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1. �7�K�U�R�X�J�K���$�Q���(�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���/�H�Q�V�� 
�)�U�R�P���)�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���*�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P���W�R���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���)�R�O�N��

�+�R�U�U�R�U�² �$�Q���,�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q 

 

�³�:�K�D�W���Z�H�Q�W���Z�H���R�X�W���L�Q�W�R���W�K�L�V���Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V���W�R���I�L�Q�G�" 
�/�H�D�Y�L�Q�J���R�X�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����N�L�Q�G�U�H�G�����R�X�U���I�D�W�K�H�U�V�¶���K�R�X�V�H�V�����Z�H���W�U�D�Y�D�L�O�H�G���D���Y�D�V�W���R�F�H�D�Q�� 

�)�R�U���Z�K�D�W�" �)�R�U���W�K�H���.�L�Q�J�G�R�P���R�I���*�R�G���´ 
�² ���7�K�H���9�9�L�W�F�K�����$���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���)�R�O�N�W�D�O�H�� 

 

�³�0�\�V�H�O�I���D�P���K�H�O�O�����U�L�J�K�W�"�´ 
�² ���-�R�K�Q���/�D�Q�J�D�Q�����7�K�H���)�L�V�K�H�U�P�D�Q 

 

1.1 Aims and Scope 

�7�K�L�V���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���Z�D�V���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�O�\���V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G���L�Q�������������D�W���W�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���3�D�V�V�D�X�����*�H�U�P�D�Q�\�����D�V��

�D���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G���3�K�'���G�L�V�V�H�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���I�L�H�O�G���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���V�W�X�G�L�H�V�����,�W���E�H�J�D�Q���Z�L�W�K���P�\��

�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H���F�R�U�Q�H�U�V�W�R�Q�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�� ���U�H���H�P�H�U�J�H�G���J�H�Q�U�H�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U���D�Q�G��

�T�X�L�F�N�O�\�� �E�H�F�D�P�H���D�� �I�R�U�D�\�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���X�Q�H�[�S�O�R�U�H�G�� �Y�D�U�L�H�W�\�� �R�I���8���6�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�O�N��

�K�R�U�U�R�U�² �L�W�V���W�H�[�W�V�����S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�����D�Q�G���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V�����7�K�L�V���E�R�R�N���E�X�L�O�G�V���R�Q���P�\���S�D�S�H�U���³�'�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J���R�I��

�/�H�Y�L�D�W�K�D�Q�����-�R�K�Q�� �/�D�Q�J�D�Q�¶�V���7�K�H�� �)�L�V�K�H�U�P�D�Q���D�Q�G�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �)�R�O�N�� �+�R�U�U�R�U���´���Z�K�L�F�K�� �Z�D�V��

�S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���M�R�X�U�Q�D�O���5�H�Y�H�Q�D�Q�W�����&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���&�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H���6�W�X�G�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���6�X�S�H�U�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O��

�L�Q���������� ���D�Q�G���Z�K�L�F�K���O�D�\�V���R�X�W���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���H�Y�H�U���W�K�H�R�U�\���R�I���D�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���D�V���D���P�R�G�H��

�R�I���L�Q�T�X�L�U�\���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���U�R�O�H�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���8���6�����K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�����D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���D�V���W�K�H�\��

�I�H�D�W�X�U�H���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���D�V���D���O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\���D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���I�R�U�P�� 

�0 �\�� �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�� �W�R�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �L�V�� �P�X�F�K�� �E�U�R�D�G�H�U�� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �E�R�R�N���W�K�D�Q�� �L�Q�� �P�\��

�L�Q�D�X�J�X�U�D�O�� �S�D�S�H�U�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�X�E�M�H�F�W���� �7�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�D�V�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I�� �P�\���O�D�U�J�H�U���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�� �L�Q�� �D��

�J�H�Q�H�U�L�F�� �W�K�H�R�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �8���6�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K���L�Q�W�H�U�G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�D�U�\����

�W�U�D�Q�V�P�H�G�L�D�O�����D�Q�G���G�L�D�F�K�U�R�Q�L�F���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V�����7�K�H�V�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���V�X�U�Y�H�\�V���R�I���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S��

�I�U�R�P�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �V�W�X�G�L�H�V���� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �V�W�X�G�L�H�V���� �H�F�R�F�U�L�W�L�F�L�V�P���� �I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�� �D�Q�G�� �T�X�H�H�U��

�W�K�H�R�U�\�����D�Q�G���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���V�W�X�G�L�H�V���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���F�O�R�V�H���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�V���R�I���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���W�H�[�W�V��

�I�U�R�P���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�����I�L�O�P�����7�9�����F�\�E�H�U���V�W�R�U�\�W�H�O�O�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���Y�L�G�H�R���J�D�P�H�V���W�K�D�W���V�S�D�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�����������V��

�W�R���W�K�H�����������V�����7�K�L�V���V�X�S�H�U�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H�G���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���W�R���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���K�D�V���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���W�K�H���J�H�Q�U�H�¶�V��

�H�F�R�F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V���W�R���P�R�Y�H���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���I�R�U�H�J�U�R�X�Q�G�����,���D�U�J�X�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V���Z�H�U�H��
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�D�O�U�H�D�G�\���L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W���L�Q���H�D�U�O�\�² �D�Q�G���E�\���Q�R�Z���V�W�D�S�O�H�² �I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S���V�X�F�K���D�V���W�K�D�W���E�\��

�$�G�D�P�� �6�F�R�Y�H�O�O�����Z�K�R���� �L�Q�� �K�L�V�� �����������E�R�R�N���)�R�O�N�� �+�R�U�U�R�U���� �+�R�X�U�V�� �'�U�H�D�G�I�X�O�� �D�Q�G�� �7�K�L�Q�J�V��

�6�W�U�D�Q�J�H�����L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���D���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���W�K�H�R�U�\���F�D�O�O�H�G���µ�W�K�H���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���F�K�D�L�Q���¶���Z�K�R�V�H���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V����

�W�R���P�H�����K�D�Y�H���D�O�Z�D�\�V���S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���W�R���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���D�V���D�Q���H�F�R�F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���H�F�R���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���I�R�U�P�����0�R�U�H��

�U�H�F�H�Q�W���V�W�X�G�L�H�V���K�D�Y�H���V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\���V�K�R�Z�Q���W�K�D�W���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���D�Q�G���H�F�R�O�R�J�\�² �L�Q���D�O�O���L�W�V���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�V�²

�D�U�H�� �K�D�U�G���� �L�I�� �Q�R�W���X�Q�L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�E�O�H���� �W�R�� �V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�����,�Q�� �D�� ���������� �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� ���������� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��

�V�O�D�V�K�H�U���I�L�O�P���:�U�R�Q�J���7�X�U�Q�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����&�R�Q�Q�H�U���0�F�$�O�H�H�V�H���H�[�S�O�R�U�H�V���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��

�K�R�U�U�R�U���F�H�Q�W�H�U�H�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���³�K�X�P�D�Q���S�D�V�W�´���G�H�I�L�Q�L�Q�J���K�D�X�Q�W�H�G���K�R�X�V�H�V�����R�Q���W�K�H���R�Q�H���K�D�Q�G����

�D�Q�G���W�K�H���I�R�U�F�H�V���O�X�U�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�R�G�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���³�Q�R�W���K�X�P�D�Q���D�W���D�O�O���´���R�Q���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U�����E�H�I�R�U�H��

�F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �³�V�H�W�W�O�H�V�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �W�Z�R���� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �>�«�@�� �W�K�H��

�K�X�P�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�´�� ���������������:�K�L�O�H�� �K�H�� �G�R�H�V�� �Q�R�W�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�� �D���S�H�U���V�H���H�F�R�F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O��

�U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �J�H�Q�U�H���� �K�L�V�� �I�R�F�X�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�P�L�O�D�U�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���F�U�H�D�W�X�U�H�V��

�W�K�D�W�� �D�U�H�� �K�X�P�D�Q���� �W�K�R�V�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�U�H�� �³�G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�O�\�� �X�Q�K�X�P�D�Q���´�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�U�H�� �³�E�H�\�R�Q�G��

�K�X�P�D�Q�´�� �������������D�U�J�X�D�E�O�\���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V�� �H�F�R�F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �G�L�V�F�R�X�U�V�H�� �D�Q�G�� �D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�V�� �P�\��

�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�L�V���E�R�R�N���R�I���W�K�H���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���V�S�H�F�W�U�X�P���D�O�R�Q�J���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H���I�L�Q�G���W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q����

�W�K�H���Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�����$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����0�F�$�O�H�H�V�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�V���³�K�R�Z���Z�H��

�Y�L�H�Z���Z�K�D�W���L�V���µ�S�D�U�W�L�D�O�O�\���R�U���Z�K�R�O�O�\���P�R�Q�V�W�U�R�X�V�¶�´���L�Q���W�K�H���J�H�Q�U�H�����D�Q�G���K�R�Z���Z�H���G�H�F�L�G�H���R�Q���W�K�H�V�H��

�F�D�W�H�J�R�U�L�H�V�����������������V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���W�R���P�\���D�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\���W�K�D�W���V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�D�L�Q��

�S�R�L�Q�W�V�� �R�I�� �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U���D�U�H���W�K�H�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G�� �K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\�� �D�V��

�P�R�Q�V�W�U�R�V�L�W�\���� �/�D�V�W�O�\���� �0�F�$�O�H�H�V�H�� �D�U�J�X�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �U�H�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �R�I�I�H�U��

�F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���³�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���H�D�U�O�\���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���V�H�W�W�O�H�U�V�´���������������Z�K�R���D�U�H���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G��
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�W�U�D�Q�V�P�H�G�L�D�O�����D�Q�G���G�L�D�F�K�U�R�Q�L�F���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���E�\���J�R�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R���G�H�W�D�L�O���D�E�R�X�W��

�W�K�H�� �J�H�Q�U�H�¶�V�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V���� �&�K�D�S�W�H�U�V�� �������� �Z�L�O�O�� �W�K�H�Q�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� �P�\��

�F�D�V�H�� �V�W�X�G�L�H�V���� �D�O�O�� �R�I�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\�� �S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� ������������������������ �D�Q�G�� �D�U�H��

�F�R�P�S�L�O�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �E�R�R�N�� �L�Q�� �D�� �Q�R�Q���F�K�U�R�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �E�X�W�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\�� �F�R�Q�V�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H�� �P�D�Q�Q�H�U�� �W�R��

�V�K�R�Z���K�R�Z���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���J�R�W�K�L�F�����W�K�H���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���J�R�W�K�L�F�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���J�R�W�K�L�F���S�U�H�S�D�U�H��

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���D�V���L�W�V���D�U�F�K�L�Y�H�� 
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�$�O�O�� �F�D�V�H�� �V�W�X�G�L�H�V�� �I�R�F�X�V�� �R�Q�� �H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�� �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �J�L�Y�H�Q�� �S�U�L�P�D�U�\�� �W�H�[�W�V�² �'�D�U�U�H�Q��

�$�U�R�Q�R�I�V�N�\�¶�V�������������I�L�O�P���P�R�W�K�H�U�������6�K�L�U�O�H�\���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q�¶�V�������������Q�R�Y�H�O�O�D���:�H���+�D�Y�H���$�O�Z�D�\�V���/�L�Y�H�G��

�L�Q���W�K�H���&�D�V�W�O�H���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���6�W�D�F�L�H���3�D�V�V�R�Q�¶�V�������������I�L�O�P���D�G�D�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���5�R�E�H�U�W���(�J�J�H�U�V�¶�V������������

�P�R�Y�L�H���7�K�H�� �9�9�L�W�F�K���� �$�� �1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�� �)�R�O�N�W�D�O�H�² �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H��

�U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �W�H�[�W�¶�V�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�F���� �D�Q�G�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�V�����: �K�L�O�H���P�\�� ���������� �D�U�W�L�F�O�H��

�³�'�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J���R�I���/�H�Y�L�D�W�K�D�Q�´���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���I�H�D�W�X�U�H���D���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P�����L�W���L�V���F�R�P�S�L�O�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H��

�D�S�S�H�Q�G�L�[���W�R���W�K�L�V���E�R�R�N���D�V���D���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�R�Q���S�L�H�F�H���I�R�U���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W�V���W�K�H�R�U�H�W�L�F�D�O��

�D�Q�G���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���D�V�S�H�F�W�V���E�X�L�O�G���W�K�H���E�D�V�L�V���R�I���P�\���K�H�U�H�L�Q���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� 

�7�K�L�V���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�V���W�R���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S���D���I�L�U�V�W���E�R�R�N���O�H�Q�J�W�K���V�W�X�G�\���R�Q���8���6����

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�² �L�W�V�� �W�H�[�W�V���� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�V���� �D�Q�G�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�H�V�² �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �Q�H�Z�� �D�Q�G�� �W�R�S�L�F�D�O��

�S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �D�Q�G�� �R�Q�� �H�F�R�F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�� �W�K�H�R�U�L�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �V�K�H�G�� �O�L�J�K�W�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H��

���G�L�V�D�V�W�U�R�X�V�����H�F�R���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���V�W�D�W�H���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V�� 

1.2 A Question of Genre: Gothic, Frontier Gothic , American Folk Horror 1 

�'�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���W�H�U�P���µ�I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�¶���K�D�V���D���O�R�Q�J���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����W�K�H���J�H�Q�U�H���Z�D�V���W�K�H�R�U�L�]�H�G��

�L�Q���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S���U�D�W�K�H�U���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�����Q�D�P�H�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H���P�L�G�����W�R���O�D�W�H�����������V���D�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�����D�W��

�I�L�U�V�W�����W�K�U�H�H���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�O�\���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���K�R�U�U�R�U���I�L�O�P�V�² �:�L�W�F�K�I�L�Q�G�H�U���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O�������������������7�K�H���%�O�R�R�G���R�Q��

�6�D�W�D�Q�¶�V���&�O�D�Z�������������������D�Q�G���7�K�H���:�L�F�N�H�U���0�D�Q���������������² �W�K�D�W���V�K�D�U�H���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V��

�D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V���I�R�U���V�R�F�L�R���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���R�Q���W�K�H���W�H�P�S�R�U�D�O���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�V���W�K�H�\���D�U�H��

�V�H�W���D�Q�G���R�U���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���L�Q�����,�Q���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���E�R�R�N���O�H�Q�J�W�K���V�W�X�G�\���R�I���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���W�R���G�D�W�H����

�)�R�O�N���+�R�U�U�R�U�����+�R�X�U�V���'�U�H�D�G�I�X�O���D�Q�G���7�K�L�Q�J�V���6�W�U�D�Q�J�H�������������������$�G�D�P���6�F�R�Y�H�O�O���G�H�U�L�Y�H�V���I�U�R�P��

�W�K�H�V�H���P�R�Y�L�H�V���D���I�R�X�U���S�D�U�W���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���W�K�H�R�U�\���K�H���W�H�U�P�V���W�K�H���µ�I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���F�K�D�L�Q���¶���Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�V��

�E�H�F�R�P�H�� �D�� �Z�D�\�� �I�R�U�� �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�� �L�Q�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �V�W�X�G�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �P�D�N�H�� �V�H�Q�V�H�� �R�I�� �D�� �J�H�Q�H�U�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O��

�S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �V�H�H�P�V�� �H�O�X�V�L�Y�H�� �D�W�� �E�H�V�W�� �D�Q�G�� �X�Q�G�H�I�L�Q�D�E�O�H�� �D�W�� �Z�R�U�V�W���� �H�V�F�D�S�L�Q�J��

�G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���L�W�V���L�Q�W�D�Q�J�L�E�O�H�����P�D�O�O�H�D�E�O�H����

�D�Q�G�� �X�Q�H�[�S�O�R�U�H�G�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H���� �,�Q�� �D�Q�� �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�R�U�\�� �E�O�R�J�� �S�R�V�W�� �R�Q�� �K�L�V�� �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���)�R�O�N�� �+�R�U�U�R�U��

�5�H�Y�L�Y�D�O�����$�Q�G�\���3�D�F�L�R�U�H�N���� �W�K�H���I�R�X�Q�G�H�U���R�I�� �W�K�H������������ �)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N���J�U�R�X�S���R�I�� �W�K�H���V�D�P�H���Q�D�P�H����

�P�X�V�H�V�� 

 
1 I specifically explore the aesthetics and politics of folk horror as it emerges from and qualifies the 
�P�D�L�Q�V�W�U�H�D�P���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V�����+�H�Q�F�H�����D�Q�\���X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���W�H�U�P���µ�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�¶���U�H�I�H�U�V���V�W�U�L�F�W�O�\���W�R���D���8���6��-American kind 
of folk horror. Despite the fact that some schol�D�U�V���K�D�Y�H���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���D�� �µ�1�R�U�W�K���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�¶���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N��
horror, I see this as a possibly confusing conflation because of the differences between, for example, 
U.S.-�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���D�Q�G���&�D�Q�D�G�L�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���E�X�W���D�O�V�R���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���µ�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�¶���D�Q�G���,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�� 
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[I] �Q���D���E�L�G���W�R���D�Q�V�Z�H�U���µ�:�K�D�W���L�V���)�R�O�N���+�R�U�U�R�U�"�¶���R�Q�H���P�D�\���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�W�W�H�P�S�W���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���D���E�R�[���W�K�H��
exact shape of mist; for like the mist, Folk Horror is atmospheric and sinuous. It can 
creep from and into different territories yet leave no universal defining mark of its  exact 
form.  

�6�F�R�Y�H�O�O���H�F�K�R�H�V���W�K�L�V���V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���K�L�V���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���³�)�R�O�N���+�R�U�U�R�U���L�V���D���S�U�L�V�P���R�I���D���W�H�U�P�´��

�D�Q�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�W�� �L�V���� �W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���� �³�Q�R�W�� �R�Q�H�� �W�K�L�Q�J�� �D�O�R�Q�H�´�� �������������� �/�H�D�V�W�� �R�I�� �D�O�O���� �K�H�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���� �L�V�� �L�W��

�³�V�L�P�S�O�\���D���K�R�U�U�R�U���I�O�D�Y�R�X�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���S�L�Q�F�K���R�I���K�D�Q�G�S�L�F�N�H�G���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�´�������������5�D�W�K�H�U�����W�R���6�F�R�Y�H�O�O����

�I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �L�V�� �F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�G���� �L�Q�� �L�W�V�� �P�R�V�W�� �E�D�V�L�F�� �I�R�U�P���� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�P�H�V�� �R�I��

�O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�����L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����V�N�H�Z�H�G���E�H�O�L�H�I���V�\�V�W�H�P�V�����D�Q�G���V�X�P�P�R�Q�L�Q�J���K�D�S�S�H�Q�L�Q�J�����D�O�O���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K��

�Z�R�U�N���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���D�I�R�U�H�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G���P�R�Y�L�H�V�² �E�\���Q�R�Z���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���W�K�H���µ�8�Q�K�R�O�\���7�U�L�Q�L�W�\�¶���R�I��

�I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�² �L�Q�� �Z�D�\�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���� �W�U�H�Q�G�V���� �D�Q�G�� �Q�R�V�W�D�O�J�L�D�� �R�I�� �³�W�K�H��

�%�U�L�W�L�V�K���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�W�H�����������V���D�Q�G���L�W�V���W�Z�L�V�W�H�G�����S�R�V�W���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���F�R�X�V�L�Q��

�R�I���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\�����������V�´�����6�F�R�Y�H�O�O�������� 

�'�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���6�F�R�Y�H�O�O���H�[�S�D�Q�G�V���K�L�V���W�K�H�R�U�\���R�I���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���K�L�V��

�E�R�R�N���W�R���D�O�O�R�Z���U�R�R�P���I�R�U���D���P�R�U�H���W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���W�R���W�K�H���J�H�Q�U�H�����W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���K�L�V��

�V�W�X�G�\�� �D�Q�G���D�� �J�U�H�D�W�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�H�[�W�V���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �V�L�Q�F�H�� �L�W�V�� �U�H�O�H�D�V�H�� �K�D�Y�H�� �U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G�� �U�D�W�K�H�U��

�8���.�������R�U�� �(�X�U�R���F�H�Q�W�U�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �D�O�P�R�V�W�� �H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�O�\�� �F�L�Q�H�P�D���E�D�V�H�G���� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�� �I�R�F�X�V�� �R�Q��

�I�L�O�P�V���I�U�R�P���D�Q�G���D�E�R�X�W���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�����5�H�D�V�R�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���D�W�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H��

�W�H�U�P���µ�I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�¶���W�R���H�L�W�K�H�U���D�������������)�D�Q�J�R�U�L�D���P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z���Z�L�W�K���3�L�H�U�V���+�D�J�J�D�U�G����

�G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���7�K�H���%�O�R�R�G���R�Q���6�D�W�D�Q�¶�V���&�O�D�Z�����Z�K�L�F�K���G�H�S�L�F�W�V���K�R�U�U�R�U�V���H�Q�V�X�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���3�D�J�D�Q�L�V�P��

�L�Q���U�X�U�D�O�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�����R�U���W�R���D�������������L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z���Z�L�W�K���D�F�W�R�U�����Z�U�L�W�H�U�����D�Q�G���I�L�O�P�P�D�N�H�U��

�0�D�U�N���*�D�W�L�V�V���L�Q���W�K�H���³�+�R�P�H���&�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V���+�R�U�U�R�U�´���H�S�L�V�R�G�H���R�I���W�K�H���%�%�&���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���V�H�U�L�H�V���$��

�+�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �R�I�� �+�R�U�U�R�U�����F�I���� �3�D�F�L�R�U�H�N������ �L�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �K�H�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �U�R�O�H�� �R�I�� �3�D�J�D�Q�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G��

�I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���L�Q�����������V�������V���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���K�R�U�U�R�U���F�L�Q�H�P�D�����2�W�K�H�U���V�R�X�U�F�H�V���W�U�D�F�H���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���R�I��

�I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���E�D�F�N���W�R�������������Z�K�H�Q���M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�W���5�R�G���&�R�R�S�H�U���X�V�H�G���L�W���W�R���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H���+�D�J�J�D�U�G�¶�V���I�L�O�P��

�W�K�H���\�H�D�U���E�H�I�R�U�H���L�W���Z�D�V���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G�����D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q���W�R���D�������������H�V�V�D�\���E�\���-�D�P�H�V���2�V�F�D�U���&�D�P�S�E�H�O�O���Z�K�R��

�D�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���D���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���W�R���W�K�H���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���E�D�O�O�D�G���I�R�U�P�����F�I�����.�H�H�W�O�H�\�����³�,�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�´���� 

�,�Q���D�Q�\���H�Y�H�Q�W�����L�W���V�H�H�P�V���W�K�D�W���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�¶�V���W�H�P�S�R�U�D�O���D�Q�G���P�H�G�L�D�O���R�U�L�J�L�Q�V���D�U�H���D�V���I�O�H�H�W�L�Q�J���D�V��

�D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V�� �D�W�� �S�L�Q�S�R�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �L�W�V�� �J�H�Q�H�U�L�F�� �F�R�U�Q�H�U�V�W�R�Q�H�V�� �G�H�V�S�L�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�F�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �H�[�L�V�W�V�� �D��

�P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���F�R�Q�V�H�Q�V�X�V���D�P�R�Q�J���F�U�L�W�L�F�V���D�Q�G���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���I�R�U�P���I�L�Q�G�V���L�W�V���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q��

�W�K�H���D�I�R�U�H�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G���Z�D�Y�H���R�I���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���P�R�Y�L�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�����������V���D�Q�G�������V�����Z�K�L�F�K���X�Q�F�R�Y�H�U�V���D�Q��

�D�P�E�L�J�X�L�W�\���W�K�D�W�����L�Q���S�D�U�W�����H�[�L�V�W�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H���O�D�F�N���R�I���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���E�R�R�N���O�H�Q�J�W�K���I�R�O�N��

�K�R�U�U�R�U���W�K�H�R�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�U�R�P���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���R�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�K�R�V�H���F�R�P�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���R�U���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���8���.����
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�F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�V��2���6�W�L�O�O�����W�K�H���V�X�U�J�H���L�Q���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H��

���� �W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���V�S�H�D�N�V���W�R���W�K�H���P�D�L�Q�V�W�U�H�D�P���U�H���S�R�S�X�O�D�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���W�L�P�H���R�I���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V����

�V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�����D�Q�G���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�L�F���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���Z�L�W�F�K�F�U�D�I�W�����R�F�F�X�O�W�L�V�P�����D�Q�G�����Q�H�R�����3�D�J�D�Q�L�V�P��

�D�F�U�R�V�V���(�X�U�R�S�H���D�Q�G���O�D�W�H�U���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V�����P�D�U�N�L�Q�J���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�¶�V���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���D�V���D���J�H�Q�U�H��

�D�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �F�D�S�W�X�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���� �D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�V���� �D�Q�G�� �P�R�R�G�V���R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\�� �P�R�P�H�Q�W���� �$�W��

�W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H���F�R�P�P�R�Q�O�\���D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G���V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J���S�R�L�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���J�H�Q�U�H���P�L�J�K�W���D�O�V�R��

�V�X�J�J�H�V�W���D���V�N�H�Z�H�G���W�U�X�L�V�P�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�I���+�D�J�J�D�U�G�¶�V���I�L�O�P���D�V���D���G�H�I�L�Q�L�Q�J���V�W�D�S�O�H���R�I���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U��

�L�V���S�U�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���R�Q���D�Q�G���H�Q�J�D�J�H�V���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���V�S�U�H�D�G���R�I���R�F�F�X�O�W�L�V�P���L�Q���W�K�H�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�����W�K�H�Q��

�W�K�L�V���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V���D���P�X�F�K���O�R�Q�J�H�U���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���W�K�D�W���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�\���V�S�D�Q�V���E�D�F�N���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V��

�R�I���\�H�D�U�V���L�I���Z�H���O�R�R�N���E�H�\�R�Q�G���L�W�V���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���P�D�U�N�H�U�V�� 

�7�K�L�V���L�V���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\���W�K�H���F�D�V�H���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���R�I���8���6�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���D�V���,���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���L�W��

�L�Q���W�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\�����:�K�H�Q���U�H�P�R�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���L�W�V���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���E�L�U�W�K�S�O�D�F�H���D�Q�G���U�H�V�L�W�X�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H��

�K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �6�W�D�W�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�V�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���� �D��

�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�� �L�P�D�J�H�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�V�� �R�I�� �D�� �T�X�L�Q�W�H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �N�L�Q�G�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N��

�K�R�U�U�R�U���W�K�D�W���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�V�����G�L�D�F�K�U�R�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\�����D���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���W�H�[�W�V���I�U�R�P���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���W�K�H���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���H�U�D��

�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �Q�R�W�� �R�Q�O�\�� �F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�X�O�W�L�I�D�F�H�W�H�G�² �F�R�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\�� �D�Q�G��

�F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W�L�Q�J�² �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�V���R�I���µ�I�R�O�N�¶���L�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���D�V���µ�S�H�R�S�O�H�¶���D�Q�G���R�U���µ�O�R�U�H�¶���L�Q���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R��

�W�K�H���G�L�Y�H�U�V�H���F�R�Q�Q�R�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���µ�K�R�U�U�R�U�¶���D�V���J�H�Q�U�H�����D�I�I�H�F�W�����D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q���V�S�D�F�H�����E�X�W��

�W�K�H�\���D�O�V�R���V�K�D�U�H���D���S�R�L�Q�W���R�I���R�U�L�J�L�Q���W�K�D�W���L�V���H�T�X�D�O�O�\���P�D�U�N�H�G���E�\���D�P�E�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�F�H�V�����W�K�H���X�Q�F�D�Q�Q�\��

�\�H�W���V�X�E�O�L�P�H���I�R�U�P���R�I���W�K�H���J�R�W�K�L�F�����S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���D�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���V�W�\�O�H���R�I���J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P���W�K�D�W���I�L�Q�G�V��

�L�W�V�� �J�H�Q�H�V�L�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�� �J�R�W�K�L�F���� �U�R�R�W�H�G���� �L�Q�� �W�X�U�Q���� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�V�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G�� �D�W�� �D�Q�G��

�D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�² �E�R�W�K���U�H�D�O���D�Q�G���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G�� 

�,�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���H�G�L�W�H�G���Y�R�O�X�P�H���)�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���*�R�W�K�L�F�����7�H�U�U�R�U���D�Q�G���:�R�Q�G�H�U���D�W���W�K�H��

�)�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���/�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�������������������'�D�Y�L�G���0�R�J�H�Q�����6�F�R�W�W���3�����6�D�Q�G�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���-�R�D�Q�Q�H��

�%�����.�D�U�S�L�Q�V�N�L���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���Y�H�U�\���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���J�R�W�K�L�F���L�V���S�D�U�D�G�R�[�L�F�D�O�����V�L�Q�F�H���V�R��

�P�X�F�K�� �R�I�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H�� �G�H�Q�L�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�´�� ������������ �7�K�L�V��

 
2 A variety of studies expanding on this initially limited perspective have come out since the submission 
of this book as a dissertation in 2023, surveying the wide national, folkloric, and generic varieties of folk 
horror beyond the U.K. and beyond film. T �K�H�V�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���'�D�Z�Q���.�H�H�W�O�H�\���D�Q�G���5�X�W�K���+�H�K�R�O�W�¶�V��Folk Horror: 
New Global Pathways  ���������������� �6�L�P�R�Q�� �%�D�F�R�Q�¶�V��Future Folk Horror: Contemporary Anxieties and 
Possible Futures ���������������� �D�Q�G���5�R�E�H�U�W���(�G�J�D�U���D�Q�G���:�D�\�Q�H���-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V��The Routledge Companion to Folk 
Horror  �����������������$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����.�H�Y�L�Q���-�����'�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�\���D�Q�G���/�R�X�L�V���%�D�\�P�D�Q�¶�V��Folk Horror on Film: Return of the 
British Repressed ���������������R�I�I�H�U�V���Q�H�Z���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���µ�8�Q�K�R�O�\���7�U�L�Q�L�W�\�¶���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�¶�V���8���.����
landscapes and history. It is noteworthy that these are all edited volumes and that the field of folk horror 
studies is still lacking in monographs on the folklore and fo lk horror of specific regions or nations that 
go beyond single-text studies. 
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�L�G�H�D���V�H�U�Y�H�V���D�V���D���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���S�R�L�Q�W���R�I���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�O�\����

�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�O�\�����D�Q�G���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���K�L�Q�J�H���R�Q���D�Q�G���H�P�H�U�J�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���M�X�[�W�D�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�����F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q����

�D�Q�G���F�R�H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���R�I���D�P�E�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W���U�H�D�O�L�W�L�H�V�����I�D�Q�W�D�V�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���L�G�H�R�O�R�J�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G��

�W�R���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���I�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���D�Q���H�U�D�V�X�U�H���R�I���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���P�D�U�J�L�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G��

�D�Q�G���X�Q�G�H�U�S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�G���J�U�R�X�S�V�² �L���H�������W�K�H���G�H�Q�L�D�O���R�I���W�K�H���J�R�W�K�L�F���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���S�H�U���0�R�J�H�Q���H�W���D�O���²

�L�Q�� �I�D�Y�R�U�� �R�I�� �W�D�O�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�U�L�X�P�S�K�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�W�� �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �R�I��

�G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�\�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�T�X�H�V�W���� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �W�D�N�H�V�� �X�S�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�V���D�V�� �L�W�V��
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�H�Y�H�Q�W�¶�´�������������D�V���D���³�S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�´���Z�L�W�K���D���³�F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�F�H�´�������������D�V���D���S�D�U�D�G�L�J�P���W�K�D�W���L�V���³�Q�R�W��

�I�L�Q�L�V�K�H�G�´�� �����������,�� �I�R�O�O�R�Z�� �D�Q�G�� �H�F�K�R�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���I�R�U�P�V���� �D�I�W�H�U�O�L�Y�H�V����

�D�Q�G���U�H�S�H�U�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���R�I���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P���D�Q�G���V�H�W�W�O�H�U���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���W�K�H�P���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H��

�J�R�W�K�L�F�� �L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�R�U�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �6�W�D�W�H�V�¶�� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�� �S�D�V�W���� �L�W�V�� �Q�H�R�F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�V��

�K�R�U�U�R�U���W�H�[�W�V�� 

�7�K�L�V�� �F�O�D�U�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H�� �X�Q�I�L�Q�L�V�K�H�G�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �S�D�V�W�� �L�V�� �K�L�J�K�O�\�� �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���D�W���W�K�L�V��

�S�R�L�Q�W�����,�Q���W�K�H���F�D�V�H���V�W�X�G�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���I�R�O�O�R�Z�����,���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���V�H�O�H�F�W���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���R�I���8���6�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���J�R�W�K�L�F��

�D�Q�G�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �F�D�U�Y�H�� �R�X�W�� �I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �D�U�F�K�L�Y�H�� �R�I�� �D�� �V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\��

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�U�P�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �,�� �D�U�J�X�H�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���� �L�Q�� �L�W�V�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�� �U�H�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���� �L�Q��

�U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �W�R�� �K�H�L�J�K�W�H�Q�H�G�� �V�W�D�W�H�V�� �R�I�� �I�H�D�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �U�D�F�L�D�O���L�]�H�G�� �2�W�K�H�U�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\��
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�8���6���² �D�Q���D�Q�[�L�H�W�\���L�Q���W�X�U�Q���U�R�R�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���U�K�H�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�����V�\�V�W�H�P�L�F�����D�Q�G���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�Y�H���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V��

�R�I���V�H�W�W�O�H�U���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P�����:�K�L�O�H���P�\���V�W�X�G�\���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���D�G�G���W�R���W�K�H���S�O�H�W�K�R�U�D���R�I���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S���R�Q��

�W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�I���%�O�D�F�N���D�Q�G���R�U���1�D�W�L�Y�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�V���W�K�H���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���2�W�K�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H���8���6���¶���J�R�W�K�L�F���K�L�V�W�R�U�\��

�R�I���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���R�U���R�Q�����D�E�V�H�Q�W�����R�I���F�R�O�R�U���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�����1�R�U�W�K�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���J�R�W�K�L�F��

�W�H�[�W�V��3�����,���G�R���U�H�D�G���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���V�H�W�W�O�H�U�V�¶���V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V���D�G�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q��

�R�I�� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�L�E�D�O�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�V�� �W�K�H�\�� �H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �µ�1�H�Z�� �:�R�U�O�G�¶�� �D�V�� �D�� �S�R�L�Q�W�� �R�I��

�G�H�S�D�U�W�X�U�H���I�R�U���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���R�I�� �D���\�H�W���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���X�Q�H�[�S�O�R�U�H�G���I�R�U�P���R�I�� �2�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J���L�Q���J�R�W�K�L�F�� �D�Q�G��

�K�R�U�U�R�U���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S�����Q�D�P�H�O�\���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���R�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���Z�R�P�H�Q��

�D�Q�G���Q�D�W�X�U�H�����W�K�H�R�U�L�]�H�G���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H�����������V���L�Q���W�K�H���O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\�����D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�����D�Q�G���D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W��

�R�I���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P�����,���Z�L�O�O���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���D�U�J�X�H���W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���W�K�H���G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D�Q�G���G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q��

�D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���Z�R�P�H�Q���D�Q�G���Q�D�W�X�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���K�D�V���R�S�H�U�D�W�H�G���D�V���O�H�J�D�O�����V�R�F�L�D�O�����D�Q�G���I�H�O�W��

�I�R�U�P�V���R�I���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P���V�L�Q�F�H���&�R�O�X�P�E�L�D�Q���µ�G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�\���¶���Z�K�L�F�K���H�T�X�D�O�O�\���K�L�Q�J�H���R�Q���D���S�X�V�K���D�Q�G��

�S�X�O�O���R�I���G�H�V�L�U�H���D�Q�G���U�H�S�X�O�V�L�R�Q�����F�D�U�Y�L�Q�J���R�X�W���D�P�E�L�J�X�L�W�\���D�V���D���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���W�K�H�P�H���L�Q���W�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\��4���,��

�G�U�D�Z���R�Q���W�K�H�R�U�L�H�V���R�I���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P���W�R���V�K�R�Z���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�R�U�\���P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�F�V���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q��

�F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\�� �I�R�U�P�V�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�W�H�U�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �V�H�[�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G�� �Q�D�W�X�U�L�V�P�² �L���H������ �G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q��

 
3 Cf., for example, Colleen E. Boyd and Coll-Peter Thrush, Phantom Past, Indigenous Presence: Native 
Ghosts in North American Culture and History  (2011); Maisha L. Wester, African American Gothic: 
Screams from Shadowed Places (2012); Georg Hauzenberger, �,�W�¶�V�� �1�R�W�� �E�\�� �$�Q�\�� �/�D�F�N�� �R�I�� �*�K�R�V�W�V�� �:�H�¶�U�H��
Haunted: First Nations Gothic and Spiritual Realism  (2014); Renée L. Bergland, The National 
Uncanny: Indian Ghosts and American Subjects  (2015); Leila Taylor, Darkly: Black History and  
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V�� �*�R�W�K�L�F�� �6�R�X�O (2019); Corinna Lenhardt, Savage Horrors: The Intrinsic Raciality of the 
American Gothic  (2020); and Sarah Gilbreath Ford, Haunted Property: Slavery and the Gothic  (2020).  
4 �*�U�D�Q�W���:�R�R�G�¶�V���V�D�W�L�U�L�F�D�O���S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���*�R�W�K�L�F�������������������R�I�W�H�Q���Q�D�P�H�G���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���D�Q�G��
most famous American paintings in history, comes to mind in discussions about the discourse of 
�D�P�E�L�J�X�L�W�\�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�W�K�L�F���� �(�U�L�N�D�� �'�R�V�V�� �Z�U�L�W�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �D�U�W�Z�R�U�N�¶�V���³�L�F�R�Q�L�F�� �V�W�D�W�X�V�� �V�W�H�P�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �L�W�V�� �V�D�U�G�R�Q�L�F��
�K�X�P�R�X�U�����D�Q�G���L�W�V���D�P�E�L�J�X�R�X�V���Q�R�V�W�D�O�J�L�D���I�R�U���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���U�X�U�D�O���S�D�V�W�´�����������������%�\���F�R�P�S�D�U�L�V�R�Q�����$�J�Q�L�H�V�]�N�D���6�R�O�W�\�V�L�N��
�0�R�Q�Q�H�W���F�O�D�L�P�V���W�K�D�W���H�Y�H�Q���³�*�U�D�Q�G���:�R�R�G���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���K�L�V���S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���D�E�V�R�O�X�W�H�O�\���D�P�E�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W���W�H�U�P�V����
�µ�,���D�G�P�L�W���W�K�H���I�Dnaticism and false taste of the characters in American Gothic, but to me, they are basically 
�J�R�R�G���D�Q�G���V�R�O�L�G���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�´���������������7�K�H�V�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�����D���I�D�U�P�H�U���D�Q�G���K�L�V���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�����Z�K�R���L�V���R�I�W�H�Q���P�L�V�W�D�N�H�Q���D�V���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H����
are depicted in front of an Iowa farmhouse built in carpe nter gothic style�² their long, angular features 
�D�Q�G���D�X�V�W�H�U�H���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V���P�L�U�U�R�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���K�R�P�H�¶�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q���� �0�L�D���)�L�Q�H�P�D�Q���Z�U�L�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���� �Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���R�Q�V�H�W���R�I���W�K�H��
�'�H�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���V�K�R�U�W�O�\���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���P�D�G�H�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���*�R�W�K�L�F���³�Z�D�V���Q�R���O�R�Q�J�H�U���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���D�V���V�D�W�L�U�L�F�D�O��
�>�«�@�����&ritics extolled the farmer and his [supposed] wife as steadfast embodiments of American virtue 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�L�R�Q�H�H�U���V�S�L�U�L�W���´���7�K�L�V���L�V���H�[�H�P�S�O�L�I�L�H�G���E�\���D�������������G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���L�P�D�J�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���U�H�D�G�V�����³�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��
democracy was built upon the labors of men and women of stout hearts and firm jaws, such people as 
�W�K�R�V�H���D�E�R�Y�H�´�����T�W�G�����L�Q���)�L�Q�H�P�D�Q�������,�Q���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�������E�H�O�R�Z�����,���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���*�R�U�G�R�Q���3�D�U�N�V�¶�V�������������S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F���S�D�U�R�G�\��
�R�I�� �:�R�R�G�¶�V�� �S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �W�D�N�H�V�� �X�S�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�Q�� �W�X�U�Q�V�� �R�Q�� �L�W�V�� �K�H�D�G�� �W�K�L�V�� �F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �Y�L�U�W�X�H�V��
through power ful commentary on race, class, and labor politics in the U.S. 
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�E�D�V�H�G�� �R�Q�� �V�H�[�� �D�Q�G�� �Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H5�² ���� �L�Q�� �W�X�U�Q�� �F�H�Q�W�U�D�O�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V�� �R�I�� �����V�W���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\��

�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �F�U�L�V�H�V���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �U�H�P�D�L�Q���� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �O�D�U�J�H�O�\�� �X�Q�W�K�H�R�U�L�]�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��

�J�H�Q�U�H�V���,���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�� 

�$�V�� �V�X�F�K���� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �W�L�P�H�V�� �R�I�� �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �S�X�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �F�H�Q�W�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�L�V��

�G�L�V�V�H�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �������������������������� �Q�R�� �V�W�X�G�\�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\���� �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H���� �D�Q�G�� �U�R�O�H�� �R�I��

�H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P���D�V���D���E�R�G�\���R�I���W�K�H�R�U�\���L�Q���J�R�W�K�L�F���D�Q�G���K�R�U�U�R�U���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q���H�[�L�V�W�H�G�����D���V�L�Q�J�O�H���H�V�V�D�\���E�\��

�(�P�L�O�\���&�D�U�U���R�X�W�O�L�Q�L�Q�J���D���W�U�D�M�H�F�W�R�U�\���³�7�R�Z�D�U�G�V���D�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���(�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���*�R�W�K�L�F�´���V�H�U�Y�H�V���D�V��

�W�K�H���E�D�V�L�V���I�R�U���P�\���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���R�I���'�D�U�U�H�Q���$�U�R�Q�R�I�V�N�\�¶�V�������������I�H�D�W�X�U�H���I�L�O�P���P�R�W�K�H�U��6�����F�K�D�S�W�H�U����������

�L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���,���H�[�S�O�R�U�H���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P���D�Q�G���L�W�V���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���J�R�W�K�L�F��

�E�\���Z�D�\���R�I���W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���E�L�E�O�L�F�D�O���*�H�Q�H�V�L�V���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���L�Q���W�K�H���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H��

�µ�0�R�W�K�H�U���1�D�W�X�U�H�¶���W�U�R�S�H���L�Q���W�K�H���:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V���D���P�R�O�G���I�R�U���V�H�[�L�V�P���D�Q�G���Q�D�W�X�U�L�V�P����

�7�K�H�U�H�E�\���� �W�K�H�� �H�S�R�Q�\�P�R�X�V�� �P�R�W�K�H�U�² �D�V�� �(�D�U�W�K���� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �P�D�G�Z�R�P�D�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �D�U�F�K�H�W�\�S�H�� �R�I��
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5 �(�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�H�U���.�D�U�H�Q���:�D�U�U�H�Q���Z�U�L�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P���L�V���S�U�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���R�Q���D�Q���³�L�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W��
�Q�R�Q�K�X�P�D�Q�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �Q�D�W�X�U�L�V�P�� ���L���H������ �W�K�H�� �X�Q�M�X�V�W�L�I�L�H�G�� �G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H���� �D�U�H�� �I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�� �L�V�V�X�H�V���´��
Naturism is, therefore, another addition to the long list of �Z�K�D�W���V�K�H���F�D�O�O�V���W�K�H���³�V�R�F�L�D�O���L�V�P�V���R�I���G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q��
(e.g., sexism, racism, classism, heterosexism, ageism, anti-�6�H�P�L�W�L�V�P�´�� ���³�7�D�N�L�Q�J�´�� �������� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W��
movements and philosophies more generally continue to be concerned with. In this study, I follow 
�:�D�U�U�H�Q�¶�V���G�H�I�L�Qition of naturism as well as her framing of nature and naturism as feminist issues, which 
constitute some of the central concerns of ecofeminism. 
6 Since the publication of my essay, other articles have also taken ecofeminist and approaches to mother!  
�D�V���D���J�R�W�K�L�F���D�Q�G���R�U���K�R�U�U�R�U���W�H�[�W�����P�R�V�W�O�\���S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W�O�\���(�P�P�D���)�U�D�Q�F�H�V���%�O�R�R�P�I�L�H�O�G�¶�V���H�V�V�D�\�V���³mother!  and the 
�+�R�U�U�R�U���R�I���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���$�E�X�V�H�´�����������������D�Q�G���³�7�U�D�Q�V�F�R�U�S�R�U�H�D�O���,�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���6�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���(�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�P��
in Eco-Horror: mother! �¶�V���(�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���5�K�H�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���6�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V�´���������������� 
7 �+�H�Q�F�H�I�R�U�W�K���� �-�D�F�N�V�R�Q�¶�V�� �D�Q�G�� �3�D�V�V�R�Q�¶�V�� �W�H�[�W�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G�� �W�R�� �D�V��Castle���� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �(�J�J�H�U�V�¶�V�� �I�L�O�P�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H��
shortened to The VVitch�����L�W�V���V�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J���D�O�L�J�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���W�L�W�O�H�¶�V���V�W�\�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���S�R�S�X�O�D�U���D�Q�G���V�R�F�L�D�O���P�H�G�L�D�� 
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�+�|�L�Q�J�¶�V�� �F�K�D�S�W�H�U������ �5�H�D�G�L�Q�J�V�� �R�I�� �H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �D�Q�G���R�U�� �H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P�� �L�Q�� �K�R�U�U�R�U���� �O�H�W��

�D�O�R�Q�H�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U���� �D�U�H�� �V�W�L�O�O�� �G�H�F�L�G�H�G�O�\�� �P�L�V�V�L�Q�J�� �I�U�R�P�� �D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�� �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S���� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H��

�V�H�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���W�R���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���J�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�H�V���D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D�Q���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W��
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�J�R�W�K�L�F�� �O�H�Q�V�� �W�D�N�H�Q�� �E�\�� �+�|�L�Q�J�� �P�L�U�U�R�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �D�I�R�U�H�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G�� �S�U�H�Y�D�L�O�L�Q�J�� �I�R�F�X�V�� �D�Q�G��

�F�H�Q�W�H�U�H�G�Q�H�V�V���R�Q���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�V���L�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���F�U�L�W�L�F�L�V�P�� 

�6�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S���R�Q���D���8���6�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�U�P���R�I���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���L�V���H�T�X�D�O�O�\���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�H��

�D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���V�F�H�Q�H��8���,�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������������P�\���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���³�'�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J���R�I���/�H�Y�L�D�W�K�D�Q�����-�R�K�Q���/�D�Q�J�D�Q�¶�V��

�7�K�H���)�L�V�K�H�U�P�D�Q���D�Q�G���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���)�R�O�N���+�R�U�U�R�U�´���D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G���L�Q���D���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���L�V�V�X�H���R�I���W�K�H���M�R�X�U�Q�D�O��

�5�H�Y�H�Q�D�Q�W���W�L�W�O�H�G���)�R�O�N�� �+�R�U�U�R�U�����H�G�L�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �'�D�Z�Q�� �.�H�H�W�O�H�\������ �7�K�H�U�H�L�Q���� �,�� �O�D�\�� �R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W��

�W�K�H�R�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���F�R�U�Q�H�U�V�W�R�Q�H�V���R�I���D���8���6�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�V���V�H�U�Y�H�G��

�D�V���D���E�D�V�L�V���I�R�U���P�\���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���R�I���7�K�H���9�9�L�W�F�K�����F�K�D�S�W�H�U�����������D�Q�G���Q�R�Z���D�O�V�R���L�Q�I�R�U�P�V���W�K�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O��

�X�Q�G�H�U�S�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�V���L�Q���W�K�L�V���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���W�K�H���F�D�V�H���V�W�X�G�L�H�V���L�Q���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�V�������D�Q�G���������,�Q��

�W�K�L�V�������������H�V�V�D�\�����,���S�R�L�Q�W���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���D���O�R�Q�J���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�V���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��

�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q9���W�K�D�W�� �K�D�Y�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �U�R�R�W�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �U�H�D�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �8���6���� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\����

�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �W�K�H�� �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �V�H�W�W�O�H�U���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�V�� �F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\�� �D�I�W�H�U�P�D�W�K�V����

�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U 

as a collection of stories whose horrors derive from the fictionalization and 
reappropriation of historical cultural traumata and interconnected psychological 
pathologies that show its readers and spectators disquieting versions of themselves 
through natio nal metaphors of fear and monstrosity rooted in American history, 
�O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�����D�Q�G���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�������+�D�X�N�H�����³�/�H�Y�L�D�W�K�D�Q�´��������-172) 

�&�H�Q�W�U�D�O�� �W�R�� �W�K�L�V�� �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �U�R�O�H�� �R�I�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �D�Q�[�L�H�W�\�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��

�K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�V���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���W�R���D�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����F�I�����V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�������������W�K�D�W���L�V���D�W���R�Q�F�H��

�S�U�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���R�Q���X�Q�L�W�\�����R�U���W�K�H���V�H�D�U�F�K���W�K�H�U�H�R�I�����D�Q�G���G�L�Y�L�G�H�����R�U���W�K�H���I�H�D�U���W�K�H�U�H�R�I�������D���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O��

�S�R�L�Q�W���R�I���R�V�F�L�O�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���K�L�Q�J�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���D�P�E�L�J�X�L�W�L�H�V���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�G���D�E�R�Y�H�����$�W���L�W�V���F�R�U�H�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U����

 
8 �5�H�F�H�Q�W���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�V���R�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���%�H�U�Q�L�F�H���0�����0�X�U�S�K�\�¶�V���³�%�O�D�F�N���%�R�[�H�V�����7�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��
�+�X�P�D�Q���6�D�F�U�L�I�L�F�H���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���)�R�O�N���+�R�U�U�R�U�´�������������������'�D�Z�Q���.�H�H�W�O�H�\�¶�V �³Sacrifice Zones in Appalachian Folk 
�+�R�U�U�R�U�´�� ���������������� �D�Q�G�� �&�R�Q�Q�H�U�� �0�F�$�O�H�H�V�H�¶�V�� �³�(�D�U�O�\�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �&�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�� �9�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �)�R�O�N�� �+�R�U�U�R�U���� �:�U�R�Q�J��
Turn, a Twenty-�)�L�U�V�W���&�H�Q�W�X�U�\���,�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q�´�������������������V�R�P�H���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O���E�H��discussed below. 
9 In my 2020 essay on American folk horror, I mention the following texts as possible iterations of the 
�J�H�Q�U�H�����Q�R�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���V�K�R�U�W���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���,�U�Y�L�Q�J�¶�V���³�5�L�S���Y�D�Q���:�L�Q�N�O�H�´�����������������D�Q�G���³�7�K�H���/�H�J�H�Q�G��
�R�I�� �6�O�H�H�S�\�� �+�R�O�O�R�Z�´�� ���������������� �1�D�W�K�D�Q�L�H�O�� �+�D�Z�W�K�R�U�Q�H�¶�V�� �³�<�R�X�Q�J�� �*�R�R�G�P�D�Q�� �%�U�R�Z�Q�´�� ���������������� �+���3���� �/�R�Y�H�F�U�D�I�W�¶�V��
�³�7�K�H���&�D�O�O���R�I���&�W�K�X�O�K�X�´�������������������6�K�L�U�O�H�\���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q�¶�V���³�7�K�H���/�R�W�W�H�U�\�´�������������������'�D�Q�L�H�O���0�L�O�O�V�¶�V��Revenants: A Dream 
of New England  ���������������� �(�P�P�D�� �&�O�L�Q�H�¶�V��The Girls ���������������� �-���'���� �:�L�O�N�H�V�¶�V��The Vine that Ate the South 
�����������������D�Q�G���-�R�K�Q���/�D�Q�J�D�Q�¶�V��The Fisherman �����������������H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���I�U�R�P���I�L�O�P���D�Q�G���7�9���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���.�D�U�\�Q���.�X�V�D�P�D�¶�V��
The Invitation  �����������������$�U�L���$�V�W�H�U�¶�V��Hereditary  (2018) and Midsommar  (2019), Bryan Fuller and Michael 
�*�U�H�H�Q�¶�V��American Gods (2017-���������������5�\�D�Q���0�X�U�S�K�\���D�Q�G���%�U�D�G���)�X�O�F�K�X�N�¶�V��American Horror Story: Cult  
�����������������D�Q�G���'�D�Y�L�G���.�D�M�J�D�Q�L�F�K�¶�V��The Terror  (2018-���������������+�D�X�N�H�����³�/�H�Y�L�D�W�K�D�Q�´���������������,�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R��
the special issue housing my essay on The Fisherman�����'�D�Z�Q���.�H�H�W�O�H�\���D�G�G�V���W�R���W�K�L�V���O�L�V�W���7�K�R�P�D�V���7�U�\�R�Q�¶�V��
�+�D�U�Y�H�V�W���+�R�P�H�������������������6�W�H�S�K�H�Q���.�L�Q�J�¶�V���V�K�R�U�W���V�W�R�U�\���³�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�U�Q�´�����������������D�Q�G���)�U�L�W�]���.�L�H�U�V�F�K�¶�V������������
�I�L�O�P���D�G�D�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���.�L�Q�J�¶�V�������������Q�R�Y�H�O��Pet Sematary ���D�Q�G���0�D�U�\���/�D�P�E�H�U�W�¶�V�������������I�L�O�P���D�G�D�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q������
�(�G�X�D�U�G�R�� �6�i�Q�F�K�H�]�� �D�Q�G�� �'�D�Q�L�H�O�� �0�\�U�L�F�N�¶�V��The Blair Witch Project  ���������������� �D�Q�G�� �2�]�� �3�H�U�N�L�Q�V�¶�V��Gretel and 
Hansel (2020) (3).  
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�W�K�H�V�H�� �V�H�H�P�L�Q�J�O�\�� �R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H�� �H�[�W�U�H�P�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �E�X�L�O�W�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �L�P�S�X�O�V�H���� �Q�D�P�H�O�\�� �W�K�H��

�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �D�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �D�� �W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�L�Q�J�� �2�W�K�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H��

�G�L�V�L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �W�K�L�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���D�E�R�X�W���E�\���W�K�D�W���Y�H�U�\���2�W�K�H�U���� �,�Q���H�L�W�K�H�U���F�D�V�H���� �I�U�R�P��

�µ�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�V�¶10���L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�U�O�\�� �W�L�P�H�V�� �R�I�� �V�H�W�W�O�H�U�� �F�R�Q�T�X�H�V�W�� �W�R�� �S�R�V�W������������ �W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�U�U�X�S�W��

�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�� �P�R�P�H�Q�W���� �W�K�H�� ���L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�G���� �P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V�� �S�O�D�J�X�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �I�H�D�U�� �K�D�Y�H�� �R�Q�H�� �W�K�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �F�R�P�P�R�Q�² �W�K�H�\�� �D�U�H�� �D�O�O�� �K�X�P�D�Q�² �D�Q�G�� �W�K�X�V��

�V�S�D�U�N�� �Z�R�U�U�L�H�V�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �K�X�P�D�Q�Q�H�V�V�� ���D�Q�G�� �K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\���� �L�W�V�H�O�I���� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U���� �Z�K�L�F�K��

�W�D�N�H�V���X�S���W�K�L�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���U�H�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V���L�W�V���I�R�F�D�O���S�R�L�Q�W�����W�K�X�V���H�P�H�U�J�H�V���D�V���³�D���V�S�D�F�H���Z�K�H�U�H��

�W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���F�R�O�O�L�G�H�´�����+�D�X�N�H�����³�/�H�Y�L�D�W�K�D�Q�´������������ 

�,�Q���W�K�L�V���G�L�V�V�H�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����,���F�R�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�H���W�K�L�V���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N���E�\���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���L�W���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�I��

�Q�D�W�X�U�H�² �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�����K�X�P�D�Q�����J�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G�����D�Q�G���U�D�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G�² �I�U�R�P���H�D�U�O�\���V�H�W�W�O�H�U���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���W�L�P�H�V��

�W�R���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�����D�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�W�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���V�W�L�O�O���O�H�D�G�V���W�R���D���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���H�I�I�H�F�W���R�I�����O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O����

�J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P�� �U�R�R�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �K�X�P�D�Q���R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�� �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���� �,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �D�Q�G�� �R�Q�O�\��

�G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���R�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���W�R���G�D�W�H�����G�L�U�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���&�D�Q�D�G�L�D�Q���I�L�O�P�P�D�N�H�U���.�L�H�U���/�D���-�D�Q�L�V�V�H����

�:�R�R�G�O�D�Q�G�V���'�D�U�N���D�Q�G���'�D�\�V���%�H�Z�L�W�F�K�H�G������������������ �D���W�K�U�H�H���K�R�X�U���I�L�O�P���W�K�D�W���U�H�O�L�H�V���R�Q���P�R�U�H��

�W�K�D�Q���I�L�I�W�\���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z�H�H�V���D�Q�G���W�R�X�F�K�H�V���R�Q���R�Y�H�U���W�Z�R���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�����P�R�V�W�O�\���F�L�Q�H�P�D�W�L�F���� �W�H�[�W�V���D�V��

�F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���J�H�Q�U�H�����D���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���D�Q�G���I�L�O�P�P�D�N�H�U�V���H�F�K�R���P�\���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

�D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���R�I���D���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���V�R�P�H���R�I���L�W�V��

�D�Q�F�K�R�U�V���D�Q�G���H�I�I�H�F�W�V�����)�L�O�P���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q���-�R�Q�D�W�K�D�Q���5�L�J�E�\�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����U�H�I�H�U�V���W�R���K�L�V���X�V�H���R�I��

�W�K�H���S�K�U�D�V�H���³�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�´���L�Q���K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���*�R�W�K�L�F�����6�L�[�W�\���<�H�D�U�V���R�I���+�R�U�U�R�U��

�&�L�Q�H�P�D�����������������W�R���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H���W�K�H�������������V�L�O�H�Q�W���I�L�O�P���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q���3�D�V�V�L�R�Q�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q��

�V�W�R�U�L�H�V�� �E�\�� �1�D�W�K�D�Q�L�H�O�� �+�D�Z�W�K�R�U�Q�H���� �Z�K�R�� �5�L�J�E�\�� �F�O�D�L�P�V�� �³�K�D�G�� �D�� �Y�H�U�\�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�� �V�W�D�N�H�� �L�Q��

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���D�Q�F�H�V�W�U�D�O���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���>�«�@���L�Q���W�K�D�W���R�Q�H���R�I���K�L�V���D�Q�F�H�V�W�R�U�V���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���D���M�X�G�J�H���L�Q���W�K�H��

�6�D�O�H�P���:�L�W�F�K���7�U�L�D�O�V�´�����:�R�R�G�O�D�Q�G�V�������,�Q���D���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���Y�H�L�Q�����J�R�W�K�L�F���D�Q�G���K�R�U�U�R�U���V�W�X�G�L�H�V���V�F�K�R�O�D�U��

�%�H�U�Q�L�F�H�� �0���� �0�X�U�S�K�\�� �F�O�D�L�P�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\�� �W�K�D�W�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �L�V�� �F�O�R�V�H�O�\��

�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���³�K�R�U�U�R�U���W�U�R�S�H���R�I���D���V�P�D�O�O���W�R�Z�Q���K�L�G�L�Q�J���D���W�H�U�U�L�E�O�H���V�H�F�U�H�W���´���Z�K�L�F�K���L�Q���W�X�U�Q��

�L�V���³�L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�G���Y�H�U�\���P�X�F�K���E�\���W�K�H���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q���O�H�J�D�F�\���D�Q�G���E�\���W�K�H���O�H�J�D�F�\���R�I���W�K�H���6�D�O�H�P���:�L�W�F�K��

�7�U�L�D�O�V���´���0�R�V�W���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�O�\�����V�K�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V�����³�W�K�H���G�H�H�S�H�V�W���G�L�V�T�X�L�H�W���R�I���D�O�O���F�R�P�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H��

�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V���F�R�X�O�G���W�X�U�Q���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���L�W�V�H�O�I���Z�L�W�K���U�H�D�O�O�\��

 
10 �,�� �X�V�H�� �W�K�H�� �W�H�U�P�� �µ�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�¶�� �H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�O�\�� �L�Q�� �T�X�R�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �P�D�U�N�V�� �W�R�� �U�H�I�H�U�� �W�R�� �L�W�V�� �F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�H�G�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �D�V�� �D�Q��
�L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�U�\���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\�����$�V���V�X�F�K�����W�K�H���W�H�U�P���µ�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�¶���L�V���Q�R�W���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�Y�H���R�I���U�H�D�O���,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���S�H�R�S�O�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K��
American continent but, rather, it is an empty signifi er that draws attention to the violent racialization 
of Native peoples and tribes since Columbus. I follow Gerald Vizenor in his assertion that the notion of 
�µ�W�K�H���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�¶���D�V���D�Q���³�R�F�F�L�G�H�Q�W�D�O���L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�´���D�Q�G���D���³�E�D�Q�N�D�E�O�H���V�L�P�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�´���R�I���W�K�H���³�U�H�D�O�´���L�V���D���W�U�D�J�L�F���U�Hmnant of 
settler-colonialism and Euro -American dominance (11). 
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�I�U�L�J�K�W�H�Q�L�Q�J�� �V�S�H�H�G�´�� ���:�R�R�G�O�D�Q�G�V������ �7�K�L�V�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �X�Q�G�H�U�O�L�Q�H�V�� �Q�R�W�� �R�Q�O�\�� �P�\�� �H�D�U�O�L�H�U��

�D�V�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���L�Q���H�V�V�H�Q�F�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�V���W�K�H���I�R�O�N���D�V���K�R�U�U�R�U���E�X�W���D�O�V�R���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���W�U�X�H��

�I�H�D�U���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���R�I���I�H�D�U�����S�D�V�W���D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�����U�H�V�L�G�H�V���L�Q���L�W�V���R�Z�Q���F�R�U�H��

�D�V���D���Y�H�U�\���U�H�D�O���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U���H�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���L�Q�V�L�G�H���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���D�V���D���W�K�U�H�D�W���D�W�W�D�F�N�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P��

�W�K�H���R�X�W�V�L�G�H��11 

�0�X�U�S�K�\���D�O�V�R���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���D�Q�G���W�R���G�D�W�H���R�Q�O�\���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���H�Q�W�U�\���R�Q���³�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���)�R�O�N��

�+�R�U�U�R�U�´�� �W�R�� �6�W�H�S�K�H�Q�� �6�K�D�S�L�U�R�� �D�Q�G�� �0�D�U�N�� �6�W�R�U�H�\�¶�V�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�� �S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���&�D�P�E�U�L�G�J�H��

�&�R�P�S�D�Q�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �+�R�U�U�R�U������������������ �L�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �V�K�H�� �O�D�\�V�� �R�X�W�� �D�� �I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��

�J�H�Q�U�H�� �D�V�� �R�Q�H�� �³�F�O�R�V�H�O�\�� �U�H�O�D�W�H�G�´�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �³�µ�U�X�U�D�O�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�¶�� �V�X�E�J�H�Q�U�H�´�� �������������� �Z�K�L�F�K���� �L�Q�� �W�X�U�Q����

�L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���K�H�U�������������E�R�R�N���7�K�H���5�X�U�D�O���*�R�W�K�L�F���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���3�R�S�X�O�D�U���&�X�O�W�X�U�H�����%�D�F�N�Z�R�R�G�V��

�+�R�U�U�R�U���D�Q�G���7�H�U�U�R�U���L�Q���W�K�H���:�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V�����6�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�P�S�D�Q�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N��

�K�R�U�U�R�U���V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\���I�R�F�X�V�H�V���R�Q���³�D�Q���R�Y�H�U�O�D�S�S�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�Q���U�X�U�D�O���D�Q�G���E�D�F�N�Z�R�R�G�V���S�O�D�F�H�V���D�Q�G��

�W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�V���Z�K�R���L�Q�K�D�E�L�W���W�K�H�P�´���D�Q�G���O�D�W�H�U���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���J�H�Q�U�H���³�R�I�W�H�Q���U�H�O�L�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H��

�Q�R�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �D�U�F�D�Q�H�� �U�L�W�X�D�O�V�� �F�D�U�U�L�H�G�� �R�X�W�� �E�\�� �L�W�V�� �E�D�F�N�Z�R�R�G�V�� �I�R�O�N�� �D�U�H�� �G�H�U�L�Y�H�G�� �I�U�R�P��

�W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�U�� �E�H�O�L�H�I�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�V�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\�� �E�U�R�X�J�K�W�� �R�Y�H�U�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �2�O�G�� �:�R�U�O�G�� �R�I�� �(�X�U�R�S�H�´��

���³�)�R�O�N�´�������������������������D�G�G�L�Q�J���W�R���P�\���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�V���D�V��

�S�O�D�F�H�V�� �U�L�S�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W�� �W�U�D�X�P�D�W�D�� �W�K�D�W�� �V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�� �V�H�W�W�O�H�U�V���� �7�K�H��

�V�X�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�\�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �R�O�G�� �Z�R�U�O�G�� �K�D�V�� �L�Q�I�X�V�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �W�R�S�R�J�U�D�S�K�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�L�U��

�V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���D���P�H�V�P�H�U�L�]�L�Q�J���S�R�Z�H�U���D�Q�G���D���V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J���R�I���L�P�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���G�R�R�P�´��

���+�D�X�N�H�����³�/�H�Y�L�D�W�K�D�Q�´���������������0�X�U�S�K�\���V�H�H�P�V���W�R���L�P�S�O�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�R�O�H���I�D�F�W�R�U���G�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K�L�Q�J��

�I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �U�X�U�D�O�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �E�D�F�N�Z�R�R�G�V�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �J�H�Q�U�H�¶�V�� �V�W�D�J�L�Q�J�� �R�I��

�³�E�D�U�E�D�U�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �R�X�W�O�D�Q�G�L�V�K�� �U�L�W�X�D�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �Q�H�Y�H�U�� �W�D�N�H�� �K�R�O�G�� �L�Q�� �D��

�µ�F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�H�G�¶�� �V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W�´�� ���³�)�R�O�N�´�� ������������ �Z�K�H�U�H�E�\�� �V�K�H�� �L�Q�D�G�Y�H�U�W�H�Q�W�O�\�� �I�D�O�O�V���E�D�F�N�� �R�Q�� �6�F�R�Y�H�O�O�¶�V��

�F�K�D�L�Q���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���V�N�H�Z�H�G���E�H�O�L�H�I���V�\�V�W�H�P�V�����Z�K�L�F�K�����L�Q���0�X�U�S�K�\�¶�V���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�����V�S�U�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���³�W�K�H��

�I�R�U�H�V�W���E�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W���D�V���D���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�K�H�U�H���G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V���E�X�W���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\���W�H�P�S�W�L�Q�J��

�D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�H���E�H�O�L�H�I���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���F�D�Q���I�L�Q�G���I�H�U�W�L�O�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G�´���������������� �,�Q���W�K�L�V���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�����V�K�H���U�H�D�G�V���7�K�H��

�9�9�L�W�F�K���D�V�� �D�Q�� �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �³�F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�V�� �R�I�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �)�R�O�N�� �+�R�U�U�R�U�´�� �D�Q�G�� �R�I�� �³�W�K�H��

�W�U�H�Q�G���L�Q���U�H�F�H�Q�W���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���Z�K�H�U�H�E�\���D���I�H�P�D�O�H���S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W���F�K�D�I�H�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H��

 
11 In a reading of 19th-century Gothic monsters in Skin Shows: Gothic Horror and the Technology of 
Monsters �����������������-�D�F�N���+�D�O�E�H�U�V�W�D�P���U�H�I�H�U�V���W�R���W�K�L�V���L�Q�V�L�G�H���2�W�K�H�U���D�V���D���J�R�W�K�L�F���S�D�U�D�V�L�W�H�����³�7�K�H���U�D�F�L�V�P���W�K�D�W���V�H�H�P�V��
to inhere to the nineteenth -century Gothic monster, then, may be drawn from imperialistic and 
colonialist fantasies of other lands and peoples, but it concentrates on its imaginative force upon the 
�R�W�K�H�U���S�H�R�S�O�H�V���L�Q���µ�R�X�U���O�D�Q�G�V�����W�K�H���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V���D�W���K�R�P�H�����7�K�H���I�L�J�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�U�D�V�L�W�H���E�H�F�R�P�H�V���S�D�U�D�P�R�X�Q�W���Z�L�W�K�L�Q��
Gothic precisely because it is an internal not an external danger that Gothic identifies and attempts to 
�G�L�V�S�H�O�´��(15). 
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�U�L�J�L�G���E�H�O�L�H�I���V�\�V�W�H�P���R�I���K�H�U���I�D�P�L�O�\���D�Q�G���K�H�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�´�����������������1�R�W�Z�L�W�K�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���D���O�D�F�N���R�I��

�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�����0�X�U�S�K�\���V�X�P�P�D�U�L�]�H�V���W�K�H���P�D�L�Q���F�O�D�L�P�V���R�I���W�K�U�H�H���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H�V�H���W�K�H�P�H�V���L�Q��

�(�J�J�H�U�V�¶�V�� �I�L�O�P�� �W�K�D�W�� �S�U�H�F�H�G�H�G�� �K�H�U�� �F�K�D�S�W�H�U�� �R�Q�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�² �R�Q�H���R�I�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�V�� �P�\�� �H�V�V�D�\�� �L�Q��
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�P�R�W�K�H�U�������W�K�H���I�L�O�P�¶�V���H�F�R���I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���L�P�S�X�O�V�H���O�L�W�H�U�D�O�O�\���D�Q�G���I�L�J�X�U�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���J�R�H�V���X�S���L�Q���I�O�D�P�H�V���L�Q��
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�D�Q�G�� �G�L�V�V�R�O�Y�H���� �D�� �F�H�Q�W�U�D�O�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�F�� �R�I�� �I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P�� �D�V�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�O�N��

�K�R�U�U�R�U�¶�V���D�U�F�K�L�Y�H�����W�K�H���P�R�W�K�H�U���P�X�V�W���G�L�H���D�Q�G���L�V���W�K�H�Q���U�H�F�U�H�D�W�H�G���L�Q���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���E�R�G�\�����K�H�U���R�Z�Q��

�U�H�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W���� �D�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �V�X�U�U�R�J�D�W�H���� �µ�0�R�W�K�H�U�� �1�D�W�X�U�H�¶������ �K�H�U�� �G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�� �U�H�E�H�O�V�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �R�Q�H��
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�J�H�Q�H�D�O�R�J�\���R�I�� �I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �D�U�F�K�L�Y�H�� �R�I�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �E�D�F�N�� �W�R�� �L�W�V��
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�E�H�F�R�P�H�� �F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�Y�H�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W�� �8���6�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� �G�D�\�� �R�I��
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�P�D�V�W�H�U�\���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���Z�K�L�W�H�Q�H�V�V�����R�Q���W�K�H���R�Q�H���K�D�Q�G�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���D�V���L�Q�I�H�U�L�R�U���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V���R�I��

�S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\���U�D�F�L�D�O���2�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J���� �R�Q���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���� �7�K�L�V���W�R�S���G�R�Z�Q���K�L�H�U�D�U�F�K�\���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G��

�E�\���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���U�D�F�H���W�K�H�R�U�L�V�W�V���D�V���³�Z�K�L�W�H���R�Y�H�U���F�R�O�R�U���D�V�F�H�Q�G�D�Q�F�\���´���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���D���³�V�\�V�W�H�P���>�«�@��

�W�K�D�W���V�H�U�Y�H�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V�����E�R�W�K���S�V�\�F�K�L�F���D�Q�G���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�����I�R�U���W�K�H�� �G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�W���J�U�R�X�S�´��

���'�H�O�J�D�G�R���D�Q�G���6�W�H�I�D�Q�F�L�F�����������,�Q���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���W�K�H�V�L�V�����W�K�L�V���L�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���L�V���S�U�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���R�Q���V�H�W�W�O�H�U��

�F�R�O�R�Q�L�]�H�U�� �V�X�S�U�H�P�D�F�\���� �L���H������ �W�K�H���L�Q�W�U�L�Q�V�L�F���J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P���R�I�� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P���D�Q�G���L�W�V���O�H�J�D�F�L�H�V���� �D�Q�G��
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�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �Z�R�P�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �L�Q�� �:�H�V�W�H�U�Q�� �W�K�R�X�J�K�W���� �7�K�X�V�� �I�X�V�L�R�Q�� �W�K�H�Q�� �U�H�V�X�O�W�V�� �L�Q�� �D��

�F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�O�\���O�L�Q�N�H�G���D�Q�G���G�H�F�L�G�H�G�O�\���J�R�W�K�L�F���I�L�J�X�U�H�����R�Q�H���(�P�P�D���)�U�D�Q�F�H�V���%�O�R�R�P�I�L�H�O�G���F�D�O�O�V��

�³�Z�R�P�D�Q�D�W�X�U�H���´�� �D�� �³�V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F�� �F�R�Q�I�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�W�W�H�Q�G�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �J�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �R�I��

�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���F�D�U�H���H�P�E�H�G�G�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���W�U�R�S�H���R�I���0�R�W�K�H�U���1�D�W�X�U�H�´�����³�7�U�D�Q�V�F�R�U�S�R�U�H�D�O�´��������������

�$�V���V�X�F�K�����W�K�L�V���W�K�H�V�L�V���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�V���W�K�H���D�I�R�U�H�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G���Z�K�L�W�H���R�Y�H�U���F�R�O�R�U���D�V�F�H�Q�G�D�Q�F�\���D�V��

�W�K�H�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�� �R�I�� �D�� �G�H�F�L�G�H�G�� �K�X�P�D�Q���R�Y�H�U���Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �P�D�Q���R�Y�H�U���Z�R�P�D�Q�� �D�V�F�H�Q�G�D�Q�F�\���� �D�O�O�� �R�I��

�Z�K�L�F�K���K�L�Q�J�H���R�Q���G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V���E�L�Q�D�U�\���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�P�V���W�K�D�W���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q���W�K�H���E�H�L�Q�J�V���R�Q��

�D�O�O���V�L�G�H�V���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���G�L�Y�L�G�H�V�����D���W�U�D�M�H�F�W�R�U�\���,���W�U�D�F�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���J�R�W�K�L�F���W�R���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N��

�K�R�U�U�R�U���D�Q�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���H�U�D���W�R���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� 

�,�� �G�R�� �V�R�� �E�\�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�X�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J���� �I�L�U�V�W���� �W�K�H�� �U�R�O�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �µ�1�H�Z�� �:�R�U�O�G�¶�� �D�V�� �O�D�Q�G���� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O��

�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G���Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���*�D�U�G�H�Q���R�I���(�G�H�Q��

�D�Q�G���L�W�V���J�R�W�K�L�F���X�Q�G�R�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���W�K�H���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�V�¶���D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�V���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���L�Q��

�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�����6�H�F�R�Q�G�����,���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���W�K�H���H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Z�R�P�D�Q�D�W�X�U�H�² �Z�K�L�F�K���,���U�H�D�G���D�V���D���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�W��

�R�I�� �Z�R�P�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H���� �Z�R�P�D�Q�� �D�V�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H���� �D�Q�G�� �Z�R�P�D�Q�¶�V�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�² �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O��

�F�R�Q�T�X�H�V�W�� �R�I�� �,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�V�� �D�V�� �(�D�U�W�K�� �I�R�O�N�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�Q�G�� �D�V�� �D�� �I�H�P�L�Q�L�]�H�G�� �Y�L�U�J�L�Q�� �W�R��

�F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���U�H�S�H�U�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�P�����$�Q�G���W�K�L�U�G�����,���V�X�U�Y�H�\���W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�I���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H��

�D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���R�I���W�K�H���X�Q�G�H�U���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�\���R�I���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��

�I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U���� �7�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H�V�H�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���� �,�� �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�� �W�K�H�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V�� �R�I��

�H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P�� �V�L�Q�F�H���L�W�V�� �W�K�H�R�U�H�W�L�F�D�O�� �L�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�L�G�����������V���� �W�K�H�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I��

�H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���F�U�L�W�L�F�L�V�P���W�R���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���G�H�E�D�W�H�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H�����W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��

�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�² �V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�² �L�Q�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�V���� �D�Q�G��

�V�R�P�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �O�L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �P�\�� �R�Z�Q�� �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�V�� �R�I���P�R�W�K�H�U�������&�D�V�W�O�H���� �D�Q�G���7�K�H�� �9�9�L�W�F�K���L�Q��

�F�K�D�S�W�H�U�V������������ �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���F�R�O�R�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�� �D�Q�G���Z�K�L�W�H�Q�H�V�V���� �,�Q���W�K�H�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�����,��

�R�I�I�H�U���V�R�P�H���Q�H�Z���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V���R�Q���W�K�H�V�H���W�H�[�W�V���W�K�D�W���G�L�G���Q�R�W���I�L�Q�G���V�S�D�F�H���L�Q���P�\���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O��

�S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �O�L�Q�N�� �W�K�H�� �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�� �P�D�W�W�H�U�V�� �W�K�H�\�� �H�Q�J�D�J�H�� �W�R�� �P�R�U�H�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�� �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W��

�V�W�U�D�Q�G�V���R�I���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P���D�Q�G���W�K�H�R�U�L�H�V���L�Q���J�R�W�K�L�F�����K�R�U�U�R�U�����D�Q�G���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���V�W�X�G�L�H�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V��

�W�R���V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���G�H�E�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���P�D�U�N���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���8���6�����S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O��

�F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�V���W�K�H���Q�R�Y�H�O���D�Q�G���I�L�O�P�V���D�U�H���W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���H�P�E�H�G�G�H�G���L�Q�² �I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�R�Q�T�X�H�V�W���R�I���W�K�H��

�µ�1�H�Z�� �:�R�U�O�G�¶�� �W�R�� �H�F�R���I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�� �U�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �����W�K�� �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�� �D�Q�G��

�D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�J�H�Q�L�F���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���L�Q���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���D�J�H���R�I���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���F�U�L�V�H�V���D�Q�G���&�2�9�,�'�������� 

�7�K�H�V�H�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �R�I�� �R�F�F�X�S�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�O�O�D�S�V�H�� �W�K�H�Q�� �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�V�� �E�D�V�H�� �O�L�Q�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H��

���V�X�E���J�H�Q�U�H�V���D�Q�G���W�H�[�W�V���,�� �H�[�S�O�R�U�H���L�Q���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�V������������ �W�K�H�U�H�E�\�� �F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V��

�Z�K�\���W�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\���V�S�U�D�Q�J���I�U�R�P���D�Q�G���V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V�O�\���H�Q�G�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V���R�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N��
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�K�R�U�U�R�U���Y�L�D���D���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P���D�V���L�W�V���D�U�F�K�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���R�I���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P���D�V���D��

�E�R�G�\���R�I���W�K�H�R�U�\���W�K�D�W���D�O�O�R�Z�V���X�V���W�R���W�U�D�F�H���I�R�U�P�V���R�I���G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���J�H�Q�G�H�U���E�D�F�N���W�R��

�W�K�H���J�R�W�K�L�F���U�R�R�W�V���R�I���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���Q�D�W�X�U�H���G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����,�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���P�D�N�H���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���W�K�H�V�H��

�L�G�H�D�V���L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�����W�K�H���U�H�V�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���G�L�V�H�Q�W�D�Q�J�O�H���W�K�H���W�K�H�P�H�V�����J�H�Q�U�H�V�����D�Q�G��

�I�L�H�O�G�V���R�I���V�W�X�G�\���W�K�D�W���P�D�N�H���X�S���W�K�H���W�L�W�O�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���G�L�V�V�H�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� 

1.3 Land, Nature, Wilderness 

�:�U�L�W�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �Q�R�W�R�U�L�R�X�V�O�\�� �Y�D�J�X�H�� �L�Q�� �L�W�V�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�� �W�R��

�G�H�I�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���R�U���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�L�D�W�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�H�U�P�V���Q�D�W�X�U�H�����W�K�H���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W����

�H�F�R�O�R�J�\�����D�Q�G���O�D�Q�G�����(�Y�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���H�F�R�J�R�W�K�L�F�����D���J�H�Q�U�H���W�K�D�W���H�[�S�O�R�U�H�V���W�K�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��

�J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P���D�Q�G���H�F�R�F�U�L�W�L�F�L�V�P�����P�X�F�K���L�V���O�H�I�W���X�Q�V�D�L�G���L�Q���W�K�L�V���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�����,���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���W�K�L�V���O�D�F�N���L�V�����L�Q��

�S�D�U�W���� �H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G�� �E�\�� �/�H�R�� �0�D�U�[���� �Z�K�R�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�V�� �L�Q�� �D�Q�� �H�V�V�D�\�� �³�2�Q�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �1�D�W�X�U�H�� �D�V��

�,�O�O�X�V�L�R�Q�´���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���³�Y�H�U�\���Z�R�U�G���µ�Q�D�W�X�U�H�¶���L�V���D���Q�R�W�R�U�L�R�X�V���V�H�P�D�Q�W�L�F���D�Q�G���P�H�W�D�S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���W�U�D�S�´��

�D�Q�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�\�� �L�W�� �L�V�� �³�X�V�H�G�� �L�Q�� �F�R�P�P�R�Q�� �S�D�U�O�D�Q�F�H�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �G�D�\�V���� �L�W�� �L�V�� �L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W�O�\��

�D�P�E�L�J�X�R�X�V�����:�H���R�I�W�H�Q���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���W�H�O�O���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���L�W���L�V���P�H�D�Q�W���W�R���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���R�U���H�[�F�O�X�G�H���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\�´��

������������������ �7�K�L�V�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�S�W�O�\�� �F�D�S�W�X�U�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �D�S�S�H�D�O�� �R�I�� �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W�O�\��

�D�P�E�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W�� �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�� �R�I�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �L�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�� �H�T�X�D�O�O�\�� �F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�R�U�\�� �J�H�Q�U�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��

�J�R�W�K�L�F���� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�� �D�O�V�R�� �S�R�L�Q�W�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�D�W�L�F�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �E�L�Q�D�U�\�� �L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �:�H�V�W�H�U�Q��

�W�K�R�X�J�K�W���R�I�� �K�X�P�D�Q���Y�V�����Q�D�W�X�U�H���� �R�U���W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q���Y�V���� �W�K�H���Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�����Z�K�H�U�H�E�\���W�K�H���I�R�U�P�H�U��

�Y�L�H�Z�V�� �L�W�V�H�O�I�� �D�V�� �V�X�S�H�U�L�R�U�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�W�W�H�U�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V�O�\�� �V�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J�� �Z�R�U�U�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �I�H�D�U�V��

�R�Y�H�U���Q�D�W�X�U�H�¶�V���S�R�Z�H�U���D�Q�G���L�P�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���G�H�F�D�\���� �$�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H�����V�X�F�K���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V���E�U�L�Q�J��

�X�S�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �µ�K�X�P�D�Q�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�¶�� �D�V�� �D�� �V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G�� �X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O�L�V�P�� �R�I�� �K�X�P�D�Q�Q�H�V�V�� �R�U��

�K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���L�V���R�I�W�H�Q���X�V�H�G���W�R���G�H�I�O�H�F�W���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���G�H�Y�D�V�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q��

�E�H�K�D�O�I�� �R�I�� �D�J�H�Q�W�V�� �R�I�� �:�H�V�W�H�U�Q�� �F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �,�Q�� �U�H�D�O�L�W�\���� �D�V�� �H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�� �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�� �D�Q�G��

�S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�H�U�� �9�D�O�� �3�O�X�P�Z�R�R�G�� �D�U�J�X�H�V�� �L�Q���)�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �0�D�V�W�H�U�\�� �R�I�� �1�D�W�X�U�H������������������

�³�W�K�H�� �I�R�U�F�H�V�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �Z�H�D�O�W�K�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �L�W�� �D�U�H��

�R�Z�Q�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�H�G�� �R�Y�H�U�Z�K�H�O�P�L�Q�J�O�\�� �E�\�� �D�Q�� �X�Q�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�O�H���� �P�D�L�Q�O�\�� �Z�K�L�W�H���� �P�D�L�Q�O�\��

�P�D�O�H�� �H�O�L�W�H�´�� ���������� �W�K�D�W�� �U�X�O�H�V�� �R�Y�H�U�� �µ�2�W�K�H�U�¶�� �K�X�P�D�Q�V���� �7�K�L�V�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �µ�Q�D�W�X�U�H�¶�� �D�V��

�V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G�O�\���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���L�V���Q�R�W���µ�K�X�P�D�Q�¶���D�Q�G���Q�R�W���µ�Z�K�L�W�H�¶�² �D�Q�G���R�I�W�H�Q���Q�R�W���µ�P�D�O�H�¶�² �E�X�W��

�W�K�D�W�� �L�V�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �W�L�P�H�� �Z�L�H�O�G�H�G���� �H�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G���� �D�Q�G�� �X�V�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �K�X�P�D�Q�V�� �K�D�V�� �O�H�G�� �W�R��

�W�K�H�R�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�� �H�S�R�F�K�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H�² �D�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�Y�H�U�V�L�D�O�� �P�R�Q�L�N�H�U�� �,��

�G�L�V�F�X�V�V���L�Q���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�������������L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���L�W�V���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���P�D�O�H�Q�H�V�V���P�D�V�F�X�O�L�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���Z�K�L�W�H�Q�H�V�V�²
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�I�R�U���D���W�L�P�H���S�H�U�L�R�G���Q�R�W���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�O�\���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���E�X�W���R�I�W�H�Q���D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G���D�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W��

�D�Q�G���P�R�V�W���U�H�F�H�Q�W���H�U�D���R�I�� �K�X�P�D�Q���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�H�W�¶�V���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�J�X�D�E�O�\���V�H�H�V��

�P�X�F�K�� �R�I�� �L�W�V�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�� �L�Q�� �K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�W�� �L�G�H�D�V�� �F�H�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J�� �K�X�P�D�Q�V�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O�� �S�O�D�\�H�U�V�� �R�I��

�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���R�Q���(�D�U�W�K�����,�Q���W�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\�����,���X�V�H���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���W�K�H�R�U�\���W�R���X�Q�Y�H�L�O���W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K��

�(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q�� �F�R�Q�T�X�H�V�W�� �D�Q�G�� �G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �µ�1�H�Z�� �:�R�U�O�G�¶�� �D�V�� �µ�Q�D�W�X�U�H�¶�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G��

�V�\�Q�R�Q�\�P�R�X�V�O�\���Z�L�W�K���D���µ�Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V�¶���E�H�J�J�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H���G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F�D�W�H�G���K�D�V���O�H�G���W�R���W�K�L�V���G�X�D�O�L�V�P��

�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �I�H�D�U�V�� �D�O�U�H�D�G�\��

�L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W���W�R���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���Q�R�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P���R�Q�W�R���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q���Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���V�S�D�F�H�V���D�V���Z�H�O�O��

�D�V���W�K�H�L�U���L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�D�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���H�F�R�V�\�V�W�H�P�V�����E�R�W�K���K�X�P�D�Q���D�Q�G���Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�������7�K�L�V���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���K�D�V��

�L�W�V�� �V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J�� �S�R�L�Q�W�� �L�Q�� �F�O�D�L�P�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���� �L���H������ �W�K�H�� �S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���J�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�D�O���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O��

�J�U�R�X�Q�G�V�����V�R�L�O�V�����Z�D�W�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���D�L�U�V���W�K�D�W���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���H�[�L�V�W�H�G���L�Q���Z�K�D�W���L�V���Q�R�Z���1�R�U�W�K���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���S�U�H��

�(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���V�H�W�W�O�H�U�V���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\���S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G���D�V���H�P�S�W�\�����D�Q�G���V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���W�R��

�W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���D�V���D���Z�K�R�O�H�����V�X�F�F�H�V�V�L�Y�H�O�\�����E�\���P�R�Y�L�Q�J���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�H�Q�W���L�Q���U�X�W�K�O�H�V�V�O�\���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W��

�Z�D�\�V�� �W�R�� �V�Z�H�H�S�� �L�W���R�I�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �Z�K�R�� �V�W�R�R�G���L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�L�V�� �G�H�V�L�U�H�G�� �H�P�S�W�L�Q�H�V�V���� �)�U�H�G�H�U�L�F�N��

�-�D�F�N�V�R�Q���7�X�U�Q�H�U�¶�V�������������³�I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���W�K�H�V�L�V�´���O�D�\�V���R�X�W���W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���W�K�L�V���Z�H�V�W�Z�D�U�G���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W��

�L�V���R�Q�H���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�O�\���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V�����Z�K�H�U�H�E�\���³�L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���D�Q�G���V�S�H�H�F�K���W�K�H��

�W�H�U�P���µ�I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�¶���K�D�V���F�R�P�H���W�R���P�H�D�Q���W�K�H���H�G�J�H���R�I���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W�����U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q�����D�V���L�Q���(�X�U�R�S�H�����W�K�H��

�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\�´�� ������������ �7�K�H�� �V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G�O�\�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�G�� �K�H�U�H��

�S�R�L�Q�W�V���W�R���W�K�H���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���D�V���D���O�L�W�H�U�D�O���D�Q�G���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���P�D�U�N�H�U���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���I�R�U�P�V���R�I���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O��

�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�V���� �L���H������ �W�K�H�� �\�H�W���X�Q�F�O�D�L�P�H�G�� �µ�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�¶�� �Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V���� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �R�Q�H�� �K�D�Q�G���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H��

�D�O�U�H�D�G�\�� �F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�H�G�� �F�R�P�S�R�X�Q�G�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �Z�D�V�� �I�R�U�P�H�U�O�\�� �µ�Z�L�O�G�¶�� �E�X�W�� �K�D�V��

�E�H�F�R�P�H�� �µ�X�Q�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�¶�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �K�X�P�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �R�W�K�H�U���� �7�K�H��

�Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �µ�1�H�Z�� �:�R�U�O�G���¶�� �D�V�� �,�� �H�[�S�O�R�U�H�� �I�X�U�W�K�H�U�� �E�H�O�R�Z���� �W�K�X�V�� �H�P�H�U�J�H�G�� �L�W�V�H�O�I�� �D�V�� �D��

�J�R�W�K�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�L�]�H�G�� �V�S�D�F�H�� �R�I�� �E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���F�U�R�V�V�L�Q�J�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �R�F�F�X�S�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �O�D�Q�G�� �D�Q�G��

�F�R�Q�T�X�H�V�W���R�I���Q�D�W�X�U�H�� 

�$�W���W�K�L�V���S�R�L�Q�W�����,���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���G�U�D�Z���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���P�\���V�W�X�G�\���I�R�F�X�V�H�V���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\���R�Q��

�1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���I�R�U���D���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I�� �U�H�D�V�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���H�[�S�O�R�U�H�G���L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J��

�W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�¶�V���S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�F�H���D�V���D���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���J�R�W�K�L�F���D�Q�G���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���W�H�[�W�V��
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�D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���L�W�V���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q���L�G�H�R�O�R�J�L�H�V12���W�K�D�W���L�Q�I�R�U�P���W�K�H���J�H�Q�H�U�L�F�����S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O����

�V�R�F�L�R���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���� �D�Q�G�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�V�� �,�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�� �L�Q�� �P�\�� �D�Q�D�O�\�V�H�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �U�H�J�D�U�G�� �W�R��

�H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P���� �$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�W�U�L�V�P���� ���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���� �J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P���� �D�Q�G�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���� �$�W���W�K�H��

�V�D�P�H�� �W�L�P�H���� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�L�V�� �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���� �,�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�� �W�K�H�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���D�Q�G�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F��

�L�P�S�D�F�W���R�I���&�K�U�L�V�W�R�S�K�H�U���&�R�O�X�P�E�X�V�¶�V���Y�R�\�D�J�H�V���R�Q���1�D�W�L�Y�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���Q�D�W�L�Y�H���O�D�Q�G�V��

�V�L�Q�F�H�������������D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�V���R�I���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W���F�X�O�W�X�U�H��

�L�Q���9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���-�D�P�H�V�W�R�Z�Q���F�R�O�R�Q�\���L�Q���������������H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���Z�L�W�K��

�U�H�J�D�U�G���W�R���H�Q�V�X�L�Q�J���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���R�I���O�D�E�R�U���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�V���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���W�K�D�W���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���W�R�² �R�U��

�U�D�W�K�H�U���� �F�U�H�D�W�H�G�² �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P��13���)�D�\�H�� �5�L�Q�J�H�O�� �S�R�L�Q�W�V�� �R�X�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W��

�K�L�V�W�R�U�L�H�V���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V���W�K�H���³�I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���*�R�W�K�L�F�´�� 

�7�K�H�� �W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q�� �V�H�W�W�O�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �1�H�Z�� �:�R�U�O�G�¶�V�� �L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�D�Q�W�V�� �E�H�F�D�P�H�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I��
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���*�R�W�K�L�F���V�H�F�U�H�W�V�����$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���Z�D�V���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U�����%�R�W�K���F�D�Q���E�H���V�H�H�Q���D�V���E�D�U�E�D�U�L�F��
�V�X�U�Y�L�Y�D�O�V�����F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\���R�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�V�¶���&�L�W�\���R�Q���D���+�L�O�O���R�U���W�K�H���(�Q�O�L�J�K�W�H�Q�P�H�Q�W���L�G�H�D�O�V��
that culminated in the Declaration of Independence . (15) 

�+�H�U���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���³�(�D�U�O�\���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���*�R�W�K�L�F�����3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���1�H�Z���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F���´�����������������W�K�X�V���V�S�H�D�N�V��

�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �D�P�E�L�J�X�L�W�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �,�� �O�D�\�� �R�X�W�� �D�E�R�Y�H����

�F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �H�P�E�H�G�G�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �³�W�D�S�U�R�R�W�� �W�H�[�W�V�� �R�I�� �&�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V�� �*�R�W�K�L�F�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\�´��

�W�K�D�W�� �³�V�K�D�S�H�G���W�K�H�� �I�X�W�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �*�R�W�K�L�F�´�� ������������ �D�� �P�R�G�H�� �R�I�� �L�Q�T�X�L�U�\�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�V��

�S�U�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���R�Q���³�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���'�X�D�O���*�R�W�K�L�F���9�L�V�L�R�Q�´���R�I���³�K�R�U�U�R�U���D�Q�G���W�U�D�Q�V�F�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H�´���������������$�V��

�V�X�F�K�����G�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�D�W���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���5�L�Q�J�H�O���D�O�V�R���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���³�W�D�S�U�R�R�W���W�H�[�W�V�´���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H��

�F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�H�V�� �V�L�Q�F�H�� ������������ �L�W�� �L�V�� �F�O�H�D�U�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�V�¶�� �Y�L�H�Z�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G�� �W�D�N�H�V�� �D�V��

�P�X�F�K�� �F�H�Q�W�H�U�� �V�W�D�J�H�� �L�Q�� �K�H�U�� �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P�² �E�R�W�K�� �U�H�D�O�� �D�Q�G��

�I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O�² �D�V�� �L�W�� �G�R�H�V�� �L�Q�� �P�\�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W���� �5�L�Q�J�H�O�� �Z�U�L�W�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �³�F�D�Q�� �E�H�� �E�R�W�K��

�F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\�´�� ������������ �D�� �Q�R�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�O�V�R�� �D�S�S�O�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�� �1�H�Z��

�(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�����Z�K�H�U�H���Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���U�H�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���R�I�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �D�Q�G���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���X�W�R�S�L�D�V���F�R�O�O�L�G�H���Z�L�W�K��

 
12 I acknowledge that the first Puritans, who arrived in 1630 aboard the Arbella under the leadership of 
�-�R�K�Q���:�L�Q�W�K�U�R�S���D�Q�G���I�R�X�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���R�I���%�R�V�W�R�Q�����Z�H�U�H���S�U�H�F�H�G�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���3�L�O�J�U�L�P�V�����Z�K�R���F�D�P�H���W�R���W�K�H���µ�1�H�Z��
�:�R�U�O�G�¶���R�Q���W�K�H���0�D�\�I�O�R�Z�H�U���L�Q�������������Z�L�W�K���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���%�U�D�G�I�R�U�G���W�R���I�R�X�Q�G���3�O�\�P�R�X�W�K�����³�,�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���D�Q�G���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S����
�W�K�H���W�H�U�P�V���µ�3�L�O�J�U�L�P�V�¶���D�Q�G���µ�3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�V�¶���D�U�H���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���X�V�H�G���V�\�Q�R�Q�\�P�R�X�V�O�\�����D�Q�G���W�K�L�V���F�R�Q�I�O�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W��
�W�K�H���W�Z�R���J�U�R�X�S�V���K�D�G���P�D�Q�\���W�K�L�Q�J�V���L�Q���F�R�P�P�R�Q���´���:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�\���³�R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�O�\���I�R�U�P�H�G���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���´���W�K�H�\��
�³�L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �H�D�F�K�� �R�W�K�H�U�´�� ���3�D�X�O�� ������������ �Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�V�� �Z�K�\�� �µ�W�K�H�� �P�\�W�K�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �3�U�R�P�L�V�H�G�� �/�D�Q�G�¶�� �L�V�� �P�R�V�W�� �R�I�W�H�Q��
�E�U�R�D�G�O�\���D�W�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���W�R���µ�H�D�U�O�\���V�H�W�W�O�H�U�V�¶���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���P�X�F�K���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�S�V�����,�Q���W�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\�����,���W�U�\���W�R��
be as specific as possible with regard to terms of identification; however, neither the Plymouth Pilgrims 
nor the New England Puritans were homogenous communities in themselves, in part because their 
missions and beliefs changed over time (cf. Paul 140), cutting across straightforward terminological 
accuracy. 
13 �&�I�����0�D�W�W�K�H�Z���'�H�V�P�R�Q�G�����³�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���&�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P���,�V���%�U�X�W�D�O�����<�R�X���&�D�Q���7�U�D�F�H���7�K�D�W���W�R���W�K�H���3�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�´������������������
�7�L�\�D���0�L�O�H�V�����³�+�R�Z���6�O�D�Y�H�U�\���0�D�G�H���:�D�O�O���6�W�U�H�H�W�´���������������� 
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�W�K�H�L�U���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���G�\�V�W�R�S�L�D�V�����H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���D���I�D�Q�W�D�V�W�L�F�D�O���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�Q�G���S�O�D�F�H�V���W�K�D�W��

�Z�L�O�O���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���L�F�R�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���8���6�����E�R�W�K���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����$�V���V�X�F�K����

�W�K�H���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�V���J�D�L�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���L�Q���P�\���V�W�X�G�\���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�\�V�����D�V���3�D�X�O���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�V����

�W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���E�H�F�R�P�H���³�W�K�H���S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W�V���R�I���D���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���P�\�W�K���Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�V���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�H�G���D�F�U�R�V�V��

�W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V���D�V���D���V�W�R�U�\���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�V���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�G���E�\���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�V�L�W�\�����L�G�H�D�O�L�V�P����

�V�D�F�U�L�I�L�F�H�����D�Q�G���D���X�W�R�S�L�D�Q���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H�R�O�R�J�\�´�����������������0�D�Q�\���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���V�W�L�O�O���W�K�L�Q�N���R�I���W�K�H��

�3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�V���D�V���W�K�H���³�µ�I�L�U�V�W���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V�¶���L�Q���W�K�H���V�S�L�U�L�W���R�I���Z�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���O�D�W�H�U���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���I�X�O�O��

�I�O�H�G�J�H�G�� �Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���´�� �D�V�� �U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V�� �G�L�V�V�H�Q�W�H�U�V�� �Z�K�R�� �Z�H�U�H��

�³�P�R�U�D�O�O�\�� �V�X�S�H�U�L�R�U�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �P�H�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D�� �&�R�P�S�D�Q�\�´�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�K�R�� �V�H�U�Y�H�� �D�V��

�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V���R�I���³�W�K�H���µ�F�U�D�G�O�H���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�¶���>�Z�K�L�F�K�@���K�D�V���R�I�W�H�Q���E�H�H�Q���O�R�F�D�W�H�G��

�L�Q�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �H�D�U�O�\�� �1�H�Z�� �(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�� �V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�´�� ���������������������� �$�Q�G�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �W�K�L�V�� �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H��

�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���E�H���F�R�Q�W�H�V�W�H�G�����L�W���D�O�V�R���P�D�N�H�V���F�O�H�D�U�����D�V���,���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���L�Q���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�����Z�K�\���D�Q�G��

�K�R�Z���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q���E�H�O�L�H�I���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O�O�\���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���8���6�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���Y�D�O�X�H�V�����D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�V����

�D�Q�G���L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���Q�D�W�X�U�H�����J�H�Q�G�H�U�����U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�����I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�����D�Q�G���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�V�����D�P�R�Q�J���R�W�K�H�U��

�W�K�L�Q�J�V�����Z�H�O�O���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���G�D�\���� 

�7�K�H�V�H���S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\���W�K�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���D�U�H���G�H�H�S�O�\���V�\�P�E�R�O�L�F���R�I���W�K�H�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���&�D�O�Y�L�Q�L�V�W��

�I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N�� �3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�� �V�H�W�W�O�H�U�V�� �E�U�R�X�J�K�W�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�P�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �µ�1�H�Z�� �:�R�U�O�G�¶�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�U�O�\�� �����W�K��

�F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���� �R�Q�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �H�Q�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�H�G�� �D�� �Z�R�U�O�G���� �D�V�� �7�R�P�� �-���� �+�L�O�O�D�U�G�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�V���� �³�L�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �*�R�G��

�U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�H�V���� �D�Q�G�� �D�O�O�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�D�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �G�L�Y�L�Q�H��

�P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�´�� ���³�6�D�O�H�P�´�� ������������ �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �W�K�H�� �µ�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �Z�R�U�O�G���¶�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �W�K�X�V��

�E�H�F�D�P�H���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���Z�D�\���W�K�H���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�V���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���Q�D�W�X�U�H�����/�����0�D�U�[��

�D�U�J�X�H�V���W�K�D�W���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���R�I���G�H�E�D�W�H�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���F�U�L�V�L�V���L�Q���W�K�H�����������V�� 

a large part of the niche in public discourse occupied by the idea of nature has been 
taken over by an updated, matter-of-�I�D�F�W���V�X�U�U�R�J�D�W�H�����µ�W�K�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���¶���,�W���L�V���Q�R�W���G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W����
then, to explain the loss of currency and status the idea has suffered in recent decades. 
�>�«�@�� �µ�Q�D�W�X�U�H�¶�� �L�V�� �R�X�U�� �R�O�G�H�V�W���� �P�R�V�W�� �Q�H�D�U�O�\�� �X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O�� �Q�D�P�H�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�� �Z�R�U�O�G���� �D�Q�G��
despite the alarming extent of human degradation, that world is still very much with us. 
(30)  

�+�H���J�R�H�V���R�Q���W�R���V�D�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�I���Q�D�W�X�U�H���L�Q���³�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���D�Q�G���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�´�������������L�V��

�D�� �W�L�P�H�O�\�� �D�Q�G�� �Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\�� �W�R�S�L�F�� �R�I�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�\�V�� �L�W�V�� �I�X�W�X�U�H�� �O�L�H�V�� �L�Q�� �L�W�V��

�F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���S�D�V�W�����D�Q�G���G�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���K�L�V���H�V�V�D�\���D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G���D�V���I�D�U���E�D�F�N���D�V���������������W�K�L�V���L�V��

�V�W�L�O�O���W�K�H���F�D�V�H�����P�D�\�E�H���P�R�U�H���V�R���W�K�D�Q���H�Y�H�U�����)�U�R�P���W�K�H�V�H���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���L�W���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V���W�K�D�W���D�Q�\��

�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�K�U�D�V�H���µ���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�����H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�V���D���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���Q�D�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G��

�W�K�H���Z�D�\���K�X�P�D�Q�V���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W���Z�L�W�K���L�W�����S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���µ�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶���L�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q��
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�D�Q�G���W�K�H���Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����Z�K�H�Q�F�H���L�W���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�V��

�D�Q�G�� �L�V�� �L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�G�� �E�\�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �D�J�H�Q�F�\���� �+�L�O�O�D�U�G�� �D�G�G�V�� �W�R�� �K�L�V�� �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�V�¶��

�L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �W�K�D�W���� �L�Q�� �U�H�D�O�L�W�\���� �W�K�H�\�� �³�H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�� �Q�R�� �K�D�Y�H�Q�� �Q�R�U�� �V�R�O�D�F�H�´�� �X�S�R�Q��

�D�U�U�L�Y�D�O���L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �µ�1�H�Z�� �:�R�U�O�G�¶�� �³�E�X�W�� �U�D�W�K�H�U�� �µ�V�K�D�U�S�� �D�Q�G�� �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W�¶���� �µ�F�U�X�H�O�� �D�Q�G�� �I�L�H�U�F�H�¶�� �Z�L�Q�W�H�U��

�Z�H�D�W�K�H�U�´���G�L�D�P�H�W�U�L�F�D�O�O�\���R�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���L�G�H�D�O���R�I���W�K�H���µ�3�U�R�P�L�V�H�G���/�D�Q�G�¶���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J��

�I�R�U�� ���³�6�D�O�H�P�´�� ������������ �$�V�� �V�X�F�K���� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �I�D�F�W�R�U�V�� �S�O�D�J�X�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H��

�F�O�L�P�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���R�I�W�H�Q���F�X�W���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H�L�U���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V���D�W���W�D�P�L�Q�J���W�K�H���X�Q�U�X�O�\���Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V�����7�K�X�V�����W�K�H��

�V�H�W�W�O�H�U���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���L�P�S�X�O�V�H���R�I���E�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���Z�L�O�O���D�O�O���µ�1�H�Z���:�R�U�O�G�¶���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���V�\�V�W�H�P�V�����L���H������

�Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���D�V���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�P�V���L�Q�W�H�U�W�Z�L�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V���D�V���Q�D�W�X�U�H����

�I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�V���W�K�H���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���J�R�W�K�L�F���P�R�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���L�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���µ�$�P�H�U�L�F�D���¶���$�U�J�X�D�E�O�\�����W�K�L�V��

�Q�R�W�L�R�Q���R�I���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P���S�R�L�Q�W�V���W�R���D�Q�G���L�V���L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���P�\�W�K���R�I���µ�1�D�W�X�U�H�¶�V���1�D�W�L�R�Q���¶��

�I�L�U�V�W���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�G���E�\���3�H�U�U�\���0�L�O�O�H�U���L�Q���K�L�V�������������H�V�V�D�\���³�1�D�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���(�J�R���´���Z�K�L�F�K����

�D�V���'�R�Q�D�O�G���3�H�D�V�H���D�S�W�O�\���V�X�P�P�D�U�L�]�H�V�����G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�V���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�I�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��

�W�K�H�� �³�H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�� ���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �$�G�D�P���� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

�V�F�H�Q�H�����9�L�U�J�L�Q���/�D�Q�G�����D�Q�G���D�Q���H�[�H�P�S�O�D�U�\���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���P�R�W�L�Y�H�����H�U�U�D�Q�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V�����´��

�U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���³�W�K�H���V�X�S�U�H�P�H���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q���F�D�O�O�H�G���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���O�D�Z�´�������������7�K�H���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V���R�I��

�W�K�L�V���P�\�W�K�R�O�R�J�\���Z�L�O�O���E�H���H�[�S�O�R�U�H�G���L�Q���P�R�U�H���G�H�W�D�L�O���E�H�O�R�Z�����V�X�I�I�L�F�H���L�W���W�R���V�D�\���D�W���W�K�L�V���S�R�L�Q�W���W�K�D�W��

�W�K�L�V���F�R�Q�I�O�D�W�L�R�Q���V�S�H�D�N�V���W�R���/�����0�D�U�[�¶�V���G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���³�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���Q�D�W�X�U�H���D�V���L�O�O�X�V�L�R�Q�´���L�Q���K�L�V��

�U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���R�I���³�W�K�H���S�D�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�´���R�I���W�K�H���µ�1�H�Z���:�R�U�O�G�¶�����F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�H�G���E�L�Q�D�U�L�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V��

�W�K�H�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �Y�V���� �Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���� �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� �H�Q�D�F�W�H�G�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �µ�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�V���¶��

�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���D���F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�H�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���D���Z�L�O�G���Q�D�W�X�U�H�����K�D�Y�H���O�H�G���W�R���Q�D�W�X�U�H�¶�V���R�Z�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�R�U�\��

�S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���³�D�V���D�Q���R�E�M�H�F�W���R�I���Y�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���R�I���F�R�Q�T�X�H�V�W���´���$�Q�\���F�O�D�L�P���W�R���Q�D�W�X�U�H�¶�V���L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W��

�³�V�W�D�W�X�V�� �D�V�� �D�� �V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H���� �G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�� �Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�� �H�Q�W�L�W�\�´�� �L�V�� �³�L�O�O�X�V�R�U�\�´�� ���������� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �³�Z�H��

�K�D�Y�H���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���D���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�Y�H���U�H�D�O�P���R�I���W�K�H���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�´�������������H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�������R�Q�H���W�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H��

�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�� �R�I�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �L�Q�W�H�U�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���� �Q�R�W�� �R�I�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�¶�V�� �D�O�O�H�J�H�G�O�\�� �L�Q�W�U�L�Q�V�L�F�� �2�W�K�H�U�Q�H�V�V���� �7�K�H��

�Q�R�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �µ�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�� �D�V�� �1�D�W�X�U�H�¶�V�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q���¶�� �D�V�� �D�� �I�R�O�N�� �H�P�E�H�G�G�H�G�� �L�Q�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �O�L�N�H�� �Q�R�� �R�W�K�H�U����

�L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�V�� �D�� �V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\�� �G�H�F�H�S�W�L�Y�H�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���� �D�V�� �'�D�U�U�\�O�� �9���� �&�D�W�H�U�L�Q�H�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�V�� �L�Q���+�D�X�Q�W�H�G��

�*�U�R�X�Q�G�������������������Q�D�P�H�O�\���D�V���D���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���R�I���³�D���X�W�R�S�L�D�Q���V�S�D�F�H�����D���G�U�H�D�P�V�F�D�S�H�����D���Z�R�U�O�G���Z�L�W�K��

�Q�R�� �O�L�P�L�W�V�´�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�D�V���� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�� �³�X�Q�V�H�W�W�O�H�G�´�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �³�R�W�K�H�U�� �Z�R�U�O�G�V�� �R�I�� �Q�D�W�L�Y�H��

�F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�´���D�Q�G���Z�R�X�O�G���W�K�X�V���E�H�F�R�P�H���³�D���Z�R�Q�G�H�U���I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���F�D�P�H���W�R���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���L�Q���L�W�V��

�Z�D�N�H���D�Q�G���D���J�U�D�Y�H�\�D�U�G���I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���K�H�U�H���E�H�I�R�U�H�´�����[�[�L�L�L�����[�[�L�������7�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V��

�K�D�X�Q�W�H�G���� �K�H�� �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�G�V���� �H�Y�H�Q�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�� �W�K�U�H�D�W�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �S�O�D�J�X�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�W�W�O�H�U�V�� �K�D�Y�H��

�E�H�F�R�P�H�� �U�H�S�O�D�F�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �2�W�K�H�U�V���� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H���� �X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���� �W�K�H�\�� �D�O�O�� �M�X�V�W�� �³�W�D�N�H�� �W�X�U�Q�V��

�X�Q�Q�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�D�Q�W�V���R�I�� �1�D�W�X�U�H�¶�V���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�´�����[�L�L������ �$�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H�F�R�P�H���F�O�H�D�U���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W��
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�W�K�L�V�� �F�K�D�S�W�H�U���� �W�K�L�V�� �L�G�H�D�� �L�V�� �E�R�W�K�� �W�U�X�H�� �D�Q�G�� �X�Q�W�U�X�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�� �J�R�W�K�L�F���� �W�K�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��

�J�R�W�K�L�F���� �D�Q�G�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �Q�R�� �P�D�W�W�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�¶�V�� �V�K�D�S�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��

�F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�����L�W���S�H�U�P�D�Q�H�Q�W�O�\���F�D�U�U�L�H�V���W�K�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���J�R�W�K�L�F���2�W�K�H�U�² �W�K�H���µ�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�¶���D�V��

�D�� �U�D�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �P�D�U�N�H�U�� �R�I�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�² �D�V�� �L�W�V�� �F�R�U�H���� �D�Q�G�� �L�V�� �W�K�X�V�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �D�O�U�H�D�G�\�� ���U�H���F�R�O�R�Q�L�]�H�G��

�D�Q�H�Z�� 

�7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���� �W�K�L�V�� �V�W�X�G�\�� �K�L�Q�J�H�V�� �R�Q�� �D�Q�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �D�V��

�L�Q�H�[�W�U�L�F�D�E�O�\���L�Q�W�H�U�W�Z�L�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���P�\�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���8���6�����D�V���µ�1�D�W�X�U�H�¶�V���1�D�W�L�R�Q���¶���Z�K�L�F�K���H�P�H�U�J�H�V��

�D�V�� �D�� �I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �O�R�F�X�V�� �R�I�� �F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �W�R�� �F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��

�K�R�U�U�R�U���W�H�[�W�V���W�K�D�W���H�[�S�O�R�U�H���W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���W�K�L�V���I�D�Q�W�D�V�\���K�D�V���F�R�P�H���W�R���H�Q�F�R�P�S�D�V�V���I�R�U�P�V���R�I���Q�D�W�X�U�H��

�G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�\�� �U�H�O�D�W�H�� �W�R�� �K�X�P�D�Q�V�� �R�I�� �D�Q�� �L�Q�I�H�U�L�R�U��

�R�U�G�H�U�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �:�H�V�W�H�U�Q�� �L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���� �+�L�O�O�D�U�G�� �S�R�L�J�Q�D�Q�W�O�\�� �D�U�J�X�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �³�V�\�P�E�R�O�L�F����

�F�X�U�V�H�G�����S�R�V�W�O�D�S�V�D�U�L�D�Q���H�D�U�W�K�´���W�K�H���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�V���L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�G���X�S�R�Q���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���D�W���D�Q�G���W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���P�D�N�H��

�V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���µ�1�H�Z���:�R�U�O�G�¶ 

anticipates the settings of the literary Gothic mode a century later, and it possesses 
interesting implications for ecocriticism. Scholarship about the literary Gothic has long 
acknowledged the important function of landscape and nature as setting for Gothic 
�I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�������³�6�D�O�H�P�´��������-111) 

�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����D�V���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G���D�E�R�Y�H�����L�W���U�D�U�H�O�\���G�R�H�V���V�R���D�V���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���D���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J���R�U���D�V���D���S�R�L�Q�W���R�I��

�L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�R�F�L�D�O���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���R�I���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���I�R�U�P�V���R�I���G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V���,���U�H�D�G���W�K�H�P��

�K�H�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���R�I���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P�����+�L�O�O�D�U�G�¶�V���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���³�O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���D�Q�G���Q�D�W�X�U�H�´��

���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�����D�O�V�R���S�R�L�Q�W�V���W�R���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���P�X�V�W���E�H���V�R�P�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��
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the Gothic in America means studying the foundation of a distinctly American 
literature, supporting Leslie Fiedler, whose Love and Death in the American Novel  first 
declared in 1960 that all American literature was Gothic. (16) 
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�P�D�O�H�� �V�S�K�H�U�H���� �D�� �G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�� �0�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W�� �U�H�Y�L�V�L�W�V�� �L�Q�� �D�� ���������� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �W�R�� �K�H�U�� �R�Z�Q�� �E�R�R�N�� �D�Q�G��

�U�H�I�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �D�V�� �³�W�K�H�� �G�L�D�O�H�F�W�L�F�V�� �R�I�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�´�� �W�K�D�W�� �G�H�I�L�Q�H�G�� �K�H�U�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�O��

�³�V�R�F�L�D�O�L�V�W�� �H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P�´�� ���³�6�F�L�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F�´�� ������������ �,�Q�� �K�H�U�� �O�D�W�H�U�� �V�W�X�G�\���(�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V����

�1�D�W�X�U�H�����*�H�Q�G�H�U�����D�Q�G���6�F�L�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�������������������0�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W���W�U�D�F�H�V���W�K�H�V�H���P�R�G�H�U�Q��

�H�I�I�H�F�W�V���E�D�F�N���W�R���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�����V�R�F�L�D�O�����D�Q�G���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�R�R�N���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G��
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�I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �����W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���R�Q�Z�D�U�G�V���D�Q�G�� �W�K�D�W���L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G�� �D�O�O�� �I�X�W�X�U�H�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�V����

�D�Q�G���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���L�Q���D�Q�G���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���Z�K�D�W���L�V���Q�R�Z���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����³�1�H�Z��

�(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���L�V���D���P�L�U�U�R�U���R�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���´���0�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W���F�O�D�L�P�V���L�Q���W�K�H���E�R�R�N�¶�V���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J�����(�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O��

�������� �R�Q�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �K�D�V�� �F�R�P�H�� �W�R�� �H�Q�F�R�P�S�D�V�V�� �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O�� �Z�D�Y�H�V�� �R�I�� �I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�K�D�W��

�V�S�H�D�N�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �(�D�V�W�H�U�Q�� �8���6���� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�U�H�� �R�I�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H����

�6�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���'�R�Q�Q�D���+�D�U�D�Z�D�\���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H���P�R�Q�L�N�H�U���µ�$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H�¶�����F�I����

�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�������������D�Q�G���X�V�H���µ�&�D�S�L�W�D�O�R�F�H�Q�H�¶���L�Q���L�W�V���V�W�H�D�G�����D���W�H�U�P���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���R�I���S�R�Z�H�U��

�W�K�D�W�� �O�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �V�S�U�H�D�G�� �R�I�� �F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�V�� �L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O��

�L�Q�M�X�V�W�L�F�H�V�����(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q���-�D�V�R�Q���:�����0�R�R�U�H���D�Q�G���H�F�R�F�U�L�W�L�F���:�H�Q�G�\���$�U�R�Q�V���D�O�V�R��

�F�R�Q�W�H�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���Q�H�R�O�R�J�L�V�P���&�D�S�L�W�D�O�R�F�H�Q�H���L�V���D���P�R�U�H���D�S�W���G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�R�U���I�R�U���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�Q�J��

�R�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V���D�W���S�O�D�\���L�Q���W�K�H�������V�W���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�����D�Q�G���R�Q�H���W�K�D�W���P�L�J�K�W���H�Y�H�Q���K�D�Y�H���L�W�V���R�U�L�J�L�Q�V���L�Q���P�X�F�K��

�H�D�U�O�L�H�U���V�W�U�D�Q�G�V���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����D�V���0�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W�¶�V�������������V�W�X�G�\���R�Q���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���V�K�R�Z�V�� 

�7�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���0�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V���L�V���W�K�H���³�F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���´���Z�K�L�F�K��

�Z�D�V���H�[�W�H�U�Q�D�O�O�\���P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���D�Q�G���³�U�H�V�X�O�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�D�S�V�H���R�I���L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�H�V���´��

�%�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���³�H�[�W�U�D�F�W�H�G���Q�D�W�L�Y�H���V�S�H�F�L�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�L�U���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�V���´���L�W���³�S�O�D�F�H�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�G��

�(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q�� �K�X�P�D�Q�V�� �D�E�R�Y�H�� �Z�L�O�G�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H���� �R�W�K�H�U�� �D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���� �D�Q�G�� �µ�E�H�D�V�W�O�L�N�H�� �V�D�Y�D�J�H�V�¶���´�� �D�Q�G��

�V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �³�D�Q�� �L�P�D�J�H�� �R�I�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �D�V�� �I�H�P�D�O�H�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�E�V�H�U�Y�L�H�Q�W�� �W�R�� �D��

�W�U�D�Q�V�F�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���P�D�O�H���*�R�G�´�����0�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W�����(�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�����������7�K�L�V���Z�D�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���³�F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�W��

�H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���´���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���³�L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�H�G���E�\���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O���W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G��

�D�Q�G�� �E�\�� �D�� �G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�� �P�D�U�N�H�W�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�´�� �W�K�D�W�� �F�U�H�D�W�H�G�� �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�� �I�R�U�P�V�� �R�I�� �S�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G��

�³�G�H�P�D�Q�G�H�G�� �D�Q�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�� �R�I�� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �O�D�E�R�U���� �O�D�Q�G�� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���� �D�Q�G�� �D��

�O�H�J�L�W�L�P�D�W�L�Q�J�� �P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�W�L�F�� �V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���´�� �7�K�L�V�� �I�R�U�P�� �R�I�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���� �0�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W��

�F�O�D�L�P�V���� �L�V�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �G�X�D�O�L�V�W�L�F�� �V�S�O�L�W�� �R�I�� �³�K�X�P�D�Q�� �F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V�� �L�Q�W�R�� �D��

�G�L�V�H�P�E�R�G�L�H�G���D�Q�D�O�\�W�L�F���P�L�Q�G���D�Q�G���D���U�R�P�D�Q�W�L�F���H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�H�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�´�������������D���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W��

�E�H�J�D�Q�� �D�V�� �D�� �Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�Z�R�� �V�L�G�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\�� �U�H�V�X�O�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �D��

�I�U�D�J�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�D�W�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �P�L�Q�G�� ���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�� �R�I�� �U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J����

�V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�����N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�����D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���E�R�G�\�����H�P�E�O�H�P�D�W�L�F���R�I���D�I�I�H�F�W�����I�H�H�O�L�Q�J�����E�L�R�O�R�J�\����

�S�U�R�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���Q�D�W�X�U�H�������7�K�H�U�H�E�\�����P�D�O�H�Q�H�V�V���P�D�V�F�X�O�L�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���I�H�P�D�O�H�Q�H�V�V���I�H�P�L�Q�L�Q�L�W�\����

�U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�����F�D�P�H���W�R���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���W�K�H�V�H���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H���H�Q�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�W�U�X�P�����W�K�X�V���G�H�I�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H��

�G�L�D�O�H�F�W�L�F���R�I���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G���D�E�R�Y�H�����:�K�H�Q���Z�H���W�X�U�Q���R�X�U���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q��

�E�D�F�N���W�R���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���P�R�P�H�Q�W�����Z�K�L�O�H���N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���P�L�Q�G�����Z�K�D�W��

�F�R�P�H�V�� �L�Q�W�R�� �I�R�F�X�V�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�\�� �:�H�Q�G�\�� �$�U�R�Q�V���� �L�Q�� �K�H�U�� ���������� �H�V�V�D�\�� �³�7�U�D�J�H�G�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��

�&�D�S�L�W�D�O�R�F�H�Q�H���´���V�L�W�X�D�W�H�V���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���&�D�S�L�W�D�O�R�F�H�Q�H���D�W���W�K�H���³�Q�H�[�X�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P���D�Q�G��
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�F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P���´���W�K�H�U�H�E�\���W�U�D�F�L�Q�J���L�W�V���F�R�U�H���E�D�F�N���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�W���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�H�V���R�I���µ�1�H�Z��

�:�R�U�O�G�¶���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�V�� 

�>�7�@�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���X�V�X�D�O�O�\���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�D�W���µ�1�D�W�X�U�H�¶���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���P�D�S�S�H�G�����H�[�S�O�R�U�H�G����
surveyed, and appropriated for the accumulation of capital, and the mapping, 
exploring, and surveying process�² �D�O�O�����R�I�W�H�Q�����L�Q���W�K�H���Q�D�P�H���R�I���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F���µ�D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W�¶�²
inevitably resulted in the displacement, enslavement, or extermination of those people. 
Even some geologists and theorists who would advocate for calling our epoch the 
�µ�$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H�¶�� �S�R�L�Q�W�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �U�X�S�W�X�U�H�V�� �R�I�� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �D�U�J�X�H�� �L�Q�� �I�D�Y�R�U�� �R�I�� �G�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��
beginning of the epoch to the fifteenth century. (20)  

�,�Q���³�7�K�H���5�L�V�H���R�I���&�K�H�D�S���1�D�W�X�U�H���´���D�Q���H�V�V�D�\���I�U�R�P���K�L�V�������������H�G�L�W�H�G���Y�R�O�X�P�H���$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H���R�U��

�&�D�S�L�W�D�O�R�F�H�Q�H�"���1�D�W�X�U�H�����+�L�V�W�R�U�\�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�U�L�V�L�V���R�I���&�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P�����-�D�V�R�Q���:�����0�R�R�U�H���D�G�G�V���W�R��

�W�K�L�V���Q�H�[�X�V�² �R�U�����U�D�W�K�H�U�����U�H�D�G�V���W�K�L�V���Q�H�[�X�V���D�V�² �D���Z�D�\���R�I���Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P���D�V���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q��

�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�V���� �Q�D�P�H�O�\�� �D�V�� �³�D�� �Q�H�Z�� �Z�D�\�� �R�I�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�� �D�� �Q�H�Z�� �Z�D�\�� �R�I��

�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���Z�R�U�N�����U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���O�L�I�H�´��������������

�5�H�D�G�� �L�Q�� �F�R�Q�M�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�� �R�I�� �1�H�Z�� �(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�� �H�F�R�V�\�V�W�H�P�V�� ���Z�K�H�U�H�E�\�� �µ�H�F�R�¶��

�G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�V�� �E�R�W�K�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�V��14���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�G�� �D�E�R�Y�H���� �$�U�R�Q�V�¶�V�� �D�Q�G�� �-����
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14 In Anthropocene Fictions: The Novel in A Time of Climate Change  (2015), Adam Trexler offers a 
�U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�L�S�D�U�W�L�W�H�� �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�I�L�[�� �µ�H�F�R�¶�� �Z�L�W�K�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\�� �Q�R�Y�H�O�V�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �F�O�L�P�D�W�H��
�F�K�D�Q�J�H���D�U�H���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G�����,�Q���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���I�R�X�U�����³�(�F�R-�1�R�P�L�F�V�����'�R�P�H�V�W�L�F�L�W�\�����(�F�R�O�R�J�\�����D�Q�G���3�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���(�F�R�Q�R�P�\���´���K�H��
�Z�U�L�W�H�V�����³�)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���*�U�H�H�N���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���µ�K�R�P�H���¶���W�K�H���Q�R�Y�H�O�V���L�Q���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���H�[�S�O�R�U�H���Z�K�D�W���L�W���P�H�D�Q�V���W�R���G�Z�H�O�O��
in the Anthropocene, when climate change already affects the reader here, not in a distant time or place. 
Predictably, many�² though not all �² of the novels in question take up the question of contemporary 
domesticity as such: the fitness of twentieth-century homes, food, family arrangements, work, and 
�V�K�R�S�S�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H�����>�«�@���6�H�F�R�Q�G�����W�K�H�V�H���Q�R�Y�H�O�V���D�U�H���P�R�U�H���E�U�R�D�G�O�\���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�����G�H�D�O�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
material circumstances of human bein�J�V�����>�«�@���7�K�L�U�G�����W�K�H�V�H���Q�R�Y�H�O�V���H�Q�J�D�J�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�����7�K�L�V���L�V���Q�R�W��
�W�R���V�D�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�D�W���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�����Q�R�U���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���D�Q���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���µ�Z�D�\���R�I���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���¶��
�7�K�H�\�� �D�U�H�� �Q�R�W�� �S�D�H�D�Q�V�� �W�R�� �µ�Q�D�W�X�U�H���¶�� �H�L�W�K�H�U���� �:�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �Q�R�Y�H�O�V�� �G�R���� �L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���� �L�V�� �W�R�� �Eegin to account for the 
�D�J�H�Q�F�\���R�I���Q�R�Q�K�X�P�D�Q���W�K�L�Q�J�V���L�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���D�I�I�D�L�U�V�´����������-171). 
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15 The Project continues to be met with criticism. In a letter to the editor of The New York Times 
Magazine �����D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���I�R�U�P�H�U���3�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U�V���R�I���+�L�V�W�R�U�\���Z�U�L�W�H�����³�Z�H���D�U�H���G�L�V�P�D�\�H�G���D�W���V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H��
factual errors in the project and the closed process behind it. These errors, which concern major events, 
�F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���D�V���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���µ�I�U�D�P�L�Q�J�¶�´�����6�L�Overstein). Similarly, Professor of History Leslie 
M. Harris discloses in a 2020 essay that the Times published statements she had earlier advised against 
�L�Q���I�D�Y�R�U���R�I���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�Q�H�V�V�����2�Q�H���P�D�M�R�U���S�R�L�Q�W���R�I���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���L�V���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���L�Q�������������³�H�Qslaved 
Africans were part of a Spanish expedition to establish an outpost on the North American coast in 
present-�G�D�\�� �6�R�X�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���´�� �G�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I�� �V�O�D�Y�H�U�\�� �L�Q���W�K�H���µ�1�H�Z���:�R�U�O�G�¶�� �D�O�P�R�V�W���R�Q�H���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G��
years before the establishment of Jamestown, as Mich�D�H�O���*�X�D�V�F�R���Q�R�W�H�V���L�Q���D�Q���H�V�V�D�\���W�L�W�O�H�G���³�7�K�H���)�D�O�O�D�F�\���R�I��
�������������5�H�W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���+�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q�V���L�Q���(�D�U�O�\���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���´���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���W�Z�R���\�H�D�U�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H��
1619 Project began. Times Editor-in -chief Jake Silverstein responded to some of these criticisms by 
poi�Q�W�L�Q�J���R�X�W���W�K�D�W���³�Z�H���G�R�Q�¶�W���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���U�H�T�X�H�V�W���I�R�U���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���W�K�H�������������3�U�R�M�H�F�W���L�V���Z�D�U�U�D�Q�W�H�G���´���,�Q��
September 2020, then-President of the United States Donald Trump established an advisory committee 
named the 1776 Commission, which was ostensibly devised as a counter-initiative to the 1619 Project in 
�R�U�G�H�U���W�R���³�R�I�I�H�U�� �U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O�� �*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���W�R�� �S�U�R�P�R�W�H���S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�F���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�´�� �D�Q�G���W�R��
�S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�]�H���³�S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���R�X�U���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�´�����³�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�´�������Z�K�L�F�K���7�U�X�P�S���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���Z�D�V���X�Q�G�H�U���D�W�W�D�F�N���E�\���D���³�µ�W�Z�L�V�W�H�G��
web �R�I���O�L�H�V�¶���E�H�L�Q�J���W�D�X�J�K�W���L�Q���8���6�����F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P�V���D�E�R�X�W���V�\�V�W�H�P�L�F���U�D�F�L�V�P���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�´�� ���:�L�V�H�������3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���-�R�H��
Biden rescinded the 1776 Commission only hours after his inauguration on January 20, 2021 via an 
executive order. 
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�F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P���D�Q�G���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P�´�����$�U�R�Q�V�������������E�D�F�N���W�R���&�R�O�X�P�E�X�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���W�U�D�Q�V���$�W�O�D�Q�W�L�F���V�O�D�Y�H��

�W�U�D�G�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �����W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���� �E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G�� �S�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �K�D�G�� �H�Y�H�Q���E�H�H�Q��

�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���µ�1�H�Z���:�R�U�O�G���¶���$���F�R�Q�Y�L�Q�F�L�Q�J���W�H�V�W�D�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���R�Q�V�H�W���F�D�Q���E�H��

�I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���H�G�L�W�H�G���Y�R�O�X�P�H���6�O�D�Y�H�U�\�¶�V���&�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P�����$���1�H�Z���+�L�V�W�R�U�\��

�R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�������������������L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���6�Y�H�Q���%�H�F�N�H�U�W���D�Q�G���6�H�W�K���5�R�F�N�P�D�Q��

�H�F�K�R�� �D�� �P�X�O�W�L�W�X�G�H�� �R�I�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�� �L�Q�� �Q�D�P�L�Q�J�� �³�V�O�D�Y�H�U�\�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��

�L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�����R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�����O�H�J�D�O���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V�����D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���Z�L�W�K��

�U�H�P�D�U�N�D�E�O�H�� �S�R�Z�H�U�� �W�R�� �G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�� �W�K�H�� �O�L�I�H�� �F�K�D�Q�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �P�R�Y�L�Q�J�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �V�R�F�L�H�W�\�� �D�V��

�E�O�D�F�N���R�U���Z�K�L�W�H�´�������������:�K�D�W���Z�H���F�D�Q���G�H�U�L�Y�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�L�V���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���L�V���W�K�D�W���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���V�H�U�Y�H�V���Q�R�W��
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�R�Q�O�\���D�V���W�K�H���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�W���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���E�X�W���D�O�V�R���D�V���D���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O��

�J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J���P�X�F�K���R�I���L�W�V���J�R�W�K�L�F���D�Q�G���K�R�U�U�R�U���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G��

�W�H�V�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���³�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\�¶�V���*�R�W�K�L�F���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�´���D�Q�G���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���J�R�W�K�L�F��

�K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �R�I�� �V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �P�H�U�J�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �³�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O�� �D�I�I�L�Q�L�W�\�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �G�L�V�F�R�X�U�V�H�� �R�I��

�V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���*�R�W�K�L�F�´�����*�R�G�G�X�����������P�R�U�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\�� 

�7�K�H���\�H�D�U�������������D�O�V�R���V�W�D�Q�G�V���R�X�W���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���R�I���W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�I���Z�R�P�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�O�R�Q�L�H�V�����$�����(����

�6�P�L�W�K���Z�U�L�W�H�V���W�K�D�W�� 

beginning in 1619, groups of young women were dispatched to make wives for the 
planters. The company instructed its officials in Virginia to guard these women 
carefully, to see that they were not married against their wishes, and to make sure that 
every colonist who took one remitted the company 120 pounds of tobacco as the price 
of her passage. (12) 

�$�V���V�X�F�K�����L�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���V�H�O�O�L�Q�J���Z�R�P�H�Q���L�Q�W�R���L�Q�G�H�Q�W�X�U�H���D�V���P�D�L�G�V���R�U���G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F���V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W�V���W�R��

�U�X�Q�� �W�K�H�� �K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G�� �D�Q�G�� �W�D�N�H�� �F�D�U�H�� �R�I�� �W�D�V�N�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �Z�H�D�Y�L�Q�J���� �P�D�Q�\�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �Z�H�U�H�� �D�O�V�R��

�W�U�H�D�W�H�G���O�L�N�H���J�R�R�G�V���D�Q�G���H�[�S�R�U�W�H�G���D�V���F�R�P�P�R�G�L�W�L�H�V�����I�R�U�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���W�K�H���F�R�O�R�Q�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H��

�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�� �D�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�� �R�I�� �E�R�W�K�� �F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G�� �S�D�W�U�L�D�U�F�K�D�O�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�� �E�\�� �D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\��

������������ �/�L�Q�G�D�� �/���� �6�W�X�U�W�]�� �Z�U�L�W�H�V�� �L�Q���:�L�W�K�L�Q�� �+�H�U�� �3�R�Z�H�U���� �3�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�G�� �:�R�P�H�Q�� �L�Q�� �&�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O��

�9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D�����������������W�K�D�W���³�>�H�@�L�J�K�W�\���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I���H�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W���Z�R�P�H�Q���I�U�R�P���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���Z�K�R���F�D�P�H���W�R��

�9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D���D�U�U�L�Y�H�G���D�V���L�Q�G�H�Q�W�X�U�H�G���V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���I�D�F�H�G���W�K�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G��

�V�H�[�X�D�O���D�E�X�V�H�´�����V�W�L�O�O�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�����P�D�Q�\���D���Z�R�P�D�Q���K�R�S�H�G���W�R���³�P�D�U�U�\��

�K�H�U���Z�D�\���R�X�W���R�I���V�H�U�Y�L�W�X�G�H�´�������������������<�R�X�Q�J���Z�R�P�H�Q���L�Q���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���Z�H�U�H���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���J�D�L�Q���V�R�P�H��

�F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�� �R�Y�H�U�� �I�D�P�L�O�\�� �D�V�V�H�W�V�� �L�Q�� �9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �R�I�� �K�L�J�K�� �P�R�U�W�D�O�L�W�\�� �U�D�W�H�V�� �D�P�R�Q�J�� �P�H�Q����

�Z�K�H�U�H�D�V�� �L�Q�� �1�H�Z�� �(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���� �I�R�U�� �H�[�D�P�S�O�H���� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �Z�H�U�H�� �U�D�U�H�O�\�� �D�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�� �V�X�F�K��

�D�X�W�R�Q�R�P�\���� �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �L�W�� �L�V�� �F�O�H�D�U�� �I�U�R�P�� �6�W�X�U�W�]�¶�V�� �V�W�X�G�\�� �W�K�D�W�� �³�9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\��

�R�E�W�D�L�Q�H�G���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���R�Y�H�U���O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���V�O�D�Y�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���Z�L�G�R�Z�K�R�R�G���D�Q�G���Q�R�W���>�«�@���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�L�U��

�R�Z�Q�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�´�� ���������� �D�Q�G�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �P�R�U�W�D�O�L�W�\�� �U�D�W�H�V�� �G�H�F�O�L�Q�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �����W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���� �V�R�� �G�L�G�� �W�K�H�V�H��

�Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���F�K�D�Q�F�H�V���D�W���Z�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���D�J�H�Q�F�\���Z�D�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���E�H�I�R�U�H�����U�H���L�Q�V�F�U�L�E�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H��

�P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�� �D�Q�G�� �I�D�P�L�O�\�� �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�� �D�� �W�R�S���G�R�Z�Q�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �O�H�D�Y�H�� �Z�R�P�H�Q��

�H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�O�\�� �G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�V�� �D�Q�G�� �R�V�W�H�Q�V�L�E�O�\�� �D�V�� �S�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �P�H�Q�� �W�R��

�F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�����,�Q���I�D�F�W�����D�V���&�D�U�R�O���'�D�Y�L�V�R�Q���U�H�S�R�U�W�V�����³�>�H�@�L�J�K�W�H�H�Q�W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���O�D�Z���X�S�K�H�O�G��

�W�K�H�� �L�G�H�D�� �W�K�D�W�� �P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�� �Z�D�V�� �D�� �I�R�U�P�� �R�I�� �µ�Y�L�O�O�H�L�Q�D�J�H���¶�� �R�U�� �L�Q�G�H�Q�W�X�U�H�G�� �V�H�U�Y�L�W�X�G�H�´�� ��������������

�Z�K�H�U�H�E�\���V�K�H���U�H�I�H�U�V���W�R���W�K�H���M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���&�R�X�U�W���R�I���.�L�Q�J�¶�V���%�H�Q�F�K���L�Q���W�K�H������������

�F�D�V�H���6�R�P�H�U�V�H�W���Y�����6�W�H�Z�D�U�W�����L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���-�X�G�J�H���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���0�X�U�U�D�\���� �/�R�U�G���R�I���0�D�Q�V�I�L�H�O�G�����U�X�O�H�G��

�V�O�D�Y�H�U�\�� �L�O�O�H�J�D�O�� �L�Q�� �(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �Q�R�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �(�Q�J�O�L�V�K�� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�H�V���� �D�Q�G�� �V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V�O�\��
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�H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�G�� �P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�� �D�V�� �³�I�H�X�G�D�O�� �V�H�U�I�G�R�P�� �R�U�� �F�R�X�Y�H�U�W�X�U�H�´�� ���0�H�O�O�R�U�� ������������ �7�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �O�D�Z�V��

�D�S�S�O�L�H�G���L�Q���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�����Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�V�¶���I�L�U�P���E�H�O�L�H�I���L�Q���2�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���6�L�Q���D�Q�G�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\����

�(�Y�H�¶�V�� �U�R�O�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �G�R�Z�Q�I�D�O�O�� �R�I�� �P�D�Q���D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �*�D�U�G�H�Q���R�I�� �(�G�H�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�� �X�Q�G�H�U�S�L�Q�Q�H�G��

�W�K�H�L�U���F�R�Q�Y�L�F�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �Z�H�U�H�� �Z�H�D�N���� �V�X�V�F�H�S�W�L�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �V�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �'�H�Y�L�O���� �D�Q�G��

�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�� �G�L�V�D�O�O�R�Z�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �R�Z�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���� �D�Q�G�� �D�J�H�Q�F�\���� �:�K�L�O�H�� �L�Q�G�H�Q�W�X�U�H�G��

�V�H�U�Y�L�W�X�G�H���L�Q���W�K�H���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���D���P�D�O�H���O�D�E�R�U���I�R�U�F�H���Z�D�V���O�H�V�V���F�R�P�P�R�Q���L�Q���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���W�K�D�Q���L�Q��

�9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D�����L�Q���S�D�U�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���O�H�V�V���G�H�P�D�Q�G���I�R�U���Z�R�U�N���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���F�R�O�R�Q�L�H�V���E�X�W��

�D�O�V�R���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W�R�U�L�R�X�V�O�\���³�V�F�D�Q�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H�����F�K�D�U�\��

�R�I�� �I�D�Y�R�U�V���� �>�D�Q�G�@�� �K�R�V�W�L�O�H�� �W�R�� �Q�H�Z�F�R�P�H�U�V�´�� ���$���� �(���� �6�P�L�W�K�� �������� �P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�� �D�V�� �L�Q�G�H�Q�W�X�U�H�G��

�V�H�U�Y�L�W�X�G�H�� �I�R�U�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �E�H�F�D�P�H�� �D�Q�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �Q�R�U�P�� �L�Q�� �L�W�V�H�O�I���� �:�R�P�H�Q�� �Z�H�U�H�� �S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\��

�Y�D�O�X�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �U�R�O�H�� �D�V�� �P�R�W�K�H�U�V���� �W�K�H�L�U�� �V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G�O�\�� �µ�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�¶�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�X�V�� �V�R�O�H�� �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H��

�G�H�V�W�L�Q�\���� �K�H�Q�F�H�� �Z�K�\�� �P�R�W�K�H�U�K�R�R�G�� �E�H�F�D�P�H�� �D�� �I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H���� �,�Q��
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where the Puritan commitment to the authority of the family had the full support of 
civil officers and established ministers. As primary supervisors of children and servants, 
mothers had primary responsibility for shaping religious experience  and for 
implementing the domestic discipline  and affection that lay at the heart of Puritan 
strategies for world renewal. (94; emphasis added) 
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�U�H�D�F�K�H�V�� �K�H�U�� �O�L�P�L�W�V�� �D�V�� �K�H�U�� �I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V�� �G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F�� �V�O�D�Y�H���� �D�I�W�H�U�� �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W�� �H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�V�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��

�P�R�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�����V�L�E�O�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���I�R�U�H�V�W���Z�L�W�F�K�����D�Q�G���I�D�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G���'�H�Y�L�O�����D�O�O���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���O�H�D�Y�H��
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�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���R�I���G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F���V�H�U�I�G�R�P�����V�K�H���V�H�O�O�V���K�H�U�V�H�O�I���W�R���6�D�W�D�Q���L�Q���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���I�R�U���S�U�H�W�W�\��

�G�U�H�V�V�H�V���D�Q�G���G�H�O�L�F�L�R�X�V�� �E�X�W�W�H�U�����,�Q���W�K�L�V���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�����L�Q���D������������ �F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���L�Q���7�K�H��

�:�L�W�F�K���6�F�U�H�H�Q�S�O�D�\���%�R�R�N�����G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���7�K�H���9�9�L�W�F�K�����5�R�E�H�U�W���(�J�J�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q���'�D�Y�L�G���'����

�+�D�O�O���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���W�K�H���I�D�W�H���R�I���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q���W�H�H�Q�D�J�H�U���(�O�L�]�D�E�H�W�K���.�Q�D�S�S�����Z�K�R���Z�D�V���D�O�O�H�J�H�G�O�\���S�R�V�V�H�V�V�H�G��

�E�\���W�K�H���'�H�Y�L�O���L�Q�������������0�D�V�V�D�F�K�X�V�H�W�W�V�����D�V���D���P�D�M�R�U���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���I�L�O�P�² �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���Z�L�W�K��

�U�H�J�D�U�G���W�R���U�H�Z�D�U�G�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���'�H�Y�L�O���L�Q���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���I�R�U���K�H�U���V�R�X�O�����'�D�Y�L�G���&�U�R�Z���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���+�D�O�O�¶�V��

�H�[�S�O�D�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���F�D�V�H���D�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V�� 

�µ�,�W���L�V���V�X�F�K���D���P�X�O�W�L�O�D�\�H�U�H�G���W�H�[�W���¶���+�D�O�O���V�D�L�G���V�D�L�G���>�V�L�F���@���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�H�D�F�K�H�U�¶�V���U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G���M�R�X�U�Q�D�O���R�Q��
�W�K�H�� �P�D�W�W�H�U���� �µ�:�L�O�O�D�U�G���� �W�K�H�� �P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���� �D�V�N�V�� �.�Q�D�S�S���� �³�:�K�D�W�� �G�R�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�Y�L�O�� �P�H�D�Q�� �W�R�� �\�R�X�"�´��
�³�:�H�O�O�����K�H�¶�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���W�D�N�H���R�X�U���D�V�K�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���I�L�U�H�S�O�D�F�H���´���<�R�X���I�D�O�O���R�Y�H�U���O�D�X�J�K�L�Q�J when you 
see this, but you realize this is a fifteen-year-old-�J�L�U�O���Z�K�R�¶�V���V�L�F�N���W�R���G�H�D�W�K���E�H�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�O�D�Y�H����
the domestic slave. 
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�K�H�U�V�H�O�I���L�Q���W�K�H���V�K�D�S�H���R�I���E�X�W�W�H�U���D�Q�G���G�U�H�V�V�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K�����D�V���W�K�H���I�L�O�P���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V�����V�H�U�Y�H���D�V���K�H�U���Z�D�\�V��

�W�R���³�O�L�Y�H���G�H�O�L�F�L�R�X�V�O�\���´�� �,�� �G�R���Q�R�W���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���L�J�Q�R�U�H���W�K�H���'�H�Y�L�O�¶�V���V�H�[�X�D�O�L�]�H�G���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�V���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V��
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Vampires: The Undead and the Environment  �����������������6�O�D�G�M�D���%�O�D�å�D�Q����Haunted Nature: Entanglements 
of the Human and the Non -Human  (2021); and Christy Tidwell and Carter Soles, Fear and Nature: 
Ecohorror Studies in the Anthropocene  (2021). 
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�W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J�� �E�H�\�R�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �D�I�R�U�H�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G�� �E�L�Q�D�U�\�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���O�R�Q�J�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �D��

�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���X�W�R�S�L�D���Z�K�L�O�H���I�H�D�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���G�\�V�W�R�S�L�D�����W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W���I�R�X�Q�G��

�D���Z�D�\���W�R���I�X�O�O�\���W�U�D�Q�V�F�H�Q�G���L�Q�W�R���D���Z�R�U�O�G���R�I���H�P�E�U�D�F�L�Q�J���D�O�O���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�P�V���D�V���D�J�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���D��

�P�X�O�W�L�V�S�H�F�L�H�V�� �H�F�R�V�\�V�W�H�P�� �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W�� �K�L�H�U�D�U�F�K�L�H�V���� �7�K�H�� �F�K�D�S�W�H�U�V�� �L�Q�� �(�G�Z�D�U�G�V�� �H�W�� �D�O���¶�V�� �V�W�X�G�\��

�V�K�R�Z�� �W�K�D�W�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�� �P�R�Y�H�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H�� �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�G���� �I�R�U�� �H�[�D�P�S�O�H���� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �S�R�V�W�����D�Q�G��

�W�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�W�� �Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���� �D�Q�G�� �,�� �Z�L�O�O�� �D�U�J�X�H�� �O�D�W�H�U�� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �F�K�D�S�W�H�U�� �W�K�D�W�� �T�X�H�H�U��

���D�Q�G���� �R�I���F�R�O�R�U�� �F�U�L�W�L�T�X�H�� �F�D�Q�� �V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\�� �F�K�D�U�W�� �V�X�F�K�� �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V�� �R�I�� �L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q�����R�Q�O�\�� �W�K�H�Q��

�P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �L�W�� �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�� �I�R�U�� �H�F�R���I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P�� �W�R�� �P�R�Y�H�� �E�H�\�R�Q�G�� �L�W�V�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V�� �R�I�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�P����

�(�V�W�R�N�� �V�S�H�D�N�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�L�V�� �L�G�H�D�� �E�\�� �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H��

�L�P�D�J�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���P�H�D�Q�V�����R�Q���W�K�H���R�Q�H��

�K�D�Q�G�����W�K�D�W���³�H�F�R�F�U�L�W�L�F�L�V�P���Z�L�O�O���Q�H�H�G���W�R���G�R���Z�K�D�W���I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���F�U�L�W�L�F�L�V�P���G�R�H�V�����D�V���7�R�U�L�O���0�R�L���V�R��
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�D�S�W�O�\���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G�����µ�L�W���V�H�H�N�V���W�R���H�[�S�R�V�H�����Q�R�W���W�R���S�H�U�S�H�W�X�D�W�H���¶���Z�K�L�F�K���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���P�H�D�Q�V���H�L�W�K�H�U��

�D�Q�� �L�P�S�O�L�F�L�W�� �R�U�� �H�[�S�O�L�F�L�W�� �F�D�O�O�� �I�R�U�� �E�U�R�D�G�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�� �L�Q�� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���´�� �D�Q�G���� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �R�W�K�H�U���� �W�K�D�W��

�³�H�F�R�F�U�L�W�L�F�L�V�P�� �Z�L�O�O�� �Q�H�H�G�� �W�R�� �O�H�D�G�� �W�R�� �K�H�L�J�K�W�H�Q�H�G�� �D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V�´�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �D�Q�� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G��

�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���H�F�R�S�K�R�E�L�D�����³�7�K�H�R�U�L�]�L�Q�J�´������������ 

�2�W�K�H�U�� �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�� �L�Q�� �H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P���� �L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�L�V�P���� �W�K�H�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O��

�K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H�V���D�O�V�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�R�O�H�V���R�I���D�Q�G���W�K�H���E�R�Q�G�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��

�K�X�P�D�Q�����Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�����D�Q�G���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���E�H�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���V�S�H�F�L�H�V���D�U�J�X�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���N�L�Q�G���R�I��

�D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���L�V���R�Q�O�\���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���V�W�H�S���L�Q���D���O�R�Q�J���Z�L�Q�G�H�G���K�H�D�O�L�Q�J���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���I�U�D�J�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

�L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H�V�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����L�Q���:�K�H�Q���6�S�H�F�L�H�V���0�H�H�W�������������������+�D�U�D�Z�D�\��

�L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�� �R�I�� �³�E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K�´�� �W�R�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�� �W�K�H�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �K�X�P�D�Q��

�³�U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�´�� �L�Q�� �R�X�U�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�R�Q�� �V�S�H�F�L�H�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �G�R�J�V����

�H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�����D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���D�O�O���R�W�K�H�U���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���D�Q�G���E�H�L�Q�J�V�����7�K�L�V���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���R�I���³�E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K�´���L�V���D��

�I�R�U�P���R�I�����U�H���H�Q�W�D�Q�J�O�L�Q�J���Z�K�D�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���G�L�V�H�Q�W�D�Q�J�O�H�G�����R�I���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U���L�Q���D���³�F�R�Q�W�D�F�W��

�]�R�Q�H���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���R�X�W�F�R�P�H�����Z�K�H�U�H���Z�K�R���L�V���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����L�V���D�W���V�W�D�N�H�´�����������������,�Q���6�W�D�\�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K��

�W�K�H�� �7�U�R�X�E�O�H���� �0�D�N�L�Q�J�� �.�L�Q�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �&�K�W�K�X�O�X�F�H�Q�H������������������ �V�K�H�� �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�� �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V�� �W�K�H��

�V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �³�E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K�´�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �K�X�P�D�Q�V�� �³�R�I�W�H�Q�� �I�R�U�J�H�W��

�K�R�Z���W�K�H�\���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D�U�H���U�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G���F�D�S�D�E�O�H���E�\���D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���E�R�W�K���W�K�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���E�H�L�Q�J�V�´��

������������ �7�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �Z�K�\�� �³�E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K�´�� �L�V�� �E�R�W�K���D�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� �L�Q�� �L�W�V�H�O�I�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �U�H�V�X�O�W���R�I�� �³�P�D�N�L�Q�J��

�N�L�Q���´���Z�K�L�F�K�����L�Q���W�X�U�Q�����D�O�O�R�Z�V���X�V���³�W�R���F�X�W���W�K�H���E�R�Q�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H���D�Q�G���&�D�S�L�W�D�O�R�F�H�Q�H�´��

������������ �W�K�D�W�� �V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���K�X�P�D�Q����

�6�L�P�L�O�D�U���W�R���(�V�W�R�N�¶�V���F�D�O�O���I�R�U���D���G�H�H�S�H�U���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���D�Q�G���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���H�F�R�S�K�R�E�L�D��

�D�Q�G���L�W�V���F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�V�����W�K�U�R�X�J�K���³�V�W�D�\�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���W�U�R�X�E�O�H�´18���R�I���R�X�U���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���³�G�L�V�W�X�U�E�L�Q�J��

�W�L�P�H�V�����P�L�[�H�G���X�S���W�L�P�H�V�����W�U�R�X�E�O�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�X�U�E�L�G���W�L�P�H�V�´�����+�D�U�D�Z�D�\�����6�W�D�\�L�Q�J���������Z�H���F�D�Q���O�H�D�U�Q��

�W�K�D�W�� �³�K�H�D�O�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J�Q�H�V�V�� �L�Q�� �U�X�L�Q�H�G�� �S�O�D�F�H�V�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�� �P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �N�L�Q�� �L�Q�� �L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H��

�Z�D�\�V�´�� �������������� �7�K�L�V�� �F�D�Q�� �W�K�H�Q�� �P�D�N�H�� �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�² �D�Q�G�� �E�H�� �P�D�G�H�� �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�� �E�\�² �³�K�X�P�D�Q�� �D�Q�G��

�R�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�� �U�H�K�D�E�L�O�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �P�X�O�W�L�V�S�H�F�L�H�V�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �M�X�V�W�L�F�H�´�� ��������������

�(�G�Z�D�U�G�V���H�W���D�O�����G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H���W�K�L�V���W�U�R�X�E�O�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���P�R�P�H�Q�W���D�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V�����³�:�H��

�O�L�Y�H�� �L�Q�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �W�L�P�H�V���� �7�K�L�V�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�F�R�P�H�� �D�� �F�O�L�F�K�p�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���� �%�X�W�� �L�Q�� �D�� �Q�H�Z��

�H�S�R�F�K�� �R�Y�H�U�I�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �R�I�� �H�[�F�H�V�V���� �H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���� �G�H�D�W�K���� �V�H�O�I���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q����

 
18 �+�D�U�D�Z�D�\���Q�D�P�H�V���W�K�H���&�K�W�K�X�O�X�F�H�Q�H���D�V���³�D���N�L�Q�G���R�I���W�L�P�H�S�O�D�F�H���I�R�U���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���V�W�D�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���W�U�R�X�E�O�H���R�I���O�L�Y�L�Q�J��
and dying in response-ability on a damaged earth. Kainos means now, a time of beginnings, a time for 
on-�J�R�L�Q�J�����I�R�U���I�U�H�V�K�Q�H�V�V�����>�«�@���&�K�W�K�R�Q�L�F���R�Q�H�V���D�U�H���E�H�L�Q�Js of the earth, both ancient and up-to-the-minute. 
�>�«�@�� �&�K�W�K�R�Q�L�F�� �R�Q�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�V�W�� �V�H�Q�V�H���� �W�K�H�\�� �G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�� �D�Q�G�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O��
�P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�I�X�O�Q�H�V�V���R�I���H�D�U�W�K���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���D�Q�G���F�U�L�W�W�H�U�V���´���7�K�H���&�K�W�K�X�O�X�F�H�Q�H���L�V���W�K�X�V���³�D���I�L�H�U�F�H���U�H�S�O�\���W�R���W�K�H���G�L�F�W�D�W�H�V��
of both �$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�V���D�Q�G���&�D�S�L�W�D�O�´�����6�W�D�\�L�Q�J�������� 
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�W�L�S�S�L�Q�J�� �S�R�L�Q�W�V���� �D�Q�G�� �D�S�R�F�D�O�\�S�V�H���� �L�W�� �L�V�� �P�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�� �D�� �P�H�U�H�� �S�O�D�W�L�W�X�G�H���´�� �)�X�U�W�K�H�U���� �W�K�H�\��

�D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H�� �$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H���³�Q�R�W���M�X�V�W���D�V���D���J�H�R�K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���H�Y�H�Q�W���E�X�W���D�V���D���J�R�W�K�L�F��

�J�H�R�K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���H�Y�H�Q�W�´�����[�����H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�������Z�K�H�U�H�E�\���W�K�H�\���H�F�K�R���D�Q�G���U�H���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�X�D�O�L�]�H���D�Q��

�D�V�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�G���H�D�U�O�L�H�U�����L�I���K�R�U�U�R�U���L�V���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���Q�R�U�P���S�H�U���&�U�R�V�E�\�����W�K�H�Q��

�W�K�H���J�R�W�K�L�F���L�V���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���J�H�R�K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���Q�R�U�P�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�V�H���J�H�Q�U�H�V���³�D�U�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���V�D�\���W�K�L�Q�J�V���D�E�R�X�W��

�W�K�H�� �F�O�L�P�D�W�H�� �F�U�L�V�L�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �U�H�D�O�L�V�W�L�F�� �P�R�G�H�V�� �F�D�Q�Q�R�W�´�� ���(�G�Z�D�U�G�V�� �H�W�� �D�O���� �[�L������ �,��

�G�L�V�F�X�V�V�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�W�U�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G���� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���� �L�W�V�� �L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V��

�Z�L�W�K�� �V�H�[�L�V�P���� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P���� �D�Q�G�� �U�D�F�L�V�P���� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �U�R�O�H�� �R�I�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�� ���D�Q�G��

�U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���D�E�L�O�L�W�\�����L�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H�V�H���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���J�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���I�D�W�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q��

�P�R�U�H���G�H�W�D�L�O���L�Q���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�������������$�W���W�K�L�V���S�R�L�Q�W�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����,���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J��

�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�X�V���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���J�R�W�K�L�F���D�Q�G���J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P���L�Q���K�R�U�U�R�U���W�H�[�W�V�² �H�[�H�P�S�O�L�I�L�H�G����

�L�Q���U�H�F�H�Q�W���\�H�D�U�V�����E�\���W�K�H���U�D�S�L�G���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���L�Q���Q�R�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G�����L�Q���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�����P�R�Y�L�Q�J���L�P�D�J�H���W�H�[�W�V��

�R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �E�L�J�� �D�Q�G�� �V�P�D�O�O�� �V�F�U�H�H�Q�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �J�H�Q�U�H�V�� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �U�H���S�R�S�X�O�D�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �D��

�Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���R�O�G�H�U���W�H�[�W�V19�² �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���U�H�F�X�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���U�H�K�D�E�L�O�L�W�D�W�L�Y�H���Z�R�U�N���(�V�W�R�N����

�&�U�R�V�E�\�����+�D�U�D�Z�D�\�����D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U�V���D�V�N���X�V���W�R���G�R���L�V���Q�R�Z�K�H�U�H���Q�H�D�U���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�����,�W���P�D�\�����L�Q���I�D�F�W�����E�H��

�I�X�U�W�K�H�U���D�Z�D�\���D�J�D�L�Q���I�U�R�P���P�R�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���S�H�D�F�H�����X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���F�R�P�L�Q�J���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q��

�L�W���R�Q�F�H���Z�D�V�����+�L�O�O�D�U�G���D�U�J�X�H�V���W�K�D�W���³�>�R�@�I���F�R�X�U�V�H�����W�K�H���S�H�U�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���*�R�W�K�L�F���L�V��

�S�U�H�F�L�V�H�O�\���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�R�V�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V���G�R���V�W�L�O�O���K�D�S�S�H�Q�´�����³�1�D�W�X�U�H�´���������������I�R�U���Z�K�L�F�K�����L�Q��������������

�D�W���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���R�I���K�L�V���H�V�V�D�\�¶�V���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����K�H���X�V�H�V���W�K�H���V�X�U�J�H���R�I���³�G�H�D�W�K���L�Q���Q�D�W�X�U�H���W�D�O�H�V�´��������������

�D�V���W�H�V�W�D�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�H���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V���D�W���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U���R�I���P�\���F�D�V�H���V�W�X�G�L�H�V���L�Q���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�V�����������H�F�K�R���W�K�L�V��

�L�G�H�D���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���F�R���H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�W���J�O�R�U�L�I�\�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�G�H�P�Q�L�Q�J���Z�D�\�V���W�K�H�\���W�D�N�H���X�S���W�K�H��

 
19 In 2017, National Public Radio  ���1�3�5�����U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�0�D�U�J�D�U�H�W���$�W�Z�R�R�G�¶�V�������������Q�R�Y�H�O���7�K�H���+�D�Q�G�P�D�L�G�¶�V��
Tale is the latest work of classic dystopian fiction to hit the Amazon Bestseller List since the presidential 
�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���>�R�I���'�R�Q�D�O�G���7�U�X�P�S�@�����,�W���M�R�L�Q�V���*�H�R�U�J�H���2�U�Z�H�O�O�¶�V��1984 �D�Q�G���6�L�Q�F�O�D�L�U���/�H�Z�L�V�¶�V���,�W���&�D�Q�¶�W���+�D�S�S�H�Q���+�H�U�H���´��
�1�3�5���F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W���3�H�W�U�D���0�D�\�H�U���D�G�G�V���W�K�D�W���³�L�W�¶�V���Q�R�W���M�X�V�W���Q�H�U�Y�R�X�V���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V���R�Q���W�K�H���O�H�I�W���Z�K�R���D�U�H���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J��
�R�X�W���W�K�H�L�U���Z�R�U�U�L�H�V���R�Q���$�P�D�]�R�Q�����$�V���,���Z�D�V���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���V�W�R�U�\�����>�«�@���'�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V�����W�K�H���X�S�F�R�P�L�Q�J���E�R�R�N���E�\���D�O�W-right 
provocateur Milo Yiannopoulus, was at number thr �H�H�´���R�Q���W�K�H���D�I�R�U�H�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G���O�L�V�W�����6�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\�����L�Q��������������
�6�O�D�W�H���P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�U���5�H�E�H�F�F�D���2�Q�L�R�Q���G�U�H�Z���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���³�2�F�W�D�Y�L�D���%�X�W�O�H�U�¶�V���Q�R�Y�H�O��Parable 
of the Sower made it onto the New York Times�¶���E�H�V�W�V�H�O�O�H�U���O�L�V�W���������\�H�D�U�V���D�I�W�H�U���L�W�V���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���´���6�K�H��
�F�O�D�L�P�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�V�X�U�J�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �W�H�[�W���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �I�R�O�O�R�Z�V�� �D�� �%�O�D�F�N�� �W�H�H�Q�D�J�H�U�¶�V�� �O�L�I�H�� �L�Q�� �D�Q��
environmentally decayed California in the 2020s, and its sequel, Parable of the Talents, results from the 
�I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���E�R�W�K���³�F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q���P�D�Q�\���S�O�R�W���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���V�H�H�P���W�R���K�D�Y�H���µ�S�U�H�G�L�F�W�H�G�¶���R�X�U���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V�´��
�D�Q�G���³�R�I�I�H�U���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���E�H�\�R�Q�G���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O���S�U�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �D�� �E�O�X�H�S�U�L�Q�W���I�R�U���D�G�M�X�V�W�L�Q�J�� �W�R���X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�W�\���´�� �,�Q���O�L�Q�H��
with these observations, newe�U���E�R�R�N�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���/�R�X�L�V�H���(�U�G�U�L�F�K�¶�V���Q�H�D�U-future dystopia Future Home of the 
Living God  �������������� �D�E�R�X�W���D�� �\�R�X�Q�J�� �,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V�� �Z�R�P�D�Q�¶�V���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H���W�R�� �S�U�R�W�H�F�W���K�H�U���X�Q�E�R�U�Q���F�K�L�O�G���D�P�L�G���W�K�H��
�L�P�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���D�S�R�F�D�O�\�S�V�H���D�Q�G���5�H�E�H�F�F�D���5�R�D�Q�K�R�U�V�H�¶�V���J�R�W�K�L�F���I�D�Q�W�D�V�\���Q�R�Y�H�O��Trail of Lightning  
(2018) about a female Navajo teen who must come to terms with her Native ancestry post a worldwide 
flood enter into conversation with the generic and thematic traditions set in motion by Atwood and 
Butler. Female agency, body politics, and the disproportionate oppression of women of color intersect 
with concerns about environmental cataclysms, speaking to the ongoing significance of ecofeminist 
approaches to contemporary cultural productions and the socio-political contexts they emerged from.  
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�S�U�R�E�O�H�P�D�W�L�F���W�R�S���G�R�Z�Q���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���E�X�W���D�O�V�R���L�Q��

�V�H�W�W�L�Q�J���Q�D�W�X�U�H���X�S���D�V���W�K�H���V�S�D�F�H���R�I���G�H�D�W�K�² �O�L�W�H�U�D�O�����S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�����D�Q�G���V�R�F�L�D�O�² �D�V���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G��

�E�\���+�L�O�O�D�U�G�����:�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���D�G�G�����,���D�U�J�X�H�����L�V���W�K�H���Q�R�W�L�R�Q���R�I���G�H�D�W�K���E�\���Q�D�W�X�U�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���H�P�H�U�J�H�V�����L�Q��

�O�D�U�J�H�� �S�D�U�W�V���� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�� �D�I�R�U�H�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G�� �F�D�V�W�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �D�V�� �D�Q�� �D�F�W�L�Y�H��

�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V�����O�L�Y�H�V�����D�Q�G���I�D�W�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���Z�K�R���I�H�D�U���L�W�����+�H�Q�F�H�����G�H�D�W�K��

�E�\���Q�D�W�X�U�H���P�D�\���E�H���D���O�L�W�H�U�D�O���I�R�U�P���R�I���G�H�P�L�V�H�����D�V���L�V���R�I�W�H�Q���W�K�H���F�D�V�H���L�Q���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���H�F�R�K�R�U�U�R�U����

�S�O�D�Q�W�� �K�R�U�U�R�U���� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �K�R�U�U�R�U���� �D�Q�G�� �D�Q�L�P�D�O�� �K�R�U�U�R�U��20���Z�K�L�F�K�� �X�V�H�� �W�K�H�� �V�R���F�D�O�O�H�G�� �µ�Q�D�W�X�U�H��

�V�W�U�L�N�H�V���E�D�F�N�¶���W�U�R�S�H�����D�O�V�R���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���*�D�L�D�¶�V���U�H�Y�H�Q�J�H��21���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�����,�Q���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���J�R�W�K�L�F��

�D�Q�G���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���W�D�O�H�V�����U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���D���O�H�W�K�D�O���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���O�L�W�H�U�D�O���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���D�W�W�D�F�N�����W�K�L�V���L�V��

�R�I�W�H�Q�� �F�D�U�U�L�H�G�� �R�X�W���� �D�V�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G�� �D�E�R�Y�H���� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �R�U�� �E�H�O�L�H�I�� �L�Q�� �Z�L�W�F�K�H�V����

�Z�L�W�F�K�F�U�D�I�W���� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �I�R�U�P�V�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �R�F�F�X�O�W���� �Z�K�R�� �D�U�H�� �L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�G�� �D�V��

�S�R�V�V�H�V�V�L�Q�J�� �D�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�� �Z�L�H�O�G�L�Q�J�� �S�R�Z�H�U���R�Y�H�U���Q�D�W�X�U�H���� �L�W�V�� �H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���� �D�Q�G��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�¶�V���I�D�L�O�X�U�H���W�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�H���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W���I�R�U���K�X�P�D�Q�V�����L�Q���W�X�U�Q���D���V�L�J�Q���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���W�R��

 
20 Cf., for example, Katarina Gregersdotter, Johan Höglund, and Nicklas Hållén, Animal Horror 
Cinema: Genre, History, and Criticism  (2015); Dawn Keetley and Angela Tenga, Plant Horror: 
Approaches to the Monstrous Vegetal in Fiction and Film (2016); Robin L. Murray and Joseph K. 
Heumann, Monstrous Nature: Environment and Horror on the Big Screen  (2016); Lee Gambin, 
Massacred by Mother Nature: Exploring the Natural Horror Film  (2018); Natania Meeker and 
Antónia Szabari, Radical Botany: Plants and Speculative Fiction  (2019); and Emelia Quinn, Reading 
Veganism: The Monstrous Vegan, 1818 to Present (2021). 
21 In the introduction to a special issue of ISLE on ecohorror (2014), Stephen A. Rust and Carter Soles 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���W�K�H���J�H�Q�U�H���D�V���³�D���O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\���D�Q�G���F�L�Q�H�P�D�W�L�F���I�R�U�P�´���W�K�D�W���³�K�D�V���W�K�X�V���I�D�U���E�H�H�Q���Q�D�U�U�R�Z�O�\���G�H�I�L�Q�H�G���L�Q���S�R�S�X�O�D�U��
discourse as those instances in texts when nature strikes back against humans as punishment for 
�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���G�L�V�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q�´�����������������%�\���W�K�L�V���O�R�J�L�F�����W�K�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���U�H�Y�H�Q�J�H���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���E�X�L�O�G�V���W�K�H���Q�X�F�O�H�X�V��
�R�I���H�F�R�K�R�U�U�R�U���D�V���J�H�Q�U�H���� �Z�K�L�F�K���L�V�����L�Q���W�X�U�Q�����G�H�I�L�Q�H�G���E�\���-�R�V�H�S�K���)�R�\���D�V���³�I�U�L�J�K�W���I�O�L�F�N�V���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���Q�D�W�X�U�H���W�X�U�Q�V��
against humankind due to the environmental degra dation, pollution, encroachment, nuclear disaster, 
�R�U���D���K�R�V�W���R�I���R�W�K�H�U���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V�´�����������������,�Q��The Rural Gothic in American Popular Culture  (2013), by contrast, 
�%�H�U�Q�L�F�H���0�����0�X�U�S�K�\���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�V���³�µ�Q�D�W�X�U�H���V�W�U�L�N�H�V���E�D�F�N�¶���K�R�U�U�R�U���I�L�O�P�V���R�I���W�K�H�����������V�´���D�V���L�W�V���R�Z�Q���J�H�Q�U�H�����R�Q�H���W�K�D�W��
has, much like the eco-�U�H�Y�H�Q�J�H���P�R�W�L�I���L�W�V�H�O�I�����³�E�H�F�R�P�H���D���S�D�U�W���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���O�L�I�H�´�������������� 
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�3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�V���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���D�E�D�Q�G�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����W�K�H���U�X�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���'�H�Y�L�O���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�U�D�W�K���R�I��

�W�K�H���O�D�W�W�H�U�¶�V���D�J�H�Q�W�V�² �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�F�K�H�V��22 

�,�Q���W�K�L�V���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�����I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���K�D�V���D�O�V�R���V�H�H�Q���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�G���W�K�H�R�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���O�H�Q�V���R�I���S�V�\�F�K�R�J�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���*�X�\���'�H�E�R�U�G���L�Q���³�,�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���D���&�U�L�W�L�T�X�H��

�R�I�� �8�U�E�D�Q�� �*�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�\�´�� �������������� �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V���� �L�Q�� �L�W�V�� �P�R�V�W�� �E�D�V�L�F�� �I�R�U�P���� �D�V�� �³�W�K�H�� �V�W�X�G�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��

�S�U�H�F�L�V�H���O�D�Z�V���D�Q�G���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���H�I�I�H�F�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���J�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�D�O���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V�O�\��

�R�U�� �Q�R�W���� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�� �R�I�� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�´�� ������������ �&�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�Q�\��

�D�P�E�L�J�X�L�W�L�H�V���S�X�W���I�R�U�W�K���E�\���W�K�H���J�H�Q�U�H�V�����W�H�[�W�V�����D�Q�G���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�H�V���D�W���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\���D�Q�G��

�W�K�H�� �S�R�U�R�X�V�� �O�L�Q�H�V�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�P���� �L�W�� �L�V�� �Q�R�� �V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �S�V�\�F�K�R�J�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�\�� �G�R�H�V�� �Q�R�W��

�P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�� �L�Q�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\�� �³�S�U�H�F�L�V�H�� �O�D�Z�V�´�� �L�Q�� �I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�� �E�X�W��

�U�D�W�K�H�U�� �L�Q�� �D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W���� �R�I�W�H�Q�� �L�Q�F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�� �Z�D�\�V���� �6�W�L�O�O���� �W�K�H�� �H�I�I�H�F�W�� �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G�� �E�\�� �'�H�E�R�U�G�� �F�D�Q��

�W�D�N�H���S�O�D�F�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���L�V���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���L�Q�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�H�V�����I�R�R�W�S�U�L�Q�W�V�����D�Q�G��

�S�V�\�F�K�H�V���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���Y�L�V�L�W�H�G�����O�L�Y�H�G�����D�Q�G���R�U���O�R�V�W���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V���W�K�H�U�H�����V�R���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��

�K�D�X�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �V�S�H�F�W�H�U�� �V�H�H�P�V�� �W�R�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�� �T�X�L�W�H�� �O�L�W�H�U�D�O�O�\�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �V�R�L�O���� �I�U�R�P�� �E�H�O�R�Z�����,�Q�� �W�K�H��

�D�I�R�U�H�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���I�U�R�P���������������$�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�D�D�E�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���D�Q�G���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H��

�G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V�� �6�F�U�H�H�Q�� �2�I�I�L�F�H�� �-�H�V�V�H�� �:�H�Q�W�H�� �S�R�L�Q�W�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �µ�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�� �E�X�U�L�D�O��

�J�U�R�X�Q�G�¶���W�U�R�S�H�� �D�V�� �D�Q���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�� �R�I�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�� �V�S�D�F�H�� �L�Q�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U���� �R�Q�H���W�K�D�W���J�R�H�V��

�E�D�F�N�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �����W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�� �E�X�W�� �L�V�� �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�O�\�� �H�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\�� �I�L�F�W�L�R�Q���� �I�R�U��

�H�[�D�P�S�O�H���� �L�Q�� �6�W�H�S�K�H�Q�� �.�L�Q�J�¶�V���3�H�W�� �6�H�P�D�W�D�U�\���������������� ������������ �������������� �7�K�H�� �µ�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�� �E�X�U�L�D�O��

�J�U�R�X�Q�G���¶�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �:�H�Q�W�H�� �V�W�D�W�H�V�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W�� �U�H�D�O�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �µ�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�V�¶�� �D�U�H�� �I�L�J�P�H�Q�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��

�:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���+�R�O�O�\�Z�R�R�G�� �L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���� �L�V�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�H�G�� �D�V�� �D�� �V�S�D�F�H�� �R�I�� �I�H�D�U���� �L�Q�I�X�V�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H��

 
22 �(�G�Z�D�U�G�V���H�W���D�O�����S�R�L�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���W�U�H�P�H�Q�G�R�X�V���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���K�R�Z���S�R�R�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V��
and affluent communities experience the climate crisis. It can be argued that affluent communities, most 
located in the Global North, encounter the Anthro pocene not as physical violence but as a haunting, 
�X�Q�F�D�Q�Q�\���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�����D���J�K�R�V�W���W�K�D�W���D�U�L�V�H�V���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�����>�«�@���7�K�H���P�R�P�H�Q�W���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H�����Z�H�D�O�W�K�\����
Anthropos grasps first that the Anthropocene is real in the sense that it produces dramatic and 
catastrophic climate change, and that it is precisely the affluent section of humanity �² the benefactors of 
capitalism �² who have engineered this era through the pass production of cars, houses, and holidays, is 
also the moment when these objects and practices become �K�D�X�Q�W�H�G���D�Q�G���X�Q�F�D�Q�Q�\�����>�«�@���,�Q���W�K�L�V���Z�D�\�����D�Q�G��
in this moment in time, the Anthropocene remains a prophesy, a promise of future violence, and thus a 
�J�K�R�V�W�O�\���� �K�D�X�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���� �I�R�U�� �P�R�V�W�� �L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �D�I�I�O�X�H�Q�W�� �*�O�R�E�D�O�� �1�R�U�W�K���� �>�«�@�� �%�\�� �F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W���� �W�R�� �O�D�U�J�H��
communities  �R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�¶�V���S�R�R�U�����P�R�V�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���*�O�R�E�D�O���6�R�X�W�K�����W�K�H���$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�Q���X�Q�F�D�Q�Q�\����
�J�K�R�V�W�O�\���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���E�X�W���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���D���K�R�U�U�R�U�����D�Q���L�P�P�D�Q�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���X�Q�D�Y�R�L�G�D�E�O�H���W�K�U�H�D�W���D�Q�G���D���S�U�R�S�K�H�V�\���I�X�O�I�L�O�O�H�G�´��
(xix -xx). These observations describe realities that are also visible in fictionalized forms in gothic and 
horror texts as well as, especially, the industries they emerge from and for, which prioritize voices that 
belong to and represent, largely, the very Global North Edwards et al. write about, keeping literary, 
cinematic, and/as economic markets ruled by white, wealthy subjects. These issues are respectively 
�W�U�H�D�W�H�G�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����L�Q���5�R�E�L�Q���5�����0�H�D�Q�V���&�R�O�H�P�D�Q�¶�V��Horror Noire: Blacks in American Horror Films 
from the 1890s to Present ���������������� �0�D�L�V�K�D�� �/���� �:�H�V�W�H�U�¶�V��African American Gothic: Screams from 
Shadowed Places�����D�Q�G���.�D�W�K�U�\�Q���<�X�V�R�I�I�¶�V��A Billion Black Anthropocenes or None  (2018). 
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�K�L�V�W�R�U�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�V���� �Z�K�R�V�H�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�U�W�K��

�F�R�Q�M�X�U�H���X�S���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���H�I�I�H�F�W�V���R�Q���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���Z�K�R���O�D�W�H�U���Y�L�V�L�W���R�U���H�Q�J�D�J�H���Z�L�W�K���L�W�� 

I think a lot of American horror movies are actually informed by the colonial history of 
America in that the thing that colonial states fear the most is to be colonized. When we 
talk about that, the fear that it generates in non -indigenous people, boils down to this 
sort of innate feeling that someone is gonna come and take your home from you. And 
what do most Indian burial ground movies involve? Someone building their house on 
�W�R�S���R�I���D�Q���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���E�X�U�L�D�O���J�U�R�X�Q�G�����>�«�@���,�¶�O�O���W�H�O�O���\�R�X���R�Q�H���R�W�K�H�U���W�K�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���,�Q�G�Lan burial 
�J�U�R�X�Q�G�����W�K�R�X�J�K���>�«�@���,���V�R�U�W���R�I���O�L�N�H���L�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�I���Q�R�Q-indigenous people are gonna be afraid 
�R�I���W�K�H���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���E�X�U�L�D�O���J�U�R�X�Q�G�����W�K�H�Q���,���J�R�W���V�R�P�H���Q�H�Z�V���I�R�U���\�D�����L�W�¶�V��all  an Indian burial ground. 
(Wente, Woodlands) 

�:�H�Q�W�H���S�R�L�J�Q�D�Q�W�O�\���F�D�O�O�V���R�X�W���W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���Z�K�L�W�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���8���6�����F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���G�H�Q�\���W�K�H�V�H��

�Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���P�D�V�W�H�U���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V���D�E�R�X�W���µ�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�V���¶���Z�K�H�Q�����L�Q���U�H�D�O�L�W�\�����O�D�Q�G���W�K�H�I�W����

�U�H�P�R�Y�D�O�����D�Q�G���J�H�Q�R�F�L�G�H���K�D�V���W�X�U�Q�H�G���D�O�O���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�V���L�Q�W�R���,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���J�U�D�Y�H�\�D�U�G�V����

�7�K�H�� �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\�¶�V�� �X�Q�L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G�� �Y�R�L�F�H�R�Y�H�U�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�R�U�� �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V�� �W�K�L�V�� �U�H�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �8���6����

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�� �D�V�� �³�W�K�H�� �V�L�W�H�� �R�I�� �Z�K�L�W�H�� �V�H�W�W�O�H�U�V�¶�� �D�Q�F�H�V�W�U�D�O�� �K�R�U�U�R�U���´�� �I�R�U�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �³�Z�H��

�U�H�W�X�U�Q�� �W�R�� �1�H�Z�� �(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�� �D�J�D�L�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �D�J�D�L�Q�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �R�I�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �K�R�U�U�R�U��

�I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�´�� ���:�R�R�G�O�D�Q�G�V������ �7�K�L�V�� �V�H�U�Y�H�V�� �D�V�� �W�H�V�W�D�P�H�Q�W�� �W�R�� �0�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W�¶�V�� �F�O�D�L�P�� �W�K�D�W�� �³�>�W�@�Z�H�Q�W�\��

�I�L�U�V�W���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�� �1�H�Z�� �(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�� �L�V�� �D�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�W�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O��

�U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V�´�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �W�K�H�� �³�U�H�J�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �H�P�E�H�G�G�H�G�� �L�Q�� �D�� �G�H�H�S�O�\�� �L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G�� �P�R�G�H�U�Q��

�Z�R�U�O�G�´�� �Z�K�R�V�H�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �D�� �³�J�O�R�E�D�O�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�´�� �P�L�J�K�W�� �H�Q�J�H�Q�G�H�U�� �³�Q�H�Z��

�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�\���� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���� �U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V�´��

���(�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�������������� �7�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �R�Q�O�\�� �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �L�I�� �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V���V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P��

�I�L�U�V�W�� �U�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�� �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �M�X�V�W���� �D�Q�G�� �G�L�Y�H�U�V�H��

�L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H���L�Q�T�X�L�U�\�����%�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���U�R�O�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���W�L�P�H�V���W�R��
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�H�P�H�U�J�H���D�V���H�T�X�D�O�O�\���W�H�U�U�L�I�\�L�Q�J���D�V���W�K�H���I�R�U�H�V�W�V���W�K�H�\���F�R�P�H���W�R���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�����'�R�Z�Q�H�\���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V��

�W�K�L�V���H�I�I�H�F�W���D�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V�� 

[I]t is possible to read the repeated evocations of some kind of feminine malevolent 
principle at work in the New England woods as a kind of obfuscation, both revealing 
and concealing a related but separate fear of the American landscape itself. In other 
words, such female figures effectively function as scapegoats, at once giving form to and 
distracting attention away from the central locus of terror �² the supposedly liberating, 
invigorating landscape which they simultaneously control and symbolize. (78)  

�$�V���Z�H���Z�L�O�O���V�H�H���L�Q���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����������D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���L�Q���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�V�������������V�X�F�K���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���Z�R�P�H�Q��

�D�Q�G���Q�D�W�X�U�H���D�V���L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W�O�\���H�Y�L�O���V�W�H�P���I�U�R�P���D���O�R�Q�J���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���J�R�W�K�L�F���D�Q�G���K�R�U�U�R�U��

�Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���H�U�D���R�I���³�F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�Q�J���P�L�V�R�J�\�Q�L�V�W�L�F���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�´�����'�R�Z�Q�H�\�������������$�Q��

�H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�� �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�L�V�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�D�W�L�F�� �K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�L�V�� �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�� �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�O�\��

�K�D�S�S�H�Q�V�� �D�F�U�R�V�V�� �W�K�H�� �G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�R�U�\�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �Q�D�W�X�U�L�V�P���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �V�S�H�D�N�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H��
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�D�I�R�U�H�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G�� �K�X�P�D�Q���R�Y�H�U���Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �D�V�F�H�Q�G�D�Q�F�\�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�U�H�� �R�I�� �D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�J�H�Q�L�F�� �D�Q�G��

�F�D�S�L�W�D�O�R�J�H�Q�L�F���G�L�V�F�R�X�U�V�H�V�����3�D�U�N�H�U���M�X�[�W�D�S�R�V�H�V���W�K�L�V���J�R�W�K�L�F���Z�D�\���R�I���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�L�Q�J���Q�D�W�X�U�H���Z�L�W�K��

�W�K�H���Z�D�\���W�K�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���W�K�H���I�R�U�H�V�W�����K�D�V���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���I�D�L�U�\���W�D�O�H�V��

�D�O�V�R�� �E�H�H�Q�� �U�H�D�G�� �D�V�� �³�H�Q�F�K�D�Q�W�H�G���´�� �D�V�� �D�� �E�H�Q�H�Y�R�O�H�Q�W�� �I�U�L�H�Q�G�� �Z�K�R�� �V�K�R�Z�V�� �J�R�R�G���Q�D�W�X�U�H�G��

�W�U�D�Y�H�O�H�U�V���W�K�H���Z�D�\���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G�����R�I�W�H�Q�����D�O�V�R�����E�D�F�N�����W�R���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�����6�K�H���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�V��

�W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�V�W�� �H�[�W�U�H�P�H�� �I�R�U�P�� �R�I�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P�� �R�F�F�X�U�V�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�U�H�V�W�� �D�U�L�V�H�V�� �D�V�� �³�Q�R�W�� �W�K�H��

�V�W�H�U�H�R�W�\�S�L�F�D�O���H�Q�F�K�D�Q�W�H�G���R�U���*�R�W�K�L�F���I�R�U�H�V�W�����E�X�W���D���G�L�V�T�X�L�H�W�L�Q�J���P�L�[�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���W�Z�R�´����������������

�Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���H�T�X�D�O�O�\���W�U�X�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���I�H�P�D�O�H���D�J�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���P�R�W�K�H�U�������&�D�V�W�O�H����

�D�Q�G���7�K�H���9�9�L�W�F�K���D�V���D�P�E�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W�O�\���K�X�P�D�Q���D�Q�G���R�U���Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���H�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V���� 

�7�K�L�V���D�P�E�L�J�X�L�W�\���F�D�Q���E�H���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���L�I���Z�H���O�R�R�N�����R�Q�F�H���D�J�D�L�Q�����D�W���W�K�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���L�Q��

�W�K�H�V�H�� �L�W�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �D�W�� �Z�K�D�W�� �L�W�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V�� �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�O�\�� �D�Q�G�� �L�F�R�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\���� �D�Q�G�� �D�W�� �Z�K�D�W�� �L�W�� �L�V��

�D�O�L�J�Q�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �H�T�X�D�W�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�W�W�O�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �O�D�W�H�U�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �8���6�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q����

�Q�D�P�H�O�\�� �D�W�� �R�Q�F�H�� �µ�W�K�H�� �,�Q�G�L�D�Q�¶�� �D�Q�G�� �µ�W�K�H�� �Z�R�P�D�Q�¶�� �D�V�� �S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O�� �J�R�W�K�L�F���L�]�H�G���� �2�W�K�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G��

�L�W�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �µ�&�K�H�D�S�� �1�D�W�X�U�H���¶�� �7�K�H�L�U�� �F�R�Q�I�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�W�K�� �H�D�F�K�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O��

�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �L�V�� �S�U�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G�� �R�Q�� �D�� �G�H�P�R�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �I�H�P�L�Q�L�Q�H�� �D�Q�G���� �L�Q�� �W�X�U�Q���� �D��

�I�H�P�L�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���D�V���G�H�P�R�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���,���H�[�S�O�R�U�H���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� 

 

 

1.4 Woman, Mother, Witch  

�/�L�N�H�� �W�K�H�� �W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�� �L�G�H�D�V�� �E�\�� �5�L�J�E�\���� �0�X�U�S�K�\���� �D�Q�G�� �:�H�Q�W�H�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V��

�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���� �W�K�H�� �W�Z�R���Z�D�\�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�D�W�L�F�� �R�I�� �I�H�P�L�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �G�H�P�R�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�G��

�L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\���D�E�R�Y�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���W�R���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���L�Q���Z�D�\�V���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���W�L�W�O�H��

�R�I���W�K�H���D�I�R�U�H�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\�����W�K�H���W�L�W�O�H���:�R�R�G�O�D�Q�G�V���'�D�U�N���D�Q�G���'�D�\�V��

�%�H�Z�L�W�F�K�H�G���L�Q�D�G�Y�H�U�W�H�Q�W�O�\�� �O�L�Q�N�V�� �Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V�� ���W�K�H�� �I�H�P�L�Q�L�]�H�G�� �G�H�P�R�Q���� �W�R�� �Z�L�W�F�K�F�U�D�I�W�� ���D��

�G�H�P�R�Q�L�]�H�G�� �I�H�P�L�Q�L�Q�L�W�\���� �D�Q�G�� �Y�L�F�H�� �Y�H�U�V�D���� �D�Q�G�� �F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�� �E�R�W�K�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O�� �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J��

�K�R�U�U�R�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �J�H�Q�U�H���� �'�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J�� �Y�R�L�F�H�R�Y�H�U�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�O�P���� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �L�W�V��

�P�D�Q�\���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z�H�H�V���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�G�V���W�K�D�W���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���L�V���³�D���Z�D�\���R�I���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J���D�O�O���W�K�R�V�H���O�D�\�H�U�V���R�I��

�P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �E�X�L�O�G�� �X�S�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���´�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�V�� �W�K�L�V�� �W�K�H�P�H�� �W�R�� �W�K�H��

�³�W�H�U�U�R�U���R�I���I�H�P�D�O�H���V�H�[�X�D�O�L�W�\���´���,�Q���W�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\�����W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�W�Z�L�Q�H�G���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���L�G�H�D�V���L�V���P�R�V�W��

�D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W�� �L�Q�� �P�\�� �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I���7�K�H�� �9�9�L�W�F�K���E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �R�I�� �L�W�V�� �F�O�H�D�U���H�U���� �D�O�L�J�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �Z�L�W�K�� �I�R�O�N��

�K�R�U�U�R�U�� �D�V�� �J�H�Q�U�H���� �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�I�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �I�H�P�D�O�H�� �E�R�G�\���� �I�H�P�L�Q�L�Q�L�W�\�� ���R�U�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�F�N��



 
 

61 
 

�W�K�H�U�H�R�I�������V�H�[�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���V�H�[�X�D�O�L�W�\�������D�Q�G���Q�D�W�X�U�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O���E�H���W�K�H���I�R�F�X�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q����

�L�V�� �H�T�X�D�O�O�\�� �D�� �F�R�U�H�� �Q�R�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I���P�R�W�K�H�U�����D�Q�G���&�D�V�W�O�H���� �Z�K�R�V�H�� �J�H�Q�H�U�L�F�� �F�O�R�V�H�Q�H�V�V�� �W�R�� �I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U��

�J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �D�O�O�R�Z�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �W�K�H�P�H�V�� �W�R�� �H�P�H�U�J�H�� �D�V�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N��

�K�R�U�U�R�U�¶�V���D�U�F�K�L�Y�H�� 

�/�L�N�H�� �W�K�H�� �H�F�R�S�K�R�E�L�F�� �D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�V�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V�� �W�K�H�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�O�\��

�W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G�� �(�D�U�W�K���� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�� �E�R�Q�G�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �O�D�Q�G�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�R�P�D�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �O�H�D�G�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�L�U��

�V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V�� �D�Q�G�� �P�X�W�X�D�O�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���� �I�H�P�L�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �2�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �:�H�V�W�H�U�Q��

�W�K�R�X�J�K�W���D�O�V�R���K�D�V���L�W�V���U�R�R�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�L�H�V�W���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V���D�E�R�X�W���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V���W�K�D�W��

�H�Q�J�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G���D�Q���L�F�R�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\���R�I���J�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G���Q�D�W�X�U�H�����W�K�H�V�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\��

�R�I���3�R�F�D�K�R�Q�W�D�V�����Z�K�R�����D�V���3�D�X�O���D�U�J�X�H�V�����V�H�U�Y�H�V���³�D�V���D�Q���D�O�O�H�J�R�U�L�F�D�O���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H���R�I���W�K�H���µ�Q�H�Z��

�Z�R�U�O�G�¶���L�Q���D�F�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�R�Q�Q�R�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���H�[�R�W�L�F���I�H�P�L�Q�L�Q�L�W�\�����D�V���D���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���P�H�G�L�D�W�R�U��

�D�Q�G�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U�� �R�I�� �(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q�� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P���� �D�Q�G�� �D�V�� �D�� �P�R�G�H�O�� �I�R�U�� �D�V�V�L�P�L�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G��

�F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�´�� ������������ �7�K�L�V�� �F�O�D�L�P�� �V�S�H�D�N�V�� �W�R�� �P�\�� �H�D�U�O�L�H�U�� �D�V�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�W�W�O�H�U�V�¶��

�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�Y�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���µ�1�H�Z���:�R�U�O�G�¶�² �D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���W�K�H���,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V��

�S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V�� �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�V�H�� �O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�W�W�O�H�U�� �L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�² �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�V�� �D��
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�G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W�����E�\���Z�K�L�F�K���O�R�Z�H�U���F�O�D�V�V�����T�X�H�H�U�����D�Q�G���Z�R�P�H�Q���R�I���F�R�O�R�U���D�U�H���G�L�V�S�U�R�S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�D�W�H�O�\��

�D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G�� 

�$�W���W�K�L�V���S�R�L�Q�W�����,���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���H�[�S�D�Q�G���R�Q���P�\���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���D�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���D�Q�G��

�L�W�V���D�I�W�H�U�O�L�Y�H�V���H�P�H�U�J�H���D�V���P�X�F�K���D�V���J�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G���D�V���W�K�H�\���G�R���U�D�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���Z�D�\���W�K�D�W��

�Q�D�W�X�U�H���K�D�V���F�R�P�H���W�R���E�H���L�Q���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����,�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���7�K�H���*�R�W�K�L�F��

�2�W�K�H�U���� �5�D�F�L�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �6�R�F�L�D�O�� �&�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �/�L�W�H�U�D�U�\�� �,�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q������������������ �5�X�W�K��

�%�L�H�Q�V�W�R�F�N���$�Q�R�O�L�N���D�U�J�X�H�V���W�K�D�W�����L�Q���P�D�Q�\���U�H�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���J�R�W�K�L�F���D�V���J�H�Q�U�H�� 

Gothic fear is relocated onto the figure of the racial and social Other, the Other who 
replaces the supernatural ghosts or grotesque monster as the code for mystery and 
danger, becoming, ultimately, as horrifying, threatening, and unknowable as the typical  
Gothic manifestation. (2)  

�,�W���V�H�H�P�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�L�V���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W���D�Q�D�O�\�V�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���U�H�V�W���R�I���W�K�H��

�H�G�L�W�H�G���Y�R�O�X�P�H���W�K�D�W���³�U�D�F�L�D�O�´���2�W�K�H�U�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H���Q�R�Q���Z�K�L�W�H���K�X�P�D�Q�V�² �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���1�D�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G��

�$�I�U�L�F�D�Q�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V�² �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �U�D�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �U�D�F�L�V�P�� �E�D�V�H�G�� �R�Q��

�H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�P�V���R�I���V�N�L�Q���F�R�O�R�U���D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���R�U�L�J�L�Q�����&�R�P�S�D�U�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\�����R�W�K�H�U���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�����V�X�F�K���D�V��

�&�R�U�L�Q�Q�D�� �/�H�Q�K�D�U�G�W�� �L�Q���6�D�Y�D�J�H�� �+�R�U�U�R�U�V������������������ �U�H�I�H�U�� �P�R�U�H�� �F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�O�\�� �W�R��

�³�U�D�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G�´���2�W�K�H�U�V�����L���H�������K�X�P�D�Q���I�L�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�O�L�J�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���U�D�F�L�D�O���2�W�K�H�U���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�L�U��

�L�Q�I�H�U�L�R�U�� �V�W�D�W�X�V�� �E�X�W�� �Z�K�R�� �D�U�H�� �Q�R�W�� �S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O�O�\�� �R�U�� �H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�O�\�� �2�W�K�H�U�H�G�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�L�U��
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�L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���P�D�U�N�H�U�V���V�H�H�Q���D�V���L�Q�I�H�U�L�R�U�����7�K�X�V�����V�K�H���V�H�H�V���W�K�H���F�R�U�H���D�Q�G���S�R�L�Q�W���R�I���R�U�L�J�L�Q���R�I���³�*�R�W�K�L�F��

�I�H�D�U�´�� �D�V�� �2�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�L�V�� �W�H�U�U�R�U�� �F�D�Q�� �R�W�K�H�U�Z�L�V�H�� �R�Q�O�\�� �E�H�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G�� �E�\��

�K�X�P�D�Q���D�J�H�Q�W�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D���³�U�H�O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�´���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�Q���H�Q�G�V���L�Q���³�U�H�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W���´���7�K�L�V��
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�R�Q�O�\���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �G�L�V�D�O�O�R�Z�� �K�X�P�D�Q�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�D�N�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �W�U�D�L�W�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�W�K�L�F��

�L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����R�U�����P�R�U�H���S�H�U�W�L�Q�H�Q�W�O�\�����W�K�D�W���P�R�Q�V�W�U�R�V�L�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H���J�R�W�K�L�F���F�D�Q���R�Q�O�\���E�H���L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�H�G��

�E�\���K�X�P�D�Q���2�W�K�H�U�V�����Q�R�W���E�\���W�K�R�V�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���K�R�U�U�L�I�\�L�Q�J���D�F�W�V���D�W���W�K�H���F�R�U�H���R�I���2�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J��

�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V�����7�K�L�V���V�W�D�Q�G�V���L�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���P�\���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���Q�H�R���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O��

�D�J�H�Q�W���D�V���W�K�H���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U���L�Q���8���6�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���Z�K�R���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���U�D�F�L�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��

�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���D�Q�G���G�L�V�F�R�X�U�V�H�V���W�K�D�W���G�H�I�L�Q�H���W�K�H���J�R�W�K�L�F���D�Q�G���I�R�U�P�V���R�I���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P���D�W���W�K�H��

�F�R�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���R�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���H�P�H�U�J�H�G���I�U�R�P���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�\���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�T�X�H�V�W�����7�K�L�V���L�G�H�D��

�L�V�����L�Q���S�D�U�W�����H�F�K�R�H�G���E�\���/�H�Q�K�D�U�G�W�����Z�K�R���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�V���%�L�H�Q�V�W�R�F�N���$�Q�R�O�L�N���H�W���D�O�����L�Q���K�H�U���W�K�H�R�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��

�R�I���³�W�K�H���L�Q�W�U�L�Q�V�L�F���U�D�F�L�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���*�R�W�K�L�F���´���Z�K�L�F�K�����V�K�H���D�U�J�X�H�V�����V�K�R�Z�V���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�U�H��

�L�V���Q�R���W�\�S�L�F�D�O���*�R�W�K�L�F���P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���L�V���Q�R�W���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���U�D�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G���R�U���U�D�F�L�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J�´���������������$�V��

�V�X�F�K�����W�K�H���U�D�F�L�D�O���2�W�K�H�U���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���U�H�S�O�D�F�H�G�² �D�Q�G���Q�H�L�W�K�H�U���F�D�Q���L�W���E�H���G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�G���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R��

�U�H�F�H�G�H�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�� �R�U�� �W�R�� �G�L�V�D�S�S�H�D�U�� �H�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\�² �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �L�W�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �D�O�U�H�D�G�\��

�F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�U�H�� �R�I�� �D�O�O�� �L�W�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U��

�J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P���W�K�D�W���G�H�I�L�Q�H�V���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V�¶���S�D�V�W���D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���D�V���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�H�G���L�Q���L�W�V���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U��

�J�R�W�K�L�F���D�Q�G���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���W�D�O�H�V���� 

�$�W�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �J�O�D�Q�F�H�����P�R�W�K�H�U�������&�D�V�W�O�H���� �D�Q�G���7�K�H�� �9�9�L�W�F�K���V�K�R�Z�� �V�L�J�Q�V�� �R�I�� �Q�H�L�W�K�H�U�� �D�� �U�D�F�L�D�O�� �Q�R�U�� �D��

�U�D�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �2�W�K�H�U�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W�V�¶�� �V�X�E�M�X�J�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �U�D�W�K�H�U�� �E�D�V�H�G�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H��

�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���J�H�Q�G�H�U���R�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���G�H�J�U�D�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����E�R�W�K���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K��

�D�U�H���H�T�X�D�O�O�\���U�R�R�W�H�G���L�Q���D���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���S�D�U�D�G�L�J�P���R�I���X�V���Y�V�����W�K�H�P�����L�I���L�Q���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���Z�D�\�V����

�8�S�R�Q���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���L�Q�V�S�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���E�\���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P���D�Q�G���W�K�H��

�I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���J�R�W�K�L�F���D�U�F�K�L�Y�H�V���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�����W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q���D�Q�G���Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���H�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V��

�W�K�H�V�H���W�H�[�W�V���H�Q�J�D�J�H���D�Q�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�H���H�P�H�U�J�H���D�V���L�Q�W�H�U�O�L�Q�N�H�G���2�W�K�H�U�V���D�W���W�K�H���P�H�U�F�\���R�I���D���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O��

�S�D�W�U�L�D�U�F�K�D�O���O�R�J�L�F�����Z�K�L�F�K���I�R�U�F�H�V���W�K�H�P���L�Q�W�R���V�X�E�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����F�R�P�S�O�L�D�Q�F�H�����R�U���H�Y�H�Q���S�H�U�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �O�L�P�L�W�L�Q�J���� �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�V�W���� �D�Q�G�� �D�P�E�L�J�X�R�X�V�² �L�Q�� �V�K�R�U�W���� �J�R�W�K�L�F�² �H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G��

�P�H�D�Q�V���� �$�V�� �V�X�F�K�����,�� �D�U�J�X�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�� �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V�� �W�R�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �I�R�O�N��
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23 In Reinventing Eden: The Fate of Nature in Western Culture  (2003), Carolyn Merchant retells a 
�3�H�Q�R�E�V�F�R�W�� �F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�� �V�W�R�U�\�� �Z�K�H�U�H�L�Q�� �D�Q�� �µ�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�¶�� �P�D�L�G�H�Q�� �P�D�U�U�L�H�V�� �D�� �\�R�X�Q�J�� �P�D�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�L�E�H�� �R�Q�O�\�� �W�R�� �E�H��
deceived by another in the form of a snake; to alleviate the situation, her husband has to kill her and 
bury her bones in a clearing. When she later appears to him in a dream, she tells him how to seed and 
harvest corn from the place he buried her, thereby teaching the Penobscot how and where to plant their 
crops and that the same plants regenerate the human body in a sacred lo�R�S�����³�7�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W���L�V���D�Q���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O��
�V�\�V�W�H�P�� �E�D�V�H�G�� �R�Q�� �S�O�D�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �L�Q�W�H�U�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�� �S�R�O�\�F�X�O�W�X�U�H�V�� �L�Q�� �I�R�U�H�V�W�� �J�D�U�G�H�Q�V���� �>�«�@�� �:�R�P�H�Q�� �W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P��
�Q�D�W�X�U�H���I�U�R�P���D���G�H�V�H�U�W���L�Q�W�R���D���J�D�U�G�H�Q�����>�«�@���,�Q���W�K�L�V���V�W�R�U�\���W�K�H���Y�D�O�H�Q�F�H���R�I���F�R�U�Q���P�R�W�K�H�U�V���L�V���J�R�R�G�����>�«�@���,�Q�W�R���W�K�L�V��
bountiful world of corn  mothers, enter the Puritan fathers bringing their own agricultural origin story 
�R�I�� �$�G�D�P�� �D�Q�G�� �(�Y�H���� �7�K�H�� �E�L�E�O�L�F�D�O�� �P�\�W�K�� �E�H�J�L�Q�V�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �,�Q�G�L�D�Q�� �V�W�R�U�\�� �H�Q�G�V�� �>�«�@�� �,�Q�V�W�H�D�G�� �R�I�� �P�R�Y�L�Q�J�� �I�U�R�P��
desert to garden, as in the Indian story, the biblical story moves from garden �W�R�� �G�H�V�H�U�W�´�� ��������-126). 
Merchant uses this comparison to trace how dominant myth -making and storytelling processes reversed 
Indigenous and European origins, so that the former became a symbol of decline while the latter came 
to signify prosperity. This reve �U�V�D�O�����D�Q�G���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���U�R�O�H�V���L�Q���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���D�Q�G���G�R�Z�Q�I�D�O�O����
ultimately speaks to my readings of Eve as the Puritan blueprint for all future female degradation and 
for the interconnected oppression of women, Indigenous peoples, and nature th�U�R�X�J�K�� �(�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �µ�W�K�H��
�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�¶���D�V���V�\�P�E�R�O�L�F�D�O�O�\���L�Q�W�H�U�F�K�D�Q�J�H�D�E�O�H�� 
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�S�H�U�L�R�G�V���� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�M�X�V�W�L�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�L�F�� �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V�� �H�P�S�O�R�\�H�G�� �E�\�� �I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �V�H�W�W�O�H�U��

�F�R�O�R�Q�L�]�H�U�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���G�H�V�F�H�Q�G�D�Q�W�V���\�H�W���Z�L�W�K���P�L�Q�L�P�D�O���W�R���Q�R���D�O�O�X�V�L�R�Q�V���W�R���W�K�H���H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���R�I��

�W�K�H�� �U�D�F�L�D�O�� �2�W�K�H�U�V�� �D�W�� �D�Q�G�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���� �7�K�H�� �O�D�W�W�H�U�� �I�L�O�P�� �S�D�L�Q�W�V�� �D�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\�� �V�N�H�Z�H�G��

�S�L�F�W�X�U�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �U�H�V�S�H�F�W���� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J�� �L�W�V�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �L�Q�� �D�� �O�R�Q�J�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �K�R�U�U�R�U��

�W�H�[�W�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���8���6�������L�W���L�V�����R�Q���W�K�H���R�Q�H���K�D�Q�G�����Q�R�W���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���H�T�X�D�O�O�\���S�D�U�W�D�N�H��

�L�Q�� �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V�� �R�I�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �D�E�V�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�V���� �2�Q�� �W�K�H�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �K�D�Q�G�����7�K�H��

�9�9�L�W�F�K���G�R�H�V�� �V�W�U�D�\�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�L�V�� �H�U�D�V�X�U�H���� �L�I�� �L�Q�� �P�L�Q�L�V�F�X�O�H�� �D�Q�G�� �D�O�P�R�V�W�� �X�Q�L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�D�E�O�H�� �I�R�U�P����

�Z�K�H�Q�� �L�W�� �V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�� �W�K�U�H�H�� �,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V�� �P�H�Q�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�U�O�\�� �P�L�Q�X�W�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�O�P���� �:�H�� �V�H�H��
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�W�K�H�P���Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W���7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V���I�D�P�L�O�\���L�V���E�D�Q�L�V�K�H�G���I�U�R�P���M�X�V�W��

�D�V���W�K�H���J�D�W�H�V���D�U�H���F�O�R�V�H�G���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���G�H�S�D�U�W�X�U�H���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V�����$�V���V�X�F�K�����L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J�O�\����

�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���V�S�R�U�W�V���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���G�L�V�D�I�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W���G�X�H���W�R���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V��

�R�I�� �I�D�L�W�K���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �K�H�D�G�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�O�R�Q�\�� �V�H�Q�G�� �W�K�H�P�� �D�Z�D�\�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �1�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �W�R��

�U�H�P�D�L�Q�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �S�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �E�R�X�Q�G�V���� �L�W�� �L�V�� �S�O�D�X�V�L�E�O�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�P�L�O�\�� �V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\��

�J�U�R�Z�V�� �W�R�� �G�H�V�S�L�V�H�� �W�K�H�P�� �H�Y�H�Q�� �P�R�U�H���� �:�K�L�O�H�� �W�U�L�E�D�O�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �D�E�V�H�Q�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �V�F�U�H�H�Q��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�V�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�O�P���� �(�J�J�H�U�V�� �L�Q�Y�R�N�H�V�� �D�W�� �O�H�D�V�W�� �W�K�H�� �I�H�D�U�� �R�I�� �µ�V�D�Y�D�J�H�� �,�Q�G�L�D�Q�V�¶��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V�� �X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�W�\�� �Z�L�W�K�� �U�H�J�D�U�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �W�L�W�X�O�D�U�� �Z�L�W�F�K���� �D�W��

�O�H�D�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�����W�K�H���K�R�U�U�R�U�V���W�K�H�\���H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U���D�Q�G���L�P�D�J�L�Q�H���O�X�U�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W��

�Z�R�R�G�V�� �P�L�J�K�W�� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �E�H�� �W�K�H�� �µ�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�V�¶�� �Z�H�� �V�H�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���� �F�R�P�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �S�X�Q�L�V�K�� �W�K�H��

�I�D�P�L�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�D�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���L�Q���U�H�Y�H�Q�J�H���R�I���V�H�W�W�O�H�U���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���Q�D�W�X�U�H����

�D�Q���D�O�O�H�J�H�G���µ�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�¶���U�H�D�O�P�����$�W���R�W�K�H�U���W�L�P�H�V�����D�Q�G���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���O�D�W�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���I�L�O�P�����I�D�W�K�H�U���:�L�O�O�L�D�P��

�D�Q�G���P�R�W�K�H�U���.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H���K�D�Y�H���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���Z�L�W�F�K���H�[�L�V�W�V���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���V�K�H���L�V�����L�Q�����W�K�H�L�U���R�O�G�H�V�W��

�G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���� �7�K�X�V���� �W�K�H�� �U�D�F�L�D�O�� �2�W�K�H�U�� �L�V�� �Q�R�� �O�R�Q�J�H�U�� �Q�H�H�G�H�G�� �D�V�� �V�F�D�S�H�J�R�D�W�� �D�Q�G�� �L�P�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J��

�W�K�U�H�D�W�����,�W���L�V���Q�R�W���D�E�V�H�Q�W�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����U�D�W�K�H�U�����L�W���K�D�V���E�H�F�R�P�H���D���F�R�U�H���D�U�R�X�Q�G���Z�K�L�F�K���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W��

�W�H�U�U�R�U�� �L�V�� �E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�� �D�V�� �L�W�V�� �H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���� �$�V�� �V�X�F�K���� �L�Q�� �O�L�Q�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �P�\�� �H�D�U�O�L�H�U�� �D�V�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W��

�J�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P�� �L�V�� �L�Q�W�U�L�Q�V�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �U�D�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G���� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�P�D�Q�� �D�V�� �Z�L�W�F�K�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �µ�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�¶��

�E�H�F�R�P�H���L�Q�W�H�U�F�K�D�Q�J�H�D�E�O�H�����D�Q�G���L�Q���D�F�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���3�K�L�O�O�L�S�V�¶�V���D�Q�G���3�O�X�P�Z�R�R�G�¶�V���D�V�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q�V��

�D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�H�[�W�U�L�F�D�E�O�H�� �O�L�Q�N�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �V�H�[�L�V�P���� �U�D�F�L�V�P���� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P���� �D�Q�G�� �Q�D�W�X�U�L�V�P���� �W�K�H�\��

�D�O�V�R���E�H�F�R�P�H���H�T�X�D�O�O�\���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H���R�I���W�K�H���J�R�W�K�L�F���K�R�U�U�R�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V�� 

�6�L�P�L�O�D�U�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�P�R�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �µ�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�V�¶�� �D�V�� �E�R�W�K�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �I�L�J�X�U�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q��

�I�L�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H�� �9�9�L�W�F�K���H�[�S�O�R�U�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�\�V�� �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V�� �W�K�L�V�� �N�L�Q�G�� �R�I�� �G�R�X�E�O�H��

�G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�V�� �D�� �I�R�U�P�� �R�I�� �K�\�S�R�F�U�L�V�\�� �I�X�H�O�H�G�� �E�\�� �K�H�U�� �S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���� �V�K�H�� �L�V�� �R�V�W�U�D�F�L�]�H�G�� �Z�K�H�Q��

�U�H�D�G���D�V���K�X�P�D�Q���I�R�U���I�D�L�O�L�Q�J���E�\���W�K�H���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���R�I���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���Z�R�P�D�Q�K�R�R�G�����Z�K�H�U�H�E�\���V�K�H���L�V���R�Q�O�\��

�D�O�O�R�Z�H�G�� �D�� �V�L�Q�J�X�O�D�U�� �G�H�V�W�L�Q�\���D�V�� �D�� �I�X�W�X�U�H�� �P�R�W�K�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �K�R�X�V�H�Z�L�I�H�� ���L���H������ �H�Y�H�U�\�� �Z�R�P�D�Q�¶�V��

�Q�D�W�X�U�H������ �D�Q�G�� �H�T�X�D�O�O�\�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �V�K�H�� �L�V�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G�� �D�V�� �D�� �I�R�U�P�� �R�I�� �Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�� ���R�U�� �P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q��

�K�X�P�D�Q�����Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�Q���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���R�I���K�H�U���D�O�O�H�J�H�G���S�U�R�S�H�Q�V�L�W�L�H�V���D�V���D���V�X�S�H�U�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���Z�L�W�F�K�����Z�K�H�U�H�E�\��

�V�K�H���G�H�I�L�H�V�����E�\���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q���E�H�O�L�H�I�����*�R�G�¶�V���J�U�D�F�H���L�Q���I�D�Y�R�U���R�I���D�Q���D�O�L�J�Q�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���'�H�Y�L�O�����6�K�H���L�V��

�V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\�� �V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V�O�\�� �S�X�Q�L�V�K�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �K�H�U�� �L�Q�F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\�� �W�R�� �I�X�O�I�L�O�� �K�H�U�� �V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G�O�\��

�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �U�R�O�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �L�P�D�J�H�� �R�I�� �K�H�U�� �3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�� �P�R�W�K�H�U�� �D�V�� �I�R�U�� �K�H�U�� �W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H��

�H�S�R�Q�\�P�R�X�V�� �Z�L�W�F�K�� �D�V�� �D�Q�� �D�J�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�V�� �F�O�R�V�H�O�\�� �U�H�O�D�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �����W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\��

�L�G�H�R�O�R�J�L�H�V���W�R���6�D�W�D�Q�¶�V���H�D�U�W�K�O�\���D�S�S�H�W�L�W�H�V�����)�U�R�P���W�K�L�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V���W�K�D�W�����Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D�Q���R�E�Y�L�R�X�V��

�E�L�Q�D�U�\���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���µ�J�R�R�G�¶���D�Q�G���µ�E�D�G�¶���Q�D�W�X�U�H���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���D�Q���H�T�X�D�O��
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�G�X�D�O�L�V�P�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �µ�J�R�R�G�¶�� �D�Q�G�� �µ�E�D�G�¶�� �Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �Z�R�P�H�Q���� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�\�H�V�� �R�I�� �K�H�U�� �S�D�U�H�Q�W�V��

�7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q���L�V���U�R�E�E�H�G���R�I���D�Q�\���F�K�D�Q�F�H���W�R���O�L�Y�H���X�S���W�R���H�L�W�K�H�U���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���U�R�O�H�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���E�R�W�K���D�U�H��

�W�D�L�Q�W�H�G���E�\���V�L�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�W�D�U�W�����W�K�H���I�R�U�P�H�U���D�V���V�R�R�Q���D�V���V�K�H���I�D�L�O�V���W�R���V�D�Y�H���K�H�U���E�D�E�\���E�U�R�W�K�H�U��

�6�D�P�X�H�O�� �I�U�R�P�� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �N�L�G�Q�D�S�S�H�G���� �W�K�H�� �O�D�W�W�H�U�� �D�V�� �V�R�R�Q�� �D�V�� �V�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �G�H�I�L�H�V�� �K�H�U�� �S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G��

�H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\���Z�K�H�Q���V�K�H���I�X�O�O�\���J�L�Y�H�V���K�H�U�V�H�O�I���R�Y�H�U���W�R���Z�L�W�F�K�F�U�D�I�W�� 

�,�Q���'�D�P�Q�H�G���:�R�P�H�Q�����6�L�Q�Q�H�U�V���D�Q�G���:�L�W�F�K�H�V���L�Q���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�������������������(�O�L�]�D�E�H�W�K��

�5�H�L�V���D�U�J�X�H�V���W�K�D�W 

[d]emonstrating freedom from all sin was, of course, an exceedingly difficult task for 
�D�Q�\���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�����I�R�U���D���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q���Z�R�P�D�Q�����V�R���W�K�R�U�R�X�J�K�O�\���S�H�U�P�H�D�E�O�H���E�\���K�H�U���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�¶�V���L�G�H�R�O�R�J�\��
that she considered herself by nature a vile and evil creature hopelessly unworthy of 
�&�K�U�L�V�W�¶�V���O�R�Y�H�����W�K�H���W�D�V�N���Z�D�V���Y�L�U�W�X�D�O�O�\���L�P�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H��������-3) 

�7�K�H�� �I�L�O�P�� �W�K�X�V�� �F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �Z�K�D�W�� �5�H�L�V�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�V�� �D�V�� �³�W�K�H��

�Z�L�W�F�K�F�U�D�I�W���F�U�L�V�L�V���D�Q�G���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���L�Q���V�H�Y�H�Q�W�H�H�Q�W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�´������������

�Z�K�H�U�H�E�\���W�K�H���Z�R�P�D�Q���L�V���R�Q�F�H���D�J�D�L�Q���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���D�P�E�L�J�X�L�W�L�H�V�����V�K�H���L�V���E�R�W�K���S�U�D�L�V�H�G��

�D�Q�G�� �G�H�V�S�L�V�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �K�H�U�� �U�R�O�H�� �D�V�� �D�Q�� �D�J�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�² �E�H�� �L�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�U�P�� �R�I�� �E�R�G�\�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V��

�G�L�F�W�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�O�O�H�J�H�G���µ�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�¶���G�H�V�W�L�Q�\���R�I���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q���Z�R�P�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F���V�S�K�H�U�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H��

�G�L�V�F�X�U�V�L�Y�H���V�S�D�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�W�K�H�U�����R�U���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D�Q���D�O�L�J�Q�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���D���G�D�U�N�H�U���µ�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�Q�H�V�V�¶���L�Q��

�W�K�H���V�K�D�S�H���R�I���Z�L�W�F�K�F�U�D�I�W�����L�Q���W�X�U�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���D�V���H�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���G�U�D�Z�L�Q�J���R�Q���S�R�Z�H�U�V���I�U�R�P��

�W�K�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�H���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G�O�\���G�L�U�W�\�����V�H�[�X�D�O�����D�Q�G���F�D�U�Q�D�O���H�Q�H�U�J�L�H�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���R�I��

�V�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���O�D�W�W�H�U���W�U�D�F�H���D�Q���D�U�F���R�Q�F�H���D�J�D�L�Q���W�R���W�K�H���I�D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H���*�D�U�G�H�Q���R�I���(�G�H�Q����

�Z�L�W�K���(�Y�H�² �W�K�H���D�F�W�X�D�W�R�U���R�I���2�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���6�L�Q�² �D�V���D���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���P�R�O�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���O�D�W�H�U���I�L�J�X�U�H���R�I��

�W�K�H���Z�L�W�F�K���D�Q�G���K�H�U���L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���(�D�U�W�K�¶�V���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�����3�O�X�P�Z�R�R�G���D�U�J�X�H�V���W�K�D�W��

�³�>�W�@�W�R���E�H���G�H�I�L�Q�H�G���D�V���µ�Q�D�W�X�U�H�¶���>�«�@���P�H�D�Q�V���E�H�L�Q�J���V�H�H�Q���D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���D���V�K�D�U�S�O�\���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�����H�Y�H�Q��

�D�O�L�H�Q���O�R�Z�H�U���U�H�D�O�P�����Z�K�R�V�H���G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���V�L�P�S�O�\���µ�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���¶���I�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���Q�D�W�X�U�H���L�W�V�H�O�I���D�Q�G��

�W�K�H���Q�D�W�X�U�H���V�����R�I���W�K�L�Q�J�V�´�������������7�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�L�V���O�H�Q�V�����W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I��

�F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P���D�Q�G���V�H�[�L�V�P���H�P�H�U�J�H�V���D�V���L�Q�W�U�L�Q�V�L�F�D�O�O�\���J�R�W�K�L�F�����I�R�U���W�K�H���I�H�P�L�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���I�L�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���G�H�P�R�Q�L�F���Z�L�W�F�K���D�V���D���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���L�]�H�G���H�Q�W�L�W�\���R�Q�F�H���D�J�D�L�Q���N�H�H�S�V��

�E�R�W�K���Z�R�P�H�Q���D�Q�G���Q�D�W�X�U�H���O�R�F�N�H�G���X�S���L�Q���W�K�H���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���S�U�L�V�R�Q���R�I���P�X�W�X�D�O���R�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q��

�D�Q�G���H�U�D�V�X�U�H���D�W���W�K�H���K�D�Q�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�W�U�L�D�U�F�K�D�O���O�R�J�L�F���R�I���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�L�V�P�� 

�:�R�P�H�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �R�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���� �D�V�� �+�|�L�Q�J�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �D�I�R�U�H�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G�� �F�K�D�S�W�H�U�� �R�Q��

�³�*�R�W�K�L�F�� �)�L�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �(�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P���´�� �D�U�H�� �³�H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�� �Z�H�O�O���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�G�´�� �L�Q�� �J�R�W�K�L�F��

�V�W�X�G�L�H�V���Z�K�L�O�H 

far fewer studies have shed light on the interrelations between gothic representations 
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�R�I���P�D�O�H���I�H�P�D�O�H���G�L�F�K�R�W�R�P�L�H�V���D�Q�G���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���µ�Q�D�W�X�U�H�¶���D�Q�G���µ�W�K�H���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���¶���(�Y�H�Q���O�H�V�V��
attention has been paid to an issue that, from an ecofeminist perspective, is a major 
conundrum to the very fabric of the gothic: its inherent duality. (407)  

�6�K�H���U�H�D�G�V���W�K�L�V���E�L�Q�D�U�\���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���³�I�D�X�O�W���O�L�Q�H�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���J�R�W�K�L�F��

�D�Q�G���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P�´���������������E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���O�D�W�W�H�U���I�L�H�O�G���L�V���D�G�D�P�D�Q�W���D�E�R�X�W���D�Y�R�L�G�L�Q�J���R�U���E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J��

�X�S���G�X�D�O�L�V�P�V�����Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���I�R�U�P�H�U���V�H�H�P�V���W�R���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H���W�K�H�P���Z�K�H�U�H�Y�H�U���W�K�H�\���D�S�S�H�D�U�����:�K�L�O�H���,��

�D�J�U�H�H���Z�L�W�K���+�|�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���W�K�D�W���P�R�V�W���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���Z�R�P�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���J�R�W�K�L�F��

�I�R�O�O�R�Z�� �S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V�� �R�I�� �H�L�W�K�H�U���R�U���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �³�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� �µ�J�R�R�G�¶�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �D�V��

�S�D�V�V�L�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �I�H�P�D�O�H�� �D�J�H�Q�F�\�� �L�V�� �R�I�W�H�Q�� �G�H�P�R�Q�L�]�H�G�� �D�V�� �µ�X�Q�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�¶�´�� ���+�|�L�Q�J��

�������������L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J�O�\�����P�R�W�K�H�U�������&�D�V�W�O�H�����D�Q�G���7�K�H���9�9�L�W�F�K���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���R�I�I�H�U���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���S�L�F�W�X�U�H����

�L�Q���S�D�U�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W�V�¶���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���Q�D�W�X�U�H�����:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�L�U���D�Q�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W�V��

�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���W�K�H�P���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�I�R�U�Z�D�U�G�O�\���H�Y�L�O���D�Q�G���W�K�X�V���D�V���L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�L�Q�J���V�S�D�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���G�L�V�F�X�U�V�L�Y�H�O�\��

�Q�H�J�D�W�L�Y�H���� �D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�U�J�X�D�E�O�\�� �V�W�H�P�� �I�U�R�P�� �H�F�R�S�K�R�E�L�D���� �Q�R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �I�H�P�D�O�H�� �P�D�L�Q��

�F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V�� �L�V�� �D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�H�G�� �D�V�� �D�Q�� �H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�O�\�� �µ�J�R�R�G�¶�� �R�U�� �µ�E�D�G�¶�� �Z�R�P�D�Q���� �M�X�V�W�� �D�V�� �W�K�H��

�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �W�H�[�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �Q�H�L�W�K�H�U�� �Z�K�R�O�O�\�� �V�D�I�H�� �Q�R�U�� �V�R�O�H�O�\�� �W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�L�Q�J����

�,�Q�V�W�H�D�G�����E�R�W�K���Z�R�P�D�Q���D�Q�G���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�V�F�L�O�O�D�W�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�O�R�Q�J���D��

�V�S�H�F�W�U�X�P���� �K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �P�X�O�W�L�G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V�O�\��

�P�L�U�U�R�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �D�P�E�L�J�X�L�W�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�W�K�L�F���� �,�Q�� �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �W�K�L�V�� �E�R�W�K���D�Q�G�� �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���� �D�O�O��

�S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �W�H�[�W�V���F�D�Q���E�H�� �U�H�D�G�� �D�V�� �µ�J�R�R�G���¶�� �µ�E�D�G���¶�� �D�Q�G���R�U�� �D�Q�\�Z�K�H�U�H�� �L�Q�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��

�Z�K�H�Q�� �W�K�H�\�� �L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�� �µ�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���¶�� �µ�X�Q�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���¶�� �D�Q�G���R�U�� �U�H�D�O�P�V�� �E�H�\�R�Q�G�� �W�K�L�V�� �G�X�D�O�L�V�P���� �7�K�L�V�� �L�V��

�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���µ�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�¶���L�V���H�T�X�D�O�O�\���P�X�O�W�L�I�D�F�H�W�H�G���D�Q�G���D�P�E�L�J�X�R�X�V�����D�V��

�H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���D�E�R�Y�H�����L�I���W�K�H���Z�R�P�D�Q���L�V���Q�D�U�U�D�W�H�G���D�V���µ�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�¶���Z�K�H�Q���V�K�H���J�R�H�V���D�I�W�H�U���K�H�U���G�X�W�L�H�V��

�D�V���P�R�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G���K�R�X�V�H�Z�L�I�H�����W�K�L�V���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���K�H�U���Q�D�W�X�U�H���D�V���D���Z�R�P�D�Q���D�V���W�L�H�G���W�R���K�H�U���E�R�G�\����

�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �G�R�H�V�� �V�K�H�� �D�F�W�� �D�V�� �D�� �Z�L�W�F�K���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �X�V�X�D�O�O�\�� �D�I�I�R�U�G�V�� �K�H�U�� �D�J�H�Q�F�\�� �R�Y�H�U�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �Z�K�R��

�R�S�S�U�H�V�V�H�G�� �K�H�U�����V�K�H�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H�� �H�T�X�D�O�O�\�� �U�H�D�G�� �D�V�� �µ�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�¶�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�Q�V�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �K�H�U�� �S�R�Z�H�U�� �L�V��

�D�I�I�R�U�G�H�G�� �E�\�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H���� �W�K�X�V�� �W�\�L�Q�J�� �K�H�U�� �W�R�� �Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�� �Q�R�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I��

�Z�R�P�D�Q���D�V���Q�D�W�X�U�H�����:�K�L�O�H���W�K�L�V���F�R�O�O�D�S�V�H���R�I���E�L�Q�D�U�L�H�V���R�I���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�Q�H�V�V���Y�V�����X�Q�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�Q�H�V�V���G�R�H�V��

�Q�R�W���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�I�R�U�Z�D�U�G�O�\���F�X�W���D�F�U�R�V�V���R�U���H�U�D�V�H���I�R�U�P�V���R�I���R�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�L�V���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q����

�L�W�� �G�R�H�V�� �S�R�L�Q�W�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V�� �W�K�H�� �D�U�W�L�I�L�F�L�D�O�� �F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�² �O�L�Q�J�X�L�V�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���� �V�H�P�D�Q�W�L�F�D�O�O�\����

�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�O�\�² �R�I�� �V�X�F�K�� �W�K�R�X�J�K�W�� �S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V�� �D�V�� �P�D�U�N�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �M�X�V�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I��

�D�F�F�H�S�W�D�Q�F�H���R�U���S�X�Q�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�����$�V���V�X�F�K�����W�K�H���P�R�Y�H���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���W�K�U�H�H���G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\�² �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U��

�V�P�D�O�O�² �D�I�I�R�U�G�H�G�� �W�R�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �1�H�Z�� �(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�¶�V�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �W�H�[�W�V�� �X�Q�G�H�U��

�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �F�K�D�S�W�H�U�V�� �������� �G�R�H�V�� �Q�R�W�� �H�[�H�P�S�W�� �W�K�H�P�� �I�U�R�P�� �K�R�U�U�L�I�L�F�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V�� �R�U��

���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�����J�R�W�K�L�F���G�H�V�W�L�Q�L�H�V�����E�X�W���L�W���G�R�H�V���V�L�J�Q�D�O���D���P�R�Y�H���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���N�L�Q�G���R�I���I�R�U�W�K�U�L�J�K�W��
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�H�I�I�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �S�O�D�J�X�H�V�� �P�D�Q�\�� �H�D�U�O�\�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �W�H�[�W�V���� �Z�K�L�F�K���� �L�Q�� �W�X�U�Q���� �R�I�W�H�Q��

�D�V�V�X�P�H���D���R�Q�H���G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���I�H�P�D�O�H���D�J�H�Q�W�V�� 

�2�I���F�R�X�U�V�H�����I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���Z�U�L�W�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���J�R�W�K�L�F�����V�X�F�K���D�V���&�K�D�U�O�R�W�W�H���3�H�U�N�L�Q�V���*�L�O�P�D�Q����

�D�O�U�H�D�G�\�� �V�K�R�Z�H�G�� �D�Q�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�� �L�Q�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�L�Q�J�� �V�R�P�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �W�U�R�S�H�V���� �L�Q�� �³�7�K�H�� �<�H�O�O�R�Z��

�:�D�O�O�S�D�S�H�U�´������������������ �W�K�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\���F�R�Q�I�L�Q�H�G���S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W�����Z�K�R���L�V���E�H�O�L�W�W�O�H�G���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I�� �K�H�U��

�D�O�O�H�J�H�G���K�\�V�W�H�U�L�F�V�����E�U�H�D�N�V���I�U�H�H���I�U�R�P���K�H�U���E�H�G�U�R�R�P���S�U�L�V�R�Q���R�Q�O�\���W�R���V�H�H���K�H�U���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G���I�D�L�Q�W��

�L�Q���D���U�H�Y�H�U�V�D�O���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�[�L�V�W���W�U�R�S�H���R�I���Z�R�P�H�Q���V�Z�R�R�Q�L�Q�J���R�X�W���R�I���Z�H�D�N�Q�H�V�V�����$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����/�H�H��

�6�F�K�Z�H�Q�L�Q�J�H�U���K�D�V���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���Z�K�L�O�H���D���I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���R�I���*�L�O�P�D�Q�¶�V���V�K�R�U�W���V�W�R�U�\ 

�U�H�Y�H�D�O�V�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�[�X�D�O�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�� �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�� �L�Q�� �D�� �Z�R�P�D�Q�¶�V�� �P�D�G�Q�H�V�V���� �D�� �J�D�U�G�H�Q-based reading 
reveals the politics of patriarchal subjugation of both woman and wilderness and makes 
manifest the interrelationships between the control of nature in a  garden and the 
control of a woman as wife or medical patient. Such a politics invokes ecofeminist 
philosophy. (26)  

���6�X�F�K���D���S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�\���F�D�Q���F�X�W���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���J�R�W�K�L�F���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Z�R�P�D�Q�D�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H��

�W�R�S���G�R�Z�Q���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���D�Q�G���Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���Q�D�W�X�U�H���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H��

�V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���Q�D�W�X�U�H�V���R�I�� �P�H�Q���D�Q�G���Z�R�P�H�Q�����,�W���D�O�V�R���X�Q�F�R�Y�H�U�V���K�R�Z���� �G�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���R�I��

�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���N�L�Q�G�V���R�I���Q�D�W�X�U�H���L�Q���*�L�O�P�D�Q�¶�V���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�����³�E�R�W�K���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���D�Q�G���D�U�W�L�I�L�F�L�D�O�����W�K�D�W���L�V�����E�R�W�K��

�Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���J�D�U�G�H�Q�´�����6�F�K�Z�H�Q�L�Q�J�H�U�������������W�K�H�V�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�V���V�W�L�O�O���H�O�L�F�L�W��

�W�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �H�I�I�H�F�W�V���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �V�W�H�P�� �P�D�L�Q�O�\�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�O�H�� �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V�¶�� �I�H�D�U�� �R�U��

�P�D�Q�L�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�����7�K�H�V�H���H�I�I�H�F�W�V���D�U�H���R�Q�O�\���X�Q�G�H�U�F�X�W�����L�Q���S�D�U�W����

�E�\�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �I�R�U�P�V�� �R�I�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H���� �Z�K�L�F�K���� �V�L�P�L�O�D�U�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �E�O�X�U�U�H�G��

�L�P�D�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���Y�V�����W�K�H���X�Q�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���Z�R�P�D�Q���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�G���D�E�R�Y�H�����H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\���F�R�O�O�D�S�V�H���W�K�H��

�V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� ���Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V���� �Y�V���� �X�Q�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� ���J�D�U�G�H�Q������ �:�K�D�W�� �W�K�L�V��

�V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V�� �L�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �L�V�� �D�� �V�W�D�U�N�� �G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �Z�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�R���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�� �D�J�H�Q�W�V�� �L�Q��

�P�R�W�K�H�U�������&�D�V�W�O�H���� �D�Q�G���7�K�H�� �9�9�L�W�F�K���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�� �R�U�� �D�F�W�� �R�Q�² �Q�D�P�H�O�\�� �G�X�D�O�L�V�W�L�F�� �L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

�D�E�R�X�W�� �Z�R�P�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �E�D�V�H�G�� �R�Q�� �S�U�H�M�X�G�L�F�H���� �V�N�H�Z�H�G�� �I�D�L�W�K���� �D�Q�G�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F��

�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���J�D�L�Q�² �D�Q�G���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H���W�H�[�W�V���R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���F�D�Q���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�H���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�V�²

�Q�D�P�H�O�\���W�K�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���G�L�V�H�Q�W�D�Q�J�O�L�Q�J���G�X�D�O�L�V�P�V���D�Q�G���U�H���H�Q�W�D�Q�J�O�L�Q�J���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���E�R�Q�G�V��

�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �K�X�P�D�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�O�O�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �O�L�I�H�� �I�R�U�P�V���� �,�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���� �H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�� �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�V�� �R�I��

�J�R�W�K�L�F���D�Q�G���K�R�U�U�R�U���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q���F�D�Q���V�K�R�Z���W�K�H�L�U���W�U�X�H���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�����W�K�H�\���D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H���E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K��

�D�Q�G�� �P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �N�L�Q�� �S�H�U�� �+�D�U�D�Z�D�\�� �D�F�U�R�V�V�� �J�H�Q�G�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V�O�\��

�H�[�S�R�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���W�K�H�V�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���D�U�H���K�L�Q�G�H�U�H�G�����Z�K�R���K�L�Q�G�H�U�V���W�K�H�P�����D�Q�G���E�\��

�Z�K�L�F�K���P�H�D�Q�V�����7�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���D�E�L�O�L�W�\�����D�J�D�L�Q���S�H�U���+�D�U�D�Z�D�\����

�U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���L�Q���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���S�D�J�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���W�X�U�Q�H�G�����R�U���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���F�U�H�G�L�W�V���U�R�O�O�����W�H�V�W�L�I�L�H�V��
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�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �S�H�U�Y�D�V�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V�� �R�I�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�L�F�� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G�� �F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P�² �L���H������ �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�M�X�V�W�L�F�H�V�� �D�W��

�W�K�H�� �K�H�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �&�D�S�L�W�D�O�R�F�H�Q�H�² �Q�R�W���� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �W�R�� �D�� �O�D�F�N�� �R�I�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�� �R�U�� �F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\�� �I�R�U��

�V�X�J�J�H�V�W�L�Q�J�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �R�Q�� �E�H�K�D�O�I�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �W�H�[�W�V���� �,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�H�D�Q�W�L�P�H���� �W�K�H�\�� �P�X�V�W�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�H�� �R�Q�� �D��

�G�\�Q�D�P�L�F���R�I�� �G�L�V�V�R�O�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�V�R�O�Y�H�� �E�X�L�O�W�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�L�W�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �F�R�O�O�D�S�V�H�� �R�I�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G��

�F�D�W�H�J�R�U�L�H�V�� 

�,�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\�����W�K�L�V���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���L�V���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���Y�L�V�L�E�O�H���L�Q���&�D�V�W�O�H�����Z�K�H�U�H�L�Q�����D�W���I�L�U�V�W����

�0�H�U�U�L�F�D�W�� �I�H�H�O�V�� �P�R�V�W�� �D�W�� �K�R�P�H�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J�� �E�D�U�H�I�R�R�W�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�� �G�D�U�N�� �I�R�U�H�V�W��

�V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���K�H�U���K�R�X�V�H���D�Q�G���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���V�X�E�Y�H�U�V�L�Y�H���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V���L�Q���K�H�U���R�Y�H�U�J�U�R�Z�Q���K�L�G�H�R�X�W���E�\��

�W�K�H�� �U�L�Y�H�U�E�D�Q�N���� �%�\�� �F�R�P�S�D�U�L�V�R�Q���� �&�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �L�V�� �H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�O�\�� �D�O�L�J�Q�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �J�D�U�G�H�Q��

�P�D�L�Q�W�H�Q�D�Q�F�H���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���F�R�R�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�F�F�X�P�X�O�D�W�H�G���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W�����$�W���W�K�H���H�Q�G����

�K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �D�I�W�H�U�� �%�O�D�F�N�Z�R�R�G�� �P�D�Q�V�L�R�Q�� �K�D�V�� �P�R�V�W�O�\�� �E�X�U�Q�H�G�� �G�R�Z�Q���� �W�K�H�� �N�L�W�F�K�H�Q�� �D�V�� �D�Q��

�H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �J�D�U�G�H�Q�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �P�D�Q�L�S�X�O�D�W�H�G�� �D�Q�G��

�F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�G���E�H�F�R�P�H�V�� �D�� �Q�H�Z�O�\���L�Q�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�� �V�L�V�W�H�U�V���H�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J�� �D�V�� �F�U�R�V�V��

�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �E�L�E�O�L�F�D�O�� �(�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �µ�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�¶�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �µ�1�H�Z�� �:�R�U�O�G�¶�² �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�Q�G��

�P�D�G�H�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �G�R�Z�Q�I�D�O�O���R�I�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �S�D�U�D�G�L�V�H�V���� �7�K�H�� �V�L�V�W�H�U�V�¶��

�F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�O�V�R���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H�P���R�Q���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H���H�Q�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�W�U�X�P���R�I���Z�R�P�D�Q�K�R�R�G����

�D�Q�G���\�H�W�����W�K�H�\���V�W�L�O�O���I�D�L�O���R�Q���E�R�W�K���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���H�\�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���J�R�V�V�L�S�L�Q�J���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H��

�E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �W�K�H�\�� �F�D�Q�Q�R�W�� �F�R�P�S�O�\�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �S�D�W�U�L�D�U�F�K�D�O�� �U�H�P�Q�D�Q�W�V�� �R�I�� �3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�� �V�R�F�L�D�O��
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�Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�� �W�R�� �H�Q�J�D�J�H�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �S�R�O�D�U�� �R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H�V�� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V���� �D�Q�G�� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���� �W�K�H��

�V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�P�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �V�H�H�P�� �W�R�� �O�L�H�� �V�R�P�H�Z�K�H�U�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �P�L�G�G�O�H���� �$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\����

�H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�P�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���L�W�V���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���D�Q�G���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V�����W�D�N�H�V���R�Q���V�X�F�K���D���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���U�R�O�H���L�Q��

�W�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\���E�H�F�D�X�V�H�����D�V���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�G���O�D�F�N���R�I���E�R�W�K���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���W�K�H�R�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G��

�F�U�L�W�L�T�X�H�V�� �L�Q�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �V�W�X�G�L�H�V�� �V�K�R�Z�V���� �W�K�H�V�H�� �I�L�H�O�G�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �Q�H�Y�H�U�� �G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G�O�\��

�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G���W�R���W�K�H�V�H���G�H�E�D�W�H�V���G�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���E�R�W�K���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���H�F�R�F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���D�V���Z�H�O�O��

�D�V���I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���D�W���W�K�H���I�R�U�H�I�U�R�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V���W�K�H�V�H���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H�V���K�D�Y�H��

�V�W�X�G�L�H�G�� �D�O�O�� �D�O�R�Q�J�² �R�I�W�H�Q���� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�O�\���� �,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R���3�R�V�W�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W��

�*�R�W�K�L�F�������������������%�H�Q�M�D�P�L�Q���%�U�D�E�R�Q���D�Q�G���6�W�p�S�K�D�Q�L�H���*�H�Q�]���V�X�J�J�H�V�W���W�K�D�W���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���³�U�H�D�F�K�H�G���D��

�Q�H�Z�� �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �V�S�D�F�H�� �E�H�\�R�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �I�H�P�D�O�H�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� ���D�Q�G�� �L�W�V�� �J�K�R�V�W�V�� �R�I�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G��

�X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O�L�V�P���´�� ���������� �Z�K�L�O�H���7�L�P�R�W�K�\���0�R�U�W�R�Q���L�Q���³�7�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���2�E�M�H�F�W�V���/�L�N�H���:�R�P�H�Q�´����������������

 
24 Cf. Diana Fuss, Essentially Speaking: Feminism, Nature, Difference  (1989); Sara Ahmed, 
Differences That Matter: Feminist Theory and Postmodernism  (1998). 
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�R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�V���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���U�X�V�K���W�R���H�[�L�W���W�K�H���E�L�Q�D�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���O�R�J�L�F�V���R�I���W�K�H���P�D�U�N�H�G���D�Q�G���X�Q�P�D�U�N�H�G���R�I��

�P�R�G�H�U�Q���S�D�W�U�L�D�U�F�K�\�´���O�H�D�G�V���W�R���³�D���U�L�V�N���R�I���U�X�V�K�L�Q�J���W�R�Z�D�U�G���D�E�V�R�O�X�W�H���Q�R�Q���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�P�´������������

�L�Q���D�Q���H�I�I�R�U�W���W�R���V�W�U�L�N�H���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�P���G�R�Z�Q���I�R�U���J�R�R�G�� 

�,�� �Z�D�Q�W�� �W�R�� �H�F�K�R�� �0�R�U�W�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �³�D�E�V�R�O�X�W�H�� �Q�R�Q���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�P�´�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W�� �D�� �V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�I�R�U�Z�D�U�G�O�\��

�D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G�� �D�O�O���R�U���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J�� �V�W�D�W�X�V�� �T�X�R�� �E�X�W�� �U�D�W�K�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�V�X�O�W�� �R�I�� �Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �Z�K�L�F�K���� �D�V�� �,��

�K�D�Y�H���D�U�J�X�H�G���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�O�\���L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�����Z�H���K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W���V�H�H�Q���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I�����7�K�L�V���L�V���Z�K�\���,���V�H�H��

�*�H�Q�]�¶�V���F�O�D�L�P���D�V���D���F�R�Q�I�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�Z�R���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H���L�G�H�D�V���W�K�D�W���F�D�Q�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����F�R�H�[�L�V�W�����,���D�J�U�H�H��

�W�K�D�W���L�W���L�V���K�L�J�K���W�L�P�H���W�R���O�H�D�Y�H���E�H�K�L�Q�G���J�H�Q�G�H�U���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���J�H�Q�U�H���P�D�U�N�H�U�V�����H�[�H�P�S�O�L�I�L�H�G���E�\��

�µ�P�D�O�H�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�¶�� �Y�V���� �µ�I�H�P�D�O�H�� �J�R�W�K�L�F���¶�� �D�� �G�X�D�O�L�V�P�� �W�K�D�W���� �D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �+�|�L�Q�J���� �³�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R��

�K�D�X�Q�W�� �D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�� �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �X�Q�W�L�O�� �W�R�G�D�\�´�� �������������� �$�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �W�L�P�H���� �D�V�� �,��

�K�R�S�H���W�R���K�D�Y�H���P�D�G�H���F�O�H�D�U�����,���V�H�H���Y�D�O�X�H���L�Q���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�Q�J���W�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���W�K�H���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�P�V���D�O�O���I�R�U�P�V��

�R�I���W�K�H���J�R�W�K�L�F�² �D�Q�G�����K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�O�\�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���W�K�H���V�R���F�D�O�O�H�G���I�H�P�D�O�H���J�R�W�K�L�F�² �K�D�Y�H���X�Q�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G��

�D�V���U�H�D�O���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���L�Q���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�V���W�K�H�\���H�P�H�U�J�H���I�U�R�P�����Q�R�W���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���U�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�H��

�W�K�H�P�����E�X�W���W�R���I�L�Q�G���Z�D�\�V���W�R���E�D�Q�L�V�K���W�K�H�P���R�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���I�R�U���D�O�O���L�Q���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���D�Q�G���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���W�K�H��

�E�L�Q�D�U�\���Z�D�\�V�����,�Q���W�K�L�V���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�����,���K�D�Y�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V�O�\���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���W�K�H�P�H���R�I���P�\��

�V�W�X�G�\���D�V���D�P�E�L�J�X�L�W�\�����Q�R�W���G�X�D�O�L�W�\�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���,���V�H�H���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V���,��

�D�Q�D�O�\�]�H�� �E�H�O�R�Z�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �J�H�Q�U�H�V�� �W�K�H�\�� �F�R�P�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �P�X�O�W�L�I�D�F�H�W�H�G�Q�H�V�V�� �R�I�� �H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H�V��

�W�K�D�W���J�R�H�V���E�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���V�L�P�S�O�H���\�H�V���R�U���Q�R���F�R�Q�I�L�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���Y�V�����X�Q�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�����P�D�O�H���Y�V����

�I�H�P�D�O�H���� �R�U�� �H�F�R�S�K�R�E�L�D�� �Y�V���� �H�F�R�S�K�L�O�L�D���� �+�|�L�Q�J�� �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�H�V�� �D�Q�G���� �L�Q�� �S�D�U�W���� �F�U�L�W�L�T�X�H�V�� �W�K�H�V�H��

�H�L�W�K�H�U���R�U���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�V���L�Q���D�Q���H�I�I�R�U�W���W�R���V�K�R�Z���W�K�D�W�����³�G�H�V�S�L�W�H���D�O�O���L�W�V���W�U�D�Q�V�J�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�����W�R��

�W�K�L�V�� �G�D�\�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�W�H�Q�� �P�R�Y�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�D�O�S�R�V�W�V�� �U�D�W�K�H�U�� �W�K�D�Q�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �J�D�P�H����

�W�U�D�Q�V�S�O�D�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �U�D�W�K�H�U�� �W�K�D�Q�� �G�L�V�V�R�O�Y�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V�� �L�W�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���� �R�U���� �Z�K�H�Q��

�G�H�V�W�D�E�L�O�L�]�L�Q�J���R�Q�H���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\�����H�U�H�F�W�L�Q�J���D���Q�H�Z���R�Q�H���H�O�V�H�Z�K�H�U�H�´�����������������'�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���E�U�H�Y�L�W�\��

�R�I���K�H�U���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�����V�K�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���U�H�Y�H�D�O�V���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���D�U�H�D�V���D�Q�G���O�D�F�X�Q�D�H���W�K�D�W���H�[�L�V�W���L�Q��

�V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���D�Q�G���J�R�W�K�L�F���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���E�\���R�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���D���I�L�U�V�W��

�D�W�W�H�P�S�W���D�W���R�X�W�O�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�U�R�V�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���U�H�D�O�P�V�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����,���G�R���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���S�R�L�Q�W���R�X�W��

�W�K�D�W���,���V�H�H���K�H�U���Q�D�U�U�R�Z���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���Z�U�L�W�H�U�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���+�R�U�D�F�H���:�D�O�S�R�O�H�����$�Q�Q���5�D�G�F�O�L�I�I�H�����0�D�W�W�K�H�Z��

�*���� �/�H�Z�L�V���� �%�U�D�P�� �6�W�R�N�H�U���� �D�Q�G�� �0�D�U�\�� �6�K�H�O�O�H�\�� �W�R�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� �µ�W�K�H�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�¶�� �D�V�� �K�D�S�O�H�V�V�O�\��

�V�X�J�J�H�V�W�L�Y�H�� �R�I�� �D�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �µ�F�D�Q�R�Q�¶�� �R�I�� �Z�K�L�W�H�� �%�U�L�W�L�V�K�� �Z�R�U�N�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �U�H�G�X�F�H�V�� �W�K�H��

�J�R�W�K�L�F�� �W�R�� �L�W�V���H�D�U�O�\�� �W�H�Q�H�W�V���D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�R�U�V�� �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �E�U�H�D�G�W�K���R�I�� �W�K�H��

�J�H�Q�U�H�� �R�Q�� �D�� �J�O�R�E�D�O�� �V�F�D�O�H���� �$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���� �V�X�F�K�� �D�� �V�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�V�� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O��

�L�G�H�D�V�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�U�H�� �D�O�O�H�J�H�G�O�\�� �µ�P�X�V�W���N�Q�R�Z�Q�� �F�O�D�V�V�L�F�V�¶�� �E�\�� �µ�W�K�H�� �J�U�H�D�W�V�¶�� �R�I�� �D��
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�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���V�W�\�O�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���O�H�D�Y�H���U�R�R�P���I�R�U���W�H�[�W�V���D�Q�G���F�U�H�D�W�R�U�V���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���W�K�H���E�R�X�Q�G�V��

�R�I���P�D�L�Q�V�W�U�H�D�P�����Z�K�L�W�H�����µ�F�D�Q�R�Q�V���¶���-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�[���D�U�J�X�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H 

notion that literary study connects a reader to the spirit of an age, to a people, and above 
all to a nation has its roots in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century colonial 
administration. It was disseminated by bureaucrats who looked to literature to educate  
their subjects in European language and culture. (87)25 

�%�\�� �S�R�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �³�I�D�P�R�X�V�O�\�� �Q�R�W�H�G�´�� �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�V�� �������������� �³�I�O�D�J�V�K�L�S�´�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�V�� �������������� �D�Q�G��

�³�P�L�O�H�V�W�R�Q�H�´�� �W�H�[�W�V�� �������������� �+�|�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�D�G�Y�H�U�W�H�Q�W�O�\�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�H�V���� �D�W�� �W�L�P�H�V���� �W�K�H�� �K�L�J�K���O�R�Z��

�G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�\�S�H�V���R�I���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�V�����Z�U�L�W�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���L�G�H�D�V���V�K�H���L�V���D�G�D�P�D�Q�W���W�R���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �H�F�R���I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�� �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�V���� �2�I�� �F�R�X�U�V�H���� �,��

�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���G�L�U�H���V�W�D�W�H���R�I���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���R�Q���W�K�H�V�H���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�V���P�D�\���S�U�R�P�S�W���W�K�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O��

�V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H�P���W�R���U�H�I�H�U���W�R���W�H�[�W�V���D�Q�G���Z�U�L�W�H�U�V���I�L�U�V�W���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���E�H�H�Q��

�Z�L�G�H�O�\���F�L�W�H�G���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���D���E�D�V�H�O�L�Q�H���I�R�U���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���L�Q�T�X�L�U�\�����$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����W�K�H�U�H���L�V��

�Q�R���J�L�Y�H�Q���V�H�W���R�I���U�X�O�H�V���G�L�F�W�D�W�L�Q�J���D���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�H�[�W�V���Q�R�W���F�R�P�P�R�Q�O�\���V�L�W�X�D�W�H�G���L�Q���D��

�µ�F�D�Q�R�Q�¶�� �R�U�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �E�\�� �Z�U�L�W�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �D�� �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�� �H�W�K�Q�L�F�L�W�\���� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G���� �V�H�[�X�D�O��

�R�U�L�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����R�U���J�H�Q�G�H�U���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���E�H�\�R�Q�G�����K�H�W�H�U�R���Q�R�U�P�D�W�L�Y�H���O�L�Q�H�V�����$�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H�����J�L�Y�H�Q��

�W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���+�|�L�Q�J���H�Q�G�V���K�H�U���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���L�P�S�X�O�V�H���W�K�D�W���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P���L�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H��

�I�R�U�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �V�W�X�G�L�H�V�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �³�L�W�� �F�D�Q�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�� �V�W�L�P�X�O�L�� �I�R�U�� �F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�R�U�\�´�� ���������������L�W�� �L�V��

�V�X�U�S�U�L�V�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���V�K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V�O�\���V�W�L�F�N���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���D�I�W�H�U���D�O�O�� 

�,�� �G�U�D�Z�� �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �D�U�J�X�D�E�O�H�� �S�R�L�Q�W�V���R�I�� �G�H�E�D�W�H�� �I�X�O�O�\�� �F�R�J�Q�L�]�D�Q�W���W�K�D�W�² �D�Q�G���L�Q�� �S�D�U�W��

�E�H�F�D�X�V�H�² �,���K�D�Y�H���D�O�V�R���H�Q�J�D�J�H�G���L�Q���V�R�P�H���F�R�O�R�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V���W�K�D�W���P�D�N�H��

�X�S���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�V�������������H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���U�H�I�H�U�U�L�Q�J���W�R���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���Z�U�L�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G���R�U���W�K�H�L�U���Z�R�U�N�V���D�V��

�µ�V�H�P�L�Q�D�O���¶���7�K�L�V���Z�R�U�G���F�K�R�L�F�H���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�V���W�K�H���M�X�V�W���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G���K�L�H�U�D�U�F�K�L�H�V���R�I���O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\��

�W�H�[�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �F�U�H�D�W�R�U�V�� �R�Q�� �D�� �V�S�H�F�W�U�X�P�� �R�I�� �H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q���� �F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���� �Q�R�U�P���� �D�Q�G��

�V�X�S�H�U�L�R�U�L�W�\���� �E�X�W�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �L�W�V�� �H�W�\�P�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �/�D�W�L�Q�� �Z�R�U�G�� �µ�V�H�H�G���¶�� �L�W�� �D�O�V�R��

�D�O�O�X�G�H�V���W�R�����D�V���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�����E�O�R�J�J�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W�V���K�D�Y�H���S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���R�X�W����

�P�D�O�H�� �E�R�G�L�O�\�� �I�O�X�L�G�V�� ���L���H������ �V�H�P�H�Q�� �D�V�� �V�H�H�G�V������ �Z�K�L�F�K���� �L�Q�� �W�X�U�Q���� �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�V�� �P�D�U�N�H�U�V�� �R�I��

 
25 In Matters of Care: Speculative Ethics in More Than Human Worlds (2017), María Puig de la 
Bellacasa takes up this debate about academic establishment in the context of social and environmental 
�F�D�U�H���Z�R�U�N�����F�D�U�H���H�W�K�L�F�V�����D�Q�G���F�D�U�H���D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�V�����6�K�H���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�V���D���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���³�W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���F�D�U�H���´���D��
�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���³�V�W�\�O�H���R�I��connected thinking and writing that troubles the predictable academic isolation of 
consecrated authors by the way it gathers and explicitly honors the collective webs one thinks with rather 
�W�K�D�Q�� �X�V�L�Q�J�� �R�W�K�H�U�V�¶�� �W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J�� �D�V�� �D�� �µ�E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�¶�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �W�R�� �I�R�U�H�J�U�R�X�Q�G�� �R�Q�H�¶�V�� �R�Z�Q�´�� �������±77). This 
�W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�����S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����D�Q�G���Z�D�\���R�I���O�L�I�H���L�V���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���U�H�P�L�Q�L�V�F�H�Q�W���R�I���+�D�U�D�Z�D�\�¶�V���³�E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J-�Z�L�W�K���´���L�W���D�O�V�R���V�K�D�U�H�V��
specific and significant cross-sections with the eco/feminist idea of an (environmental) ethic of care, 
which I discuss in detail in chapters 2 and 3, and tangentially in chapter 4 of this study.  
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�P�D�V�F�X�O�L�Q�L�V�W�� �K�H�J�H�P�R�Q�\�� �L�Q�� �O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\�� �µ�F�D�Q�R�Q�V���¶�� �-�H�Q�Q�\�� �'�D�Y�L�V�� �R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�V��

�I�R�O�O�R�Z�V�� 

�µ�6�H�P�H�Q�¶�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\�� �:�H�V�W�H�U�Q�� �O�H�[�L�F�R�Q�� �G�R�H�V�� �Q�R�W�� �V�L�P�S�O�\�� �P�H�D�Q�� �V�H�H�G���� �E�X�W�� �W�K�H��
masculine form of such�² sperm. Seminal within this context therefore evokes the 
masculine, associates it with the powerful foundation of growing bodies of knowledge, 
and reinforc es the patriarchal logic from which its use stems. 

�%�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �P�\�� �D�Q�D�O�\�V�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���� �W�K�H�U�H�� �L�V�� �Q�R�� �S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �W�R�� �R�P�L�W���� �U�H�W�U�R�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\����

�W�K�H�V�H�� �D�U�J�X�D�E�O�\�� �V�H�[�L�V�W�� �X�Q�G�H�U�W�R�Q�H�V���� �K�H�Q�F�H�� �Z�K�\�� �,�� �V�H�H�� �L�W�� �D�V�� �F�U�X�F�L�D�O�� �W�R�� �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�� �W�K�L�V��

�F�R�Q�W�U�R�Y�H�U�V�L�D�O���F�K�R�L�F�H���L�Q���W�K�L�V���R�Y�H�U�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�����Z�K�H�U�H�L�Q���,���K�R�S�H���W�R���K�D�Y�H���V�K�R�Z�Q���H�I�I�R�U�W�V��

�D�W�� �G�H�F�R�O�R�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �L�G�H�D�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�D�O�O�L�Q�J�� �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�� �D�U�H�D�V�� �I�R�U�� �I�X�W�X�U�H��

�O�L�Q�J�X�L�V�W�L�F�����V�H�P�D�Q�W�L�F�����F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�����D�Q�G���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�O�\���F�K�D�Q�J�H���E�H�\�R�Q�G���G�X�D�O�L�V�P�V���D�Q�G���K�L�H�U�D�U�F�K�L�H�V����

�$�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���H�I�I�R�U�W�V�����,���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���W�K�D�W�����G�H�V�S�L�W�H���D���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���L�Q���R�W�K�H�U��

�U�H�V�S�H�F�W�V�����P�R�W�K�H�U�������&�D�V�W�O�H���� �D�Q�G���7�K�H�� �9�9�L�W�F�K���D�U�H�� �W�H�[�W�V�� �P�D�U�N�H�G�� �L�Q�� �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O�� �Z�D�\�V�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�L�U��

�Z�K�L�W�H�Q�H�V�V�² �D���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���H�Q�J�H�Q�G�H�U���F�U�L�W�L�F�L�V�P���I�U�R�P���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�����U�H�D�G�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���I�L�O�P��

�F�U�L�W�L�F�V�� �D�O�L�N�H�² �V�L�P�L�O�D�U�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �W�H�[�W�V�� �+�|�L�Q�J�� �X�V�H�V�� �D�V�� �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���� �:�K�L�O�H�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �L�V�� �P�H�U�L�W�� �L�Q��

�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�Q�J���W�H�[�W�V���R�I���D�O�O���Y�D�U�L�H�W�L�H�V�����,���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���W�K�D�W���P�\���W�H�[�W���V�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q��

�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�V���L�Q���D�Q���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O���D�E�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�H�[�W�V���E�\���%�,�3�2�&���F�U�H�D�W�R�U�V26���L�Q��

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���J�R�W�K�L�F���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\�����D�Q�G���L�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\�����D�Q�G���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���P�R�V�W��

�O�D�F�N�L�Q�J���D�U�H�����T�X�H�H�U�����Z�R�P�H�Q���R�I���F�R�O�R�U�����7�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���R�I���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���H�Y�H�U���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H��

�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�H�O�G�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�����)�R�O�N�� �+�R�U�U�R�U�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �����V�W���&�H�Q�W�X�U�\���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �W�R�R�N�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �D�W��

�)�D�O�P�R�X�W�K���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�����8���.�������L�Q���������������D�O�V�R���W�H�V�W�L�I�L�H�G���W�R���W�K�L�V���O�D�F�N�����Z�L�W�K���R�Q�O�\���D���V�H�O�H�F�W���I�H�Z���L�Q��

�W�K�H�� �O�R�Q�J�� �O�L�V�W�� �R�I�� �S�D�S�H�U�V�� �D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I�� �U�D�F�H���� �F�O�D�V�V���� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P�� �L�Q��

�W�K�H�� �J�H�Q�U�H�� ���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �P�\�� �R�Z�Q�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �U�R�O�H�� �R�I�� �%�O�D�F�N�Q�H�V�V�� �D�Q�G���U�D�F�L�V�P�� �L�Q�� �-�R�U�G�D�Q�� �3�H�H�O�H�¶�V��

�I�H�D�W�X�U�H�� �I�L�O�P���8�V���� �D�O�V�R�� �I�U�R�P�� �������������� �:�K�L�O�H�� �P�D�Q�\�� �V�S�H�D�N�H�U�V�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�� �W�R�X�F�K�H�G�� �R�Q��

�T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���J�H�Q�G�H�U���D�Q�G�����S�R�V�W���I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P�����P�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G��

�D�� �S�U�H�G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�W�O�\�� �Z�K�L�W�H�� �U�D�Q�J�H�� �R�I�� �W�H�[�W�V���W�K�D�W�� �Z�H�U�H�� �W�U�H�D�W�H�G�� �D�V�� �µ�Z�H�O�O���N�Q�R�Z�Q�¶�� �R�U�� �µ�F�D�Q�R�Q��

�F�O�D�V�V�L�F�V���¶���P�D�Q�\���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H�U�H���R�I���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���R�U�L�J�L�Q�����,�Q���P�R�U�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�O���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��

�V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���D�Q�G���F�R�O�O�H�D�J�X�H�V���D�W���W�K�L�V���F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�����L�W���Z�D�V���R�I�W�H�Q���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�����L�Q���S�D�U�W����

 
26 I also acknowledge that the majority of texts analyzed in detail in this study were written, produced, 
and or directed by straight, cis-gender men. I believe in the significance of applying ecocritical and 
feminist forms of critical theory to texts by cre ators who are sometimes disregarded in discussions about 
what should supposedly be reserved for female, non-binary, and/or queer writers. Additionally, and 
unfortunately, any corpus selection falls short on some accounts. As such, I hope that, overall, my 
analyses of mother! , Castle, and The VVitch in chapters 2-4 show the ecofeminist potential of the texts 
per se, regardless of their makers, and that the shorter readings of additional texts in this chapter can 
do the same. 
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�V�S�H�D�N�V���W�R���D���Q�R�Q�H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���R�I���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���W�H�[�W�V���E�\���D�Q�G���D�E�R�X�W���%�,�3�2�&���L�Q���J�R�W�K�L�F���D�Q�G���K�R�U�U�R�U��

�I�L�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W�����W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�����V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S���K�D�V���K�D�G���D���K�D�U�G���W�L�P�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J��
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�)�R�U���W�K�L�V���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�����,���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���U�H�I�H�U���W�R���D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W���/�H�D�K���7�K�R�P�D�V�����Z�K�R�V�H���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���D�Q�G���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O��

�U�D�F�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�P���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���V�R�F�L�D�O���P�H�G�L�D���D�Q�G���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���K�D�V���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S��

�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �W�H�U�P�� �L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�L�V�P���� �6�K�H�� �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V�� �K�H�U�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�� �Z�L�W�K��

�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���D�Q�G���J�H�Q�G�H�U���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V�� 

�,�¶�Y�H���R�I�W�H�Q���E�H�H�Q���D�V�N�H�G���Z�K�\���,���G�R�Q�¶�W���F�D�O�O���P�\�V�H�O�I���D�Q���(�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���D�Q�G���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���D�V���D�Q��
Intersectional Environmentalist. For me, as a Black woman, I gravitated towards 
Intersectional Feminism in college. But I struggled with Ecofeminism, and perhaps that 
was because of how it was taught�² through a Western white perspective. I felt as though 
Indigenous wisdom, traditions, and Eastern religions were being appropriated and 
�S�D�F�N�D�J�H�G���L�Q���D���Z�D�\���W�K�D�W���I�H�O�W���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�Y�H�����$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���,�¶�P���V�X�U�H���W�K�L�V���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�����,��
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�G�L�G�Q�¶�W���V�H�H���H�Q�R�X�J�K���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���%�,�3�2�&���>�%�O�D�F�N�����,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V�����D�Q�G���3�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���&�R�O�R�U�@���L�Q��
the literature or in discussion spaces. Nor did I feel a strong sense of support from white 
�Z�R�P�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�������³�'�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�´�� 

�:�K�L�O�H���7�K�R�P�D�V���U�H�M�H�F�W�V���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P���D�V���D���V�H�O�I���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\���L�Q���S�D�U�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���V�K�H��

�V�H�H�V�� �W�R�R�� �O�L�W�W�O�H�� �H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�� �Z�L�W�K�� �L�W�V�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�D�W�L�F�V�� �R�I�� �U�D�F�L�V�P���� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �W�L�P�H�� �K�H�U��

�R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q�D�G�Y�H�U�W�H�Q�W�O�\���X�Q�F�R�Y�H�U���\�H�W���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���U�H�D�V�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���W�K�H�P�D�W�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��

�R�I�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�P�� �L�Q�� �Q�H�Z�H�U�� �V�W�U�D�Q�G�V�� �R�I�� �H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P���� �Q�D�P�H�O�\�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�\�V�� �U�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�L�V�P�� �W�R��

�E�L�R�O�R�J�\���� �E�R�G�\���� �D�Q�G�� �F�D�U�H�� �Z�R�U�N�� �G�L�V�S�U�R�S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�D�W�H�O�\�� �D�I�I�H�F�W�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �R�I�� �F�R�O�R�U���� �� �'�H�V�S�L�W�H�� �W�K�H��

�I�D�F�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �S�D�U�W�V�� �R�I�� �H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�� �W�R�� �U�H�V�L�V�W�� �D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W��

�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �%�,�3�2�&�� �W�R�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�D�O���� �D�Q�G�� �J�H�R�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�P��

�D�Q�G�� �G�H�E�D�W�H�V���� �W�K�H�� �I�D�F�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�¶�V�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�P�V�� �D�U�H�� �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�O�\�� �F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�H�G��

�Z�L�W�K���D�Q�W�L���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�W���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V���G�R�H�V���V�K�R�Z���D���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J�Q�H�V�V���W�R���R�S�H�Q���W�K�H���I�L�H�O�G���W�R��

�P�R�U�H�� �G�H�F�R�O�R�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���� �7�K�H�� �W�L�W�O�H�� �R�I�� �7�K�R�P�D�V�¶�V�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�� �E�R�R�N���7�K�H�� �,�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

�(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�L�V�W���� �+�R�Z�� �W�R�� �'�L�V�P�D�Q�W�O�H�� �6�\�V�W�H�P�V�� �R�I�� �2�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �3�U�R�W�H�F�W�� �3�H�R�S�O�H�� �D�Q�G��

�3�O�D�Q�H�W�����������������L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J�O�\���K�D�U�N�V���E�D�F�N���W�R���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���F�L�W�H�G���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���E�\���G�¶�(�D�X�E�R�Q�Q�H���D�Q�G��

�)�U�L�H�Q�G�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �(�D�U�W�K���� �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �K�H�U�� �I�R�F�X�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �W�L�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �E�L�Q�G��

�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�L�V�P�� �W�R�� �U�D�F�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H���� �7�K�R�P�D�V�� �S�R�L�J�Q�D�Q�W�O�\�� �D�U�J�X�H�V�� �W�K�D�W���³�Z�H�� �F�D�Q�¶�W��

�V�D�Y�H���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�H�W���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���X�S�O�L�I�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Y�R�L�F�H�V���R�I���L�W�V���S�H�R�S�O�H�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���W�K�R�V�H���P�R�V�W���R�I�W�H�Q��

�X�Q�K�H�D�U�G�´�������������+�H�U���V�W�X�G�\���W�D�N�H�V���R�Q���D�Q�G���U�H�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V���V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O���L�G�H�D�V���O�D�L�G��

�R�X�W�� �E�\�� �1�R�s�O�� �6�W�X�U�J�H�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �K�H�U�� ���������� �Y�R�O�X�P�H���(�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�� �1�D�W�X�U�H�V���� �5�D�F�H���� �*�H�Q�G�H�U������

�)�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���7�K�H�R�U�\�����D�Q�G���3�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���$�F�W�L�R�Q�����L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���V�K�H���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�V���F�R�Q�W�U�R�Y�H�U�V�L�D�O���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V��

�R�I�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���I�R�U�P�V���R�I�� �,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�H�L�W�\�����1�D�W�L�Y�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�����7�K�L�U�G���:�R�U�O�G�����D�Q�G���S�U�H��

�&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���S�D�J�D�Q�����D�V���W�K�H���Q�X�F�O�H�X�V���R�I���W�K�H���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�����Z�K�H�U�H�E�\���W�K�H�V�H��

�³�X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�V�´���H�P�H�U�J�H���D�V���³�L�G�H�D�O�L�]�H�G���W�U�L�E�D�O���S�H�R�S�O�H�V�´���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���D�O�O�H�J�H�G�O�\���L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W��

�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����������������D�Q���L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�P�L�Q�L�V�F�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�W�W�O�H�U���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O��

�I�D�Q�W�D�V�\���R�I�� �µ�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�V�¶���D�V�� �I�U�H�H���V�S�L�U�L�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�L�O�G���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���� �6�W�X�U�J�H�R�Q���D�U�J�X�H�V���W�K�D�W��

�W�K�L�V���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���F�U�H�D�W�H�V���D���³�F�R�Q�I�O�D�W�L�R�Q�´���W�K�D�W���L�V���³�L�U�R�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\���D���I�R�U�P���R�I���D�Q�W�L�U�D�F�L�V�W���G�L�V�F�R�X�U�V�H�´���E�X�W��

�W�K�D�W���� �Q�H�Y�H�U�W�K�H�O�H�V�V���� �³�H�Q�G�V�� �X�S���� �G�H�V�S�L�W�H�� �J�R�R�G�� �L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V���� �U�H�F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�Q�J�� �Z�K�L�W�H�� �S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�´��

���������������$�V���V�X�F�K�����W�K�H���H�U�D�V�X�U�H���R�I���%�O�D�F�N���Y�R�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�W���F�H�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J���R�I���,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V��

�R�Q�H�V�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �H�I�I�H�F�W�V�� �R�I�� �U�D�F�L�D�O�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �S�O�D�\�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�U�O�L�H�U�� �R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�G��

�V�\�V�W�H�P�V���R�I���Z�K�L�W�H���R�Y�H�U���F�R�O�R�U���D�V�F�H�Q�G�D�Q�F�\�����$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���µ�U�R�P�D�Q�W�L�F�L�]�H�G��

�H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�V�¶�� �D�U�H�� �L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�G�� �D�V�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�� �D�Q�G��

�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���F�D�U�H���Z�R�U�N���R�Q�W�R���U�H�D�O���W�U�L�E�D�O���Z�R�P�H�Q�����Z�K�R���W�K�H�Q���I�D�O�O���Y�L�F�W�L�P���W�R���Z�R�P�H�Q���D�V��

�Q�D�W�X�U�H���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�P�V�����7�K�L�V���D�O�V�R���L�P�S�O�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���Z�R�P�H�Q�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���Z�R�P�H�Q���R�I���F�R�O�R�U�����Z�K�R���D�U�H��
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�D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�R�V�H���P�R�V�W���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H���W�R���W�K�H���H�I�I�H�F�W�V���R�I���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�V�² �D���U�H�D�O�L�W�\���W�K�D�W��

�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���R�Q���J�H�Q�G�H�U�����W�K�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H���K�D�V���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�H�G���I�R�U���D���O�R�Q�J��

�W�L�P�H�� ���F�I���� �:�D�U�U�H�Q���� �&�X�R�P�R���� �6�K�L�Y�D���� �6�W�X�U�J�H�R�Q���² ���� �D�U�H�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �µ�V�D�Y�H�� �W�K�H�� �S�O�D�Q�H�W�¶�� �I�U�R�P��

�W�K�H�V�H���Y�H�U�\�� �U�H�S�H�U�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V�� �H�[�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q�� �I�U�R�P�� �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q��

�P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V�� �L�Q�� �F�O�L�P�D�W�H�� �R�U�� �J�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���� �F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J�� �D�� �O�R�R�S�� �R�I��

�S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H���� �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�V�W�L�F�� �D�P�E�L�J�X�L�W�\���� �D�Q�G���� �D�U�J�X�D�E�O�\���� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �U�H�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���� �)�U�R�P�� �W�K�L�V�� �I�R�O�O�R�Z�V��

�W�K�D�W���W�K�H���³�³�Z�R�P�H�Q���D�V���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V�¶���W�U�R�S�H���L�Q���G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���W�K�H�R�U�\�´���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Q�R�W�L�R�Q���R�I��

�³�Z�R�P�H�Q���D�V���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���µ�K�H�U�R�H�V�¶�´�����'�L���&�K�L�U�R�����������² �L�Q���W�X�U�Q���D���W�U�R�S�H���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���P�D�G�H���L�W���H�Y�H�U���P�R�U�H��

�I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���L�Q�W�R���U�H�F�H�Q�W���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�² �H�T�X�D�O�O�\���U�H�V�X�O�W���L�Q���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���S�X�V�K���D�Q�G���S�X�O�O���R�I��

�Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H�� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�� �K�D�Y�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �V�D�Y�H�� �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V�� �W�K�H�\�� �G�L�G�� �Q�R�W�� �F�U�H�D�W�H��

�E�X�W���W�K�D�W���K�D�U�P�� �W�K�H�P�� �G�L�V�S�U�R�S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�D�W�H�O�\���� �*�L�R�Y�D�Q�Q�D�� �'�L�� �&�K�L�U�R�¶�V�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H�� �D�W���W�K�H��
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�J�R�W�K�L�F���F�U�L�W�L�F�L�V�P���F�D�Q���O�R�R�N���O�L�N�H���L�Q���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H���� �L�I�� �D�Q�G���Z�K�H�Q���J�R�W�K�L�F���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���Z�U�L�W�H�V���Q�R�Q��

�Z�K�L�W�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V���L�Q�W�R���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���V�S�H�F�W�U�D�O���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�����W�K�H�U�H�E�\���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O��

�D�E�V�H�Q�F�H�� 

 
30 �&�D�U�O�\�Q�� �)�H�U�U�D�U�L�� �R�I�I�H�U�V�� �D�� �S�R�L�J�Q�D�Q�W�� �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�L�V�� �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �K�H�U�� �H�V�V�D�\�� �³�2�Q�� �%�O�D�F�N�� �:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V��
�(�F�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�´�������������������L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���V�K�H���D�U�J�X�H�V���W�K�D�W���³�>�I�@�R�U�H�J�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���%�O�D�F�N���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���L�V��
necessary because it is one of the many ways Black women theo�U�L�]�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �R�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���´�� �7�K�H�U�H�E�\���� �W�K�H�\��
�³�J�X�L�G�H���X�V���W�R�Z�D�U�G���D���P�R�U�H���U�H�V�W�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���Z�R�U�O�G���´ 
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�6�L�P�L�O�D�U�� �Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G�� �E�\�� �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�� �H�Q�J�D�J�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I��

�H�F�R�F�U�L�W�L�F�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G�� �T�X�H�H�U�� �W�K�H�R�U�\���� �,�Q�� �³�4�X�H�H�U�L�Q�J�� �(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �-�X�V�W�L�F�H�� �7�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �D�Q��

�,�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �/�H�Q�V�´�� ���������������� �*�U�H�W�D�� �*�D�D�U�G�� �K�D�V�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�� �D�U�J�X�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �³�D�� �Q�H�Z��

�L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���I�L�H�O�G���R�I���T�X�H�H�U���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���M�X�V�W�L�F�H�´���L�V���H�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����W�K�U�R�X�J�K��

�³�W�K�H�� �I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�� �R�I�� �µ�D�V�N�L�Q�J�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�� �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�¶�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�Q�J�� �T�X�H�H�U��

�S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �K�H�D�O�W�K�� �R�X�W�F�R�P�H�V�� �D�V�� �H�[�D�F�H�U�E�D�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H�V�´��

�������������H�I�I�R�U�W�V���X�Q�G�H�U�W�D�N�H�Q���E�\���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���/�H�R���*�R�O�G�V�P�L�W�K���D�Q�G���0�L�F�K�H�O�O�H���/�����%�H�O�O�����Z�K�R��

�G�U�D�Z�� �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�F�N�� �R�I�� �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�� �F�D�U�U�L�H�G�� �R�X�W�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �X�Q�H�T�X�D�O�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O��

�K�H�D�O�W�K���E�X�U�G�H�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���/�*�%�7�4�����F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���W�K�H���W�R�S�L�F���R�I���L�Q�T�X�L�U�\���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���O�D�W�H�V�W��

�V�W�X�G�\�����*�D�D�U�G���J�R�H�V���R�Q���W�R���U�H�D�G���³�W�K�H���Q�H�[�X�V���R�I���V�H�[�L�V�P�����K�H�W�H�U�R�V�H�[�L�V�P�����D�Q�G���U�D�F�L�V�P�´���D�V���R�Q�H���R�I��

�W�K�H�� �P�D�L�Q�� �E�D�F�N�G�U�R�S�V�� �R�I�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �X�Q���K�H�D�O�W�K�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �T�X�H�H�U�� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V��

�H�P�H�U�J�H�� �D�V�� �H�Q�W�U�H�Q�F�K�H�G�� �L�Q�� �D�� �Z�H�E�� �R�I�� �L�Q�M�X�V�W�L�F�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �R�Q�O�\�� �L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���P�X�O�W�L�V�S�H�F�L�H�V��

�M�X�V�W�L�F�H�� �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S�� �F�D�Q�� �Y�L�D�E�O�\�� �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�� ���³�(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�´�� ���������������� �D�Q�� �L�G�H�D�� �V�K�H�� �D�O�U�H�D�G�\��

�W�R�X�F�K�H�G���R�Q���L�Q���D���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���H�V�V�D�\���W�L�W�O�H�G���³�7�R�Z�D�U�G���$���4�X�H�H�U���(�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P�´���I�U�R�P���������������,�Q���W�K�L�V��

�H�D�U�O�L�H�U���S�L�H�F�H�����V�K�H���O�D�\�V���R�X�W���W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���T�X�H�H�U���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���U�H�D�G��

�D�V���F�O�R�V�H���W�R���R�U���H�T�X�D�O���W�R���Q�D�W�X�U�H���L�Q���Z�D�\�V���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���W�R���Z�R�P�H�Q�����Z�K�L�O�H�����D�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H�����T�X�H�H�U��

�V�H�[�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �µ�D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�¶�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �D�O�O�H�J�H�G�� �L�P�S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �W�R�� �S�U�R�F�U�H�D�W�H����

�Z�K�L�F�K���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���Y�L�D�E�O�H���Z�D�\���I�R�U���:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���S�D�W�U�L�D�U�F�K�D�O���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V���W�R���P�D�N�H���V�H�Q�V�H��

�R�I�� �D�Q�G�� �D�W�� �O�H�D�V�W�� �S�D�U�W�L�D�O�O�\�� �L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�� �2�W�K�H�U�V���L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�E�U�L�F�� �R�I�� �K�H�J�H�P�R�Q�L�F�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O��

�K�L�H�U�D�U�F�K�L�H�V�����6�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�G�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���µ�X�Q�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�Q�H�V�V�¶ 

would seem to imply that nature is valued�² but as ecofeminists have shown, this is not 
the case. In Western culture, just the contrary is true: nature is devalued just as queers 
are devalued. Here again is one of the many contradictions characterizing the dominant 
�L�G�H�R�O�R�J�\�������³�7�R�Z�D�U�G�´�������� 

�7�K�H���V�D�P�H���F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q���D�S�S�O�L�H�V���Z�R�P�H�Q���D�V���Z�L�W�F�K�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V�����Z�K�R��

�D�U�H���V�H�H�Q���D�V���E�R�W�K���µ�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�¶�² �E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���U�H�D�G���D�V���D�J�H�Q�W�V���R�I���Q�D�W�X�U�H�² �D�Q�G���µ�X�Q�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�¶�² ��

�E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �W�K�H�\�� �D�U�H�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �W�K�H�\�� �D�U�H�� �Q�R�W�� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G�� �K�X�P�D�Q�² �E�X�W�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �W�K�H��

�$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�V���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�V���L�W�V�H�O�I���D�V���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H���I�U�R�P���Q�D�W�X�U�H�����W�K�L�V���D�W���Z�L�O�O���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q���H�P�H�U�J�H�V��
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�D�V���H�T�X�D�O�O�\���F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�R�U�\��31���*�D�D�U�G���J�R�H�V���R�Q���W�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���W�K�L�V���O�R�J�L�F�D�O���I�D�O�O�D�F�\���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���R�I��

�P�X�O�W�L�V�S�H�F�L�H�V���T�X�H�H�U�Q�H�V�V���� �W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���T�X�H�H�U���V�H�[�X�D�O�L�W�\���L�V���V�H�H�Q���D�V���µ�X�Q�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�¶���³�G�R�H�V���Q�R�W��

�D�F�F�X�U�D�W�H�O�\���U�H�I�O�H�F�W���W�K�H���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���V�H�[�X�D�O���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���R�W�K�H�U���V�S�H�F�L�H�V�´�����³�7�R�Z�D�U�G�´������������

�,�Q���K�H�U���Q�H�Z�H�U���H�V�V�D�\�����V�K�H���D�G�G�V���W�K�D�W���T�X�H�H�U���P�X�O�W�L�V�S�H�F�L�H�V���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

�D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���³�P�X�O�W�L�V�S�H�F�L�H�V���O�L�Y�H�V�´���L�V���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���Z�D�\���W�R���O�H�D�G���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���M�X�V�W�L�F�H��

�P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���P�R�P�H�Q�W�����³�(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�´���������� �D�Q�G���W�K�X�V���W�R���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U���W�K�H��

�Q�H�R���F�R�O�R�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���T�X�H�H�U�V���D�Q�G���D�V���Q�D�W�X�U�H���� 

�,�Q���³�*�H�Q�G�H�U���(�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�P���D�Q�G���(�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���/�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�´�������������������$�V�P�D�H���2�X�U�N�L�\�D���P�D�N�H�V���D��

�V�L�P�L�O�D�U���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H�\���D�U�J�X�H���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���S�D�W�K���W�R���L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q�´���L�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���³�T�X�H�H�U���K�\�E�U�L�G��

�H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P���´�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�V�� �Z�K�\�� �³�L�W�� �L�V�� �W�L�P�H�� �W�R�� �U�H���U�H�D�G�� �H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P�� �E�\�� �T�X�H�H�U�L�Q�J�� �L�W�� �D�Q�G��

�I�U�H�H�L�Q�J���L�W���I�U�R�P���D�O�O���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�W���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V�´���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���³�U�H�M�H�F�W�L�Q�J���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�´���D�Q�G���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G��

�E�\�� �³�>�P�@�H�U�J�L�Q�J�� �S�R�V�W�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P�´�� �������������� �2�X�U�N�L�\�D�� �U�H�D�G�V�� �,�U�L�V�K��

�L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�D�W�L�R�Q���D�U�W�L�V�W���'�R�L�U�H�D�Q�Q���2�¶�0�D�O�O�H�\�¶�V���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q���³�7�K�H���1�D�U�U�R�Z���*�D�W�H���R�I���W�K�H���+�H�U�H���D�Q�G��

�1�R�Z�����4�X�H�H�U���(�P�E�R�G�L�P�H�Q�W�´���D�V���D���T�X�H�H�U���K�\�E�U�L�G���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���W�H�[�W���W�K�D�W���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\��

�Z�K�D�W�� �L�W�� �I�H�H�O�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �D�Q�G�� �V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�O�\�� �D�O�L�H�Q�D�W�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G�� �E�\��

�K�H�W�H�U�R�Q�R�U�P�D�W�L�Y�H���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V���D�Q�G���K�X�P�D�Q���R�Y�H�U���Q�D�W�X�U�H���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P�����E�X�W���D�O�V�R�����W�K�U�R�X�J�K��

�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���V�H�[�X�D�O�L�W�\�����L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����³�K�R�Z���J�H�Q�G�H�U��

�Q�R�Q���F�R�Q�I�R�U�P�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �R�Q�H�¶�V�� �D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �W�R�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�� �D�� �V�H�Q�V�H�� �R�I�� �E�H�O�R�Q�J�L�Q�J�� �D�I�I�H�F�W�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�\�� �R�Q�H��

�U�H�O�D�W�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�´�����������������2�X�U�N�L�\�D�¶�V���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���2�¶�0�D�O�O�H�\�¶�V���H�[�K�L�E�L�W���D�V���D�Q���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���R�I���T�X�H�H�U��

�H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P���V�S�H�D�N�V���W�R���*�D�D�U�G�¶�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�¶���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���L�V���D���T�X�H�H�U��
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31 A thought worth pursuing that emerges from this connection about the colonial perspective on the 
unnaturalness of witches and queers is that, in 17th-�F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q���V�R�F�L�H�W�\�����Z�K�H�Q���³�W�K�H���P�H�U�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���R�I��
homosexuality struck horror into the hearts of good, G od-�I�H�D�U�L�Q�J���P�H�Q�´�����&�U�D�Q�G�H�O�O�����������D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���R�I��
woman- �D�Q�G���W�K�X�V���Z�L�W�F�K�K�R�R�G���Z�D�V���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���³�Z�L�W�K���H�Y�L�O���D�Q�G���V�L�Q�´�����5�H�L�V�������������W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���µ�Z�L�W�F�K�¶���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q��
a stand-�L�Q���I�R�U���µ�T�X�H�H�U���¶���D�Q�G���Z�L�W�F�K���K�X�Q�W�V�����D�W���O�H�D�V�W���L�Q���S�D�U�W�����L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G���E�\���R�U���X�V�H�G���D�V���D���I�U�R�Q�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�H�U�V�H�Fution 
of sexual Others. Several essays in The Puritan Origins of American Sex  (2013), edited by Tracy 
Fessenden, Nicholas F. Radel, and Magdalena J. Zaborowska, explore this cross-reading, including 
�1�L�F�K�R�O�D�V�� �)���� �5�D�G�H�O�¶�V�� �R�Q�� �³�3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�� �+�R�P�R�H�U�R�W�L�F�V���´�� �Z�K�H�U�H�L�Q�� �K�H�� �D�U�J�X�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �³�R�Y�H�U�O�D�S�V�´�� �D�O�O�R�Z�� �X�V�� �W�R��
�³�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�� �U�R�O�H�� �R�I�� �3�Xritan ideologies in the present construction of American sexual 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V�´�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �³�W�K�H�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �V�R�G�R�P�\���´�� �Z�K�L�F�K���� �D�W�� �R�Q�H�� �S�R�L�Q�W���� �E�H�F�D�P�H�� �V�\�Q�R�Q�\�P�R�X�V�� �Z�L�W�K��
�K�R�P�R�V�H�[�X�D�O�L�W�\�����³�L�Q���3�U�R�W�H�V�W�D�Q�W���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���U�H�K�H�D�U�V�H�V���G�L�V�F�R�X�U�V�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���L�Q���S�O�D�\�´������������ 
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32 Cf. Paulina Palmer, Lesbian Gothic: Transgressive Fictions  (1999); George E. Haggerty, Queer 
Gothic (2006); William Hughes and Andrew Smith, Queering the Gothic (2009); Paulina Palmer, The 
Queer Uncanny: New Perspectives on the Gothic (2012) and Queering Contemporary Gothic 
Narrative, 1970 -2012 (2016); Jolene Zigarovich, TransGothic in Literature and Culture  (2017); Laura 
Westengard, Gothic Queer Culture: Marginalized Communities and the Ghosts of Insidious Trauma  
(2019). 
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33 �$�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H�����7�K�R�P�D�V���0�����+�X�E�E�D�U�G���Z�U�L�W�H�V���W�K�D�W�����³�>�L�@�Q���U�H�F�H�Q�W���\�H�D�U�V�����V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�J�X�Q���W�R���H�[�S�O�R�U�H��
�W�K�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q���P�D�\�E�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���T�X�H�H�U���K�H�U�V�H�O�I�´���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���³�K�H�U���Z�R�U�N���R�I�W�H�Q���G�H�D�O�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�P�H�V��
of gender non-conformity and same-�V�H�[���G�H�V�L�U�H���´���$�V���V�X�F�K�����W�K�H�U�H���V�H�H�P�V���W�R���E�H���D���I�L�Q�H���O�L�Q�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q�¶�V��
critiques of homophobia and her own reproduction of it in some of her fictions.  
34 While my reading of Merricat as a queer ecofeminist character defies straight(forward) 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���J�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G���W�H�U�P���µ�V�L�V�W�H�U���¶���,���X�V�H���W�K�L�V���Z�R�U�G���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���W�K�H���S�U�R�Q�R�X�Q��
�µ�V�K�H�¶���R�Q�O�\���L�Q���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���K�H�U���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���U�R�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�R�Y�H�O���D�V���W�K�H���O�L�W�W�O�H���µ�V�L�V�W�H�U�¶���W�R���&�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� 
35 In Castle as well as mother!  and The VVitch�����W�K�H���I�R�U�H�V�W�V���Q�H�[�W���W�R���R�U���H�Q�J�X�O�I�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W�¶�V���K�R�P�H�V��
become spaces of imagined queer freedom without the constraints of heteronormativity. While Merricat, 
mother, and Thomasin can only partially access this liberating power, in part because they are kept from 
entering these spaces by oppressive forces of the hetero-patriarchy, we see glimpses of alternative lives 
as they would be possible beyond gendered frontiers and in the queer woods. 
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�L�V���W�R���V�H�W���I�L�U�H���W�R���W�K�H���V�S�D�F�H���W�K�D�W�����W�R���K�H�U�����F�U�H�D�W�H�G���W�K�H�P���L�Q���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H�����W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���K�R�P�H����

�D���U�H�P�Q�D�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���Q�R�Z���G�H�D�G���I�D�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G���W�K�X�V���D���F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W���U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�W�U�L�D�U�F�K�D�O���U�X�O�H��

�W�K�D�W�� �F�R�Q�I�L�Q�H�G�� �K�H�U�� �L�Q�� �L�W���� �'�H�� �O�D�� �3�D�U�U�D�� �)�H�U�Q�i�Q�G�H�]�� �U�H�D�G�V�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�O�O�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �K�R�X�V�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��

�%�O�D�F�N�Z�R�R�G�V�� �D�V�� �³�W�K�H�� �H�Q�G�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �>�W�K�H�� �V�L�V�W�H�U�V�¶�@�� �H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H�� �D�V�� �I�H�P�D�O�H�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��

�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�´���������������W�R���Z�K�L�F�K���(�P�L�O�\���%�D�Q�N�V���D�G�G�V���W�K�D�W�����W�K�H�U�H�E�\�����³�W�K�H���J�R�W�K�L�F���K�R�P�H���E�H�F�R�P�H�V��

�>�«�@���D���P�H�D�Q�V���R�I���U�H�V�L�V�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�X�O�V�L�R�Q���R�I���K�H�W�H�U�R�Q�R�U�P�D�W�L�Y�H���I�X�W�X�U�L�W�\�´���D�Q�G���³�D���V�S�D�F�H���L�Q��

�Z�K�L�F�K���V�K�H�� �>�0�H�U�U�L�F�D�W�@�� �F�D�Q�� �O�L�Y�H�� �R�X�W�� �K�H�U�� �T�X�H�H�U�� �I�D�Q�W�D�V�\�´�� �������������� �%�D�Q�N�V�� �U�H�I�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �/�D�X�U�H�Q��

�%�H�U�O�D�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �0�L�F�K�D�H�O�� �:�D�U�Q�H�U�¶�V�� �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �³�T�X�H�H�U�� �Z�R�U�O�G�´�� �D�V�� �D�� �³�V�S�D�F�H�� �R�I��

�H�Q�W�U�D�Q�F�H�V���� �H�[�L�W�V���� �X�Q�V�\�V�W�H�P�D�W�L�]�H�G�� �O�L�Q�H�V�� �R�I�� �D�F�T�X�D�L�Q�W�D�Q�F�H���� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�H�G�� �K�R�U�L�]�R�Q�V���� �W�\�S�L�I�\�L�Q�J��

�H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V�����D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�H���U�R�X�W�H�V�����E�O�R�F�N�D�J�H�V�����>�D�Q�G�@���L�Q�F�R�P�P�H�Q�V�X�U�D�W�H���J�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�H�V���´���Z�K�L�F�K�����L�Q��
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�&�D�V�W�O�H�����V�K�H���W�K�H�Q���W�U�D�F�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���%�O�D�F�N�Z�R�R�G���P�D�Q�R�U���S�R�V�W���I�L�U�H���D�V���D���I�R�U�P��

�R�I���³�U�H�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F�L�W�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���T�X�H�H�U���I�X�W�X�U�H�´�����������������7�K�L�V���I�X�W�X�U�H���L�V���V�H�W���L�Q��

�P�R�W�L�R�Q�� �E�\�� �&�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H���� �0�H�U�U�L�F�D�W���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �F�D�W�� �-�R�Q�D�V�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K�H�G��

�K�R�X�V�H�² �Q�R���O�R�Q�J�H�U���D���S�U�L�V�R�Q���E�X�W���D���Q�H�Z�O�\���H�P�H�U�J�H�G���Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V���P�D�U�N�H�G���E�\���H�[�S�R�V�H�G�����E�O�D�F�N����

�Z�R�R�G�����R�Y�H�U�J�U�R�Z�Q���Y�L�Q�H�V�����D�Q�G���D���S�O�H�Q�W�L�W�X�G�H���R�I�� �Y�H�J�H�W�D�E�O�H���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W�² �W�R���I�L�Q�D�O�O�\���F�U�H�D�W�H���D���O�L�I�H��

�D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� 

�,���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���V�X�J�J�H�V�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���L�V���E�R�W�K���L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G���E�\���D�Q�G���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���T�X�H�H�U��

�H�F�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���U�H�I�L�J�X�U�H�² �R�U���H�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\���G�R���D�Z�D�\���Z�L�W�K�² �K�H�W�H�U�R�Q�R�U�P�D�W�L�Y�H���J�H�Q�G�H�U��

�U�R�O�H�V�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O�� �R�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H�� �I�R�U�F�H�� �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�E�O�L�Q�J�V���� �E�X�W�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �D�O�V�R�� �D�O�O�R�Z��

�&�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �0�H�U�U�L�F�D�W�� �W�R�� �H�Q�W�H�U�� �L�Q�W�R�� �F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�� �L�Q�� �Z�D�\�V��

�W�K�D�W�� �G�L�V�V�R�O�Y�H�� �W�K�H�� �G�X�D�O�L�V�W�L�F�� �V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���� �7�K�L�V��

�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� �W�K�H�Q�� �F�U�H�D�W�H�V�� �Z�K�D�W�� �0�R�U�W�R�Q�� �F�D�O�O�V�� �³�D���P�H�V�K���� �D�� �Q�R�Q�W�R�W�D�O�L�]�D�E�O�H���� �R�S�H�Q���H�Q�G�H�G��

�F�R�Q�F�D�W�H�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �L�Q�W�H�U�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���E�O�X�U���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�I�R�X�Q�G���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V�� �D�W���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�Q�\��

�O�H�Y�H�O���� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �V�S�H�F�L�H�V���� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �Q�R�Q�O�L�Y�L�Q�J���� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G��

�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�´�����³�4�X�H�H�U�´�����������������������7�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���0�H�U�U�L�F�D�W���K�D�V���L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H��

�Q�R�Y�H�O���W�K�D�W���D���X�W�R�S�L�D���Z�K�H�U�H���V�K�H���F�D�Q���H�[�L�V�W���L�Q���K�D�U�P�R�Q�\���Z�L�W�K���K�H�U���V�L�V�W�H�U���D�Q�G���S�H�W���F�D�Q���R�Q�O�\���E�H��

�F�U�H�D�W�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���P�R�R�Q���Q�R�Z���O�L�Q�N�V���E�D�F�N���W�R���+�D�H�I�H�O�H���7�K�R�P�D�V�¶�V���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�G���L�G�H�D�V���D�E�R�X�W��

�W�K�H�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V�� �R�I�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�� �I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �L�P�D�J�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �T�X�H�H�U�� �I�X�W�X�U�H�V���� �D�V�� �,�� �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�� �L�Q��

�F�K�D�S�W�H�U���������W�K�H���P�R�R�Q���L�Q�I�H�U�V���W�K�H���µ�I�L�Q�D�O���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�¶���L�Q�W�R���R�X�W�H�U���V�S�D�F�H�² �D���T�X�L�Q�W�H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���V�F�L���I�L��

�V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �V�H�U�Y�H�V�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �K�R�P�H�� �R�I�� �P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�� �F�U�H�D�W�X�U�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�V�� �D�� �U�H�D�O�P�� �W�K�D�W��

�V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�H�V�� �T�X�H�H�U�Q�H�V�V�� �R�Q�� �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O�� �O�H�Y�H�O�V��36���0�H�U�U�L�F�D�W���� �&�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H���� �D�Q�G�� �-�R�Q�D�V�¶�V�� �P�R�R�Q�� �L�V�� �D��

 
36 �5�X�E�\���$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q���D�U�J�X�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���³�F�R�V�P�R�V�´���F�D�Q���V�H�U�Y�H���³�D�V���D���P�R�G�H�O���R�I���L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�L�W�\�´���E�\���H�[�S�O�R�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�R�O�H��
�R�I�� �R�X�W�H�U�� �V�S�D�F�H�� �D�V�� �³�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�F�X�O�W�X�U�H�´�� �D�V�� �V�H�H�Q�� �I�U�R�P�� �T�X�H�H�U�� �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V�� �L�Q�� �D�V�W�U�R�Q�R�P�\���� �S�K�\�V�L�F�V���� �D�Q�G�� �S�R�S��
culture, among others. Anderson recounts her conversation with Moiya McTier, a black, bisexual, and 
�S�D�Q�V�H�[�X�D�O���D�V�W�U�R�S�K�\�V�L�F�L�V�W�����Z�K�R���K�R�O�G�V���W�K�D�W���³�V�S�D�F�H���K�D�V���Q�R���R�U�L�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���´���D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���(�P�L�O�\���+�X�Q�W�����D���T�X�H�H�U���D�Q�G��
�W�U�D�Q�V���3�K�'���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H���L�Q���D�V�W�U�R�Q�R�P�\�����Z�K�R���D�G�G�V���W�K�D�W���R�X�W�H�U���V�S�D�F�H���L�V���³�D���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\���X�Q�D�V�V�X�P�L�Q�J���V�S�D�F�H�´���D�Q�G��
�D�� �³�E�O�D�Q�N�� �V�O�D�W�H�´�² one that does not force its agents or visitors to conform with norms of gender, 
(hetero)sexual orientation, or body politics. In her essay on queer future and alien transcendence, 
Sophia Larigarkis additionally perceives of space as a dimension inhabiting queer figures: she draws a 
�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\�� �D�Q�G�� �F�L�Q�H�P�D�W�L�F�� �D�O�L�H�Q�� �D�V�� �D�� �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�� �V�H�W�� �³�W�R�� �H�P�E�R�G�\�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� �D�Q��
absolute Otherness, a non-�E�H�O�R�Q�J�L�Q�J�����D�Q���X�Q�I�D�W�K�R�P�D�E�O�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���´���D�Q�G���W�K�H���W�H�U�P���³�D�O�L�H�Q�´���D�V���L�W���L�V���X�V�H�G���L�Q��
�³�O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���U�K�H�W�R�U�L�F�´���W�R���U�H�I�H�U���W�R���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���Q�R�W���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�O�\���G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G���D���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�����³�7�K�H���D�O�L�H�Q�����W�K�H�Q�����L�V���D���T�X�H�H�U���I�L�J�X�U�H�´��
�D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�P�H���D���G�H�F�L�G�H�G�O�\���T�X�H�H�U���V�S�D�F�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���³�>�T�@�X�H�H�U�Q�H�V�V���L�V���D���U�H�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D�U�E�L�W�U�D�U�\���E�R�U�G�H�U�V���D�Q�G���D��
�U�H�Q�X�Q�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���E�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���H�P�E�R�G�L�P�H�Q�W�´�����/�D�U�L�J�D�U�N�L�V�������D�O�O���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K��take place and define outer space as a 
realm of alternative realities. In an essay on queer(ing) natures, Helen Merrick argues that many 
ecofeminist fictions, especially in the sci-�I�L���J�H�Q�U�H�����F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���R�I���T�X�H�H�U���2�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J���E�\���³�X�W�L�O�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
alien as �D�� �Z�D�\�� �R�I�� �Q�R�U�P�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �R�W�K�H�U���� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�H�O�\���� �µ�G�H�P�R�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�¶�� �W�K�H�� �K�X�P�D�Q�´�� ������������ �L�Q�� �R�U�G�H�U�� �³�W�R��
�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���D�Q�G���L�Q�G�H�H�G���Y�D�O�R�U�L�]�H���D���Y�H�U�\���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���Z�D�\���R�I���µ�E�H�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�¶�´�������������² one that is decidedly 
�T�X�H�H�U���� �0�H�U�U�L�F�N�� �F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �³�F�U�R�V�V-�V�S�H�F�L�H�V�� �V�R�F�L�D�O�L�W�\�´�� �K�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �W�R�� �H�Q�J�H�Q�G�H�U�� �³�T�X�H�H�U�H�G�� �N�L�Q�´��
(229), a form of co-living, co-relating, and co-feeling between human non-human Others as a 
fundamental form of existence in alien and outer space dimensions. 



 
 

96 
 

�S�O�D�F�H�� �H�Q�W�H�U�H�G���E�\���Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�� �Y�L�Q�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �F�R�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �K�R�X�V�H�� �S�R�V�W���I�L�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H��

�U�H�P�Q�D�Q�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �J�D�U�G�H�Q�� �K�D�U�Y�H�V�W�� �I�L�O�O�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �N�L�W�F�K�H�Q���� �R�Q�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �H�P�H�U�J�H�V�� �D�V�� �D�� �U�H�D�O�P��

�H�Q�W�D�Q�J�O�L�Q�J�� �V�S�K�H�U�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�H�U�H�� �L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�G�� �D�V�� �P�X�W�X�D�O�O�\�� �H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�� �R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H�V�� �E�\�� �W�K�H��

�S�D�W�U�L�D�U�F�K�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �O�L�Y�H�V���� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���Y�V���� �X�Q�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���� �F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�H�G�� �Y�V���� �X�Q�F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�H�G���� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �Y�V����
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�Z�K�L�O�H�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�F�X�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �I�R�U�P�V�� �R�I�� �P�X�O�W�L�I�D�F�H�W�H�G�Q�H�V�V�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �T�X�H�H�U��

�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V���R�I���D���I�X�W�X�U�H���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���0�H�U�U�L�F�D�W���D�Q�G���&�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H���F�D�Q���W�D�N�H���F�D�U�H���R�I���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W��

�L�Q�W�U�X�V�L�R�Q�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�����K�H�W�H�U�R���V�H�[�L�V�W�����R�X�W�V�L�G�H�����*�U�D�Q�W�H�G�����E�D�U�U�L�F�D�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���U�H��

�I�L�J�X�U�H�G�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �K�R�P�H�� �G�L�V�D�O�O�R�Z�V�� �W�K�H�P�� �I�U�R�P�� �I�R�U�P�L�Q�J�� �D�W�W�D�F�K�P�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J��

�H�Q�P�H�V�K�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �E�H�L�Q�J�V�� �R�X�W�V�L�G�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �Q�H�Z�� �Q�X�F�O�H�D�U�� �I�D�P�L�O�\���� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\�� �X�Q�G�H�U�P�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �D��

�F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���G�L�V�D�V�V�H�P�E�O�\���R�I���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V���R�I���6�H�O�I���Y�V�����2�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�W���V�R�P�H���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�V���V�H�H���D�V���W�K�H��

�R�Q�O�\�� �Y�L�D�E�O�H�� �Z�D�\���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G�����&�D�V�W�O�H���L�V�� �Q�R�W�� �D�� �S�H�U�I�H�F�W���W�H�[�W���L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �U�H�V�S�H�F�W���E�\�� �D�Q�\�� �P�H�D�Q�V���� �L�W��

�G�R�H�V���� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �V�S�H�D�N�� �W�R�� �2�X�U�N�L�\�D�¶�V�� �D�V�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �³�D�Q�� �D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �I�X�W�X�U�L�W�L�H�V�� �L�V��

�X�Q�O�R�F�N�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�´�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �W�K�H�\�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�� �³�W�K�D�W�� �H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �Z�R�U�O�G��

�P�H�D�Q�V�� �W�K�H�� �S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �O�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V�� �P�H�W�D�P�R�U�S�K�R�V�L�V�´�� �������������� �L�W�V�H�O�I�� �D�� �T�X�H�H�U��

�H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���R�I���Q�R�Q���E�L�Q�D�U�\���Q�R�Q���I�L�[�L�W�\�� 

�7�K�L�V�� �V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �K�D�V�� �V�K�R�Z�Q�� �W�K�H�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �D�� ���V�H�O�I�����F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �R�Y�H�U�K�D�X�O�� �R�I�� �H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W��

�V�W�X�G�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�\�� �L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
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�&�D�S�L�W�D�O�R�F�H�Q�H�� �L�Q�� �D�Q�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V�� �P�R�U�H�� �L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G��

�I�X�W�X�U�H�����L�Q���S�D�U�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���X�S���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P���W�R���Q�H�Z���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���J�H�Q�U�H�V�² �P�R�V�W��

�S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W�O�\���� �L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �T�X�H�H�U�� �W�K�H�R�U�\���� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �K�R�U�U�R�U����

�U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�����7�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���O�D�V�W���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�L�V���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���Z�L�O�O���E�X�L�O�G���R�Q���W�K�L�V���S�U�H�P�L�V�H���W�R��

�Z�R�U�N���R�X�W���L�Q���G�H�W�D�L�O���Z�K�\���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�² �D�Q�G���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���J�R�W�K�L�F���D�V���L�W�V���D�U�F�K�L�Y�H�² �W�D�N�H�V���R�Q���D��

�S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W���U�R�O�H���L�Q���W�K�L�V���H�Q�G�H�D�Y�R�U�����L�Q���S�D�U�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�I���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���D�Q�G���R�I���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H��

�V�W�X�G�L�H�V�� 

1.5 Folk, Folklore, Folk Horror  

�,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�� �V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���� �,�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�U�J�X�H�G�� �H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�O�\�� �K�R�Z�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�� �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V�� �D�Q�G��

�S�U�R�E�O�H�P�D�W�L�F�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H�� �D�Q�G���D�V�� �&�D�S�L�W�D�O�R�F�H�Q�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V�� �W�D�N�H�� �X�S��

�D�Q�G���H�[�S�D�Q�G���R�Q���V�\�V�W�H�P�L�F���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V���R�I���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P�����K�R�Z���W�K�H�\���P�L�U�U�R�U���W�K�H���J�R�W�K�L�F���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H��

�R�I���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H�����D�Q�G���K�R�Z���W�K�H�\�����W�K�H�U�H�E�\�����S�H�U�S�H�W�X�D�W�H��

�W�K�H���E�L�Q�D�U�L�H�V���R�I���6�H�O�I���Y�V�����2�W�K�H�U�����F�X�O�W�X�U�H���Y�V�����Q�D�W�X�U�H�����D�Q�G���K�X�P�D�Q���Y�V�����Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V��

�W�K�H���D�P�E�L�J�X�R�X�V���S�X�V�K���S�X�O�O���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���D�J�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���I�R�U�P�H�U���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�L�H�V���K�D�Y�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�R�V�H��

�R�I���W�K�H���O�D�W�W�H�U�����,�Q���W�K�L�V���I�L�Q�D�O���S�D�U�W�����,���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���W�X�U�Q���W�R���W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���W�K�L�V���J�R�W�K�L�F���D�U�F�K�L�Y�H���L�V���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�H�G��

�E�R�W�K���L�Q���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���D�V���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���D�Q�G���D�V���D���I�L�H�O�G���R�I���V�W�X�G�\�����D�Q�G���K�R�Z���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���D�V���D���J�R�W�K�L�F���P�R�G�H��

�R�I���L�Q�T�X�L�U�\���X�V�H�V���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���I�R�U���L�W�V���K�R�U�U�L�I�\�L�Q�J���P�H�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���H�I�I�H�F�W�V�����$�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H�F�R�P�H���F�O�H�D�U�����W�K�H��

�W�K�H�P�H���R�I���D�P�E�L�J�X�L�W�\���U�H�V�R�Q�D�W�H�V���D�V���P�X�F�K���L�Q���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���D�Q�G���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���D�V���L�W���G�R�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���8���6���¶��

�F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�� �S�D�V�W���� �L�W�V�� �Q�H�R�F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���� �L�W�V�� �I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �W�H�[�W�V���� �W�K�H�� �H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W��

�P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�D�S�L�W�D�O�R�F�H�Q�H�����7�K�X�V�����D�Q�G���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�V���R�I���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���L�Q���I�R�O�N��

�K�R�U�U�R�U���U�H�P�D�L�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�W�K�H�R�U�L�]�H�G���G�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���J�H�Q�U�H�¶�V���Q�R�P�H�Q�F�O�D�W�X�U�H���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V��

�W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���W�H�U�P���µ�I�R�O�N���¶���,���Z�L�O�O���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���W�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���U�R�O�H���R�I���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���L�Q��

�W�K�H���8���6���¶���J�R�W�K�L�F���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����W�K�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���D�Q�G���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N��

�K�R�U�U�R�U���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �U�R�O�H�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�� �V�W�X�G�L�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�R�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N��

�K�R�U�U�R�U�� 

�,�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���� �-���� �0�R�R�U�H�� �Z�U�L�W�H�V�� �L�Q���&�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �:�H�E�� �R�I�� �/�L�I�H���� �(�F�R�O�R�J�\�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H��

�$�F�F�X�P�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���1�D�W�X�U�H�����������������W�K�D�W 

the dualism of Nature/Society �² �Z�L�W�K���D���F�D�S�L�W�D�O���µ�1�¶���D�Q�G���D���F�D�S�L�W�D�O���µ�6�¶�² is complicit in the 
violence of modernity at its core. Just as we have been learning to move beyond the 
dualisms of race, gender, sexuality, and Eurocentrism over the past four decades, it is 
now time to deal with the source of them all: the Nature/Society binary. For this dualism 
drips with blood and dirt, from its sixteenth -century origins to capitalism in its twilight 
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�>�«�@�����,�I���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�M�X�Q�F�W�X�U�H���G�H�P�D�Q�G���D���Q�H�Z���Y�R�F�D�E�X�O�D�U�\�����W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V��
run much deeper. The old language�² Nature/Society �² �K�D�V�� �E�H�F�R�P�H�� �R�E�V�R�O�H�W�H���� �>�«�@�� �1�R��
theoretical critique will open the cage. Such opening requires that we build an 
alternative t o the logic of dualism, and this requires new methodological procedures, 
narrative strategies, and conceptual language �D�O�O���D�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H�����>�«�@���+�R�Z���Z�H���W�H�O�O��
stories of the past, and how we respond to the challenges of the present, are intimately 
connected. (4-5; emphasis added) 

�(�G�Z�D�U�G�V���H�W���D�O�����W�D�N�H���X�S���-�����0�R�R�U�H�¶�V���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�F�H�Q�W���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���³�*�R�W�K�L�F��

�$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H���´�� �3�U�H�F�L�V�H�O�\���� �W�K�H�\�� �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�G�����³�>�L�@�W���L�V���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���R�I�� �0�R�R�U�H�¶�V���W�K�U�H�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V��

�W�K�D�W�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�F�X�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�L�V�� �Y�R�O�X�P�H���� �Q�D�P�H�O�\�����G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J�� �Q�R�Y�H�O�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H��

�$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H���� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V�� �W�K�D�W���D�U�H�� �Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\�� �V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���� �D�Q�G�� �R�I�W�H�Q���G�D�U�N���� �L�Q�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�´��

���[�Y���� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V�� �D�G�G�H�G������ �0�\�� �V�W�X�G�\�� �D�G�G�V���W�R�� �E�R�W�K���R�I�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �Q�R�W�L�R�Q�V���E�\�� �H�[�S�O�R�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�\�V��

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���F�D�Q���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V���V�X�F�K���D���Q�R�Y�H�O���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���W�R���P�D�N�H���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���W�K�H��

�K�R�U�U�R�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���V�R�F�L�R���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����L�Q���S�D�U�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���D�Q�G��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�����I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�����J�R�W�K�L�F���D�V���L�W�V���D�U�F�K�L�Y�H�����7�K�H�U�H�E�\�����I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���F�D�Q���X�Q�I�R�O�G���L�W�V���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O��

�D�V�� �D�� �J�H�Q�U�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �P�D�N�H�V�� �V�S�D�F�H�� �I�R�U�� �F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\�� �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�� �D�Q�G��
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�P�X�V�W�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����D�O�V�R���O�R�R�N���W�R���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H�´�����[�Y�������,���W�D�N�H���X�S���W�K�L�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J��

�L�P�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H���W�R���V�K�R�Z���K�R�Z���D���F�U�R�V�V���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���R�I���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���D�Q�G���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P���D�V���,���K�D�Y�H���O�D�L�G��

�L�W�� �R�X�W�� �D�E�R�Y�H�� �F�D�Q�� �P�R�Y�H�� �L�W�V�� �D�J�H�Q�W�V�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�� �P�R�U�H�� �V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H�� �I�X�W�X�U�H�V�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �D�Q��

�H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���E�H�\�R�Q�G���³�W�K�H���R�O�G���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�´���S�H�U���-�����0�R�R�U�H�����$�V���V�X�F�K�����Z�K�L�O�H���I�R�O�N��

�K�R�U�U�R�U���L�V���Q�H�L�W�K�H�U���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H���Q�R�U���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\���V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���L�Q���W�K�H���J�H�Q�H�U�L�F��
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�$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G�� �H�D�U�O�L�H�U���� �R�Q�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �U�H�V�W�V�� �R�Q�� �L�G�H�D�V�� �,�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�O�U�H�D�G�\�� �P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G��

�V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�O�\���L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���E�X�W���Z�K�L�F�K���Q�R�Z���I�O�R�Z���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���L�Q�W�R���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U�����W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��

�F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���R�I���W�K�H���$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H���L�V���W�K�H���$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�V���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O���K�R�U�U�R�U��

�R�I�� ���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�O�N�² �L���H������ �L�Q�� �E�R�W�K�� �F�D�V�H�V���� �W�K�H�� �K�X�P�D�Q�² �V�K�R�Z�V�� �Z�K�\�� �,��

�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���W�K�L�V���J�H�Q�U�H���V�X�F�K���D�Q���D�S�W���P�R�G�H���I�R�U���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���F�U�L�W�L�T�X�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�H�U�U�R�U�V�����G�D�Q�J�H�U�V����

�D�Q�G���I�H�D�U�V���R�I���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���D�Q�G���L�W�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���G�D�\���D�I�W�H�U�O�L�Y�H�V�����(�G�Z�D�U�G�V���H�W���D�O�����F�R�Q�W�H�Q�G���W�K�D�W��

�³�>�W�@�R�� �O�L�Y�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H�� �L�V�� �W�R�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�U�D�Q�V�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���� �H�[�F�H�V�V���� �D�Q�G��

�P�R�Q�V�W�U�R�V�L�W�\�´�² �Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�\���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���W�K�H���P�D�L�Q���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���J�R�W�K�L�F�² �³�D�U�H���Q�R���O�R�Q�J�H�U��

�D�Q�R�P�D�O�L�H�V���L�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���O�L�I�H���E�X�W���L�Q�H�[�W�U�L�F�D�E�O�H���S�D�U�W�V���R�I���L�W�´�����[�L�������,���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���D�G�G���W�K�D�W���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U��
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�W�R���K�X�P�D�Q�V���L�V���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���D�O�Z�D�\�V���R�W�K�H�U���K�X�P�D�Q�V�����7�K�L�V���L�V���Z�K�\���,���U�H�J�D�U�G���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���S�D�U�W���R�I���I�R�O�N��

�K�R�U�U�R�U�¶�V���Q�R�P�H�Q�F�O�D�W�X�U�H�����W�K�H���µ�I�R�O�N�¶���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H�����D�V���V�R���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O�����P�\���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���W�R��

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �L�V�� �I�R�F�X�V�H�G�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �U�R�O�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�O�N�² �L���H������ �W�K�H�� �K�X�P�D�Q���� �$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�V����

�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\�² �D�Q�G���R�Q���K�R�Z���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�² �L���H�������O�H�J�H�Q�G�V�����E�H�O�L�H�I�V�����V�W�R�U�L�H�V�����S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V����

�D�Q�G�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�² �L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�V�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �Z�R�U�O�G�� �Y�L�H�Z�V���� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�V���� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �H�D�F�K��

�R�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H�P�����,���D�P���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���Z�K�D�W���O�R�U�H���G�R�H�V���L�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�����L�Q��

�W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���L�W���L�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�����K�R�Z���L�W���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�V���R�U���W�U�L�J�J�H�U�V���K�R�U�U�R�U���I�R�U���W�K�H���I�R�O�N�����W�K�H���N�L�Q�G���R�I���Q�H�Z��

�O�R�U�H���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���H�U�����I�R�U�P�V���R�I���P�H�G�L�D���L�W���S�H�Q�H�W�U�D�W�H�V�����U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���L�Q��

�I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �Q�H�Z�� �G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �Z�K�D�W�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���L�V���� �7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���� �,�� �Z�L�O�O�� �U�H�I�H�U�� �W�R��

�I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�V���W�R���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q���W�K�H���H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�H���R�I���µ�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�¶���D�Q�G���R�I���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���V�W�X�G�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H��

�8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �6�W�D�W�H�V���� �7�K�L�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �K�H�O�S�� �W�R�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�R���I�D�U�� �O�D�U�J�H�O�\�� �X�Q�D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�G��

�V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �E�R�W�K�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���D�Q�G���R�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�X�G�\�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�² �L���H������ �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�L�F�V37�² �L�Q�� �I�R�O�N��

�K�R�U�U�R�U�����Z�K�L�F�K���,���Z�L�O�O���H�[�H�P�S�O�L�I�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���D���V�H�O�H�F�W���F�R�U�S�X�V���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N��

�K�R�U�U�R�U���W�H�[�W�V�� 

�/�L�N�H���P�R�V�W���R�W�K�H�U���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���S�H�Q�Q�L�Q�J���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S�����,���D�P���Q�R�W���D���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W����

�D���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���R�I�I�H�U�V�����R�Q���W�K�H���R�Q�H���K�D�Q�G�����L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Q�H�Z���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���R�Q���D���J�H�Q�U�H���Z�K�R�V�H��

�Q�D�P�H�� �L�Q�I�H�U�V�� �D�� �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���� �2�Q�� �W�K�H�� �R�W�K�H�U���� �W�K�L�V�� �W�U�X�L�V�P�� �K�D�V�� �V�S�D�U�N�H�G��

�I�U�X�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�V�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�L�F�V���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �V�S�H�D�N�H�U�V�� �D�W�� �W�K�H��

�D�I�R�U�H�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G���L�Q�D�X�J�X�U�D�O���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���������������E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���Q�R�Q���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�V�¶��

�D�U�J�X�D�E�O�\���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I�� �W�K�H���H�[�D�F�W���F�R�P�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���D�Q�G���R�U���W�K�H���I�L�H�O�G��

�V�W�X�G�\�L�Q�J���L�W�����,�W���L�V���F�O�H�D�U���W�K�D�W�����D�W���W�K�L�V���S�R�L�Q�W���L�Q���W�L�P�H�����I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���L�V���S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\���E�H�L�Q�J��

 
37 According to Simon J. Bronner, there is much debate among collectors, curators, and scholars of folk 
histories, cultures, and materials about the proper or most adequate terminology for the study of 
folklore. A number of American universities have since the 1960s alternated between calling their 
programs folklore studies, folklife studies, folk studies, folk culture studies, folk research, and 
folkloristics, each of which reflects a slightly different focus than the previous one and all of which have 
been met with both support and criticism from experts in the fields over the methods, approaches, and 
subjects each department or program emphasizes (20-21). While I try to be as specific and accurate as 
possible with the terminology I use in this dissertation,  inconsistencies and alternations between some 
of the terms related to the study of folklore on my part reflect the discordancy of the named fields until 
today. For reasons of legibility, I will most often use the terms folkloristics to designate the field  of 
folklore studies.  
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primal and raw; Folk Horror is often about death in the slowest, most ritualistic of ways, 
occasionally encompassing supernatural elements, where the group belief systems 
summon up something demonic or generally supernatural. (18) 
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�D�Q�G�� �X�Q�W�K�H�R�U�L�]�H�G���� �2�I�� �F�R�X�U�V�H���� �W�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W�� �I�R�U�� �D�� �O�D�F�N�� �R�I�� �G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�� �P�R�U�H��

�J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���� �*�U�R�Y�H�V�� �Z�U�L�W�H�V���� �I�R�U�� �H�[�D�P�S�O�H���� �W�K�D�W�� �³�>�I�@�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�� �P�H�D�Q�V�� �W�K�H�� �Z�L�V�G�R�P�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��

�F�R�P�P�R�Q�� �S�H�R�S�O�H���� �Z�L�V�G�R�P�� �K�D�Q�G�H�G�� �G�R�Z�Q�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�R�Q�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\���´��

�6�K�H���H�Y�H�Q���D�G�G�V���W�K�D�W���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���³�L�V���K�R�U�U�R�U���R�I���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�����V�W�H�P�P�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�����,�W���L�V��

�R�O�G���Z�L�V�G�R�P���V�H�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���P�R�G�H�U�Q���H�\�H�V���D�V���D�U�F�K�D�L�F�´�����H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G�������D�Q���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W��

�H�F�K�R�H�V���W�K�H���F�O�D�V�K���R�I�� �W�L�P�H�O�L�Q�H�V�����V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�V�����D�Q�G�� �E�H�O�L�H�I���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���6�F�R�Y�H�O�O���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V��

�Q�D�P�H���D�V���F�R�U�Q�H�U�V�W�R�Q�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���J�H�Q�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���W�K�H�R�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H��

�H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���*�U�R�Y�H�V���X�V�H�V�� �L�Q���K�H�U�� �H�V�V�D�\���W�R���H�[�H�P�S�O�L�I�\���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���� �V�X�F�K���D�V���3�K�L�O�L�S���/�R�U�D�L�Q�H�¶�V��

�����������Q�R�Y�H�O���7�K�H���'�D�\���R�I���W�K�H���$�U�U�R�Z���D�Q�G���-�����/�H�H���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q�¶�V�������������I�L�O�P���D�G�D�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q���(�\�H���R�I��

�W�K�H�� �'�H�Y�L�O���� �D�U�H�� �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�O�\�� �R�Q�H�V�� �V�K�H�� �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V�� �D�V�� �³�L�P�E�X�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���D�Q�G���K�R�U�U�R�U�´��

���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V�� �D�G�G�H�G������ �O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J�� �L�W�� �X�Q�F�O�H�D�U�� �Z�K�H�W�K�H�U�� �R�U�� �K�R�Z�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �L�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G�� �W�R���R�U���H�Q�V�X�H�V��
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�I�U�R�P���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���D�V���µ�I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�¶���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\�����6�W�L�O�O�����*�U�R�Y�H�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V�O�\���F�R�P�H�V���E�D�F�N���W�R���W�K�H��

�L�G�H�D���R�I���W�K�H���M�X�[�W�D�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���R�O�G���D�Q�G���Q�H�Z���L�G�H�R�O�R�J�L�H�V���D�Q�G���O�R�F�D�O�H�V���D�V���D���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H���E�D�F�N�G�U�R�S��

�R�U���H�Y�H�Q���D�V���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�����Z�K�H�U�H�E�\���V�K�H���V�H�H�P�V���W�R���D�V�V�X�P�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��

�P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V���F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W���P�R�G�H�U�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���R�U���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�R���E�H���R�X�W�G�D�W�H�G��

�Z�R�U�O�G�Y�L�H�Z�V�����6�K�H���P�X�V�H�V���L�Q���W�K�L�V���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���W�K�D�W���³�>�L�@�W���Z�R�X�O�G���P�D�N�H���I�R�U���D�Q���L�Q�W�U�L�J�X�L�Q�J���F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H��

�S�U�R�M�H�F�W���W�R���L�Q�Y�H�U�W���W�K�H���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���P�R�G�H�O���D�Q�G���W�D�N�H���D�Q���D�U�F�K�D�L�F���K�H�U�R���L�Q�W�R���D���P�R�G�H�U�Q��

�V�H�W�W�L�Q�J���´ 

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���V�K�R�Z�V���X�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���L�G�H�D���L�V�����L�Q���I�D�F�W�����Q�R�W���D�Q���L�Q�Y�H�U�V�H���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���E�X�W���Y�H�U�\��

�P�X�F�K���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���J�H�Q�U�H�¶�V���I�D�E�U�L�F�����:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���,�U�Y�L�Q�J�¶�V�������������V�K�R�U�W���V�W�R�U�\���³�5�L�S���Y�D�Q���:�L�Q�N�O�H���´��

�Z�K�L�F�K�� �,�� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�� �D�� �F�R�U�H�� �W�H�[�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �J�H�Q�U�H�� ���F�I���� �+�D�X�N�H���� �³�/�H�Y�L�D�W�K�D�Q�´�� ������������ �V�H�U�Y�H�V���D�V�� �D�Q��

�H�[�D�P�S�O�H���L�Q���W�K�L�V���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�����S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W���5�L�S���Y�D�Q���:�L�Q�N�O�H�����D�Q���L�G�O�H���'�X�W�F�K���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�U����

�I�D�O�O�V���D�V�O�H�H�S���L�Q���W�K�H���$�S�S�D�O�D�F�K�L�D�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���&�D�W�V�N�L�O�O���0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V�����6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���1�H�Z��

�<�R�U�N���� �D�I�W�H�U�� �G�U�L�Q�N�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�� �X�Q�L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G�� �V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �D�� �N�H�J�� �K�H�� �K�H�O�S�V�� �F�D�U�U�\�� �X�S�� �W�K�H��

�P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �D�Z�D�N�H�Q�V�� �W�Z�H�Q�W�\�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �O�D�W�H�U�� �L�Q�� �D�� �Z�R�U�O�G�� �K�H�� �G�R�H�V�� �Q�R�W�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���� �Q�H�L�W�K�H�U��

�S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�O�\���Q�R�U���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�O�\�����,�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\���V�D�G�G�H�Q�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���K�H���P�L�V�V�H�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V��

�W�K�D�W���K�D�S�S�H�Q�H�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���W�Z�R���G�H�F�D�G�H�V�����W�K�H���S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W���V�R�R�Q���U�H�W�X�U�Q�V���W�R���K�L�V���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V��

�O�D�]�\���O�L�I�H�V�W�\�O�H���E�X�W���P�D�N�H�V���P�X�F�K���H�I�I�R�U�W���W�R���S�D�V�V���R�Q���K�L�V���L�Q�F�U�H�G�X�O�R�X�V���V�W�R�U�\���W�R���D�V���P�D�Q�\���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V��

�R�I���W�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H���D�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�����,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���J�R�W�K�L�F���L�G�H�D�V���R�I���U�H�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q��

���L�Q���W�K�H���I�R�U�P���R�I���F�R�X�Q�W�O�H�V�V���U�H�W�H�O�O�L�Q�J�V���R�I���5�L�S�¶�V���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�����D�Q�G���U�H�W�X�U�Q�����5�L�S�¶�V���U�H�D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H������

�Z�K�L�F�K���,���K�D�Y�H���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���D�U�F�K�L�Y�H���R�I���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�O�\���L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�K�D�S�W�H�U����

�,�U�Y�L�Q�J�¶�V���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���V�S�U�L�Q�J�V���I�U�R�P���I�R�O�N���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����,�Q���K�L�V���H�[�S�O�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���W�D�O�H�¶�V���³�O�H�Q�J�W�K�\��

�K�L�V�W�R�U�\�´�������������/�H�V�W�H�U���0�H�O�Y�L�Q���/�L�H�E�H�U�P�D�Q���F�O�D�L�P�V���W�K�D�W���,�U�Y�L�Q�J 

found an excellent way to remold its surface components in order to introduce it to a 
New World audience in a manner they would enjoy. He gave it an American setting and 
mood and departed from the existing staid literary patterns which had been so 
dominant . He stimulated the newly-emerging national pride which was growing in his 
fellow citizens. (3)  

�$�V���V�X�F�K�����³�5�L�S���Y�D�Q���:�L�Q�N�O�H�´���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�V���L�Q���P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���T�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���W�K�H�P�H�V���R�I��

�I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���,���K�D�Y�H���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�����I�L�U�V�W���D�Q�G���I�R�U�H�P�R�V�W����

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���L�V���Q�R�W���V�L�P�S�O�\���R�U���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���µ�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�¶���E�X�W���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H��

�P�R�V�W�� �O�H�J�H�Q�G�D�U�\�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �6�W�D�W�H�V���� �$�V�� �,�� �H�[�S�O�R�U�H�� �L�Q�� �P�\�� ���������� �H�V�V�D�\�� �R�Q�� �I�R�O�N��

�K�R�U�U�R�U���L�Q���-�R�K�Q���/�D�Q�J�D�Q�¶�V���7�K�H���)�L�V�K�H�U�P�D�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���V�H�W���L�Q���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���I�D�E�O�H�G���D�U�H�D���D�V���,�U�Y�L�Q�J�¶�V��

�V�W�R�U�\�����W�K�H���&�D�W�V�N�L�O�O���0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�H���D���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���³�I�R�O�N���W�D�O�H�V�����J�K�R�V�W���V�W�R�U�L�H�V����

�D�Q�G���S�K�D�Q�W�R�P���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V���´���D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���³�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���L�Q���W�U�X�H���S�V�\�F�K�R�J�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F���I�D�V�K�L�R�Q��
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�E�\���W�K�H���L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W���T�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���D�O�O�H�J�H�G���P�\�W�K�V���R�I���L�W�V���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�����F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�G���E�\���W�K�H��

�W�U�D�L�O�V���� �U�H�V�R�U�W�V���� �D�Q�G�� �Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Z�L�G�H���V�W�U�H�W�F�K�H�G�� �$�S�S�D�O�D�F�K�L�D�Q�� �S�U�R�Y�L�Q�F�H�V�� �R�I��

�V�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W�H�U�Q�� �1�H�Z�� �<�R�U�N�´�� ���+�D�X�N�H���� �³�/�H�Y�L�D�W�K�D�Q�´�� ������������ �$�V�� �V�X�F�K���� �5�L�S�¶�V�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��

�V�K�R�U�W���V�W�R�U�\���L�V���L�W�V�H�O�I���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�G���E�\���J�K�R�V�W�O�L�Q�H�V�V�����Z�K�H�Q���K�H���U�H�W�X�U�Q�V���W�R���K�L�V���K�R�P�H���D�I�W�H�U���K�L�V��

�W�Z�H�Q�W�\���\�H�D�U���V�O�H�H�S�����W�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�U�V���D�U�H���L�Q���G�L�V�E�H�O�L�H�I���D�E�R�X�W���K�L�V���V�W�R�U�\���D�Q�G���H�D�F�K���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���Z�L�W�K��

�D���V�K�D�N�H���R�I���W�K�H���K�H�D�G���Z�K�H�Q���5�L�S���U�H�F�R�X�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���G�X�U�L�Q�J���K�L�V���Z�D�O�N���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���K�H���V�D�Z��

�+�H�Q�U�\���+�X�G�V�R�Q�����G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���+�X�G�V�R�Q���5�L�Y�H�U�����Z�K�R���G�L�V�D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H��

�P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H���K�L�V���F�U�H�Z���L�Q���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�����2�Q�O�\���Z�K�H�Q���D���G�H�V�F�H�Q�G�D�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H��

�O�R�F�D�O�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q�� �F�R�Q�I�L�U�P�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �&�D�W�V�N�L�O�O�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �K�D�X�Q�W�H�G�� �J�U�R�X�Q�G�V�� �L�V�� �W�K�L�V��

�P�\�V�W�H�U�L�R�X�V�� �H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�� �H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G�² �L�I�� �Z�L�W�K�� �P�R�U�H�� �R�P�L�Q�R�X�V�� �V�W�R�U�\�W�H�O�O�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �P�\�V�W�H�U�\����

�D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���O�H�J�H�Q�G�����+�X�G�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���K�L�V���P�H�Q���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�R���W�K�H���&�D�W�V�N�L�O�O�V���H�Y�H�U�\���W�Z�H�Q�W�\���\�H�D�U�V���W�R��

�K�R�O�G���D���Y�L�J�L�O���D�Q�G���S�O�D�\�� �Q�L�Q�H���S�L�Q�V���� �+�H�Q�F�H���� �5�L�S���I�R�X�Q�G���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H���W�K�H���J�K�R�V�W�V���R�I�� �W�K�H��

�H�[�S�O�R�U�H�U���D�Q�G���K�L�V���P�H�Q�����H�Y�H�Q���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���W�K�H�P���X�S���W�K�H���P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H�L�U���V�S�H�F�W�U�D�O���U�H�W�X�U�Q��

�D�V���L�I���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���K�L�V���Z�D�\�� 

�,�W���L�V���W�K�L�V���K�D�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U���W�K�D�W���O�H�D�G�V���O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\���F�U�L�W�L�F���0�����*�U�D�Q�W���.�H�O�O�H�U�P�H�\�H�U���W�R���U�H�D�G���W�K�H��

�V�W�R�U�\���D�V���D���³�J�K�R�V�W���W�D�O�H�´���D�W���R�Q�F�H���L�Q�I�X�V�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���P�\�W�K�L�F���W�D�O�H���R�I�� �+�H�Q�U�\���+�X�G�V�R�Q���D�V���³�W�K�H��

�V�R�X�U�F�H�� �R�I�� �K�L�V�� �>�5�L�S�¶�V�@�� �H�Q�F�K�D�Q�W�P�H�Q�W���´�� �.�H�O�O�H�U�P�H�\�H�U�� �L�Q�D�G�Y�H�U�W�H�Q�W�O�\�� �S�R�L�Q�W�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�\�V��

�,�U�Y�L�Q�J�¶�V�� �³�5�L�S�� �Y�D�Q�� �:�L�Q�N�O�H�´�� �H�[�H�P�S�O�L�I�L�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V�� �R�I�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �D�Q�G��

�I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P���D�V���L�W�V���D�U�F�K�L�Y�H�����I�L�U�V�W�����W�K�H���S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W�¶�V���M�R�X�U�Q�H�\���L�V���P�D�M�R�U�O�\���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�G��

�E�\���D���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���V�W�H�P�P�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���S�H�U�L�R�G�����+�H�Q�U�\���+�X�G�V�R�Q�����Z�K�R�V�H���H�I�I�R�U�W�V��

�D�W���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�\���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�T�X�H�V�W���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\�¶�V���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J���X�Q�W�L�O��

�W�R�G�D�\���� �,�Q�� �I�D�F�W���� �W�K�H�� �W�R�X�U�L�V�W�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�� �R�I�� �³�7�K�H�� �*�U�H�D�W�� �1�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q�� �&�D�W�V�N�L�O�O�V�� �R�I��

�*�U�H�H�Q�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\�´���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���D�Q���H�Q�W�U�\���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���³�$�U�W�V���	���&�X�O�W�X�U�H�´���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���O�H�J�H�Q�G���R�I���5�L�S��

�Y�D�Q�� �:�L�Q�N�O�H���� �L�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �W�K�H�\�� �F�O�D�L�P�� �W�K�D�W�� �³�5�L�S�� �L�V�� �H�Y�H�U�\�Z�K�H�U�H�´�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �³�>�K�@�L�V�� �O�H�J�H�Q�G�� �L�V��

�D�O�P�R�V�W�� �D�V�� �E�L�J�� �D�V�� �+�X�G�V�R�Q�¶�V���� �)�U�R�P�� �F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�R�U�\�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�P�P�H�P�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �V�W�D�W�X�H�V�� �W�R��

�Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���Q�D�P�H�V���D�Q�G���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O���S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�V���D�W���P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���O�R�G�J�H�V���D�Q�G��

�U�H�V�R�U�W�V�² �5�L�S���O�L�Y�H�V�´�����³�5�L�S�´�������$�V���V�X�F�K�����W�K�H���I�D�E�O�H���D�W���W�K�H���F�R�U�H���R�I���,�U�Y�L�Q�J�¶�V���W�D�O�H���L�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H��

�R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �E�R�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�� �S�H�U�L�R�G�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �P�\�W�K�L�F��

�F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �&�D�W�V�N�L�O�O�� �0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�V�� �L�Q�W�R�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �P�H�P�R�U�\�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K��

�P�H�P�R�U�L�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���W�R�X�U�L�V�W��

�R�I�I�L�F�H���R�I���*�U�H�H�Q�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����D���U�H�J�L�R�Q���³�F�K�H�U�L�V�K�H�G���I�R�U���L�W�V���U�L�F�K���D�U�W�L�V�W�L�F���O�H�J�D�F�\�����G�L�Y�H�U�V�H���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O��

�K�H�U�L�W�D�J�H�����D�Q�G���L�F�R�Q�L�F���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�´�����³�$�E�R�X�W�´�������6�H�F�R�Q�G�����L�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R��

�W�K�H���P�\�W�K�L�F���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\�¶�V���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�����W�K�H���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���L�V���³�S�D�U�W���R�I��



 
 

105 
 

�W�K�H���µ�H�Q�F�K�D�Q�W�H�G���V�O�H�H�S�H�U�¶���F�\�F�O�H���R�I���I�R�O�N���W�D�O�H�V���´���D�Q�G���L�V���V�D�L�G���W�R���U�H�V�H�P�E�O�H���³�R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W��

�*�U�H�H�N���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�V�´�����/�L�H�E�H�U�P�D�Q�������������Q�D�P�H�O�\���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\���R�I���(�S�L�P�H�Q�L�G�H�V�������W�K���R�U�����W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���%�&����

�D�V���W�R�O�G���E�\���'�L�R�J�H�Q�H�V���/�D�H�U�W�H�V�����L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W���D�V���D���\�R�X�Q�J���E�R�\���L�V���V�H�Q�W���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H��

�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�� �E�\�� �K�L�V�� �I�D�W�K�H�U�� �W�R�� �O�R�R�N�� �I�R�U�� �V�K�H�H�S���� �D�Q�G���� �X�S�R�Q�� �W�L�U�L�Q�J�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �K�H�D�W�� �R�Q�� �K�L�V�� �O�R�Q�J��

�M�R�X�U�Q�H�\�����I�D�O�O�V���D�V�O�H�H�S���L�Q���D���F�D�Y�H���I�R�U���I�L�I�W�\���V�H�Y�H�Q���\�H�D�U�V�����³�+�L�V���R�Q�F�H���\�R�X�Q�J�H�U���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�����Q�R�Z���D�Q��

�R�O�G���P�D�Q�����L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�V���K�L�P�����D�Q�G�����M�X�V�W���D�V���5�L�S���E�H�F�D�P�H���D���S�D�W�U�L�D�U�F�K���R�I���W�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�����(�S�L�P�H�Q�L�G�H�V��

�O�L�Y�H�V�� �R�Q�� �W�R�� �E�H�F�R�P�H�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�J�H�V�� �R�I�� �$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W�� �*�U�H�H�F�H�´�� ���/�L�H�E�H�U�P�D�Q�� ���������������� �,�Q�� �W�K�L�V��

�U�H�V�S�H�F�W�����5�L�S�¶�V���H�Q�F�K�D�Q�W�P�H�Q�W���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���V�H�H�P�L�Q�J�O�\���P�D�J�L�F�D�O�����R�U���J�K�R�V�W�O�\����

�S�U�R�F�H�V�V���W�D�N�H�V���S�O�D�F�H�� �L�Q�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H���� �L�Q���W�K�H�� �&�D�W�V�N�L�O�O���0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���� �Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H�� �J�K�R�V�W���R�I�� �+�X�G�V�R�Q��

�D�Q�G�� �K�L�V�� �F�U�H�Z�� �K�D�Y�H�� �V�H�H�P�L�Q�J�O�\�� �F�D�V�W�� �D�� �V�S�H�O�O�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�H�V���� �L�V�� �Q�R�W�� �R�Q�O�\��

�U�H�P�L�Q�L�V�F�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�U�O�L�H�U�� �R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�G�� ���U�H�����H�Q�F�K�D�Q�W�P�H�Q�W�� �W�K�H�P�H�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U���� �D�Q�G�� �R�I��

�)�H�K�O�P�D�Q�Q�¶�V���D�Q�G���.�H�H�W�O�H�\�¶�V���L�G�H�D�V���R�I���W�K�H���J�H�Q�U�H���D�V���D���I�R�U�P���R�I���U�H���H�Q�F�K�D�Q�W�P�H�Q�W���L�W�V�H�O�I�����,�W���D�O�V�R��

�V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V�� �3�D�U�N�H�U�¶�V�� ���L�Q�� �S�D�U�W�� �F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�L�Q�J���� �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �H�Y�H�U���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� �H�Q�F�K�D�Q�W�H�G�Q�H�V�V�� �R�I��

�Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� ���H�F�R���J�R�W�K�L�F���� �Z�K�H�U�H�E�\�� �V�K�H�� �D�U�J�X�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�� �U�H���P�\�W�K�R�O�R�J�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W��

�Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\�����R�U���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�����L�Q���J�H�Q�U�H�V���Z�K�R�V�H���W�H�[�W�V���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���³�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���L�P�D�J�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�P�H�V���R�I��

�*�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�H�G�� �1�D�W�X�U�H�´�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �³�X�Q�G�H�U�P�L�Q�H�� �W�K�H�� �'�L�V�H�Q�F�K�D�Q�W�P�H�Q�W��

�7�K�H�V�L�V�´�������������D�Q�G���W�K�X�V���D���U�H���H�Q�F�K�D�Q�W�P�H�Q�W���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����+�H�U���L�G�H�D���L�V���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���X�V�H�I�X�O���E�H�F�D�X�V�H��

�G�L�V�H�Q�F�K�D�Q�W�P�H�Q�W�� �U�H�I�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �L�G�H�D�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�G�H�U�Q�� �Z�R�U�O�G�� �O�D�F�N�L�Q�J�� �P�\�W�K���� �P�D�J�L�F���� �D�Q�G��

�I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�����D�Q�G���W�H�[�W�V���R�I���P�R�G�H�U�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�����L���H������ �R�I�� �W�K�H���S�R�V�W�����������V���H�U�D�V���� �D�U�H���V�D�L�G���W�R���U�H��

�H�Q�F�K�D�Q�W�� �W�K�L�V�� �G�L�V�H�Q�F�K�D�Q�W�H�G�� �Z�R�U�O�G���� �%�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�F�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �,�U�Y�L�Q�J�¶�V�� �W�H�[�W�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �Z�K�D�W��

�V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�� �P�R�G�H�U�Q�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �L�W�V�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V�� �D�U�H�� �V�W�L�O�O��

�U�R�R�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �H�Q�F�K�D�Q�W�P�H�Q�W�� �V�S�H�D�N�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�D�V�R�Q�� �,�� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�� �³�5�L�S�� �Y�D�Q�� �:�L�Q�N�O�H�´�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I��

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�¶�V���O�R�Q�J�����O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\�����K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���P�X�F�K���G�H�E�D�W�H��

�D�P�R�Q�J���F�U�L�W�L�F�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�L�V���V�W�R�U�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H���O�H�J�H�Q�G���R�I���(�S�L�P�H�Q�L�G�H�V����

�³�L�W�� �L�V�� �G�R�X�E�W�I�X�O�� �W�K�D�W�� �,�U�Y�L�Q�J�� �K�D�G�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�� �N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�L�V�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�� �W�D�O�H���´�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�W�W�H�U�� �L�V��

�U�D�W�K�H�U�� �³�R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�P�L�O�\�� �W�R�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �5�L�S�¶�V�� �W�D�O�H�� �E�H�O�R�Q�J�V�´�� ���/�L�H�E�H�U�P�D�Q�� ���������� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�U�H�E�\��

�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�V���L�Q���D�Q���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���D�U�F�K�L�Y�H���R�I���I�R�O�N���P�\�W�K�V���D�Q�G���D�G�G�V���W�R���D���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���J�O�R�E�D�O���I�R�O�N��

�Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V���� �7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���� �U�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V�� �R�I�� �,�U�Y�L�Q�J�¶�V�� ���O�D�F�N�� �R�I���� �N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �L�W�V�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O��

�S�U�H�F�X�U�V�R�U�V�����K�L�V���V�K�R�U�W���V�W�R�U�\���L�V���O�H�J�L�E�O�H���D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���D���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�D�W�L�R�Q��

�R�I�� �I�R�O�N�� �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V�� �E�R�W�K�� �L�Q�����D�Q�G�� �R�X�W�V�L�G�H�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �6�W�D�W�H�V���� �,�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���� �/�L�H�E�H�U�P�D�Q��

�H�[�S�O�R�U�H�V�� �D�� �Z�L�G�H�� �Y�D�U�L�H�W�\�� �R�I�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�� �'�L�R�J�H�Q�H�V�� �/�D�H�U�W�H�V�¶�V�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �K�D�V�� �X�Q�G�H�U�J�R�Q�H��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V���� �P�D�Q�\�� �R�I�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H�� �W�U�D�F�H�G�� �E�D�F�N�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �R�U�D�O�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I��

�S�D�V�V�L�Q�J���G�R�Z�Q���O�H�J�H�Q�G�V���E�\���Z�R�U�G���R�I���P�R�X�W�K�� 
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As the tale meets with other tales in other areas, some parts of it are dropped in favor 
of local motif clusters and parts of other tales are grafted on to it to assure its survival. 
It is this aspect of folklore transmission which accounts for such great variation. (67)  

�+�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�K�D�W���Q�H�Z�H�U���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���5�L�S���V�W�R�U�\���N�H�H�S���E�H�L�Q�J���I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���U�H�J�L�R�Q�V��

�R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���³�G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�V���D�P�S�O�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���W�D�O�H���K�D�V���L�Q�G�H�H�G���I�R�X�Q�G���L�W�V���Z�D�\��

�E�D�F�N�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�O�N�� �U�H�S�H�U�W�R�L�U�H�´�� �R�I�� �P�R�G�H�U�Q�� �W�L�P�H�V���� �D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �X�V�� �W�R�� �³�I�R�O�O�R�Z�� �L�Q�� �,�U�Y�L�Q�J�¶�V��

�I�R�R�W�V�W�H�S�V�´������������ 

�7�K�L�U�G�O�\���� �W�K�L�V�� �V�K�R�Z�V�� �X�V�� �K�R�Z�� �O�R�F�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �8���6���� �I�D�E�O�H�V�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�� �W�R�� �W�K�H��

�J�R�W�K�L�F���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���R�I���U�H�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���U�H�W�X�U�Q�����Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���L�V���5�L�S���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���I�U�R�]�H�Q���L�Q���W�L�P�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J��

�K�L�V�� �V�O�H�H�S�� �R�Q�O�\�� �W�R�� �U�H�H�P�H�U�J�H�� �D�W�� �D�� �O�D�W�H�U�� �S�R�L�Q�W�� �O�L�N�H�� �D�� �J�K�R�V�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �S�D�V�W�² �D�Q�G�� �W�K�X�V�� �D�V���D��

�P�L�U�U�R�U�� �R�I�� �+�X�G�V�R�Q���� �Z�K�R���� �L�Q�� �W�X�U�Q���� �D�S�S�H�D�U�V�� �W�R�� �5�L�S�� �D�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�� �V�S�H�F�W�H�U���� �7�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H��

�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V���U�H�L�W�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���5�L�S���O�H�J�H�Q�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���V�W�R�U�\�W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H��

�&�D�W�V�N�L�O�O���U�H�J�L�R�Q�V�����W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\���L�W�V�H�O�I���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���L�W�V���P�R�W�L�I�V���D�Q�G���V�\�P�E�R�O�V���D�U�H���D�O�V�R���S�H�U�S�H�W�X�D�O�O�\��

�V�X�V�S�H�Q�G�H�G���L�Q���W�L�P�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���U�H���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�G�D�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V����

�F�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J�� �D�W���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�U�H���W�K�H���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�H�V���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���+�H�Q�U�\�� �+�X�G�V�R�Q�����W�K�H���+�X�G�V�R�Q��

�5�L�Y�H�U�� �%�D�\���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �&�D�W�V�N�L�O�O�� �0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���� �)�R�X�U�W�K���� �W�K�H�� �V�W�R�U�\�� �L�V�� �U�D�W�K�H�U�� �V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�I�R�U�Z�D�U�G�O�\��

�S�D�U�W���R�I�� �W�K�H���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �6�F�R�Y�H�O�O�¶�V���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���F�K�D�L�Q�����S�R�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I�� �W�K�H��

�&�D�W�V�N�L�O�O�� �0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V�� �D�V�� �O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���� �5�L�S�¶�V�� �V�R�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �H�V�F�D�S�H�� �L�Q�W�R�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H38���D�V�� �L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q���� �K�L�V��

�W�Z�H�Q�W�\���\�H�D�U���V�O�H�H�S���D�Q�G���V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W���U�X�G�H���D�Z�D�N�H�Q�L�Q�J���D�V���W�K�H���K�D�S�S�H�Q�L�Q�J�����W�K�H���D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H��

�R�I���W�K�H���J�K�R�V�W�V���R�I���+�H�Q�U�\���+�X�G�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���K�L�V���F�U�H�Z���D�V���D�Q���D�U�J�X�D�E�O�H���V�X�P�P�R�Q�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�O�D�V�K��

�R�I���5�L�S�¶�V���V�W�D�W�X�V���T�X�R���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���Q�R�U�P�D�O���K�H���H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�V���S�R�V�W���V�O�H�H�S���D�V���V�N�H�Z�H�G���L�G�H�R�O�R�J�L�H�V��

���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���� �D�Q�G���P�R�U�H���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\���� �W�K�H���S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W�¶�V���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���R�I�� �K�L�V���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K��

�+�H�Q�U�\�� �+�X�G�V�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�U�V�¶�� �G�L�V�E�H�O�L�H�I�� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �V�W�R�U�\�� �H�T�X�D�O�O�\�� �F�R�X�Q�W�� �D�V�� �V�X�F�K��

�L�Q�F�R�Q�J�U�X�R�X�V�� �E�H�O�L�H�I�V������ �)�L�I�W�K���� �G�H�V�S�L�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�F�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �5�L�S�¶�V�� �W�L�P�H���G�H�I�\�L�Q�J�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�� �P�D�\��

�K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���D�E�R�X�W���E�\���W�K�H���O�L�T�X�R�U���K�H���G�U�D�Q�N���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���J�K�R�V�W���R�I���+�H�Q�U�\���+�X�G�V�R�Q�¶�V���N�H�J����

�W�K�H�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�R�U�\�� �L�V�� �P�R�U�H�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� ���R�U�� �K�X�P�D�Q���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���� �L�Q�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �D�O�V�R�� �O�H�V�V��

 
38 �,�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J�O�\���� �5�L�S�¶�V�� �Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V�� �U�H�I�O�H�F�W�V�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�U�O�L�H�U�� �R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�G�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �E�\�� �'�D�U�D��
Downey that, in the American (frontier) gothic, many male characters leave their homes for the 
wilderness on a daily basis to flee from their perceived suffocation brought about by their irrationally 
demanding wives�² a situation that also makes up a central plot point in American folk horror. Irving 
�Z�U�L�W�H�V�����³�7�L�P�H�V���J�U�H�Z���Z�R�U�V�H���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�V�H���Z�L�W�K���5�L�S���Y�D�Q���:�L�Q�N�O�H���D�V���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���P�D�W�U�L�P�R�Q�\���U�R�O�O�H�G���R�Q�����>�«�@���)�R�U���D��
long while he �X�V�H�G���W�R���F�R�Q�V�R�O�H���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���Z�K�H�Q���G�U�L�Y�H�Q���I�U�R�P���K�R�P�H�´���������������+�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���O�D�W�H�U�����³�3�R�R�U���5�L�S���Z�D�V��
at last reduced almost to despair; and his only alternative to escape from the labour of the farm and 
clamour of his wife, was to take gun in hand and stroll away into t �K�H���Z�R�R�G�V�´���������������5�L�S�¶�V���Z�L�I�H���L�V���S�R�U�W�U�D�\�H�G��
as the cause of his problems, while the protagonist is, in turn, written as a victim driven to drinking and 
spending his time alone outdoors. I explore this gender(ed) dynamic between husbands and wives in 
mother!  and The VVitch later in this chapter.  
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�Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W�O�\�� �K�D�U�U�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�Q�� �P�R�U�H�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�V�� �R�I�� �µ�K�R�U�U�R�U�¶�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �J�H�Q�U�H����

�6�F�R�Y�H�O�O�� �P�X�V�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �³�L�V�� �Q�R�W�� �Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �µ�K�R�U�U�R�U�¶�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �D�Q�\��

�V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���J�X�L�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���W�H�U�P�����E�X�W���V�L�P�S�O�\���D���P�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���L�W�V���D�I�I�H�F�W�´�������������/�L�N�H���L�Q���R�W�K�H�U��

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���V�W�R�U�L�H�V�����L�Q���³�5�L�S���Y�D�Q���:�L�Q�N�O�H���´���K�R�U�U�R�U���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W���L�V���E�U�R�X�J�K�W��

�D�E�R�X�W���L�Q���P�D�M�R�U���Z�D�\�V���E�\���D���V�K�L�I�W���L�Q���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���F�O�L�P�D�W�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�Q���O�H�D�G�V���W�R���F�R�Q�I�X�V�L�R�Q����

�D�O�L�H�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �P�L�V�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���� �3�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�� �D�U�H�� �W�K�X�V�� �F�O�R�V�H�O�\�� �W�L�H�G�� �W�R�� �6�F�R�Y�H�O�O�¶�V�� �F�K�D�L�Q��

�H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����D���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�V���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�����:�K�H�Q���D�V�N�H�G���Z�K�L�F�K���V�L�G�H��

�K�H���Y�R�W�H�G���R�Q���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���*�H�R�U�J�H���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���D�V���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W��

�8���6�����S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�����5�L�S���³�V�W�D�U�H�G���L�Q���Y�D�F�D�Q�W���V�W�X�S�L�G�L�W�\�´���D�Q�G���³�Z�D�V���D�W���D���O�R�V�V���W�R���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�G���W�K�H��

�T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�´�� ���,�U�Y�L�Q�J�� ���������� �+�H�� �W�K�H�Q�� �G�H�F�O�D�U�H�V�� �K�L�P�V�H�O�I�� �³�D�� �O�R�\�D�O�� �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �.�L�Q�J���´�� �Z�K�L�F�K��

�V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\�� �W�K�U�R�Z�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�U�R�Z�G�� �J�D�W�K�H�U�H�G�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �K�L�P�� �L�Q�W�R�� �G�L�V�R�U�G�H�U���� �³�+�H�U�H�� �D�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O��

�V�K�R�X�W���E�X�U�V�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���E�\�V�W�D�Q�G�H�U�V�² �µ�$���W�R�U�\�����D���W�R�U�\�����D���V�S�\�����D���5�H�I�X�J�H�H�����K�X�V�W�O�H���K�L�P�����D�Z�D�\��

�Z�L�W�K���K�L�P���¶�´�� ������������ �6�L�P�L�O�D�U���W�R���7�K�H���9�9�L�W�F�K���� �Z�K�H�U�H�L�Q���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���I�D�P�L�O�\���L�V���E�D�Q�L�V�K�H�G���I�U�R�P��

�W�K�H�L�U���K�R�P�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���D���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���F�O�D�V�K���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���U�H�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W�����5�L�S���Y�D�Q���:�L�Q�N�O�H��

�L�V���R�Q���W�K�H���Y�H�U�J�H���R�I���H�[�L�O�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���K�H���K�D�V���O�L�Y�H�G���L�Q���K�L�V���Z�K�R�O�H���O�L�I�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���K�H��

�K�D�V�� �H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�� �P�L�V�V�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�W�H�� �����W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���� �$�Q��
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Folk Horror, whilst often appropriating various aspects of folkloric themes and 
aesthetics (as well as history itself), is never all that fussed with a genuine, accurate 
recreation of folklore. It instead plays it through broad -stroke ideas which, in a populist 
medium, often build into genuine forms of rewrites of history and culture. (28)  
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American folklorists adapted folklore to nation -building beginning in the late 
nineteenth century with mythology of the frontier and pioneers as a basis for national 
heroes and legendry suggestive of a democratic, rugged individualist ethos. (18) 
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39 �7�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���V�W�D�U�N���W�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�\���L�Q���%�U�R�Q�Q�H�U�¶�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�V�¶���Z�R�U�N�V���W�R���F�R�P�S�D�U�H���µ�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶���W�R���µ�(�X�U�R�S�H�¶��
in terms of folklore. I want to acknowledge the differences among the different nations, cities, 
communities, and tribes in Europe, which have produced a multitude of folk traditions and materials of 
different types, none of which can be easily collapsed in a straightforward manner across an entire 
continent. My focus in this chapter is that this is equally true in the U.S., where the states, nations, and 
the groups that live there differ vastly from each other in terms of folk, folk culture, and folk traditions 
despite their belonging to the same country. As Bronner shows, European-American comparison serves 
as an easy and straightforward way to carve out the historical and contemporary similarities and 
differences of folklore that developed in the respective nations, and to survey the materials that were 
imported from the former to the latter places (and in some cases vice versa). However, especially the 
early folklorists he cites testify to the problematics of subsumption and non -specificity, not least in terms 
of naming. 
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This scholarship [on folklore] originated in Europe and was designed to fit European 
conditions. Märchen or animal tales or rune -songs will not be traced to Jamestown or 
Plymouth �² �V�D�Y�H�� �D�V�� �D�� �S�R�U�W�� �R�I�� �H�Q�W�U�\���� �>�«�@�� �7�K�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�� �Z�D�Q�W�V�� �W�R�� �N�Q�R�Z�� �Z�K�D�W��
happe�Q�V���W�R���I�R�O�N���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V�����>�«�@���,���K�D�Y�H���K�H�D�U�G���%�D�V�F�R�P���V�D�\���W�K�D�W���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J��
is so easy to collect as folklore. This may be true in Africa but it is not so in the United 
States. We are not sure where the folklore is, how to find it, what form it wil l take, or 
�K�R�Z�� �Y�L�D�E�O�H�� �L�W�� �L�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���� �1�R�U�� �F�D�Q�� �Z�H�� �V�S�H�D�N�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�Q�\�� �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�W�\�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �µ�W�K�H��
�F�X�O�W�X�U�H�¶�� �L�Q�� �G�H�D�O�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �Y�D�V�W�� �F�R�Q�J�O�R�P�H�U�D�W�H�� �V�R�F�L�H�W�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �6�W�D�W�H�V���� ���'�R�U�V�R�Q����
�³�7�K�H�R�U�\�´��������-199). 
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�,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���O�R�U�H���E�\���Q�R�Q���,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���E�\���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�L�Q�J���W�U�L�E�D�O���Z�R�U�N��

�L�Q�� �D�F�D�G�H�P�L�D���� �V�W�R�U�\�W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���� �D�Q�G�� �I�R�O�N�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���� �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�� �R�I�� �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�� �D�E�R�X�W��

�µ�1�D�W�L�Y�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�¶�� �D�V�� �D�� �F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\�� �G�H�Q�R�W�L�Q�J�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���� �O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�V���� �V�W�R�U�L�H�V����

�D�U�W�H�I�D�F�W�V�����D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���R�I���D�O�O���W�U�L�E�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���8���6�����D�V���D���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���S�H�U�V�L�V�W�V���L�Q���K�L�V���H�V�V�D�\��

�D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V�� �W�R�� �X�Q�G�H�U�F�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �D�Q�G��

�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���P�D�Q�\���1�D�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����J�U�R�X�S�V�����D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H�����$���P�R�U�H��

�Y�L�D�E�O�H���Z�D�\���W�R���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���W�U�L�E�H���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�H�V���K�D�Y�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O��

�I�R�O�N���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�V�����V�W�R�U�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���U�L�W�X�D�O�V���L�V���W�R���L�Q�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�H���D�Q�G���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�]�H���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�\���R�I���µ�I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H��

�L�Q�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�N�� �R�I�� �,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V�� �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�� �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �V�L�Q�J�X�O�D�U�� �W�U�L�E�H�V�� �R�U��

�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �Z�K�R�V�H�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �R�Z�Q�� �O�L�Y�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�R�U�N���� �V�R�P�H��

�H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���/�L�V�W�H�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���2�X�U���*�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V���6�W�R�U�L�H�V�����7�K�H���%�O�R�R�P�I�L�H�O�G���$�F�D�G�H�P�\��

�I�R�U���&�K�L�F�N�D�V�D�Z���)�H�P�D�O�H�V���������������������� �����������������E�\���1�D�W�L�Y�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���6�W�X�G�L�H�V���3�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U���D�Q�G��
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�&�R�E�E�� ���&�K�L�F�N�D�V�D�Z�������2�X�U�� �.�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�� �,�V�� �1�R�W�� �3�U�L�P�L�W�L�Y�H���� �'�H�F�R�O�R�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�� �%�R�W�D�Q�L�F�D�O��

�$�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�D�D�E�H�� �7�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J�V���������������� �E�\�� �3�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U�� �R�I�� �6�R�F�L�R�O�R�J�\�� �:�H�Q�G�\�� �0�D�N�R�R�Q�V�� �*�H�Q�L�X�V�]��

���&�U�H�H���0�p�W�L�V�������D�Q�G���(�D�V�W�H�U�Q���&�K�H�U�R�N�H�H���6�W�R�U�L�H�V�����$���/�L�Y�L�Q�J���2�U�D�O���7�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���,�W�V���&�X�O�W�X�U�D�O��

�&�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�D�Q�F�H���������������� �E�\�� �,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V�� �6�W�X�G�L�H�V�� �3�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U�� �6�D�Q�G�U�D�� �0�X�V�H�� �,�V�D�D�F�V�� ���(�D�V�W�H�U�Q��

�&�K�H�U�R�N�H�H���$�Q�L���W�V�L�V�T�X�D���� �%�L�U�G�� �&�O�D�Q������ �Z�K�L�F�K�� �D�O�V�R�� �D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�U�L�E�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �Q�R�W��

�K�R�P�R�J�H�Q�R�X�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�X�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�H���D���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���D�F�U�R�V�V���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W��

�J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�U�� �O�R�F�D�O�H�V���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �Z�R�U�N�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �S�R�L�Q�W�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�O�\��

�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���D�Q�G���I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P�����Q�D�W�X�U�H�����D�Q�G���W�U�L�E�D�O��

�I�R�O�N�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �H�F�R�F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���H�F�R�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���� �,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���� �D�Q�G�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�L�F��

�V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S���� �D�O�O�� �L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�U�H�� �K�H�D�Y�L�O�\�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�X�G�L�H�G���� �X�Q�G�H�U�I�X�Q�G�H�G���� �R�U��

�X�Q�G�H�U�D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�G�����Q�R�W���O�H�D�V�W���G�X�H���W�R���D���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�L�Q�J���L�Q���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���D�Q�G���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���V�S�D�F�H�V��

�R�I�� �Z�K�L�W�H�����P�D�O�H���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���R�Q���D���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �µ�,�Q�G�L�D�Q���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���¶���2�I�� �F�R�X�U�V�H���� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V��

�D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V�� �R�I�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�L�V�P�� �L�Q�� �U�D�F�L�D�O�� �R�U�� �H�W�K�Q�L�F�� �P�D�U�N�H�U�V�� �D�U�H�� �Q�H�L�W�K�H�U�� �Q�H�Z�� �Q�R�U��

�H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�� �W�R�� �D�Q�\�� �R�Q�H�� �I�L�H�O�G��40���+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �L�Q�� �S�D�U�W�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �R�I�� �G�L�V�D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H��

�P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �µ�I�R�O�N�¶�� �D�V�� �Q�R�X�Q�� �W�R�� �G�H�Q�R�W�H�� �J�U�R�X�S�V�� �R�I�� �S�H�R�S�O�H���� �L�W�� �V�H�H�P�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��

�I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�L�F�V�� �R�Q�� �D�� �O�D�U�J�H�U�� �V�F�D�O�H�� �V�W�L�O�O�� �V�X�I�I�H�U�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �F�O�D�V�K�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�V���R�I�� �O�D�U�J�H�U��

�D�Q�G���V�P�D�O�O�H�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���D�O�V�R���L�Q�I�R�U�P�V���W�K�H���W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���E�\��

�%�,�3�2�&�����)�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W���-�L�O�O���7�H�U�U�\���5�X�G�\���W�H�V�W�L�I�L�H�V���W�R���W�K�L�V���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�D�W�L�F���L�Q���K�H�U���H�[�S�O�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H��

�W�L�H�V�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�R�J�U�D�S�K�\�� �D�Q�G�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���� �L�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �V�K�H�� �S�R�L�Q�W�V�� �W�R�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W��

�'�D�Q���%�H�Q���$�P�R�V�¶�V���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���³�U�H�F�X�U�U�L�Q�J���G�X�D�O���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q���>�W�K�D�W�@���Z�L�O�O���U�H�P�D�L�Q���D��

�N�H�\�� �G�L�F�K�R�W�R�P�\�� �L�Q�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �J�O�R�E�D�O�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�� �V�W�X�G�L�H�V���� �X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G��

�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�L�V�P�´�����5�X�G�\�������������%�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�V���R�I���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���D�V��

�Z�H�O�O���D�V���W�K�R�V�H���R�I���D���O�D�U�J�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���G�L�Y�H�U�V�H���W�U�L�E�H�V���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���8���6�����R�Q��

 
40 �,�Q���K�L�V�� �H�V�V�D�\�� �³�:�K�D�W���:�H���:�D�Q�W���W�R���%�H���&�D�O�O�H�G���� �,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���3�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���3�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���R�Q���5�D�F�L�D�O���D�Q�G���(�W�K�Q�L�F��
�,�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���/�D�E�H�O�V���´���0�L�F�K�D�H�O���<�H�O�O�R�Z���%�L�U�G�����6�D�K�Q�L�V�K���D�Q�G���+�L�G�D�W�V�D���)�L�U�V�W���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����H�[�S�O�R�U�H�V���Q�D�P�L�Q�J���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���Z�L�W�K��
regard to Indigenous Studies programs at a variety of U.S. universities as well as data collected from 
�G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���D�P�R�Q�J���1�D�W�L�Y�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�V���L�Q���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�D���R�Q���³�K�R�Z���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���O�D�E�H�O�V���D�I�I�H�F�W���V�H�O�I-definition and identity, 
�L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����V�R�F�L�D�O���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���J�U�R�X�S���V�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�W�\���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���3�H�R�S�O�H�V�´�������������+�L�V��
�V�W�X�G�\���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�V���W�K�D�W���³�>�L�@�W���L�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�Q���H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���3�H�R�S�O�H���V�H�W�W�O�H��
on only one label. Instead, continued attempts should be made to understand the importance of the 
struggle to find racial and ethnic labels that clearly  reflect the social, cultural, and political diversity of 
�I�L�U�V�W���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V���3�H�R�S�O�H�V�´���������������Q�R�W���O�H�D�V�W���W�R���G�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���F�R�P�P�R�Q���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���R�I���F�R�Q�I�X�V�L�Q�J�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H����
Indian (i.e., from India) American and American Indian, or Native American and native (i.e., born in 
�W�K�H���8���6�������$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�����³�,�W���L�V���D�O�V�R���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�R���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���W�K�D�W���P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�E�H�O�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���X�V�H�G���W�R���U�H�I�H�U���W�R��
�,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���3�H�R�S�O�H�V���F�D�Q���E�H���O�R�D�G�H�G���D�Q�G���R�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H���L�Q���R�Q�H���Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�´���������������,�Q��Custer Died For Your 
Sins: An Indian Manifesto  (1969), Vine Deloria Jr. also poignantly writes about the settler -colonial 
�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���R�I���Q�D�P�L�Q�J���,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���S�H�R�S�O�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���O�D�Q�G�V�����³�Z�K�H�Q���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�H�G���E�\���D�Q���D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�O�R�J�L�V�W���R�Q���Z�K�D�W��
�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���Z�K�L�W�H���P�D�Q���F�D�P�H�����D�Q���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���V�D�L�G���V�L�P�S�O�\�����µ�2�X�U�V�¶�´�������������� 
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�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�O�N�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H���� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �R�Q�H�� �K�D�Q�G���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �S�H�U�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�� �D�W�W�H�P�S�W�� �D�W��

�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J�� �L�W�V�� �R�Z�Q�� ���Z�K�L�W�H���� �I�R�U�P�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�� �L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O�� �D�Q�G��

�H�[�W�H�U�Q�D�O���I�D�F�W�R�U�V�����R�Q���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U�����³�L�V�V�X�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���D�Q�G���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O���Z�H�L�J�K���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�O�\��

�L�Q���W�K�H�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�R�J�U�D�S�K�\�� �R�I�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �I�R�O�N�O�L�I�H�� �V�W�X�G�L�H�V�´�� ���5�X�G�\�� ���������� �$�V�� �V�X�F�K����

�µ�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�¶�� �D�V�� �D�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\�� �L�V���� �P�X�F�K�� �O�L�N�H�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V��

�D�Q�G���E�H�O�L�H�I�V���W�K�D�W���P�D�N�H���X�S���L�W�V���F�R�U�H�����D���F�R�Q�W�U�R�Y�H�U�V�L�D�O���D�Q�G���X�Q�U�H�O�L�D�E�O�H���P�\�W�K���L�W�V�H�O�I���W�K�D�W���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�V����

�R�Q�F�H�� �D�J�D�L�Q���� �W�K�H�� �G�H�V�L�U�H�� �I�R�U�� �Z�K�L�W�H�� �V�X�S�U�H�P�D�F�\�� �W�R�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�� �W�K�H�� �N�L�Q�G�V�� �R�I�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �D�Q�G��

�S�H�R�S�O�H�V���L�Q�����R�U���H�[�F�O�X�G�H�G���L�Q���8���6�����K�L�V�W�R�U�\���W�H�O�O�L�Q�J�� 

�/�L�N�H���%�H�Q���$�P�R�V�����K�L�V�W�R�U�L�R�J�U�D�S�K�H�U���5�R�V�H�P�D�U�\���/�p�Y�\���=�X�P�Z�D�O�W���D�O�V�R���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�V���D���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���F�O�D�V�K��

�D�P�R�Q�J���D�Q�G���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���V�W�U�D�Q�G�V���R�I���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�����³�O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�V���O�R�R�N�H�G��

�D�W���O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\���I�R�U�P�V���R�I���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���>�Z�K�L�O�H�@���W�K�H���D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�V���O�R�R�N�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���O�L�I�H���R�I��

�W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�Q�G���V�D�Z���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���L�W�´���������������D���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���F�R�Q�F�L�V�H�O�\���V�X�P�P�D�U�L�]�H�V��

�W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q���R�I���K�H�U���E�R�R�N���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���)�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���6�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S�����$���'�L�D�O�R�J�X�H���R�I���'�L�V�V�H�Q�W��

���������������D�Q�G���V�S�H�D�N�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���W�R���L�W�V���V�X�E�W�L�W�O�H�����5�X�G�\���D�O�V�R���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V���R�Q���=�X�P�Z�D�O�W�¶�V���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q��

�R�I�� �W�K�H�� �O�R�Q�J���V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �L�U�U�H�F�R�Q�F�L�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �D�P�R�Q�J�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�V�� �R�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H��

�D�Q�G���W�K�H���I�R�F�X�V���R�I���L�W�V���V�W�X�G�\���E�\���S�R�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���R�X�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���P�D�L�Q���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���S�O�D�J�X�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H��

�R�I���G�L�V�V�H�Q�W���L�V���³�Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�H���W�H�[�W���R�U���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���R�I���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U���R�I���V�W�X�G�\�´��

�������������0�R�V�W���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�L�F���Z�R�U�N���V�H�H�P�V���W�R���K�D�Y�H���E�H�F�R�P�H���V�L�W�X�D�W�H�G���V�R�P�H�Z�K�H�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���P�L�G�G�O�H��

�R�I���W�K�H�V�H���D�O�O�H�J�H�G���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H�V�����Q�R�W���O�H�D�V�W���W�K�D�Q�N�V���W�R���%�H�F�N�Z�L�W�K�����Z�K�R���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V�O�\���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�V��

�W�K�H�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J�� �E�R�W�K�� �I�L�H�O�G�V�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�L�F�� �L�Q�T�X�L�U�\�² �O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\�� �D�Q�G��

�D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�² �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���D�S�D�U�W�����6�K�H���I�L�Q�G�V���W�K�D�W���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H��

�³�P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�V���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�����L�W���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V���V�R�F�L�D�O���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�´�����T�W�G�����L�Q���5�X�G�\�������������Z�K�L�F�K�����W�R��

�K�H�U�����L�Q�H�Y�L�W�D�E�O�\���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���I�R�U�P�V���R�I���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���U�H�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J��

�I�R�O�N�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �J�R�� �E�H�\�R�Q�G�� �R�U�D�O�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �I�H�V�W�L�Y�H�� �U�L�W�X�D�O�V����

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W���$�O�D�Q���'�X�Q�G�H�V���H�F�K�R�H�V���W�K�L�V���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���K�L�V��

�D�G�D�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���X�S�G�D�W�L�Q�J���R�I���)�U�D�Q�]���%�R�D�V�¶�V���Y�L�H�Z���R�I���³�I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���D�V���D���P�L�U�U�R�U���R�I���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�´��������������

�Z�K�L�F�K���³�P�H�D�Q�W���W�K�D�W���D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���P�L�J�K�W���E�H���D���N�H�\���W�R���W�K�H���S�D�V�W�����L�W���O�L�N�H�Z�L�V�H���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�H�G���W�K�H��

�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���W�K�X�V���Z�D�V���D�O�V�R���D���N�H�\���W�R���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���´���7�K�L�V�����L�Q���W�X�U�Q�����D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�\��

�R�I���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���W�R���P�R�Y�H���I�U�R�P���D���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���W�K�H���µ�V�X�U�Y�L�Y�D�O�V�¶���R�I���D�O�O�H�J�H�G�O�\���G�H�D�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�V�����S�H�R�S�O�H�V����

�D�Q�G�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �³�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� �G�D�\�� �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�´�� �D�V�� �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���� �W�H�[�W�V���� �D�Q�G��

�W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�U�H�� �Y�H�U�\�� �P�X�F�K�� �D�O�L�Y�H�� ������������ �'�X�Q�G�H�V�¶�V�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V�� �R�Q�� �%�R�D�V�¶�V�� �Q�R�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I��

�³�I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���D�V���D���P�L�U�U�R�U���R�I���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�´���L�V���U�H�P�L�Q�L�V�F�H�Q�W���R�I���0�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W�¶�V���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���³�1�H�Z��

�(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���D�V�� �D�� �P�L�U�U�R�U�� �R�Q���W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G�´�����(�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���������� �7�K�H�V�H�� �L�G�H�D�V�� �F�R�Q�Y�H�U�J�H�� �L�Q�� �P�\�� �V�W�X�G�\��
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�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�� �F�U�R�V�V���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G�� �L�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�� �1�H�Z��

�(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���D�V���D���P�L�U�U�R�U���R�Q���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P�����Z�K�L�F�K���,���Z�L�O�O��

�U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�R���O�D�W�H�U���L�Q���W�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\�� 

�'�X�Q�G�H�V�¶�V���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���D�V���D���N�H�\���W�R���E�R�W�K���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H��

�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���O�H�G���W�R���K�L�V���D�V�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���³�E�L�Q�D�U�\���G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�´���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���³�D���P�H�W�K�R�G���I�R�U���V�W�X�G�\�L�Q�J��

�I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���L�Q���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���P�H�W�K�R�G���I�R�U���V�W�X�G�\�L�Q�J���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���L�Q���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�´���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�H�G��

�L�Q���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���V�W�X�G�L�H�V���X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H�����������V���Z�D�V���³�I�D�O�V�H�´���������������7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�����K�H���D�U�J�X�H�V�����W�K�H�U�H���Q�H�H�G�H�G��

�W�R���E�H���D���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���I�X�V�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���³�µ�O�L�I�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�¶���R�I���D���W�D�O�H���R�U���V�R�Q�J�´���D�Q�G���W�K�H���³�µ�O�L�I�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�¶���R�I��

�W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R���W�H�O�O���R�U���V�L�Q�J���L�W�´���������������7�K�L�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���V�W�H�S���L�Q���W�K�H���H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q����

�I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�L�F�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���L�Q���D�O�O���L�W�V��

�I�R�U�P�V���D�V���D���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H���D�Q�G���Y�L�D�E�O�H���R�E�M�H�F�W���R�I���V�W�X�G�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���R�I���D�O�O���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���D�Q�G��

�V�W�U�D�Q�G�V���R�I���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�L�F�V�����$�V���V�X�F�K�����O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���D�V���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���E�H�F�D�P�H���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�\���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H��

�Z�R�U�N�H�G�² �D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N�V�² �D�V���³�D���P�L�U�U�R�U���R�I���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�´���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�V���R�Q���W�K�H���W�L�P�H�����S�O�D�F�H�����D�Q�G��
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folklore and literature approaches distinctively focus on the dynamic (not inherently 
hierarchical) and intertextual relations of these two semiotic systems or cultural fields. 
Overall, such folklore and literature studies have increasingly moved away from 
universalizi ng frameworks and become more concerned with context-specific dynamics 
of genre and performance that connect questions of poetics with those of 
representation, commercialization, technology, and the politics of culture. (452)  
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�U�H�V�S�H�F�W���� 

I called my project �:�H���'�R�Q�¶�W���*�R���%�D�F�N, after a line in Murrain , the end of an exchange 
in which reason faces off against the old ways, pagan superstitions, old beliefs. We 
�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�H�����:�H���G�L�Y�L�Q�H���W�K�H���U�X�O�H�V�����G�L�V�F�D�U�G���W�K�H���R�O�G�����D�Q�G���P�D�N�H���Q�H�Z���U�X�O�H�V�����%�X�W���Z�H���G�R�Q�¶�W���J�R��
�E�D�F�N�����$�Q�G���R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H�����L�W�¶�V���Z�U�R�Q�J�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�I���Z�H���G�R�Q�¶�W�����Z�H���O�Rse. And if we do, we lose. It 
seems to me to be the line that defines the tension of folk horror, the thing that makes 
it horror. Out in the isolated places unusual superstitions flourish, and th ese are the 
�S�O�D�F�H�V���Z�H���F�D�P�H���I�U�R�P�����7�K�H���R�O�G���S�O�D�F�H�V�����(�Y�H�Q���L�I���W�K�H���R�O�G���J�R�G�V���K�D�Y�H���G�L�H�G�����W�K�H�U�H�¶�V���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J��
about these ancient geographies that makes new gods flourish where the old once 
reigned. The old grounds, lain fallow, are fertile for this sort of thing. Bu �W���Z�H���G�R�Q�¶�W���J�R��
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back. That way leads to madness. (7) 
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�µ�,�Q�G�L�D�Q���E�X�U�L�D�O���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V�¶���D�Q�G���O�\�Q�F�K�L�Q�J���V�L�W�H�V�����R�U���W�K�H�\���W�U�H�V�S�D�V�V���L�Q�W�R���R�W�K�H�U���S�H�R�S�O�H�V�¶���O�D�Q�G�V���D�V��
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42 �,�Q�� �K�H�U�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�� �F�K�D�S�W�H�U�� �R�Q�� �³�7�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �+�X�P�D�Q�� �6�D�F�U�L�I�L�F�H�� �L�Q�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �)�R�O�N�� �+�R�U�U�R�U���´�� �%�H�U�Q�L�F�H�� �0����
�0�X�U�S�K�\���Z�U�L�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���³�E�D�F�N�Z�R�R�G�V���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�´���L�Q���³�7�K�H���/�R�W�W�H�U�\�´���K�D�V���D���³�Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���D���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���W�K�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O��
�R�U���V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N���W�R���X�Q�G�H�U�S�L�Q���>�W�K�H�L�U�@���Z�D�\���R�I���O�L�I�H���´���R�Q�H���W�K�D�W���³�K�H�O�S�V���W�K�H�P���I�L�Q�G���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���D�Q�G���V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\��
�Z�L�W�K�L�Q���D���µ�F�K�D�R�W�L�F���D�Q�G���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�L�Q�J�¶���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�´�����������������7�K�L�V���Z�D�\���R�I���O�L�I�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V���D���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���³�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�H�´���L�Q��
�W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� ������������ �W�K�D�W�� �M�X�V�W�L�I�L�H�V�� �V�F�D�S�H�J�R�D�W�L�Q�J�� �D�V�� �D�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �³�W�L�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���� �D�Q�G����
subcon�V�F�L�R�X�V�O�\���R�U���Q�R�W�����W�K�H�\���N�Q�R�Z���L�W�´�������������� However, these community-�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���U�L�W�X�D�O�V���L�Q���³�7�K�H���/�R�W�W�H�U�\�´��
�D�U�H���³�Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���D���P�H�D�Q�V���R�I���U�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�L�Q�J���F�R�P�P�X�Q�D�O���E�R�Q�G�V�����W�K�H�\���D�U�H���D���W�U�D�S���Z�K�L�F�K���L�W���L�V���V�H�H�P�L�Q�J�O�\���L�P�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H��
�W�R�� �H�V�F�D�S�H�´�� �������������� �0�X�U�S�K�\�� �L�Q�D�G�Y�H�U�W�H�Q�W�O�\�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �W�K�H�P�H�� �R�I��
inevitability or determinism outlined by Ingham, as discussed earlier.  
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�V�K�D�S�H�V�K�L�I�W�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���J�R�U�J�R�Q�V�����$�V���:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�V���D�Q�G���X�V�H�V���K�H�U���S�V�\�F�K�L�F���D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����V�K�H��

�E�H�J�L�Q�V�� �W�R�� �F�K�D�V�H�� �Z�K�D�W�� �V�K�H�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\�� �E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�V�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �D�� �P�X�U�G�H�U�R�X�V�� �V�X�S�H�U�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �F�U�H�D�W�X�U�H��

�W�H�U�U�R�U�L�]�L�Q�J�� �K�H�U�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �Z�R�R�G�V���� �7�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �D�� �S�V�\�F�K�L�F�� �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R��

�K�H�U���D�Q�F�H�V�W�R�U���*�R�R�G�\���$�G�G�D�P�V�����D���F�R�Q�Y�L�F�W�H�G���Z�L�W�F�K���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\�����������V�����:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\���I�L�Q�G�V��

�R�X�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U���L�V�����L�Q���I�D�F�W�����K�X�P�D�Q�����D�Q�G���V�R���D�U�H���L�W�V���P�D�V�W�H�U�V�����E�R�W�D�Q�\���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���0�D�U�L�O�\�Q��

�7�K�R�U�Q�K�L�O�O�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�V�X�U�U�H�F�W�H�G�� �3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�� �I�R�X�Q�G�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �W�R�Z�Q�� �R�I�� �-�H�U�L�F�K�R���� �-�R�V�H�S�K��

�&�U�D�F�N�V�W�R�Q�H�����Z�K�R���D�U�H���E�R�W�K���G�H�I�H�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���H�Q�G���E�\���1�H�Y�H�U�P�R�U�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����,�Q���:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\�¶�V��
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�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���*�R�R�G�\�¶�V���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�L�Q�J�����K�H�U���D�Q�F�H�V�W�R�U���E�U�D�Y�H�O�\���S�U�R�F�O�D�L�P�V���K�H�U���L�Q�Q�R�F�H�Q�F�H���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H��

�W�K�H���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�F�K�K�X�Q�W�H�U���&�U�D�F�N�V�W�R�Q�H���D�Q�G���D���P�R�E���R�I���F�R�O�R�Q�L�V�W�V���Z�L�W�K���W�R�U�F�K�H�V�����Z�K�R���D�U�H���D�E�R�X�W��

�W�R���V�H�W���I�L�U�H���W�R���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���D�F�F�X�V�H�G���Z�L�W�F�K�H�V�� 

I am innocent. It is you, Joseph Crackstone, that should be tried. We were here before 
you, living in harmony with nature and the native folk. But you have stolen our land. 
You have slaughtered the innocent. You have robbed us of our peaceful spirit. You are 
�W�K�H���W�U�X�H���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�����$�O�O���R�I���\�R�X�������³�)�U�L�H�Q�G���R�U���:�R�H���´��Wednesday, season 1, episode 3) 

�8�S�R�Q�� �K�H�U�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�� �I�U�R�P�� �K�H�U�� �Y�L�V�L�R�Q���W�U�L�S���� �:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\�� �I�R�O�O�R�Z�V�� �W�K�H�� �V�X�S�H�U�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �P�R�Q�V�W�H�U��

�L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���Z�R�R�G�V���D�Q�G���V�H�H�V���W�K�H���P�D�U�N�V���L�W���O�H�D�Y�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���P�X�G���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P���I�U�R�P���O�D�U�J�H���S�D�Z�S�U�L�Q�W�V��

�L�Q�W�R���K�X�P�D�Q���I�R�R�W�S�U�L�Q�W�V�����O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���K�H�U���W�R���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H���W�K�D�W�����D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\�����³�W�K�H���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�¶�V���K�X�P�D�Q�´��

���³�)�U�L�H�Q�G���R�U���:�R�H�´�������7�K�H���V�K�R�Z�¶�V���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�����L�W�V���H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���R�I���F�U�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���I�U�R�P��

�I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�����L�W�V���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���L�W�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�H�V�² �Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q��

�W�R���U�H�S�H�D�W���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���U�H�W�X�U�Q���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�O�R�Q�L�]�H�U�² �����D�Q�G���L�W�V���F�R�U�H���R�X�W�F�R�P�H���W�K�D�W����

�G�H�V�S�L�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�F�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�� �L�V�� �U�H�S�O�H�W�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �Z�K�D�W�� �D�U�H�� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G�� �V�X�S�H�U�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O��

�P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V���� �W�K�H�� �U�H�D�O�� �P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�� �K�D�V�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �P�D�N�H���:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\���W�K�H�� �Q�H�Z�H�V�W��

�D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�� 

�7�K�L�V�� �Q�R�Q���H�[�K�D�X�V�W�L�Y�H�� �O�L�V�W�� �R�I�� �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V43���V�S�H�D�N�V�� �W�R�� �P�\�� �H�D�U�O�L�H�U�� �D�V�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��

�I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U�����O�L�N�H���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���8���6�������K�D�V���D���O�R�Q�J���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���D�V���D���W�U�D�Q�V�P�H�G�L�D�O���I�R�U�P���W�K�D�W���K�D�V��

�D�O�Z�D�\�V���X�V�H�G���I�R�O�N���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���I�R�U���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���I�R�U���S�R�U�W�U�D�\�D�O�V���R�I���W�K�H���I�H�D�U�V��

�D�Q�G���G�H�V�L�U�H�V���D�W���W�K�H���F�R�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����L�Q���S�D�U�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H��

�R�I���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���P�\�W�K�V���D�Q�G���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���J�R�W�K�L�F���V�W�R�U�L�H�V�����,�Q���K�L�V���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���R�Q���³�P�R�G�H�U�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���´��

�6�F�R�Y�H�O�O�� �D�O�V�R�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �³�P�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�V�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�V�´�� �L�V�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�¶�V��

�J�U�H�D�W�H�V�W�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V���� �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �K�H�� �D�U�J�X�H�V�� �W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �G�R�Q�H���³�W�R�� �V�S�H�D�N�� �R�I�� �P�R�U�H���P�R�G�H�U�Q����

�S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���W�U�D�X�P�D�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���P�L�V�R�J�\�Q�\�����Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�´���������������H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���D�G�G�H�G������

�$�V���,���K�R�S�H���W�R���K�D�Y�H���P�D�G�H���F�O�H�D�U���L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�����W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�O�\���P�R�G�H�U�Q���D�E�R�X�W��

�W�K�H�V�H�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�V���� �5�D�W�K�H�U�����W�K�H�\�� �K�D�Y�H�� �P�D�G�H�� �X�S�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�E�U�L�F�� �R�I�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H��

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���V�L�Q�F�H���L�W�V���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�V�����$�V���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V����

�G�X�H�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �X�U�J�H�Q�F�\�� �R�I�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���� �D�Q�G�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�V�� �U�H�O�D�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H��

 
43 �7�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���L�V���U�H�S�O�H�W�H���Z�L�W�K���O�L�V�W�V���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���W�H�[�W�V�����7�K�H�\���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���$�Q�G�U�H�Z���6�]�W�H�K�O�R�¶�V���³�7�R�S��
������ �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �)�R�O�N�� �+�R�U�U�R�U�� �6�W�R�U�L�H�V�´�� ���������������� �6�Y�H�W�O�D�Q�D�� �)�H�G�R�W�R�Y�¶�V�� �F�R�P�S�L�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �³�D�� �U�R�X�Q�G�H�G�� �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�� �R�I��
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���P�R�Y�L�H�V�´�������������������-�D�N�H���7�X�F�N�H�U�¶�V���³�7�R�X�U���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���)�R�O�N���+�R�U�U�R�U�´�������������������D�Q�G�����P�R�V�W��
�U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�����-�H�V�V�L�F�D���&�K�D�P�E�H�U�V�¶�V���O�L�V�W���R�I���³�������+�R�U�U�R�U���0�R�Y�L�H�V���%�D�V�H�G���R�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���)�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�´���������������² all of which 
�V�K�D�U�H�� �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�� �R�Y�H�U�O�D�S�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �W�H�[�W�V�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G�� �L�Q�� �P�\�� �V�W�X�G�\���� �,�� �I�L�Q�G�� �6�]�W�H�K�O�R�¶�V�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q��
especially useful for my theorization of American folk horror because he takes a transmedial approach 
by including short stories, comic books, films, and TV shows instead of focusing solely on movies like 
most other collectors of these lists. 
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�$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H���D�V���D���Q�X�F�O�H�X�V���R�I���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P���D�Q�G���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P�����Z�H���V�H�H���D���U�H�F�H�Q�W���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���L�Q��

�I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V�� �G�H�D�O�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �W�U�D�X�P�D�W�D�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�U�P�� �R�I�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�� �D�Q�G��

�K�R�U�U�R�U�� �W�H�[�W�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�U�H�� �H�L�W�K�H�U�� �V�H�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �S�D�V�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �W�U�D�X�P�D�W�D�¶�V�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�� �P�R�P�H�Q�W�V�� �R�U��

�W�K�H�P�D�W�L�]�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �D�I�W�H�U�O�L�Y�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�� �P�R�P�H�Q�W���� �7�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �W�U�X�H�� �L�Q�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �I�R�O�N��

�K�R�U�U�R�U�����D�Q�G���L�I���Z�H���F�R�Q�F�H�L�Y�H���R�I���W�K�H���J�H�Q�U�H���D�V���R�Q�H���Z�L�W�K���U�R�R�W�V���L�Q���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P���D�Q�G���H�D�U�O�\��

�K�R�U�U�R�U���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�����W�K�H�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S���P�X�V�W���V�X�U�H�O�\���E�H���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���Z�L�W�K��

�W�K�H�� �P�X�O�W�L�W�X�G�H�� �R�I�� �F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �E�X�W�� �D�O�V�R�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �U�H���H�[�D�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �R�O�G�H�U��

�W�H�[�W�V�����,�Q���W�K�L�V���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�����6�F�R�Y�H�O�O���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�V���W�K�D�W���P�R�G�H�U�Q���R�U���P�R�U�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���W�H�[�W�V���F�D�Q��

�E�H�� �F�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�H�G�� �D�V�� �³�>�X�@�V�L�Q�J�� �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�� �W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�� �W�U�D�F�H�V�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�Q�H�U�� �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�V�� �R�I�� �)�R�O�N��

�+�R�U�U�R�U���W�R���D�V�V�H�V�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���L�V�V�X�H�V���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q���U�H�I�O�H�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H���S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O��

�F�O�L�P�D�W�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���S�H�U�L�R�G���R�I�����������V���%�U�L�W�D�L�Q���L�Q���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�´�����������������2�Q���W�K�H���R�Q�H���K�D�Q�G�����W�K�L�V���L�G�H�D��

�L�V�� �X�V�H�I�X�O�� �I�R�U�� �P�\�� �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �L�W���W�H�V�W�L�I�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H��
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American Studies, Information and Media Literacy, and the COVID -�������3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�´�������������������.�D�U�V�W�H�Q���)�L�W�]��
�D�Q�G�� �)�O�R�U�L�D�Q�� �=�L�W�]�H�O�V�E�H�U�J�H�U�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�X�D�O�L�]�H�� �W�K�L�V�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �,�0�/�� �E�\�� �D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�L�Q�J�� �³�W�K�H�� �Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G��
development of IML [Information and Media Literacy] in the American Studies class �U�R�R�P���´���7�K�H�\���D�U�J�X�H��
�W�K�D�W���³�/�L�W�H�U�D�F�\���0�D�W�W�H�U�V�´���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���,�0�/���P�D�W�W�H�U�V���L�Q���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���³�S�X�U�V�X�H�V���W�K�H���J�R�D�O���R�I���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���D��
conceptual framework for the competent handling and critical use of information and its medial and 
technological mediation contexts. �´���)�U�R�P���W�K�L�V���L�W���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V���W�K�D�W�����³�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���6�W�X�G�L�H�V���D�V���D�Q���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F��
discipline has made it its mission to understand and interpret American cultural products in their 
respective socio-historical contexts, IML necessarily plays a fundamental role in conte mporary 
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���6�W�X�G�L�H�V�´�����)�L�W�]���D�Q�G���=�L�W�]�H�O�V�E�H�U�J�H�U���� 
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�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �G�L�Y�H�U�V�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V�� �µ�R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�¶�´�� ������������ �Z�K�R�� �D�U�H�� �Q�R�W�� �R�Q�O�\��

�F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �I�D�V�W���H�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J�� �W�U�H�Q�G�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �E�X�W�� �D�O�V�R�� �Z�L�W�K��

�Q�D�Y�L�J�D�W�L�Q�J�� �R�S�W�L�R�Q�� �S�D�U�D�O�\�V�L�V�� �R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�� �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �Q�H�Z�� �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�L�U��

�D�O�U�H�D�G�\�� �O�R�Q�J���O�L�V�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�R���G�R���� �W�R���U�H�D�G���� �D�Q�G�� �W�R���Z�D�W�F�K���� �7�K�H�� �Z�D�\�� �W�K�H�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W�� �L�V�� �W�K�X�V��

�L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�D�L�O�\���O�L�Y�H�V���R�I���D�O�O���S�H�R�S�O�H�² �U�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���H�[�W�H�Q�W���W�R���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�\���H�Q�J�D�J�H��

�Z�L�W�K�� �R�U�� �D�U�H�� �X�V�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �V�R�F�L�D�O�� �P�H�G�L�D�� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �R�Q�O�L�Q�H�� �V�S�D�F�H�V�² �U�H�G�H�I�L�Q�H�V�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�� �L�Q��

�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���Z�D�\�V���D�Q�G���R�S�H�Q�V���X�S���W�K�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�V���R�I���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����E�H�O�L�H�I�����D�Q�G���U�L�W�X�D�O���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I��

�W�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���Q�H�Z���D�Q�G���U�H�V�L�W�X�D�W�H�G���I�R�U�P�V���R�I���V�W�R�U�\�W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\���I�R�O�N���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H����

�'�L�J�L�W�D�O���P�H�D�Q�V���R�I���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�X�V���V�K�R�Z���X�V���W�K�D�W���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���S�O�D�F�H�V���D�U�H���Q�R��

�O�R�Q�J�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �R�Q�O�\���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�� �R�U�� �Y�L�D�E�O�H�� �V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�V�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H�� �I�R�X�Q�G�� �R�U�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G����

�U�D�W�K�H�U�����V�L�W�H�V���R�I���I�R�O�N���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���E�H�F�R�P�H���W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���P�X�O�W�L�G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�D�O���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���Q�H�Z��

�I�R�U�P�V���R�I�� �³�V�K�D�U�L�Q�J���O�R�U�H���R�Q�O�L�Q�H�´�����5�X�G�\������������ �,�Q���)�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���'�L�J�L�W�D�O���$�J�H���� �&�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G��

�(�V�V�D�\�V�������������������9�L�R�O�H�W�W�D���.�U�D�Z�F�]�\�N���:�D�V�L�O�H�Z�V�N�D���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�V���L�Q���W�K�L�V���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W��

�F�D�Q���E�H���U�H�D�G���³�D�V���D�Q���H�Q�F�\�F�O�R�S�D�H�G�L�D���R�I���J�O�R�E�D�O���I�R�O�N�´���������������D�Q�G���L�Q���)�R�O�N���&�X�O�W�X�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���'�L�J�L�W�D�O��

�$�J�H���� �7�K�H�� �(�P�H�U�J�H�Q�W�� �'�\�Q�D�P�L�F�� �R�I�� �+�X�P�D�Q�� �,�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q������������������ �7�U�H�Y�R�U�� �-���� �%�O�D�Q�N�� �P�X�V�H�V��

�W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D�Q���L�Q�E�R�U�Q���µ�I�R�O�N�¶���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���F�\�E�H�U�V�S�D�F�H���E�\���Y�L�U�W�X�H���R�I���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���S�H�R�S�O�H��

�D�U�H���E�H�K�L�Q�G���H�Y�H�U�\���V�\�P�E�R�O�L�F���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���W�D�N�H�V���S�O�D�F�H���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���Q�H�Z���P�H�G�L�D��

�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�´�� ���������� �$�V�� �V�X�F�K���� �U�D�W�K�H�U�� �W�K�D�Q�� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �P�X�W�X�D�O�O�\�� �H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H���� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J��

�D�Q�G�� �G�L�V�V�H�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�� �L�Q�� �F�\�E�H�U�V�S�D�F�H�� �V�H�U�Y�H�� �D�V�� �³�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

�H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V���D�P�L�G���U�H�W�H�O�O�L�Q�J�����U�H���F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���D�G�D�S�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�´�����5�X�G�\�������������,�Q��

�W�D�N�L�Q�J�� �X�S�� �%�H�F�N�Z�L�W�K�¶�V�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�� �L�G�H�D�V�� �R�Q�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�� �D�V�� �D�� �I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I��

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H�� �L�Q�� �D�O�O�� �H�U�D�V���� �I�R�U�P�V���� �D�Q�G�� �V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�V���� �5�X�G�\�� �W�K�X�V�� �E�U�L�G�J�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �J�D�S�� �I�U�R�P��

�G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���J�H�Q�U�H�V���D�Q�G���W�H�[�W���W�\�S�H�V���R�I���O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�² �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���I�D�L�U�\���W�D�O�H�V�����V�R�Q�J�V����

�D�Q�G�� �S�U�R�Y�H�U�E�V�² �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D�W�X�V�� �D�Q�G�� �U�R�O�H�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �G�L�J�L�W�D�O���D�J�H���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �D�O�V�R�� �E�U�L�Q�J�V��

�D�E�R�X�W�� �Q�H�Z�� �Z�D�\�V�� �R�I�� �F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �V�K�D�U�L�Q�J�� �O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �D�Q�G���D�V�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �,��

�H�[�S�O�R�U�H���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���E�H�O�R�Z�� 

�2�W�K�H�U���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�V�����V�X�F�K���D�V���5�X�V�V�H�O�O���)�U�D�Q�N���D�Q�G���$�Q�G�U�H�Z���3�H�F�N�����D�G�G���H�[�S�O�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���Q�H�Z�V�²

�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\�� �I�D�N�H�� �Q�H�Z�V�² �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�R�U�\�� �R�I�� �G�L�J�L�W�D�O�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���� �)�U�D�Q�N�� �G�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K�H�V��

�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���W�\�S�H�V���R�I���I�D�N�H���Q�H�Z�V�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����W�K�R�V�H���W�K�D�W���I�L�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���Z�D�\���L�Q�W�R���P�H�G�L�D��

�U�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���� �W�K�R�V�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �S�D�U�R�G�\�� �R�U�� �V�D�W�L�U�L�]�H�� �Q�H�Z�V�� �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V�� �R�U�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�R�V�H��

�H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�² �R�I�W�H�Q���X�Q�L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�² �R�Q���E�O�R�J�V���R�U���L�Q���I�R�U�X�P�V�����P�D�N�L�Q�J��

�L�W�� �³�G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W�� �W�R�� �G�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �I�D�F�W�� �D�Q�G�� �U�X�P�R�U���� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �I�D�F�W�� �D�Q�G�� �R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q���� �D�Q�G��

�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �I�D�F�W�� �D�Q�G�� �I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�´�� ���������������������� �$�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �W�L�P�H���� �W�K�H�� �³�F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H�� �X�V�H�� �R�I�� �U�H�F�\�F�O�H�G��
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�P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�� �R�I�� �V�K�D�U�L�Q�J�� �R�X�U�� �L�G�H�D�V�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D�W�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G�´�� �L�Q�� �Q�R�Q��

�W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�L�Q�J�� �Z�D�\�V�� �V�S�H�D�N�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�\�V�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�U�P�� �R�I�� �³�F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U���P�H�G�L�D�W�H�G��

�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�´���G�H�I�L�Q�H�V���W�K�H���³�F�L�Y�L�O���V�S�K�H�U�H�´�����)�U�D�Q�N���������������Z�K�H�U�H���I�D�N�H���Q�H�Z�V���F�D�Q���E�H�F�R�P�H��

�S�D�U�W���R�I���P�H�G�L�D���D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�P�����3�H�F�N�����E�\���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�����I�R�F�X�V�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���G�L�V�V�H�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q��

�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���R�I���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���I�D�N�H���Q�H�Z�V���E�H�F�R�P�H���G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���D�P�S�O�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�I�I�R�U�G�H�G��

�E�\���Q�H�Z���P�H�D�Q�V���R�I���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� 

�L�W���L�V���Q�R�W���W�K�H���Z�L�G�H�V�S�U�H�D�G���F�L�U�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���µ�I�D�F�W�¶���Y�L�D���D�Q���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�O���R�U���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�F���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���Q�R�U���L�V���L�W��
the coverage of vernacular practice by major news organizations; instead, it is how the 
affordances built into social media change how news informally circulates, gains 
visibility, and becomes legitimated through widespread or mainstream 
�D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�P�H�Q�W�������³�3�U�R�E�O�H�P�´���������� 

�7�K�H�U�H�E�\���� �W�D�U�J�H�W�H�G�� �I�D�N�H�� �Q�H�Z�V�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H�F�R�P�H�� �Q�R�U�P�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�U�P�� �R�I�� �³�G�L�V�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��

�F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�V�����I�D�O�V�H���F�R�Q�W�U�R�Y�H�U�V�L�H�V���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�H�G���W�R���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H���E�X�]�]�����D�Q�G���K�D�S�K�D�]�D�U�G�O�\���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G��

�V�R�F�L�D�O�� �P�H�G�L�D�� �W�U�H�Q�G�V�´�� �W�K�D�W�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\�� �³�E�H�F�R�P�H���W�K�H�� �Q�H�Z�V�� �L�Q�� �D�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W�� �R�Q�O�\��

�V�R�F�L�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �Y�H�U�Q�D�F�X�O�D�U�� �E�X�W�� �D�O�V�R�� �D�O�J�R�U�L�W�K�P�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O�´�� ���3�H�F�N���� �³�3�U�R�E�O�H�P�´�� ������������

�'�L�J�L�W�D�O�O�\���G�L�V�V�H�P�L�Q�D�W�H�G���D�Q�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���I�R�U�P�V���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���D�O�V�R���V�S�H�D�N���W�R���W�K�H��

�G�D�Q�J�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����7�K�L�V���L�V���H�[�H�P�S�O�L�I�L�H�G���E�\���Z�L�G�H�V�S�U�H�D�G���E�H�O�L�H�I�V���L�Q���D�Q�G���U�H�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�V���R�I��

�W�K�H���O�H�J�H�Q�G���R�I���µ�7�K�H���6�O�H�Q�G�H�U���0�D�Q���¶���Z�K�L�F�K���0�H�K�H�U�D���%�R�Q�Q�H�U���U�H�D�G�V���D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���I�D�N�H���Q�H�Z�V�����³�R�U��

�L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �F�D�V�H���� �I�D�N�H�� �X�U�E�D�Q���O�H�J�H�Q�G���L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G�� �Q�H�Z�V���´�� �7�K�H�� �6�O�H�Q�G�H�U�� �0�D�Q�� �L�V�� �D�� �W�D�O�O���� �W�K�L�Q����

�I�H�D�W�X�U�H�O�H�V�V�� �K�X�P�D�Q�R�L�G�� �L�Q�� �D�� �E�O�D�F�N�� �V�X�L�W���� �R�I�W�H�Q���R�U�G�D�L�Q�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K���R�F�W�R�S�X�V���O�L�N�H�� �W�H�Q�W�D�F�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G��

�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G�� �D�V�� �D�Q�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W�� �F�X�O�W�� �O�H�D�G�H�U���� �Z�K�R�� �L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G�� ���D�Q�G�� �D�O�O�H�J�H�G�O�\�� �R�U�G�H�U�H�G���� �W�Z�R�� ������

�\�H�D�U���R�O�G���J�L�U�O�V���W�R���V�W�D�E���D���I�U�L�H�Q�G�����Z�K�R���E�D�U�H�O�\���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�H�G���W�K�H���D�W�W�D�F�N�����G�X�U�L�Q�J���D���E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\���S�D�U�W�\��

�L�Q�� �:�L�V�F�R�Q�V�L�Q�� �L�Q�� ������������ �$�V�� �6�K�L�U�D�� �&�K�H�V�V�� �D�Q�G�� �(�U�L�F�� �1�H�Z�V�R�P�� �Z�U�L�W�H�� �L�Q���)�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���� �+�R�U�U�R�U��

�6�W�R�U�L�H�V���� �D�Q�G���W�K�H�� �6�O�H�Q�G�H�U�� �0�D�Q���� �7�K�H�� �'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �D�Q�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W�� �0�\�W�K�R�O�R�J�\������������������

�G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���³�P�R�U�D�O���S�D�Q�L�F�´���W�K�D�W���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���W�K�L�V���U�H�D�O���V�W�D�E�E�L�Q�J���L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W�����L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�R�U�V���I�R�X�Q�G��

�W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�X�S�H�U�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���F�U�H�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���6�O�H�Q�G�H�U���0�D�Q���Z�D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���³�D���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�F��

�K�R�U�U�R�U���W�K�D�W���K�D�G���D�U�L�V�H�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W�����W�K�D�W���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���E�\���D���I�H�Z���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G��

�E�\���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���K�D�O�I���G�H�F�D�G�H�����U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���D���Y�D�V�W���D�Q�G���W�D�Q�J�O�H�G���P�\�W�K�R�V���´���:�K�L�O�H��

�V�R�P�H���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���:�L�V�F�R�Q�V�L�Q���F�D�V�H���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���6�O�H�Q�G�H�U���0�D�Q���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���D���U�H�D�O��

�H�Q�W�L�W�\�����R�W�K�H�U�V���³�J�D�Y�H���P�X�U�G�H�U�R�X�V���D�J�H�Q�F�\���W�R���W�K�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�´�������������$�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V���R�I���D�O�O�H�J�H�G���U�H�D�O��

�O�L�I�H���V�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J�V���R�I���W�K�H���6�O�H�Q�G�H�U���0�D�Q���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���8���6�����I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G�����Z�K�L�F�K���O�H�D�G���D���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���Q�H�Z�V��

�R�X�W�O�H�W�V���W�R���Z�R�Q�G�H�U���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�² �D�Q�G���O�R�F�D�O���S�H�R�S�O�H�² �F�D�Q���G�R���W�R���V�W�R�S���W�K�H���F�U�H�D�W�X�U�H����

�D�Q�G�� �W�R�� �S�X�W���D�Q���H�Q�G�� �W�R�� �L�W�V���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�U�H�E�\�� �L�W�V���F�R�U�U�X�S�W�L�Y�H�� �L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�� �R�Q�� �V�X�V�F�H�S�W�L�E�O�H��

�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G���D�G�R�O�H�V�F�H�Q�W�V�� 
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�:�K�D�W���L�V���O�R�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V���L�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���6�O�H�Q�G�H�U���0�D�Q���L�V���W�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W���R�I���D���3�K�R�W�R�V�K�R�S�S�H�G��

�S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K���W�X�U�Q�H�G���P�H�P�H���S�R�V�W�H�G���R�Q���D�Q���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���F�R�P�H�G�\���I�R�U�X�P���L�Q�������������� �Z�K�L�F�K���V�K�R�Z�V��

�W�K�H���X�Q�F�D�Q�Q�\���F�U�H�D�W�X�U�H���O�X�U�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G���D�W���D���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���S�O�D�\�J�U�R�X�Q�G�����7�K�H���L�P�D�J�H��

�F�D�S�W�L�R�Q���F�O�D�L�P�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K���L�V���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���D���I�L�U�H���D�W���W�K�H���6�W�L�U�O�L�Q�J���&�L�W�\���/�L�E�U�D�U�\���L�Q��

�%�X�W�W�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D�����L�Q���������������G�X�U�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�F�K���I�R�X�U�W�H�H�Q���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�O�O�H�J�H�G�O�\���Y�D�Q�L�V�K�H�G����

�,�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R�� �W�K�H���H�G�L�W�H�G���Y�R�O�X�P�H���6�O�H�Q�G�H�U���0�D�Q���,�V���&�R�P�L�Q�J���� �&�U�H�H�S�\�S�D�V�W�D���D�Q�G��

�&�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���/�H�J�H�Q�G�V���R�Q���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W�������������������7�U�H�Y�R�U���-�����%�O�D�Q�N���D�Q�G���/�\�Q�Q�H���6�����0�F�1�H�L�O�O��

�Z�U�L�W�H���W�K�D�W 

Slender Man is, perhaps, the best example of an intentionally created legend that has 
hit all the right notes required to be believable, and while the character initially resided 
�P�R�V�W�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�U�Q�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W�����K�H�¶�V���E�H�H�Q���V�W�H�S�S�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���O�L�P�H�O�L�J�K�W��lately, with a 
growing notoriety that has intrigued folklorists and folk alike. (3)  

�$�V���W�K�H���W�L�W�O�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���E�R�R�N���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V�����W�K�H���6�O�H�Q�G�H�U���0�D�Q���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�D�N�H���X�S��

�K�L�V�� �O�H�J�H�Q�G�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�Z�R�U�N�� �W�K�H�P�� �L�Q�W�R�� �Q�H�Z�� �I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �I�D�E�U�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�U�H�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �D�� �O�D�U�J�H�U��

�O�H�J�H�Q�G�D�U�\�� �D�U�F�K�L�Y�H�� �V�K�D�U�H�G�� �D�F�U�R�V�V�� �W�K�H�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W�� �F�D�O�O�H�G�� �µ�F�U�H�H�S�\�S�D�V�W�D���¶�� �7�K�L�V�� �W�H�U�P�� �I�L�U�V�W��

�D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���D�U�R�X�Q�G�������������D�Q�G���H�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�O�D�Q�J���Z�R�U�G���µ�F�R�S�\�S�D�V�W�D���¶���Z�K�L�F�K���L�Q��

�W�X�U�Q���G�H�U�L�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���µ�F�R�S�\���S�D�V�W�H�¶���D�V���D���³�V�K�R�U�W�K�D�Q�G���I�R�U���D�Q�\���E�O�R�F�N���R�I���W�H�[�W���W�K�D�W���L�V���U�H�S�H�D�W�H�G�O�\��

�F�R�S�L�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �S�D�V�W�H�G���W�R�� �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�� �R�Q�O�L�Q�H�� �I�R�U�X�P�V�´�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\�� �P�R�G�L�I�L�H�G���� �D�Q�Q�R�W�D�W�H�G����

�U�H�L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�H�G�����D�Q�G���U�H�V�K�D�U�H�G���L�Q���F�R�X�Q�W�O�H�V�V���Z�D�\�V�����I�R�U�P�V�����D�Q�G���V�S�D�F�H�V�����7�K�H�V�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���R�I��

�U�H�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�L�W�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�W�H�Q�� �U�H�D�F�K�� �D�� �S�R�L�Q�W�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�� �L�P�D�J�H���� �L�G�H�D���� �R�U��

�P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�� �L�V�� �E�D�U�H�O�\�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�D�E�O�H�� �D�Q�\�P�R�U�H�� �D�Q�G���R�U�� �K�D�V�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\�� �D�E�D�Q�G�R�Q�H�G�� �L�W�V��

�L�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�� �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�U���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���� �&�U�H�H�S�\�S�D�V�W�D�� �L�V�� �W�K�X�V�� �³�D�Q�� �H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�W�� �J�H�Q�U�H�� �R�I�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W��

�I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���W�K�D�W���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �G�L�V�V�H�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �D�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�� �V�W�\�O�H�� �R�I�� �F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H��

�K�R�U�U�R�U���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G�� �L�P�D�J�H�V���´�� �R�I�� �Z�K�L�F�K���6�O�H�Q�G�H�U���0�D�Q���³�L�V���D�U�J�X�D�E�O�\���W�K�H�� �P�R�V�W���Z�H�O�O���N�Q�R�Z�Q��

�H�[�D�P�S�O�H�´�����%�O�D�Q�N���D�Q�G���0�F�1�H�L�O�O�����������6�L�P�L�O�D�U���W�R���/�R�Y�H�F�U�D�I�W�¶�V���&�W�K�X�O�K�X���0�\�W�K�R�V�����6�O�H�Q�G�H�U���0�D�Q��

�P�\�W�K�R�O�R�J�\���K�D�V���J�U�R�Z�Q���L�Q�W�R���D���W�U�D�Q�V�P�H�G�L�D�O���S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�R�Q�����Q�R�W���O�H�D�V�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q��

�R�I���W�K�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���D�V���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���I�L�J�X�U�H���L�Q���Y�L�G�H�R���J�D�P�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���W�K�H���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�H���U�H�D�O�L�W�\���Z�H�E��

�V�H�U�L�H�V���J�D�P�H���0�D�U�E�O�H���+�R�U�Q�H�W�V���������������� �D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���S�H�U�V�R�Q���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�D�O���K�R�U�U�R�U���J�D�P�H��

�6�O�H�Q�G�H�U���� �7�K�H�� �(�L�J�K�W�� �3�D�J�H�V���������������� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�V�� �V�H�T�X�H�O���6�O�H�Q�G�H�U���� �7�K�H�� �$�U�U�L�Y�D�O������������������ �7�K�H��

�6�O�H�Q�G�H�U���0�D�Q���L�V���D�O�V�R���W�K�H���L�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���D�J�H�Q�W���R�I�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H���I�R�X�Q�G���I�R�R�W�D�J�H��

�V�X�S�H�U�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���I�L�O�P���$�O�Z�D�\�V���:�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J�����$���0�D�U�E�O�H���+�R�U�Q�H�W�V���6�W�R�U�\�������������������D�Q���D�G�D�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��

�W�K�H�� ���������� �J�D�P�H���� �D�Q�G���� �P�R�V�W�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �V�X�S�H�U�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �I�L�O�P��

�6�O�H�Q�G�H�U�P�D�Q������������������ �Z�K�L�F�K�� �U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G�� �K�D�U�V�K�� �F�U�L�W�L�F�L�V�P�� �I�U�R�P�� �U�H�Y�L�H�Z�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G���� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\����

�I�U�R�P�� �S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �J�L�U�O�V�� �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� ���������� �:�L�V�F�R�Q�V�L�Q�� �D�W�W�D�F�N���� �$�� �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\��
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�V�X�U�Y�H�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�W�D�E�E�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G���L�Q�������������X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���W�L�W�O�H���%�H�Z�D�U�H���W�K�H���6�O�H�Q�G�H�U�P�D�Q����

�Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V�� �E�R�W�K�� �V�F�H�Q�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �V�R�P�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �D�I�R�U�H�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G�� �J�D�P�H�V�� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V��
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tendency of folk traditions of many cultures to associate wilderness with the 
supernatural and monstrous. There was a quality of mystery about the wilderness, 
particularly at night, that triggered the imagination. To frightened eyes the limbs of 
trees became grotesque, leaping figures, and the wind sounded like a weird scream. The 
wild forest seemed animated. Fantastic creatures of every description were thought to 
lurk in its depths. Whether propitiated with sacrifices as deities or regarded as devils, 
these forest beings were feared. (10-11) 
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there were many others who leaked valuable information about intelligence operations 
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activities of the deep state, but it also fed into the public imagination, creating a chilly 
atmosphere that would only worsen with further disclosures. (Curlew)  
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�D�Q�G���F�D�U�U�L�H�G���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���D�Q�[�L�H�W�L�H�V���W�K�H���6�O�H�Q�G�H�U���0�D�Q���D�O�V�R���V�W�D�Q�G�V���I�R�U�����I�L�U�V�W���D�Q�G��

�I�R�U�H�P�R�V�W���� �W�K�H�� �I�H�D�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� ���U�D�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G���� �2�W�K�H�U�� �F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�O�\�� �O�X�U�N�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G��

�Z�K�H�Q�F�H�� �L�W���L�V�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �U�H�D�G�\�� �W�R�� �D�W�W�D�F�N���� �V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �O�R�Q�J�� �8���6���� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �R�I��

�I�H�D�U�V�� �R�I�� �R�X�W�V�L�G�H�U�V���� �,�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���� �%�O�D�Q�N�� �D�Q�G�� �0�F�1�H�L�O�O�� �D�U�J�X�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �Y�L�F�L�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V��

�D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�G���H�[�H�F�X�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���6�O�H�Q�G�H�U���0�D�Q���³�U�H�I�O�H�F�W�V���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���D�V���D���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q��

�L�Q�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�´�� ������������ �P�R�U�H�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���� �7�K�H�\�� �D�O�V�R�� �S�R�L�Q�W�� �R�X�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �³�V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G��
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�6�W�D�W�H�V���� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�� �K�D�Y�H�� �O�H�D�U�Q�H�G�� �W�R�� �I�H�D�U�� �W�K�H�� �µ�E�R�R�J�H�U�P�D�Q�¶�´�� �������������� �D�Q�� �L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�H�G�� �V�F�D�U�H�� �W�R��

�U�H�P�L�Q�G�� �W�K�H�P�� �W�R�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�� �K�R�P�H�� �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �G�D�U�N���� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �I�L�J�X�U�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�O�V�R�� �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V�� �L�Q�� �P�X�F�K��

�$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���D�Q�G���1�D�W�L�Y�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���O�R�U�H�����I�U�R�P���Z�K�L�F�K���L�W���Z�D�V���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���P�D�L�Q�V�W�U�H�D�P��

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V���D���W�H�U�U�L�I�\�L�Q�J���µ�G�D�U�N���P�D�Q�¶���K�D�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���K�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����7�K�L�V��

�G�D�U�N�Q�H�V�V���� �Z�K�L�O�H���R�I�W�H�Q���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���D�Z�D�\���D�V�� �D�O�O�H�J�H�G�O�\���U�H�I�H�U�U�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���P�D�Q�¶�V���E�O�D�F�N���V�X�L�W�²

�Z�K�L�F�K���� �L�Q�� �W�X�U�Q���� �L�Q�Y�R�N�H�V�� �6�O�H�Q�G�H�U�� �O�R�U�H�² �L�V�� �U�D�W�K�H�U�� �S�U�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G�� �R�Q�� �G�D�U�N�� �V�N�L�Q�� �F�R�O�R�U�V����

�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H���E�R�R�J�H�\�P�D�Q�² �R�I�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �W�K�H�� �6�O�H�Q�G�H�U�� �0�D�Q�� �L�V�� �\�H�W�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �L�W�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �S�H�U��

�&�X�U�O�H�Z�² �D�V���D���V�W�D�Q�G���L�Q�� �I�R�U���W�K�H���U�D�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G���2�W�K�H�U���� �3�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���V�R�F�L�R�O�R�J�L�V�W���(�G�X�D�U�G�R���%�R�Q�L�O�O�D��

�6�L�O�Y�D���V�S�H�D�N�V���W�R���W�K�L�V���L�G�H�D���L�Q���K�L�V���H�[�S�O�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���U�D�F�L�V�P���L�Q���D�Q���D�O�O�H�J�H�G�O�\���F�R�O�R�U�E�O�L�Q�G���D�J�H�����K�H��

�Z�R�Q�G�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�R�U�U�L�H�V�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �³�W�K�H�� �I�X�W�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �U�D�F�H�� �L�Q�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D���´�� �D�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�� �W�K�D�W�� �V�W�L�O�O��

�S�H�U�S�H�W�X�D�W�H�V���W�K�H�� �L�G�H�R�O�R�J�\�� �R�I�� �³�E�O�D�F�N�V�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �U�D�F�L�D�O�� �E�R�R�J�H�\�P�D�Q�´�� �������������� �D�V�� �P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V�� �Q�R�W��

�R�Q�O�\���L�Q���P�\�W�K�L�F���D�Q�G���I�R�O�N���W�D�O�H�V���E�X�W���L�Q���W�K�H���Y�H�U�\���U�H�D�O���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���P�R�P�H�Q�W�� 

�,�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �V�H�Q�V�H���� �W�K�H�U�H�� �L�V�� �D�� �Y�H�U�\�� �G�D�U�N�� �V�L�G�H�� �W�R�� �%�O�D�Q�N�¶�V�� �F�O�D�L�P�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �³�,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W�� �G�R�H�V�� �Q�R�W��

�G�L�P�L�Q�L�V�K���W�K�H���S�R�W�H�Q�F�\���R�I���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�����L�Q�V�W�H�D�G�����L�W���D�F�W�V���D�V���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�F���F�R�Q�G�X�L�W�´�����)�R�O�N���&�X�O�W�X�U�H����������

�R�Q�H���W�K�D�W���U�H�O�D�W�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���R�I���R�V�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�����³�W�K�H���D�F�W�L�Q�J���R�X�W���R�I���O�H�J�H�Q�G�´���L�Q���U�H�D�O���O�L�I�H�����Z�K�L�F�K��

�³�L�V���N�H�\���W�R���D�O�P�R�V�W���D�O�O���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���O�H�J�H�Q�G���F�R�P�S�O�H�[�H�V�´�����%�O�D�Q�N���D�Q�G���0�F�1�H�L�O�O�����������:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H��

�����������:�L�V�F�R�Q�V�L�Q���V�W�D�E�E�L�Q�J���F�D�Q���E�H���U�H�D�G���D�V���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W���I�R�U�P���R�I���W�K�L�V���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����R�U����

�P�R�U�H�� �V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\���� �R�I�� �R�V�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�� �D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�Q�V�H�� �R�I�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�����-�H�I�I�U�H�\�� �$���� �7�R�O�E�H�U�W��

�D�U�J�X�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �6�O�H�Q�G�H�U�� �0�D�Q�� �³�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V�� �Z�K�D�W�� �P�L�J�K�W�� �E�H�� �W�K�R�X�J�K�W�� �R�I�� �D�V���U�H�Y�H�U�V�H��

�R�V�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���� �L�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�W�� �L�V�� �D�Q�� �L�F�R�Q�L�F�� �I�L�J�X�U�H�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �D�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�� �D�Q�G��

�G�H�O�L�E�H�U�D�W�H�O�\�� �P�R�G�H�O�H�G�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �D�Q�� �H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�� �J�H�Q�U�H�´�� ������������ �Z�K�H�Q�F�H�� �L�W��

�P�R�U�S�K�H�G�� �L�Q�W�R�� �D�� �P�X�O�W�L�G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�D�O�� �P�R�V�D�L�F�� �R�I�� �R�U�D�O���� �Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���� �Y�L�V�X�D�O���� �G�L�J�L�W�D�O���� �D�Q�G��

�F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H���I�R�O�N���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G���V�W�R�U�L�H�V�����7�K�L�V���Q�R�W�L�R�Q���U�H�O�D�W�H�V���W�R���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���L�Q��

�W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���Z�D�\�����%�U�R�Q�Q�H�U���D�U�J�X�H�V���W�K�D�W���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�V���³�W�\�S�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�Q�D�O�\�]�H���V�R�F�L�D�O���D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O��

�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�L�H�V�´���E�\���V�X�U�Y�H�\�L�Q�J���K�R�Z���V�R�F�L�D�O���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���P�H�W�K�R�G�V�����H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\��

�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�����O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�V�����V�O�D�Q�J�����R�U���E�H�O�L�H�I���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���V�K�D�S�H�V�K�L�I�W���W�R���D�G�D�S�W���W�R���H�Y�H�U���F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z��

�Q�R�U�P�V�����'�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���P�\�W�K�L�F�D�O���6�O�H�Q�G�H�U���0�D�Q���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�H���K�D�V��

�E�H�H�Q���W�D�N�L�Q�J���S�O�D�F�H���D�F�U�R�V�V���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V�����³�L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���W�K�L�V���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���L�V��

�R�I�W�H�Q���V�H�W���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���R�I���D���P�R�G�H�U�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�����I�X�W�X�U�H���R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G�����D�Q�G���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�L�V�W�L�F���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

�W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�´�� ������������ �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �8���6���¶�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�� �R�I�� �6�O�H�Q�G�H�U�� �O�R�U�H�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G�� �D�E�R�Y�H�� �K�D�Y�H�� �V�K�R�Z�Q���� �$�V�� �V�X�F�K���� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �D�� �J�O�R�E�D�O��

�S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�R�Q���� �W�K�H�� �6�O�H�Q�G�H�U�� �0�D�Q�� �V�W�L�O�O�� �L�V�² �R�U�� �F�R�P�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�² �D�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��
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�F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�� �R�Q�F�H�� �D�J�D�L�Q�� �W�L�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �F�O�L�P�D�W�H���� �L���H������ �W�K�H��

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���P�R�P�H�Q�W���S�H�U���0�R�Q�W�S�H�O�O�L�H�U�� 

�$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���R�I���G�L�J�L�W�D�O���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���D�V���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���F�D�Q���E�H���I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W��

�V�H�D�V�R�Q�� �R�I�� �1�L�F�N�� �$�Q�W�R�V�F�D�¶�V�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �D�Q�W�K�R�O�R�J�\�� �7�9�� �V�H�U�L�H�V���&�K�D�Q�Q�H�O�� �=�H�U�R���� �F�D�O�O�H�G��

�&�D�Q�G�O�H���&�R�Y�H�������������������7�K�H���V�H�D�V�R�Q�¶�V���W�L�W�O�H���L�V���G�H�U�L�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���F�U�H�H�S�\�S�D�V�W�D�����L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�D�V�H��

�E�\�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �Z�H�E�� �F�D�U�W�R�R�Q�L�V�W�� �.�U�L�V�� �6�W�U�D�X�E���� �Z�K�R�� �F�H�Q�W�H�U�H�G�� �W�K�H�� ���������� �V�W�R�U�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�P�H��

�Q�D�P�H���R�Q���D���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���V�H�U�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���R�Q�O�\���D���V�H�O�H�F�W���I�H�Z���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���Z�H�U�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���V�H�H�����7�K�H��

�X�Q�L�T�X�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I���³�&�D�Q�G�O�H���&�R�Y�H�´���L�V���W�K�D�W���L�W���L�V���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���L�Q���³�H�S�L�V�W�R�O�D�U�\���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�´�����%�O�D�Q�N���D�Q�G��

�0�F�1�H�L�O�O�� �������� �D�V�� �D�� �I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�Q�� �D�Q�� �H�T�X�D�O�O�\�� �I�D�E�U�L�F�D�W�H�G�� �F�K�D�W�� �I�R�U�X�P���� �W�K�H��

�1�H�W�1�R�V�W�D�O�J�L�D���)�R�U�X�P�����,�Q���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\�����D���J�U�R�X�S���R�I���X�V�H�U�V���W�D�N�H���W�R���W�K�L�V���R�Q�O�\���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P���W�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V��

�Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���D�E�R�X�W���D���7�9���V�K�R�Z���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�����������V���D�E�R�X�W���D���J�L�U�O���Z�K�R���E�H�I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���V�W�U�L�Q�J��

�P�D�U�L�R�Q�H�W�W�H���S�L�U�D�W�H�V���� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �Z�K�R�P���� �W�K�H�� �6�N�L�Q�� �7�D�N�H�U���� �Z�D�V�� �D�� �V�N�H�O�H�W�R�Q���S�L�U�D�W�H�� �V�D�L�G�� �W�R�� �Z�H�D�U��
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Anthropocene�² pollution, global warming, biodiversity loss, climate change, and 
expansion of human populations paralleled by rising racism, exclusion, violence, and 
xenophobia�² are primarily challenges to our story systems. The stories we have been 
�W�H�O�O�L�Q�J�� �R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P�� ���Z�H�¶�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �L�P�D�J�H�� �R�I�� �*�R�G������ �K�X�P�D�Q��
�H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W�����Z�H�¶�U�H���P�D�V�W�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���S�O�D�Q�H�W�������D�Q�G���K�X�P�D�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\�����Z�H�¶�U�H���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H���I�U�R�P���D�Q�G��
�D�E�R�Y�H���µ�Q�D�W�X�U�H�¶�����F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O�H�G���R�X�U���F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�L�W�\���L�Q�W�R���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���W�K�D�W���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�H�G���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�H�W�² in 
our eyes�² into a purely human domain. This is how we arrive at the Anthropocene. The 
thing is, these stories are not true. They legitimized but did not prepare us for the reality 
of a world ruled by a single species. The shock of recognition is our present moment. 
���³�,�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�´������ 
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�H�F�R�F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�����E�L�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�����D�Q�G���I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V�����0�R�V�W���S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W�O�\�����+�H�Q�G�U�L�F�N�[�¶�V���L�G�H�D�V���D�U�H��

�U�H�I�O�H�F�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �P�\�� �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I���&�D�V�W�O�H���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �D�U�J�X�D�E�O�\�� �D�O�V�R�� �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V�� �D�� �N�L�Q�G�� �R�I�� �³�L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�H�G��

�H�F�R�O�R�J�\�´�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�R�Q�� �W�R�� �F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �K�H�W�H�U�R�S�D�W�U�L�D�U�F�K�\�� �R�I�� �J�H�Q�G�H�U�L�V�P���� �V�H�[�L�V�P���� �D�Q�G��
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�Q�D�W�X�U�L�V�P���R�Q���(�D�U�W�K���W�K�D�W���G�H�I�L�Q�H�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����V�W�H�U�H�R�W�\�S�H�V���D�Q�G���P�\�W�K�V���D�E�R�X�W���Q�D�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G��

�Z�R�P�H�Q���� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �F�R�Q�I�O�D�W�H�G�� �2�W�K�H�U�H�G�� �V�W�D�W�X�V�� �D�V�� �µ�0�R�W�K�H�U�� �1�D�W�X�U�H�¶�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��

�$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H�� 

�$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���� �D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�� �W�H�[�W�V���L�Q�����D�Q�G�� �R�X�W�V�L�G�H�� �W�K�H��

�G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���P�\���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���D�O�V�R���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���R�U���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W���R�Q���W�K�H���Q�R�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G��

�E�\���2�]�L�H�Z�L�F�]���D�Q�G���+�H�Q�G�U�L�F�N�[�����7�K�H�\���G�R���V�R���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G���U�H�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��

�K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �D�Q�G�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �U�R�R�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�� �J�R�W�K�L�F�L�V�P�� �U�H�P�R�Y�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O��

�W�L�P�H�O�L�Q�H�����7�K�L�V���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���-�D�V�R�Q���5�R�W�K�H�Q�E�H�U�J�¶�V���J�R�W�K�L�F���G�\�V�W�R�S�L�D�Q���V�F�L���I�L���7�9���V�H�U�L�H�V����

�7�K�H�������������������������������������Z�K�H�U�H�L�Q���Q�L�Q�H�W�\���V�H�Y�H�Q���\�H�D�U�V���D�I�W�H�U���D���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���D�S�R�F�D�O�\�S�V�H���W�K�D�W���O�H�I�W��

�(�D�U�W�K���D�Q���D�O�O�H�J�H�G�O�\�� �H�P�S�W�\���E�D�W�W�O�H���I�L�H�O�G���R�Q�H���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G���W�H�H�Q�D�J�H�� �G�H�O�L�Q�T�X�H�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���D���V�S�D�F�H��

�V�W�D�W�L�R�Q���F�D�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���$�U�N���D�U�H���V�H�Q�W���E�D�F�N���G�R�Z�Q���R�Q�O�\���W�R���I�L�Q�G���W�K�H���I�R�U�P�H�U���8���6�����D�O�U�H�D�G�\���L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�H�G��

�E�\���,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���W�U�L�E�H�V�����Z�K�R�V�H���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�R�X�V���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���Q�D�W�X�U�H���W�K�H���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�G���$�U�N���L�D�Q�V��

�V�R�R�Q���H�[�S�O�R�L�W���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�����H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�����D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V���E�\���G�U�D�Z�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z��

�I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H���L�P�D�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���R�O�G���R�Q�H�� 

�6�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\�����L�Q���)�U�D�Q�F�H�V���/�D�Z�U�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���6�W�H�Y�H�Q���.�Q�L�J�K�W�¶�V���U�H�F�H�Q�W���G�\�V�W�R�S�L�D�Q���V�F�L���I�L���G�U�D�P�D���6�H�H��

���������������������������D�������V�W���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���Y�L�U�X�V���Z�L�S�H�G���R�X�W���P�R�V�W���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\�����O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��

�S�H�R�S�O�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���G�H�V�F�H�Q�W�V���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V���O�D�W�H�U���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���H�\�H�V�L�J�K�W�����$�W���W�K�L�V���W�L�P�H���R�I���W�K�H��

�V�K�R�Z�¶�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�����(�D�U�W�K���K�D�V���U�H�Y�H�U�W�H�G���E�D�F�N���W�R���D���W�U�L�E�D�O���K�X�Q�W�H�U���J�D�W�K�H�U�H�U���V�\�V�W�H�P���X�Q�W�L�O���Q�H�Z��

�Z�H�D�S�R�Q�V�� �D�U�H�� �I�R�U�J�H�G���D�Q�G�� �Z�D�U�V�� �R�Y�H�U�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���� �O�D�Q�G���� �D�Q�G���� �X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���� �Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �D�U�H�� �I�R�X�J�K�W��

�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� 

�5�H�O�D�W�H�G�O�\���� �W�K�H�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �U�R�O�H���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J�� �Y�L�G�H�R�� �J�D�P�H���+�R�U�L�]�R�Q�� �=�H�U�R�� �'�D�Z�Q������������������

�Z�K�L�F�K���� �,�� �D�U�J�X�H���� �V�H�U�Y�H�V�� �D�V���D�Q�� �L�W�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �Z�K�D�W���7�D�Q�\�D���.�U�]�\�Z�L�Q�V�N�D�� �F�D�O�O�V�� �³�O�X�G�L�F�� �I�R�O�N��

�K�R�U�U�R�U���´���L���H������ �³�I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���W�K�D�W���L�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���E�H���S�O�D�\�H�G���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���Z�D�W�F�K�H�G�����U�H�D�G�����R�U��

�O�L�V�W�H�Q�H�G���W�R�´�����������������L�V���V�H�W���L�Q���W�K�H�������V�W���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���L�Q���D���S�R�V�W���D�S�R�F�D�O�\�S�W�L�F���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V�����Z�K�H�U�H��

�K�X�P�D�Q�V�� �O�L�Y�H�� �L�Q�� �K�X�Q�W�H�U���J�D�W�K�H�U�H�U�� �W�U�L�E�H�V�� �E�X�W�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�G�� �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V����

�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �D�X�J�P�H�Q�W�H�G�� �U�H�D�O�L�W�\�� �G�H�Y�L�F�H�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �D�V�V�L�V�W�� �W�K�H�P�� �L�Q�� �K�X�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �S�D�U�W�V�� �I�U�R�P��

�U�R�E�R�W�L�F���F�U�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V�����Z�K�R���U�H�V�H�P�E�O�H���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���K�R�U�V�H�V���R�U���V�W�D�J�V����

�E�X�W�� �D�O�V�R�� �G�L�Q�R�V�D�X�U�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �E�U�D�F�K�L�R�V�D�X�U�X�V�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �Y�H�O�R�F�L�U�D�S�W�R�U�V���� �D�Q�G�� �Z�K�R�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�� �W�K�H��

�(�D�U�W�K�����7�K�H���E�D�F�N�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���J�D�P�H���U�H�I�H�U�V���W�R���W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H�������V�W���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���D�V���µ�7�K�H���2�O�G��

�2�Q�H�V���¶���Z�K�R���D�U�H���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�H�G���D�V���D�Q�F�H�V�W�R�U�V���Z�K�R�V�H���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G���W�K�H��

�F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���U�H�D�O�L�W�\�����E�X�W���D�O�V�R���D�V���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�K�R�V�H���F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�H���J�U�H�H�G�����K�L�J�K���X�Q�H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���U�D�W�H�V����

�D�Q�G�� �Z�D�U�I�D�U�H�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �D�� �F�O�L�P�D�W�H�� �D�S�R�F�D�O�\�S�V�H���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�Q�� �W�X�U�Q�� �U�H�V�X�O�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �D�� �J�O�R�E�D�O��

�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �R�Y�H�U�K�D�X�O�� �D�Q�G�� �G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W���� �6�R�P�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �J�D�P�H�¶�V�� �W�D�J�� �O�L�Q�H�V���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J��



 
 

146 
 

�³�(�D�U�W�K�� �,�V�� �2�X�U�V�� �1�R�� �0�R�U�H�´�� �D�Q�G�� �³�1�D�W�X�U�H�� �K�D�V�� �U�H�F�O�D�L�P�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �U�X�L�Q�V�� �R�I�� �R�X�U�� �I�R�U�J�R�W�W�H�Q��

�F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���´�� �U�H�I�H�U�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �U�R�E�R�W�L�F�� �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V���� �Z�K�R�V�H�� �U�H�V�H�P�E�O�D�Q�F�H�� �W�R��

�D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���D�Q�G���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���µ�W�K�H���1�H�Z���(�D�U�W�K�¶���I�U�R�P���K�X�P�D�Q�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W���P�H�D�Q�V���L�V��

�U�H�P�L�Q�L�V�F�H�Q�W���R�I�� �W�K�H�� �D�I�R�U�H�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G�� �µ�Q�D�W�X�U�H���V�W�U�L�N�H�V���E�D�F�N�¶�� �W�U�R�S�H���� �$�O�V�R�� �F�D�O�O�H�G�� �µ�*�D�L�D�¶�V��

�U�H�Y�H�Q�J�H���¶�� �W�K�L�V�� �W�K�H�P�H�� �F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�\�V�� �K�X�P�D�Q�V�� �D�U�H�� �F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��

�$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Y�H���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�H�W�¶�V���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�����+�R�U�L�]�R�Q���V�K�R�Z�V��

�X�V�² �D�Q�G�� �D�O�O�R�Z�V�� �X�V�� �W�R�� �S�O�D�\�� �Z�L�W�K�² �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �R�X�U�� �D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �D�� �G�L�V�W�D�Q�W�� �I�X�W�X�U�H��

�Z�K�H�Q���Z�H�����µ�7�K�H���2�O�G���2�Q�H�V���¶���K�D�Y�H���E�H�F�R�P�H���D���G�D�U�N�O�\���J�R�W�K�L�F���I�R�O�N���W�D�O�H�� 

�,�Q���7�K�H�� ���������D�Q�G���6�H�H���� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�� �K�R�U�U�R�U�V�� �D�U�H�� �F�D�U�U�L�H�G�� �I�R�U�Z�D�U�G�� �E�\�� �D�J�H�Q�W�V���R�I�� �W�K�H�� �G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�W��

�J�U�R�X�S���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���F�O�D�V�V�H�V���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���D�V���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�Q�G���U�D�F�L�D�O�O�\���O�R�Z�H�U�����Z�K�R����

�L�Q���W�X�U�Q�����U�H�V�L�V�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���P�H�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�V���D�F�T�X�L�U�H�G���L�Q���Q�D�W�X�U�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�E�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I��

�W�K�H�� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�]�H�U���� �%�\�� �F�R�P�S�D�U�L�V�R�Q���� �L�Q���+�R�U�L�]�R�Q�����W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G�� �L�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �K�D�Q�G�V�� �R�I�� �G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V��

�F�U�H�D�W�X�U�H�V�� �Z�K�R�� �Z�H�U�H�� �D�W���R�Q�F�H�� �F�U�H�D�W�H�G���E�\�� �K�X�P�D�Q�V���D�Q�G�� �V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\�� �V�O�L�S�S�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�L�U��

�F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���� �O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J�� �W�U�L�E�D�O�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �I�L�J�K�W�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �H�D�F�K�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �W�K�H��

�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V���L�Q���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���U�H�F�O�D�L�P���V�X�S�U�H�P�D�F�\�����0�H�D�Q�Z�K�L�O�H�����W�K�H���J�D�P�H�¶�V���S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W���$�O�R�\�² �D��

�I�H�P�D�O�H�� �D�Q�G�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�O�\���P�L�Q�G�H�G�� �W�U�L�E�D�O�� �Z�D�U�U�L�R�U�² �W�U�L�H�V�� �W�L�U�H�O�H�V�V�O�\�� �W�R�� �X�Q�L�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�L�E�H�V��
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45 Landscape is undeniably one of the crucial elements in Horizon : its reverting to older forms, its 
cultivation by tribal people like Aloy, its exploitation and colonization  through the Zenithians and 
machines. In true folk horror fashion, the land is not a passive backdrop but rather an active player that 
resists harmful dominance by humans and robots alike and becomes, in certain instances, what 
Krz�\�Z�L�Q�V�N�D���F�D�O�O�V���³�Y�H�Q�J�H�I�X�O�O�\���D�F�W�L�Y�H�´ �W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D���N�L�Q�G���R�I���³�V�H�Q�W�L�H�Q�F�H�´���W�K�D�W���³provides an ecologically themed 
�P�H�D�Q�V���R�I���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�L�V�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�L�P�L�Q�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q���D�J�H�Q�F�\�´�������������� The ludic power of 
the game, and its folk horror elements, thus comes into play (literally and figuratively)  �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �³�D��
�S�D�V�W�R�U�D�O���S�R�H�W�L�F�V���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�O�D�\�H�U���G�H�H�S�H�Q�V�´�������������� 
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1.6 American Folk Horror: Select Texts 

�/�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H 
�³�5�L�S���Y�D�Q���:�L�Q�N�O�H�´�������������������:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���,�U�Y�L�Q�J 
�³�7�K�H���/�H�J�H�Q�G���R�I���6�O�H�H�S�\���+�R�O�O�R�Z�´�������������������:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���,�U�Y�L�Q�J 
�³�0�H�W�]�H�Q�J�H�U�V�W�H�L�Q�´�������������������(�G�J�D�U���$�O�O�D�Q���3�R�H 
�³�<�R�X�Q�J���*�R�R�G�P�D�Q���%�U�R�Z�Q�´�������������������1�D�W�K�D�Q�L�H�O���+�D�Z�W�K�R�U�Q�H 
�³�7�K�H���)�D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H���+�R�X�V�H���R�I���8�V�K�H�U�´�������������������(�G�J�D�U���$�O�O�D�Q���3�R�H 
�7�K�H���.�L�Q�J���L�Q���<�H�O�O�R�Z�������������������5�R�E�H�U�W���:�����&�K�D�P�E�H�U�V 
�³�7�K�H���&�D�O�O���R�I���&�W�K�X�O�K�X�´�������������������+�����3�����/�R�Y�H�F�U�D�I�W 
�³�7�K�H���7�H�O�O���7�D�O�H���+�H�D�U�W�´�������������������(�G�J�D�U���$�O�O�D�Q���3�R�H 
�6�K�L�U�O�H�\���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q�����³�7�K�H���/�R�W�W�H�U�\�´�������������� 
�7�K�H���+�D�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���R�I���+�L�O�O���+�R�X�V�H�������������������6�K�L�U�O�H�\���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q 
�7�K�H���'�D�\���R�I���W�K�H���$�U�U�R�Z�������������������3�K�L�O�L�S���/�R�U�D�L�Q�H 
�7�K�H���&�U�X�F�L�E�O�H�������������������$�U�W�K�X�U���0�L�O�O�H�U 
�+�D�U�Y�H�V�W���+�R�P�H�������������������7�K�R�P�D�V���7�U�\�R�Q 
�6�D�O�H�P�¶�V���/�R�W�������������������6�W�H�S�K�H�Q���.�L�Q�J 
�7�K�H���$�P�L�W�\�Y�L�O�O�H���+�R�U�U�R�U�������������������-�D�\���$�Q�V�R�Q 
�³�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�U�Q�´�������������������6�W�H�S�K�H�Q���.�L�Q�J 
�6�F�D�U�\���6�W�R�U�L�H�V���W�R���7�H�O�O���L�Q���W�K�H���'�D�U�N�����������������������������$�O�Y�L�Q���6�F�K�Z�D�U�W�] 
�3�H�W���6�H�P�D�W�D�U�\�������������������6�W�H�S�K�H�Q���.�L�Q�J 
�%�H�� �$�I�U�D�L�G���� �%�H�� �9�H�U�\�� �$�I�U�D�L�G���� �7�K�H�� �%�R�R�N�� �R�I�� �6�F�D�U�\�� �8�U�E�D�Q�� �/�H�J�H�Q�G�V������������������ �-�D�Q�� �+�D�U�R�O�G��
�%�U�X�Q�Y�D�Q�G 
�³�&�D�Q�G�O�H���&�R�Y�H�´�������������������.�U�L�V���6�W�U�D�X�E 
�5�H�Y�H�Q�D�Q�W�V�����$���'�U�H�D�P���R�I���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�������������������'�D�Q�L�H�O���0�L�O�O�V 
�7�K�H���*�L�U�O�V�����(�P�P�D���&�O�L�Q�H�������������� 
�/�R�Y�H�F�U�D�I�W���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\�������������������0�D�U�N���5�X�I�I 
�7�K�H���)�L�V�K�H�U�P�D�Q�������������������-�R�K�Q���/�D�Q�J�D�Q 
 
 
�)�L�O�P 
�:�K�L�W�H���=�R�P�E�L�H�������������� 
�(�\�H���R�I���W�K�H���'�H�Y�L�O�������������� 
�9�R�R�G�R�R���%�O�D�F�N���(�[�R�U�F�L�V�W�������������� 
�7�H�[�D�V���&�K�D�L�Q�V�D�Z���0�D�V�V�D�F�U�H���I�U�D�Q�F�K�L�V�H������������������������  
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�U�Q�������������� 
�7�K�H���%�H�O�L�H�Y�H�U�V�������������� 
�7�K�H���6�H�U�S�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H���5�D�L�Q�E�R�Z�������������� 
�3�H�W���6�H�P�D�W�D�U�\�������������������������� 
�&�D�Q�G�\�P�D�Q�������������������������� 
�8�U�E�D�Q���/�H�J�H�Q�G�������������� 
�%�O�D�L�U���:�L�W�F�K���I�U�D�Q�F�K�L�V�H������������������������ 
�7�K�H���6�N�H�O�H�W�R�Q���.�H�\�������������� 
�7�K�H���&�R�Y�H�Q�D�Q�W��������������  
�7�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H��������������  
�7�K�H���&�D�E�L�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���:�R�R�G�V�������������� 
�7�K�H���9�9�L�W�F�K�����$���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���)�R�O�N�W�D�O�H�������������� 
�6�L�O�H�Q�W���+�L�O�O�����5�H�Y�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�������������� 
�7�K�H���&�R�Q�M�X�U�L�Q�J���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�H���������������� 
�7�K�H���,�Q�Y�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�������������� 
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�P�R�W�K�H�U���������������� 
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�+�H�U�H�G�L�W�D�U�\�������������� 
�6�O�H�Q�G�H�U�P�D�Q�������������� 
�0�L�G�V�R�P�P�D�U�������������� 
�8�V�������������� 
 
 
�7�9 
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�7�U�X�H���'�H�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���������������� 
�&�K�D�Q�Q�H�O���=�H�U�R�����&�D�Q�G�O�H���&�R�Y�H�������������� 
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���+�R�U�U�R�U���6�W�R�U�\�����5�R�D�Q�R�N�H�������������� 
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���+�R�U�U�R�U���6�W�R�U�\�����&�X�O�W�������������� 
�5�L�Y�H�U�G�D�O�H���������������� 
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�7�K�H���7�H�U�U�R�U������������ ������������ 
�&�K�L�O�O�L�Q�J���$�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�V���R�I���6�D�E�U�L�Q�D������������ ������������  
�6�F�D�U�\���6�W�R�U�L�H�V���W�R���7�H�O�O���L�Q���W�K�H���'�D�U�N�������������� 
�6�H�H������������������������  
�:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\�������������� 
 
 
�9�L�G�H�R���*�D�P�H�V 
�0�D�U�E�O�H���+�R�U�Q�H�W�V��������������  
�6�O�H�Q�G�H�U�����7�K�H���(�L�J�K�W���3�D�J�H�V�������������� 
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Abstract:  In this essay, I discuss Darren �����	���	�
���$���.�� 2017 feature �0lm mother! in the context of an 
intersectional approach to ecofeminism and the American gothic genre. By exploring  the histories of 
ecofeminism, the �����1�����0�
�����
���� of the ecogothic, and the Puritan  origins  of American  gothic �0ction, 
I read the movie  as a reiteration  of both a global ecophobic and an American  national  narrative,  
whose biblical  symbolism  is rooted in the patriarchal  logic of Christian  theology, American  history,  
female su��ering, and environmental  crisis. mother! emerges as an example of a distinctly  American  
ecofeminist gothic through  its focus on and subversion of the essentialist equation of women and 
nature as feminized  others, by dipping  into  the archives of feminist  literary  criticism,  and by raising 
ecocritical awareness of the dangers of climate change across socio-cultural  and anthropocentric  
categories. Situating �����	���	�
���$���.�� �0lm within  traditions  of American gothic and ecofeminist literatures  
from  colonial  times to the present moment, I show how  mother! moves beyond a maternalist  
fantasy rooted in the past and towards  a critique  of the androcentric  ideologies at the core of the 
2 1st-century Anthropocene. 

Keywords:  ecofeminism; American  gothic; ecogothic; feminist  literary  criticism;  Christian  theology; 
Anthropocene; (post)maternalism 

Nature is a Haunted House�� but Art �� a House that tries to be haunted. 

Emily Dickinson (1876) 

1 . Introduction  

Darren �����	���	�
���$���.�� 2017 motion  picture  mother! is an allegorical retelling  of the Book of Genesis 
with  an arguably  feminist  twist  on the patriarchal  qualities of Christianity,  U.S. American  politics,  
and climate change. It  has received extensive criticism  post its initial  cinematic release for  the ways it  
allegedly  �8�1�	���� out of its way to artfully  alienate or confuse �������������
�����9 through  its �8�����������1���� [ . . . ] 
depiction  of a woman under  increasingly heavy siege from  within  her own �����
���91. �����������
���. discomfort  
in light  of the �0�����.�� complex negotiations of such controversial  subjects as religion,  �3�	�������.��  rights,  
and environmental  depletion  in the context of a darkly  gothic relationship  drama speaks to the necessity 
of discussing mother! in relation  to 21st-century  hazards of ecological, economic, and socio-cultural  
crises. In this essay, I will  read �����	���	�
���$���.�� most recent feature �0lm across ecofeminism and the 
American  gothic style. Thereby, I will  carve out the ways in which  mother! draws on notions from  
ecocriticism, feminist  theory, and (eco)gothic studies to claim an intersectional space where women and 
motherhood  can become more than naturized  fantasies of past and present andro- and anthropocentric  
theologies. Through  its additional  allusion  to American national  narratives of discovery and conquest, 

1 (Hughes 2017). 
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a recurring  theme of the American  gothic invoked  through  images of frontier  wilderness, the �0lm 
situates its diegesis in an unambiguous  political  realm whence it  critiques the alleged exceptionalism 
of U.S. American  interests to remind  viewers of their  responsibilities  in taking  action against human 
and non-human injustice. An  intersectional reading of mother! as an American  ecofeminist gothic 
project ultimately  allows  the �0lm to counteract its critical  ascription  as a �8�����������������	���� ���������92 and, 
instead, to live  up to its artistic  and political  complexities in the face of the expanding  horrors  of 
the Anthropocene. 

2 . Ecofeminism,  Ecogothic, and American  Ecopoetics 

In 1993, the essay collection Ecofeminism, by Vandana Shiva and Maria  Mies, laid  down  the 
groundwork  of almost three decades of political  engagement and academic theorizations  by scholars 
and activists in the emerging discipline  of ecofeminism. In its early stages in the 1960s and 70s, 
this movement emerged from  a growing  number of protests against the connected notions of ecological 
destruction  and female marginalization.  Shiva and Mies republished  Ecofeminism in 2014, observing in 
the updated  foreword  that the socio-political  challenges of the early 1990s have only  become more 
pressing and that �8���#�� rape of the Earth and the rape of women are [still]  intimately  linked �Bboth 
metaphorically,  in shaping world -views, and materially,  in shaping �3�	�������.��  everyday �����������9�"3 From its 
origins,  ecofeminist thought  has critically  engaged perspectives from  �0elds that are now  known  as 
ecocriticism and gender studies, emphasizing that �8���#�� liberation  of women cannot be achieved without  
the simultaneous liberation  of nature from  the clutches of ���!�����	�����������	���9�"4 From this follows  that both 
women and land in all its forms are dominated  by the patriarchal  logic of conquest, manifest, �0rst and 
foremost, in gendered language that ascribes to women the feminized  and naturized  properties of 

�D Mother  �E�����������. or �D���	���#���� �A�������#�.�" Such perpetuations insinuate an exclusive, innate disposition  of 
inferiority  on behalf of women and nature, signaling  that to conquer one is to conquer both at once. 

In recent decades, critical  engagements with  these detrimental  determinisms of feminine  biology  
and ecology have led ecofeminists to o��er more intersectional arguments. This has opened up a 
plurality  of ecofeminisms that recognize the diverse concerns of all groups targeted by the white,  male, 
heterosexual norm for  their  allegedly  inherent  femininity  and di ��erent forms of �D�	���#�������������.�" A  major 
focus lies on queer feminism  and feminism  of color in this respect, whose projects and protests are 
even more violently  co-opted by the neo-liberalist,  capitalist, andro-, and anthropocentric  demands 
of the 21st century  than the more conventionally  abstracted agendas of white  feminists. It  should  
not go unsaid, therefore, that the focus on the emancipation of all feminized  others continues to 
steer ecofeminism in new directions in order to liberate them from  domestic and public  violence, 
segregation, and oppression. These means of aggression, which  a�� ect queer women and women of 
color by exponentially  increasing rates, emerge as results of what  Karen Warren terms the �8�������� of 
���	�������������	���9�� i.e., naturism,  sexism, racism, and classism, to which  other ecofeminists have added, 
among others, ableism, ageism, essentialism, and colonialism 5. �G�����������.�� intersectional understanding  
of ecofeminism is illustrated  by the use of a quilt:  

[ N]othing  that is knowingly,  intentionally,  or consciously naturist,  sexist, racist, or classist 
[ . . . ] belongs on the quilt.  Nor  does anything  that is not, in some way, about nonhuman  
nature or human-nature relationships. An  ecofeminist philosophical  quilt  will  be made up 
of di �� erent �D�������
�#�������. constructed by quilters  in particular  social, historical,  and material  
contexts.6 
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The quilt  as a textual, semantic, and cultural  symbol has been recognized across a variety  of 
disciplines and echoed by ecofeminist scholars such as Greta Gaard, Mary  Phillips,  and A.E. Kings as 
well  as, particularly,  queer ecofeminists and ecofeminists of color such as Yvette Abrahams, Phyllis  
Young, Kishi  Animashaun  Ducre, Ambelin  Kwaymullina,  Catriona Sandilands, and Fatimah Kelleher. 
The latter  especially vouch for  the necessity to integrate queer spaces and ecologies as well  as black 
and indigenous knowledge  systems into  debates about social, cultural,  political,  and ecological justice 
among and between all generations and species on the planet, now and in the future.  Carol Gilligan  
and Joan Tronto, in turn,  have contextualized such calls to action through  the idea of an �8�����#���
 of 
�
�������9 for  the world  and all its inhabitants.  In this context, care takes a decisive route to decolonize 
ways of imperialist  thinking  and acting by emphasizing the psychology of political  a��airs and thus 
the responsibility  for  the maintenance of human interaction,  morality,  decision making,  and justice.7 
Yvette Abrahams emphasizes in a treatise on black (eco)feminism the importance of care in the context 
of the ���������#�.�� soils and self-care for  �3�	�������.��  bodies, an interconnection that must be honored by any 
project advocating the future  sustainability  of both planet and people.8 Mary  Phillips  adds to this idea 
a �������
���0�
�������� �8���
�	�
�������������� notion  of embodied �
�������9 which  must be �8�����������	������ as a social and political  
as well  as an individual  practice necessary to bring  about radical changes in our  relationships  in a 
more-than-human �3�	�������9�"9 Such an ethics runs counter to the essentializing concerns of feminine  ethics 
tied to �3�	�������.��  allegedly natural(ized)  features and bodily  functions and emerges as a means to subvert 

�8 sets of interrelated  and hierarchical dualisms, such as mind /body, reason/nature, reason/emotion,  
masculine/feminine  or human/�������������9��10 which  are at the center of patriarchal,  anthropocentric,  
and colonialist  ideologies. Phyllis  Young stresses that indigenous  women are especially vulnerable  to 
these binary  forms of domination,  which  often result in �8�������������
�����������9 or even �8���������������������������911 for  the 
a��ected individuals  due to a lack of care for  their  knowledge  of their  land and experiences on the part  
of Western authorities.  An  intersectional ecofeminist conception of care, as such, not only  challenges 
the simultaneous disembodiment  of diverse sets of women, the �	�+�<���
�����0�
�������	�� of the female body, 
and the absence of female agency. It  also undermines the essentialist idea of women as synonymous 
with  nature because of the naturally  given disposition  of mothering  and practices of maternalist  
care, wherein  female corporeality  is reduced to biological  processes like  menstruation,  childbirth,  
and breastfeeding. These notions resonate with  the earliest concerns of ecofeminism, namely to 
decenter, unthink,  and �����
�	���0�1������ the interconnected disenfranchisement and �
�	�����	�����0�
�������	��  of 
women and nature, which  is created and perpetuated by a patriarchal  logic. 

In the 21st century, the patches of the ecofeminist quilt  thus continue to evolve into  a mosaic of 
intersectional initiatives  and theorizations.  This multidimensional  collection of ideas sports a focus 
on decolonizing  Western ideals, which  are rooted in androcentric understandings  of man as superior  
�8 while  women, nature and all  else that do not conform are �D�	���#���������. to �
�	���0����  and justify  their  
�����+�	���������������	���9�"12 Such a conceptualization  lends itself  especially well  to the study  of narrative  forms 
that have shaped and continue at once to perpetuate and subvert such principles.  As I will  show in 
the following  section, Darren �����	���	�
���$���.�� �0lm mother! serves as a prime  example of this two -way  
process of �3�	�������.��  coercion, which  is, at once, a common theme in feminist  and gothic literary  modes. 
The more the protagonist  in mother! works  to resist her subordinated  status, the more her desperation 
grows; she is never allowed  to break out of her prison because male dominance in the form  of her 
husband�Ban allegory  of God�Band his/His  faithful  followers  retain the upper  hand. There is, thus, 
always the hope for  ���	���#�����.�� agency amidst  the many instances of her subjugation  but  never the 
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realization  of her liberation.  This form  of representation, whereby the woman  must settle for  what  
little  freedom she can get or perish, is reminiscent of such well -known  literary  and cinematic American 
texts as Charlotte Perkins �������������.�� �8�=�#�� Yellow  �G�����������������9 (1892), Shirley �H���
�$���	���.�� We Have Always 
Lived in the Castle (1962), and Robert �A�1�1�������.�� The VVitch: A New England Folk-Tale (2015). In these 
examples, and many others, varying  degrees of resistant potential  on part  of the female protagonists 
illustrate  that �����
�����0�
���� compromise, and acceptance of limitations  are the only  ways to guarantee 
survival  or a certain amount of freedom of thought,  speech, or action. Additionally,  what  connects the 
women in Gilman,  Jackson, Eggers, and �����	���	�
���$���.�� stories is their  alignment  with  di ��erent forms of 
nature, �������
���0�
�������� the American  wilderness. As such, because of Puritan  beliefs and their  patriarchal  
aftermaths, the women must or are not allowed  to tend to certain natural  environments  (gardens, 
farms); they must complete chores that are seen as naturally  female or include  natural  elements 
(cooking, cleaning); and they must �
�����0�� roles that are naturally,  biologically,  and culturally  reserved 
for  women (mothers, housewives, caretakers). Any  disobedience on their  part  is punished with  social 
isolation,  imprisonment,  banishment, or death. 

The way these texts all speak to the simultaneous permanence and attempted deconstruction of 
the patriarchal  status quo reaches a climax in mother! because the eponymous protagonist  must die 
despite the �����
�����0�
���� she is willing  to make on behalf of herself and her child.  On top of that, at the end 
of the �0lm, a new wife  and mother takes her place, who must undergo the same torture  in an endless 
loop. As such, the aforementioned technique of displacement is further  enforced by replacement. 
In combination  with  the �0�����.�� title  as a placeholder for  all mothers who  will  be part  of this cycle, 
this alerts viewers to the essentialist idea that, in such a patriarchal  order, women are �����0������ by their  
social and corporeal functions  without  care for  their  individual  needs or desires. Lastly, while  all four  
of these texts foreground  a number of universal  problematics about the interlinked  subordination  of 
women and nature, they are also �����1�����0�
���������� born out of particular  American  traditions  of history -, 
myth -, and policy -making.  While  �A�1�1�������.�� The VVitch, set in 1630s New  England, shows the most 
straightforward  connections to Puritan  worldviews  regarding  the roles of women and their  natural  
environments  in nature and culture,  �H���
�$���	���.�� New England fable carries forward  the Puritan  frontier  
impulse  between a civilized  town  and a pair  of uncivilized  sisters who  are chastised for  living  in a 
mansion along the edges of a forest without  the rule of a man. �������������.�� seminal short story similarly  
thematizes borders�Bbetween man and woman, sickness and health, and, most prominently,  between 
the colonial  mansion with  a slave-keeping history  in which  the protagonist  is kept and the garden 
outside her window  she cannot access. This image of mastery, inscribed in the yellow  taint  of the walls  
that seem to bear traces of innumerable  women who have tried  to escape the shackles of the �#�	�������.�� 
national  past, shows the most direct  connection to �����	���	�
���$���.�� �0lm. J. Samaine Lockwood  argues that 
Gilman  �8�
���������4������ nineteenth-century American  culture  for  having  prohibited  white  �3�	�������.��  entr��e 
into  the temporality  of the progressive modern ���������	���9�"13 Similarly,  in mother!, the titular  woman is not 
only  bound by a master and the outlines of a mansion with  yellow  wall  paint  that deny her access to the 
outside world,  both geographically  and culturally,  she also becomes stuck between the inhibiting  rules 
of Christian  universalism  and the political  peculiarities  of American nationalism  and historicism.  I will  
delve deeper into  these ideas in the following  section; however, the ���	���#�����.�� �����0�������� replacement at 
the end of the �0lm is only  one allusion  to the ways American women like �������������.�� narrator  emerge as 
victims  �8���	�� having  entered national  historical  time, as being trapped in the same colonial conditions  as 
their  early-American �
�	�������	���#�������9�"14 As I will  show, these conditions  �����0���� the respective protagonists 
because of their  alleged natural  disposition  to physical and psychological weakness as well  as their  
innate closeness to the environment,  be it  naturally  grown  or ���������0�
���������� constructed. 
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From this follows  that ecofeminist literary  criticism  has taken on the role of �8�����������$�����1 the 
metaphorical, conceptual links  between gender, race, class, and representations of nature in literature  
as] an important  part  of forming  a more viable environmental  �����#���
�915 in all scholarly �0elds and [ 

societies. It  does so by reading the aforementioned ideas of displacement and subordination  at 
the hands of patriarchal  epistemologies across the paradigms of ecocriticism and feminist  literary  
criticism.  Susan Gri �� ���.�� challenging feminist  manifesto Woman and Nature: The Roaring Inside Her 
(1978) has been at the forefront  of these critical  pursuits  and serves as a palpable point  of entry  
into  my understandings  and applications  of these ideas in this essay. Simultaneously,  a work  of 
cutting -edge theory and prose poetry, Gri �� ���.�� treatise carves out a space for signposting and critiquing  
�8 the seemingly implacable wave of assumptions that have dominated  Western culture,  unexamined 
ideas that alienate us from  nature, and from  the material  world,  including  our own �+�	���������9��16 instead 
of bringing  us closer to each other and thereby to our surroundings  and ourselves. Woman and Nature 
thus narrates estrangement�Bof humans and �D�	���#�����. humans, of humans and non-humans, of humans 
and the non-human�Bthrough  a simultaneous appeal to listen, observe, communicate, and revel in our 
senses of belonging beyond conceptual margins. 

Gri �� ���.�� narrative  opens with  a prologue  that initially  frames disembodied,  naturized,  
and feminized  others in a patriarchal  separation of woman as earthly  nature and man as divine  God: 

He says that woman  speaks with  nature. That she hears voices from  under  the earth. 
That wind  blows in her ears and trees whisper  to her. That the dead sing through  her mouth  
and the cries of infants are clear to her. But for  him  this dialogue is over. He says he is not 
part  of this world  [ . . . ]. He sets himself  apart from  woman and nature17. 

Masculinist  hegemony dictates thought,  speech, and narration  in these lines so that man can 
purposefully  detach himself  from  woman  and nature, who  are, in turn,  united  by and in the thicket  
of the forest, where woman  not only  speaks with nature but  also through nature. The specters of the 
deceased attempt  to reclaim their  voices by taking  advantage of �3�	�������.��  connection with  the earth; 
as such, man not only  links  the environment  with  the feminized  other but also recognizes that nature 
enables woman to communicate with  a dimension  beyond the physical sphere that created his powers. 
Woman is hence at once established as a naturized  �0gure rooted in the soils and elements of the earth 
and as a supernatural  creature whose abilities exceed�Bor can never reach�Bthose of man. As Patrick D. 
Murphy  observes about this passage, �8�3�	������  and nature are interrelated  and in that interrelation  is to 
be discovered �3�	�������.��  strengths and a way  past ���������������
�#���.�� destructive  �����������������	�����9�"18 However,  
�������.��  initiative  to disassociate from  woman and nature also dips into  the divine  imagination  of being 
above humanity:  �8�>�� says he is not part  of this �3�	�������9�" Therefore, he positions himself  beyond�Bi.e., 
above�Bthe realm of the other, in the heavenly spheres of godly  greatness from  where he silences the 
conversation between woman and nature in an assertion of unilateral  male privilege.  

Gri �� ���.�� descriptions of howling  winds,  whispering  trees, singing  corpses, and crying  children  
also evoke a series of images inherent  to a genre in which  �8������������ becomes constituted  [ . . . ] as 
a space of crisis which  conceptually  creates a point  of contact with  the ���
�	���	�1���
�����9�(19 the gothic. 
Conventionally  abstracted as a literary  mode of uncanny atmospheres, spectral terrors, sublime poetics, 
and�Bmore often than not�Boppressed wives, mothers, and daughters, gothic �0ction, when read across 
the controversies of gender injustice and ecological depletion,  opens up new possibilities  for  critical  
discussion that can serve a variety  of crucial functions. On the one hand, according to Diana Wallace, 
it  can �8�������������������	�������� reinsert [women]  into  history  and symbolise their  ���!�
���������	���9��20 and, on the other, 
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as Andrew  Smith and William  Hughes argue, it  can �8�
���������4���� environmental  destruction  and advocate 
���������	���������	���9�"21 The role of wilderness as equivalent  with  nature has been a recurring  theme in the 
American gothic style�Bin particular,  ever since the �0rst settlers imagined  a social, cultural,  and political  
frontier  between two  realms: the civilized  old  country,  where the desire for  knowledge,  exploration,  
and domination  of foreign  realms and peoples reigned supreme, and the naturally  wild  New  World,  
where indigenous communities,  as �����������
���.�� primal  and primary  others, were branded as uncultured,  
beast-like  animals with  a ridiculed  connection to their  natural  surroundings.  Smith and Hughes 
observe in the introduction  to their  edited volume  EcoGothic that the �8�����������
������ in the North  American 
context seems to invite  mastery through  images of the �
���	�����������9�"22 The wood -adorned wilderness of the 
eastern shore of the U.S. nation-state provided  ample space for colonizers to �
�����0�� their  Manifest Destiny, 
which  �8���������+�������#���� an important  imaginative  symbolic structure that allowed  them to �D�������� the �3�	�������. 
to interpret  signs from  ���	���9��23 and to exact violence against the innocent individuals  they encountered 
there. This project was �<���������0���� by the Puritan  idea of chosenness as instructed  by the highest �����������������.�� 
ultimate  wish  for  westward  expansion and nationwide  supremacy. Tom J. Hillard  has called this 
culturally  �������
���0�
 engagement with  the New  World  wilderness �8������-Gothic �������+�	���������9�� one which  
is �8���	�	������ deeply in Puritan  ���#���	���	�1���924 and �8�
���� still  be located in many (if  not most) subsequent 
Gothicized representations of �������������9�"25 Thus, this settler�Icolonizer epistemology establishes, as Eric 
Savoy has also famously  observed, the gothic as a quintessentially  American genre whose literary  and 
cinematic iterations dip  into  �8���#�� proximity  of �K���#�������������926�Brepresented by human and non-human 
others�Bas its principal  trauma. In addition  to the aforementioned literary  and �0lmic  examples, early 
American  gothic texts such as Washington �-���������1�.�� �8�=�#�� Legend of Sleepy �>�	�����	�3�9 (1820), Nathaniel  
�>���3���#�	�������.�� �8�J�	�����1 Goodman �2���	�3�����9 (1835), or Sarah Orne �H���3�������.�� �8�-�� Dark New England ���������9 
(1901) also negotiate these frontier  myths and Puritan  anxieties of the New World  wilderness, tracing 
clashes between the natural  and the supernatural  or between past traditions  and the progressiveness 
of the New Woman. In these stories, which  serve as reference points in and forerunners of the themes 
that frame mother!, elements of the American  gothic and the ecogothic are interwoven  with  gender 
and body politics,  bringing  to the fore the ways in which  women and nature have been subjected 
to processes of subordination  ever since the early days of the United  States. Particular  attention  is 
paid  to the role of the forest as a liminal  space between past and present, between uncanny terrors 
and sublime pastoral lifestyles, and between the woman as either a soft-spoken, passive victim  or an 
unruly,  disobedient broad with  a penchant for  evil.  

The intersections between these othered categories have spawned important  ecocritical readings of 
the American gothic, allowing  scholars to recognize, for example, that �8�
�	�� the Puritans the New World  
does function  as a sort of Gothic �
�����������927, one that is represented in the �����������������. biblical  narratives by 
the Garden of Eden as the holy  paradise. In this setting, Original  Sin triggered  not only  Adam  and �A�����.�� 
banishment but also the establishment of Eve�Bthe woman�Bas the primary  sinner, whose seductive 
propensities coerced Adam  into  betraying  his faith  and breaking his promise to God. Eden thus 
displays gothic qualities as the location of the �3�	�������.�� �8������������ �
���������9�"28 It  represents an early version 
of the haunted house at the core of U.S. national  narratives that would  become a fundamental  setting 
in American  gothic texts and thus a forerunner  of the New  World  as a Gothic mansion, a point  
of intersection and inspiration  for  future  �0ctional  engagement with  the alleged dangers of women 
and nature. 
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The ecogothic, through  its junctures with  wilderness gothic, frontier  gothicism, ecophobia, and 
ecofeminism29, allows us to conceive of Gri �� ���.�� Woman and Nature as a narrative  of American ecopoetics. 
It  invokes images of geographical, ecological, and gendered frontiers  and provides  allusions to the 
conjoined degradation  of women and tribal  peoples as inferior  creatures close to nature who  serve as 
valuable capital to dominant  groups and are at the mercy of the aforementioned hierarchical dualisms 
set in place by Western epistemologies. Gri �� n thematizes this binary  thought  project throughout  

�8 Book �K�����9 of her manifesto before allowing  what  Murphy  calls the �8�
�������������� �
�	�����������
�#�	�������9 to 
chime in and �8�������#�������5�� the lesson already well  established primarily  by the �D���#�����
�# �C�����#���������. that 
sin is a product  of the earth, that women are closer to the earth, and that woman  sinned �0�������9�"30 
Gri �� ���.�� ecofeminist exposition ultimately  runs parallel  in its narrative  strategies to both the Christian  
origin  story of the world  and the founding  myth  of America, which  intersect at this point.  The prologue 
begins with  �������.��  divine  plan for  woman and nature, very much like  when God created the world  in 
Genesis and when the settlers travailed  vast oceans to seize now-American  land from  the �D���������1�����. 
they encountered. Subsequently, in Gri �� ���.�� opening, a �8Navaho chant of the mountain that a grown man 
sits and smokes with bears�931 reminds man of the ���������0�
������ separation of nature and culture,  alluding  to 
the �����������������. mission to civilize  indigenous  peoples according to their  European philosophies, while  
ignoring  the holistic  (meta)physical practices of pre-colonial  native cultures. Next, man is confronted 
by an embodied female �8�
�	�������������	���
���932 pointing  out that �8�:�3�;�� are woman and nature. And  he says 
he cannot hear us speak. But we �#�������9�"33 Feminist, environmental,  and indigenous  resistance to the 
male �
�	���	�����5�����.�� aims to strip  them of their  agency thus brings Gri �� ���.�� narrative  to full  (ecofeminist) 
gothic e��ect. ���������.��  and �A�����.�� expulsion from  Eden�Battributed,  as mentioned above, to the �3�	�������.��  
Original  Sin�Band the �����������������. confrontation  with  the original  inhabitants  of the New  World  emerge 
as the respective primary  and ultimate  gothic stories of the creation of humankind  and the United  
States. In the extensive prefaces to her treatise, Gri �� n demonstrates awareness of and gratitude  
for  the diversity  of women from  all over the globe who  show continuous  strength in decolonizing  
gender politics  and environmental  ethics to counter social injustices and cultural  imaginaries. It  is for  
this reason that the title  Woman and Nature aptly  uses �D�3�	�������. not only  as a pointer  toward  female 
discrimination,  but also as a marker that raises awareness of �D�3�	�������. as a universalized  and ���������0�
������ 
category in disenfranchising  discourses that implies  a collective problem  without  paying  attention  
to the particular  concerns of individual  othered groups. The Navaho tribe mentioned above allows 
for  one example of active indigenous  agency in Woman and Nature; Gri �� ���.�� tribute  to Linda  Hogan, 
Vandana Shiva, and Wangari Maathai, activists of color from  Native  North  America, South Asia, and 
Africa,  further  highlights  the �����1�����0�
�����
�� of intersectional approaches to ecofeminism one study  can 
pay homage to but simply  cannot cover in their  entirety.  Similarly,  �D�������������. in the title,  on the one hand, 
stands in more commonly  for Mother  Earth, the lands of the Earth, and the Garden of Eden, all of which  
receive special attention  throughout  Gri �� ���.�� book. On the other hand, the term �D�������������. delineates 
the supposed naturalness of all women in the context of biology,  bodily  propensities, and feminine  
care-giving,  exposing once again an alleged universality  and one-dimensionality  of what  it  means to 
be a �D�3�	�������.�" Lastly, in the context of the ecogothic, �D�������������. speaks to the American  wilderness at 
the frontier,  segregating indigenous  lands and peoples through  settler�Icolonizer epistemologies and 
separating �D�3�	�������. (meaning both female individuals  and the wide  range of feminized  others) from  

�D �������.  both physically �Iecologically and politically.  

2 9 Cf. Kevin  ���	�������	�����#�������.���� Tom �>�������������.���� and Emily  ���������.�� essays in EcoGothic (eds. Andrew  Smith and William  Hughes) 
explore these notions in the contexts of American gothic texts and authors, namely Ambrose �2�������
���.�� 1893 short story �8�=�#�� 
Damned �=�#�����1�9 (pp. 120�I33), the 1999 feature �0lm The Blair Witch Project (pp. 103�I19), and Joy �G���������������.�� 1978 novel 
The Changeling (pp. 160�I76) respectively. (Smith and Hughes 2013). 
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In this sense, as Hillard  points  out, the �8������������ crime central to the plots of early [American]  
Gothic �0ction had a predecessor in the Puritan  notion  of [ . . . ] Original  Sin; and one marker  of that 
sin was the fallen natural  world �Bwell  before the �0rst Gothic novelists transformed  it  into  antiquated 
castles and ���	�������������������9�"34 As I will  show, �����	���	�
���$���.�� mother! allows a reading of gothic nature as 
both the divine  Paradise and the wilderness at the American frontier,  while  simultaneously  drawing  a 
connection to current  understandings  of earthly  ecologies and human exploitations  thereof. The �0lm 
narrates the eponymous ���	���#�����.�� struggle for  agency beyond her inherent  biological  function  as a 
feminized  and therefore naturized  creature in an environment  she is expected to care for  but  is not 
allowed  to claim ownership  of. An  understanding  of mother! as an American  ecofeminist gothic text 
hence considers the dystopianism  of otherness on part  of the woman  whose alleged sin is wanting  
what  is rightfully  hers�Bher body, her child,  and her freedom to live.  The �0lm frames her struggle 
in the essentializing practices of past and present androcentric projects, whose gothicism arises from  
the oppressive logic of patriarchy.  As such, while  mother  is allowed  to approximate  strategies of 
female self-representation through  ideas of ecocriticism, feminist  literary  criticism,  and (eco)gothic 
scholarship, she can never triumph  over forms of hierarchy that dictate maternalism as the �0nal and 
singular  female safe haven. 

In this context, it  is not surprising  that Gri �� ���.�� Woman and Nature served as major inspiration 35 for  
mother!. The title  of �����	���	�
���$���.�� �0lm, in connection with  its original  working  label �8������ �,�9�� comments 
on its thematic interwovenness of biblical  symbolism  and maternal proclamation.  On the surface, 
mother! is about a couple who  struggles with  their  age di �� erence, diverging  visions of their  future,  
and roles as man and woman, husband and wife,  and poet and caretaker in overtly  binary  manners. 
Soon, however, the �0lm develops into  an exploration  of the patriarchal  logic at the core of Christian  
theology, American history,  female su��ering, and environmental  crisis. This leads to an apocalyptic cry 
for  help on part  of the �0�����.�� allegorical Mother  Nature /Earth, portrayed  by Jennifer Lawrence, whose 
e��orts towards  self-assertion are continuously  undermined  by God, played by Javier Bardem. Thus, 
an allegorical retelling  of the Book of Genesis, �����	���	�
���$���.�� twelfth  cinematic project dips into  elements 
of home invasion horror  as metaphor of settler�Icolonizer land seizure, allusions to American  feminist  
gothic literature,  and pertinent  debates about climate change. In this manner, it  highlights  how  the 
ecogothic as a set of ecological cautionary  tales and the postmaternalist  projects of much feminist  work  
become representations of precarious anti-utopian  realities in the poetics of an American  ecofeminist 
gothic reading. 

A critical  examination of the limitations  of human and natural  creation, the impending  ecological 
apocalypse as well  as abuse, domestication, and body politics,  the �0lm ultimately  echoes Gri �� ���.�� 
assertion that �8������������ ���������.�� really  destroy herself, [ . . . ] it  was man who  did  �����(�9 mother! thus 
�8 embodies what  [Gri �� n]  was saying in Woman and Nature in a very  di �� erent and very vivid  and 
powerful  �3�����936. Gri �� ���.�� manifesto dates back to the late 1970s, yet its dedication  speaks to the 
ongoing relevance of the �+�	�	�$�.�� message in the contemporary  moment: �8�=�#������ words  are written  for 
those of us / whose language is not heard, whose words  / have been stolen or erased, those robbed 

/ of language, who  are called voiceless or / mute, even the earthworms,  even the shell- / �0sh and 
the sponges, for  those of us who  / speak our  own  �������1�����1���9�"37 In the current  Anthropocene, where 
human-on-human as well  as human-on-nature violence are the most pervasive and interconnected 
forms of destruction,  Gri �� ���.�� words  serve as a reminder  that all feminized  others, among them women, 
are still  victimized,  abused, and discriminated  against. mother! has been received with  harsh criticism  
where its feminist  and environmental  messages are concerned, yet Gri �� n herself maintains that �8�:���;�#�� 
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inability  of people to grasp this �0lm is really  related to their  inability  to grasp climate change. If  we 
can make progress on both of them, that would  be �1���������938. 

I argue that reading �����	���	�
���$���.�� gothic project with  a feminist �Iecological awareness aids such an 
understanding  of environmental  disaster, while  simultaneously  highlighting  the ongoing inferiorization  
of women through  paternalistic  thinking.  mother! exposes the dominant  gothic narrative  of the woman 
as an �8���+�������� �����
�����������939 and of the mother as an �8�������������	������ or somehow ���+�<���
�������940 �0gure, pervasive 
ideas and representations that have existed since the emergence of the gothic genre. This highlights  
that �8������ Gothic women are ���#�����������������941 because they, in turn,  pose a threat to those trying  to eradicate 
them. Nature  becomes a similar  �8�������� of �+�������$���������9 in the American gothic mode, signifying  �8�� crisis 
of �������������������������	���942 and a cry for an environmental  ethics of care that foregrounds  climate change and 
the ways in which  it  a��ects diverse sets of disenfranchised communities.  mother! emerges as a text that 
frames its eponymous protagonist  in an exclamation of strategic maternalist  creation to simultaneously  
emphasize and undermine  her status as a victim  of a feminine  and anthropocentric  ethics of care. 
Thereby, the �0lm contributes to the complex debate around ecofeminist resistance movements and the 
ways these processes continue to be co-opted. 

3 . mother! : An  American  Ecosystem 

When �����	���	�
���$���.�� mother! was �0rst screened at the Toronto Film  Festival in September 2017, 
critics and early viewers received prayer  cards showing  an adapted version of the �L�	�����.�� Prayer, 
entitled  �8���	���#�����.�� �������������9�" Penned by American  freelance writer  and feminist  Rebecca Solnit, 
the invocation  reads: 

our mother who  art underfoot,  
hallowed  be thy  names, 
thy  seasons come, 
thy  will  be done, 
within  us as around us, 
thank you for  our daily  bread, our water, our air, 
and our lives and so much beauty; 
lead us not into  �������0���# craving and the destructions 
that are the hungers of the glutted,  
but deliver  us from  wanton  consumption  
of thy  vast but �0nite bounty,  
for  thine is the only  sphere of life  we know,  
and the power  and the glory,  forever and ever, 
amen.4343(Thompson 2017). 

Several reviewers have pointed  towards  the questionable intentions  that inspired  mother! as 
well  as the use of �8���	���#�����.�� �������������9�" They call �����	���	�
���$���.�� e��orts �8���������� erable, overdetermined,  
pretentious and ���������9��44 reading his �8�����1�#�������������# ���������	���9 as �8�����������1�������1�9 but �8�������������������� ���	���������������9�"45 
Additionally,  some argue for  the �0�����.�� �8�������������
�������9 as the reason for  that fact that the �8���
�����	�� is so 
far out, detached from  backstory or worldly  implications,  that the psychology of the protagonists is 
nearly e�� ���
�����9�"46 Other critics, however, have spotted the value of the admittedly  disturbing  yet 
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ultimately  educational motion  picture  and ���	���������.�� paratext. Caroline Hagood observes that �8�:�3�;�#���� it  
comes to what  the ���	�������.�� actually  about, everyone has a theory: �����.�� biblical,  �����.�� ecological, �����.�� about 
fame, �����.�� about what  �����.�� like  to be the female love object of a male egomaniac a-hole, and much 
���	�����9�"47 By acknowledging  the abundance of reactions the �0lm sparked since its premiere and 
by reading it  across gothic literary  criticism,  Hagood �����������0���� to mother!�.�� narrative  complexity  in 
terms of its generic, thematic, and critical  potential.  ���	���������.�� �8���	���#�����.�� �������������9�� its �����������.�� initials  in 
lowercase to draw  the connection to the �0lm and counter the hegemonic practice of capitalizing  nomers 
for  underprivileged  groups such as African  or Native  Americans, inverts  the masculinist  power  of 
Christian  writings  and traces an arc to Gri �� ���.�� employment  of a feminist  counter-narrative  in response 
to male supremacist a�� rmations. 

The ���	���#�����.�� association in ���	���������.�� poem with  the seasons, bread, air, water, and beauty as well  as 
environmental  destruction,  capitalistic  consumption,  and the �0niteness of natural  resources prepares 
the viewer  for  Jennifer �L���3�������
���.�� ���������	�����0�
�������	�� of Mother  Earth. The �����	�����1�	���������.�� sole purpose in 
mother! is to renovate the remote country  house she and her husband, a poet named Him,  recently 
purchased. She does this to encourage His creative e��orts in order to overcome His �3�����������.�� block�Ba 
metaphor for  His immobilizing  impotence�Band eventually  birth  His �0rst son. The �0lm begins with  
the mother in �Mames and the house in ashes before He resurrects it  with  the help of an ominous crystal 
that will  turn  out to be the ���	���#�����.�� heart. This artifact  must be ripped  from  her body to keep the 
house�Ba representation of the generic gothic castle or haunted house as well  as an allegory  of Earth 
and the Garden of Eden�Balive. The protagonist  must thus make a �����
�����0�
�� that traps mother, nature, 
and their  eventual linked  destruction  in an �����0�������� maternalist �Iessentialist circle. When mother paints 
the living  room walls  in a deep, earthly  yellow,  she hears a mysterious beating from  inside the �#�	�������.�� 
core. Her heart�Bthe crystal as the centerpiece of the house�Brepresents what  Gri �� n calls �8���#�� roaring  
inside �#�����948, its decreasing poundings  signifying  warnings  as to the declining  state of �������������.�� health. 
As mentioned  earlier, the walls  also serve as a blunt  allusion  to the yellow  symbolism  in Charlotte  
Perkins �������������.�� American gothic short story �8�=�#�� Yellow �G�����������������9�" Therein, the female protagonist  
descends into  madness from  post-partum  depression as she is surrounded  by the �8�������������������� almost 
�������	���������1�9�� and �8�����	�������������1 unclean ���������	�3�949 walls  she grows to hate more and more during  her 
husband-enforced bedrest in a �8�
�	���	�������� mansion, a hereditary  estate, I would  say a haunted �#�	�������9�"50 
While  �����	���	�
���$���.�� mother is not restricted to her chamber, she is nevertheless seemingly imprisoned  
in the house and as much under  its spell as �������������.�� narrator  is under  the �8�����
���	���� �����M�������
���951 of 
the wallpaper.  Mother  never goes further  than the patio, separated from  the surrounding  forest and 
meadow by a conceptual frontier  installed  by God, �
�	���0������ to the house she comes to represent. 
Like �������������.�� narrator,  mother cannot access the nature outside the windows;  she is limited  to seeing 
them from  a distance. As Lee Schweninger has observed, �������������.�� story negotiates �8���#�� American  
�3�	�������.��  place in ������������� �952 additionally  it  highlights  the American �3�	�������.��  (lack of) place in society. 
While  �������������.�� bed-ridden  narrator  gazes at an ���������0�
���������� constructed landscape in the form  of �8�� 
garden in the late nineteenth-century in the United  �������������9��53 the protagonist  in mother! longs for  the 
naturally  grown  blades of grass that represent the American  wilderness. These ideas are framed in 
�����	���	�
���$���.�� �0lm through  historical  and contemporary  American  iconography  in its visual  aesthetics 
and U.S.-centric contextual mechanics in its political  messages about discrimination,  war, terrorism,  
and power �Ball of which  are rooted in the American  �1�	���#���
�.�� New  World  paradigm.  
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���	���#�����.�� journey towards  her inevitable  doom begins when a strange couple arrives. Credited as 
Man and Woman, allegories of Adam  and Eve, they are welcomed warmly  and o��ered the guest room 
by Him  while  His wife  remains suspicious of their  intentions.  Like �������������.�� protagonist,  who is taunted 
by her husband for  her �8�������1�������������� power  and habit  of story-�����$�����1�9��54 mother  is continuously  
discredited  by her three housemates, who ridicule  her for her childlessness, her unwillingness  to drink  
alcohol, and her less-than-eroticunderwear.  Yet, the viewer  still  witnessesthebiblical�Iecological�Ifemale 
narrative  through  mother as a focalizer: her despair-ridden  decline into  a male-�����0������ hysteria is thus 
enforced through  an increasing visual  blurriness of the ���
���������.�� borders, which  she can only  alleviate 
temporarily  by consuming an �����������������0���� yellow  powder.  A  number  of critics have discussed the 
meanings and origins  of the �����������������0���� yellow  substance without  �����0������������ answers; what  is clear is 
that the drug  has a calming, anti-anxiety e��ect on mother. It  thus stands to reason that the �0lm alludes 
to the United  �������������. history  of female hysteria, which  the American Psychiatric Association accepted as 
a formal  diagnosis until  1952.55 Treatment through  drugs was only  one of many attempts by the wider  
patriarchal  culture  to cure this supposedly chronic medical a�� iction,  which  was attributed  primarily  
to women, in order to keep them from  causing trouble  and taking  part  in social life.  While  �������������.�� 
narrator  in �8�=�#�� Yellow  �G�����������������9�� like  the author  herself, was prescribed the so-called rest cure 
for  symptoms of depression by her doctor-husband, mother self-administers a temporary  �0x so as to 
retain her physical and cognitive  abilities, hide her stress levels, and appear both sane and functional  
in front  of her master. She is never allowed  or never seems to crave rest, working  tirelessly to keep any 
ensuing disagreements private  so as to avoid  public  judgment  of or outcry  over her behavior. 

While  the claustrophobic point -of-view  shots �����M�������
�� the psychological state of the viewer  on 
behalf of ���	���#�����.�� subjectivity,  this exclusively  female focus does not speak to her ultimate  success 
or even survival.  Rather, seeing through  ���	���#�����.�� eyes, the spectator experiences her pain �0rsthand. 
Thereby, the �0lm narrates the common tale of gothic mothers, who,  when �8���	�� actually  dead are 
e��aced by their  husbands or other representatives of patriarchy  in some �3�����9�� whereby �8��������������������  
is a favorite  �������#�	���9�"56 As such, while  �����	���	�
���$���.�� mother  is not physically  missing, like  many 
maternal �0gures in the gothic, she can still  be considered politically  absent because �8���#�� troubles 
cultural  categories and therefore must be ���!�������1�����9�"57 When Woman blames mother  for  her sexless 
relationship  with  Him,  the �����	�����1�	���������.�� shame turns to anger at her husband: �8�J�	�� talk  about wanting  
kids but you �
�����.�� even fuck �����9�"58 Her accusation leads God to push her against a hallway  wall  in a 
violent  attempt  to call her blu �� ; while  mother  initially  screams for  Him  to stop his rapist advances, 
she eventually  surrenders in a tragically  helpless way  to a sex scene that is never fully  depicted on 
screen but  that will  end in a pregnancy reminiscent of the Virgin  ���������.��  immaculate  conception. 
When mother  announces the impending  parenthood the next day, God is inspired  to write  again, 
proving  that He Himself  is His  only  muse. Male creation, regardless of ���	���#�����.�� role in it,  creates 
male creation. It  will  thereby result in the completion  of ���	���.�� most successful project: a continuously  
insinuated  but unnamed poem that turns out to be mother!�.�� embedded foundation  story of the world,  
the Genesis, which  the �0lm repeats in a self-�����M���!������ manner in its frame narrative  and hints at through  
���	���������.�� �8���	���#�����.�� �������������9 as its inversion.  

Man and Woman, who,  like  mother, are nameless and thus reduced to their  biological  
functionalities,  at one point  enter ���	���.��  writing  room to inspect and accidentally destroy the sacredly 
laid  out heart-crystal. When they are asked to vacate the premises because of this betrayal, the Christian  
creation myth  of ���������.��  and �A�����.�� expulsion from  Eden comes full  circle in mother!. Before they can 
leave, their  children,  Younger and Older  Brother, who emerge as representations of ���������.��  and �A�����.�� 
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�0rst two  sons, Cain and Abel, arrive  to trigger  the �0�����.�� version of the (ecological) apocalypse through  
its investment in the tropes of home invasion horror.  When the �0�����.�� Cain murders  Abel, in line with  
the Bible narrative,  the number  of mourners who  arrive  to support  the grieving  parents escalates 
into  an immense party  of Godly  followers.  They take over the house in violent,  self-evident  ways 
that remind  the viewer  of colonial  land seizure along the American  frontier.  Additionally,  the �0lm 
invests in this instance in the ongoing �8�����+������ surrounding  overpopulation,  which  is often presented 
as the root of all environmental  ���������9�� when �8���3�	 of the real culprits  behind climate �
�#�����1���9 are clearly 
�8 overconsumption  and corporate �1���������9�"59 This is illustrated  in the �0lm by the �����������������. audacious 

heist of all material  things, illicit  intake of ���	���#�����.�� food, and brutal  demolishment  of the �#�	�������.�� 
interior �Bincluding  ���	���#�����.�� beloved kitchen sink, which,  when broken, submerges the mansion in a 
cataclysmic outpouring  of water suggestive of the Genesis �Mood myth.  

Meanwhile,  ���	���.��  religious  cult  breaks into  ceremonious chanting, dancing, and stomping  
while  loud  music, a rave party,  and �0st �0ghts spin mother  out of control.  Her  water  breaks and 
she gives birth  in His  Edenic writing  room upstairs (an allegory  of heaven) while  the American 60 
apocalypse�Bstaged through  unmistakable iconography  in the form  of military  snipers, SWAT teams, 
and terrorist  bombers�Btakes place in the living  room downstairs  (an emblem of earth). Mother  Earth 
is thus forced to continue her corporeal labor while  humankind  maintains  their  exploitation  of her 
nature, her home, her creation. To complete her misery, ���	���.��  followers  admire his poetic work  
so much�B�8�=�#���� love it.  They understand  all of it.  But it  a��ects everyone in a di �� erent way. It  is 
�����������$���+�����9�� He exclaims�Bthat their  worship  of his newborn  son will  turn  deadly. As they pass 
the baby around  above their  heads in a ceremonial ritual,  his neck breaks before his body is ripped  
to pieces and consumed in a repulsive  reminder  of �8�H�������� the Bread of �L���
���9�"61 It  is at this point  
that the protagonist  �0nally  loses her reluctant  self-control  in an outburst  of motherly  accusation, 
disgust, and murder  against the cult. This explosion is rooted in the �8�����	�
������ of �
�#�������+�������#�9�� whereby 

�8 the comforting  integrity  of the body is fragmented: one becomes two;  what  was internal  and 
invisible  becomes external and ���������+�����9�"62 ���	���#�����.�� deep-seated hostility  towards  humankind  surfaces; 
she lashes out at members of her �#�����+�������.�� following  using a piece of shattered glass to stab and kill  
those in close proximity.  Nature  thus attempts to take revenge through  the woman�Band vice versa�Bin 
defense of her human and ecological ecosystems. Nevertheless, it  is too late: the worshippers  retaliate. 
They physically  assault mother while  calling her a fat pig, a cunt, a whore, and a tramp;  they tear o��  her 
clothes, exposing her naked form  in a discriminatory  act of body shaming. They exact self-righteous 
mastery over her body in the name of the patriarch,  reducing  her to her genitals, equating her with  
an allegedly  lowly  animal, and framing  her as an abominable sex worker:  mother thus has no worth  
to them, not as woman, human, or keeper of the natural  world.  With  no other way out, she uses the 
basement furnace�Bwhose menacing �Mames are suggestive of the �����������.�� hellish realm earlier in the 
�0lm�Bto burn  the house and its aggressors to the ground.  Her �0rst and only  successful act of resistance 
in the �0lm, ���	���#�����.�� self-destructive agency, through  the power  of the natural  element of �0re, forces 
God to realize His e��orts to create Paradise have been in vain.63 While  mother  is left  a pile  of ashes, 
He remains unharmed  and mansplains ���	���#�����.�� origin  story: 

mother:  What are you? 

Him:  Me? I am I? You? You were home. 
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Kings, �8�-�������������
�����	�������������9�" (Kings 2017, pp. 73�I74). 
In an ironic  twist  of the settler narrative,  a Native  American  invader  asserts �8�����	�	�
 we were �#�������9 as he tears down  part  of 
���	���#�����.�� house. Thereby, the �0lm hints at a counterproductive  revenge narrative  on behalf of indigenous  communities  
against the colonizers, which  results, in the �0lm, in the eventual annihilation  of both sides of the frontier.  
(John 6 2018). 
Anolik,  �8�������������1 ���	���#�����9�" (Anolik  2003, p. 30). 
This scene is especially reminiscent of Gri �� ���.�� prologue  outlined  earlier, as God, like  the man in Woman and Nature, must 
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mother:  Where are you taking  me? 

Him:  The beginning.  [ . . . ] It  �3�	���.�� hurt  much longer. 

mother:  What hurts  me the most is that I �3�������.�� enough. 

Him:  �-���.�� not your  fault.  Nothing  is ever enough. I �
�	���������.�� create if  it  was. And  I have to. 
�=�#�����.�� what  I do. �=�#�����.�� what  I am. Now  I must try  it  all again. [ . . . ] I need one last thing.  

mother:  I have nothing  left  to give. 

Him:  Your love. �-���.�� still  there, �������.�� it? 

mother:  Go ahead. Take it.64 

As God rips the heart that will  crystalize into  another mansion from  ���	���#�����.�� chest, the �0�����.�� 
end reverts to the beginning  (of the world)  and thus comes full  gothic circle: mother  is restored in a 
new version of the house, recreated in a new body, and replaced by a new mother. She is caught in an 
endless loop of the �8�����	�������� idealism of �:���	���.���; project and its dystopian  [ecological] ���
�������������#�9�"65 
�E�����������.�� avenging e��orts thus trigger  not only  a repetition  of the divine  patriarchal  creation story of the 
world,  whereby mother�Bas woman�Bis repositioned as the inferior  feminized  other. They also revive 
the American colonial narrative,  whereby the religious  cult  �������+�������. initiative  to take possession of the 
house metaphorizes the settler�Icolonizer attitude  of land seizure: they vandalize the �����������	���.�� insides, 
steal any and all materials regardless of their  value, and disregard mother as the �#�	�����.�� caretaker by 
sweeping her out of the way  through  violent  means. She has done nothing  wrong  throughout  the 
entire �0lm and has meticulously  followed  all rules, yet she is punished  for  her existence, her beauty, 
her gender, her inferiority,  and, ultimately,  her unwillingness  to �����
�����0�
�� her o��spring �Bthe only  aspect 
in the world  she feels truly  connected to. The house, the land surrounding  it,  and everything  she creates 
throughout  the �0lm were never really  hers and so she becomes a victim  of the religious  �
�	�����	�3�����1�.�� 
divine  mission to conquer, cultivate,  and erase. 

Paralleling the colonial  project of Manifest  Destiny, mother! reiterates the American gothic desire 
for  �8�������1�������������� reconstruction of a historical  �����������9�(66 discovery, invasion,  and domination  of 
everyone and everything  in the �
�	���	�����5�������. way. Mother  is thus overrun  both in her role as a woman  
and as Mother  Nature,  for  the house as a representative of the gothic castle, of the Garden of Eden, 
and of Planet Earth burns down  and with  it  the protagonist.  When both are revived  by God in the 
end, the house returns to its former  looks and state while  the mother arises in a new body. As Gri �� n 
observes about this fact, �8�- think  people ���	���.�� understand that the Earth will  regenerate at some point,  
but  humans �3�	���.���" �G���.���� destroying  ourselves. [ . . . ] We create destruction  and then we just do 
it  again, without  learning  from  �����967. This statement serves as the �0nal testament to the American  
�1�	���#���
�.�� relationship  with  nature, �����0������  by the impulse  of repetition  and the perpetual  return  of 
the repressed other. Be it  the woman  or wilderness, their  interlinked  subordination  is the result of 
a deep-seated fear of both categories that emerged through  the clash between Old  World  idealism 
and New  World  realism. mother!�.�� central narrative  is thus one where ecofeminism and American  
nationalism  intersect, where the oppression of various others as victims  of frontier  gothicism meets the 
exploitation  of �������������.�� land in a vicious circle of human supremacy, male hegemony, and ecocide. 
The �0�����.�� power  thus lies in its e��orts to bring  into  conversation the terrors of climate change and 
androcentric ideologies within  and beyond the woman �Inature binary,  while  critiquing  the lack of 
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understanding  and self-conscious recognition  of human complicity  in these projects. Neither  the 
ecological catastrophe nor matricide  can be avoided or resisted in mother!, because both woman and 
nature must succumb to the American  gothic imperative  of settler�Icolonizer dominance. 

4 . Conclusions:  One Need Not  Be A Woman to Be Haunted  

In an interview  with  Variety, Jennifer Lawrence, who was reading Charlotte �2���	�����O�.�� seminal novel 
Jane Eyre (1847) during  the �0lming  process of mother!, asserts that �����	���	�
���$���.�� project �8���� incredibly  
feminist  in the way these Victorian,  patriarchal  novels show these loving,  amazing husbands that are 
very slowly  and delicately  taking  away their  �3���������. dignity.  [ . . . ] To be a feminist  movie, we ���	���.�� 
have to all be women and all be aggressive. Before we knew what  feminism  was, people were writing  
these novels that showed �3�	�������.��  strength being drained  from  ���#�����9�"68 My  reading of mother! as 
well  as its connections to other American  gothic stories, such as �H���
�$���	���.�� Castle, �A�1�1�������.�� The VVitch, 
and especially �������������.�� �8�=�#�� Yellow  �G�����������������9�� speak to this idea in the contemporary  moment, 
which  calls for ecofeminist discussions of apocalyptic scenarios for women and nature. The �0lm posits 
mother  as the angel of ���	���.��  gothic house; she is shown no mercy by nature when the apocalypse 
strikes but  is reinstated as maternal caretaker of her husband, castle, and earth, which  proves the 
inherent  falseness of the essentialist equation of woman  and the natural  world.  This echoes Mary  
���#�������������.�� thesis that a postmaternal ethics of care in the Anthropocene should �8�+�� �����
�	���0�1�������� [ . . . ] 
as a way  of reconceptualising relationships  that does not rely  on �D�
���������������. maternal models but 
which  stresses a �D�
���������������. [and thus intersectional]  approach to connection, embodiment  and emotion 
that is equally  valued  in both personal and political  �����#���������9�"69 �����	���	�
���$���.�� mother  �0gure cannot 
be created as the �0nal girl  of the �0lm because she never had any agency, or a chance at ecofeminist 
democracy, in the �0rst place. Still, she dips into  earlier feminist  literary  initiatives,  many of which  echo 
colonial  discourses about American  women and wilderness, by raising ecocritical awareness across 
the intersections of socio-cultural  categories (such as race, class, gender, sexuality, religion,  dis/ability)  
and anthropocentric  philosophies.  mother! thus emerges as a cautionary  tale of the apocalyptic  
consequences of the continuous  and interconnected exploitation  of women and nature and of the 
collective neglect of these repercussions for  all humans. 

Ruth Bienstock Anolik  argues that �8���	 woman is in greater peril  in the world  of the Gothic than 
is the ���	���#����� �9 after all, �8���#�� absent mother  promotes the Gothic �������������������9�"70 While  the mother  is 
physically  present in �����	���	�
���$���.�� �0lm, her allegorical status as Nature /Earth others her in a way that 
�<���������0���� ���	���.��  patriarchal  project, a mirror  narrative  of gothic colonialism,  whereby the American  
wilderness is presented as an ambiguous space of frontier  politics  and postmaternal resistance 
campaigns. �8�:���;���� texts that restore the mother  o��er such �����������������
���9�� Anolik  continues; however, 
this restoration �8���	�������� a fantastic world  in which  the structures of patriarchy  are reversed through  the 
paradigms of maternal presence and paternal ���+�������
���9�"71 Aronofsky  reestablishes the mother  as a 
nondescript, meaningless shell, as one in a long line of mothers subjected to constant erasure, because 
to let her win  would  deny the very real dogmas of 21st-century patriarchal  epistemologies. It  is this 
refusal to reproduce a maternalist  fantasy that constitutes mother! as an iteration  of the American  
ecofeminist gothic, aware of its dystopian  colonial roots and working  towards  its responsibilities  to all 
life  forms. 
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If  nature is indeed a haunted house, as Emily  Dickinson  once postulated,72 then the gothic mother 

still  awaits liberation  from  the androcentric prison that is the Anthropocene. Future ecofeminist poetics 
are thus compelled to look beyond the margins of feminine  ethics: after all, we are women, and we are 
more than (our)  nature. 
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An Ecology of Abject Women: Frontier 
Gothicism and Ecofeminism in Shirley 

�:�����;�������<�� We Have Always Lived in the Castle 

Alexandra Hauke 

I ntroductIon : FrontIer  r ealIsm , GothIc  symbolIsm , 
and  ecoloGIcal  FemInIsm  

In  recent years, a variety of scholars and critics have read the political situ- 
ation of the United  States in the twenty-f rst century as an expression of 
gothic sentiments, from the impending �?�����
������ horror of Donald �����	�8���<�� 
���������
�������A in 2016 (C. Parker) and the comparison of the 2017 inaugura- 
tion  to a �?�����
������ ���������
�8�������A (Petri) to the idea that national-political 
discourse since the election has become def ned by metaphors of �?�
���� 
monster �����������
�������A (Williams and Prince vii). Most poignantly, in the fore- 
word to Victoria �B���.�������	�8�<�� edited volume Make America Hate Again:  
Trump-Era Horror  and the Politics of Fear (2019),  Kendall Phillips 
observes that if the current �?���������� Golden Age of Horror  �E�F�G is the result 
of a major point of cultural turmoil,  that turmoil  has a name: �����	�8���"�A He 
continues that �?�
���� ascendancy of Donald J. Trump to the White House 
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is more a symptom of the rising fear and anxiety that has fueled and been 
fueled by xenophobic, nationalist, racist, misogynistic, anti-Semitic, and 
anti-immigrant (among others) rhetoric in numerous �����	���
���������A (xiv�Ix). 
The essays in �B���.�������	�8�<�� collection show how f ction has similarly been 
fueled by the need to scrutinize these attitudes in manners that uncover 
the topicality of the gothic horrors of the current culture of fear, rooted in 
the long history of fearmongering in the United  States ever since the 
inception of what Patricia Nelson Limerick calls the �?�3�������
������ ���������������8���A 
the �?������������ �8�2�
���A of �?�7�����
�� ���8���������������A (322).  In  this essay I  will  draw 
on this idea to navigate the ways American political contexts and the 
gothic horrors that def ne them have never been exclusively contained to 
either storytelling or actuality but, rather, seep into and out of each other 
in ways that reveal the ambiguity and spectrality of as well as the blurred 
lines between past and present bigoted discourses. 

The release of the 2018 f lm adaptation of Shirley �:�����;�������<�� 1962 
novella We Have Always Lived in  the Castle speaks to the topicality of the 
frontier as both a founding myth and a current model of us-vs.-them ide- 
ologies in the United  States that segregate dominant from marginalized 
groups and thus the Self from the Other. In  his theory of American gothic, 
Eric Savoy famously calls this condition the �?�����
�	���� of what is unsuccess- 
fully ���������������������A i.e., an �?���8���������
������ to ���������
���
�������A (4),  which is a central 
tenet of American gothic f ction more generally. I  will  argue in this chap- 
ter, however, that the frontier as the f rst marker of segregation upon 
European contact in the New World does not necessarily return but has 
rather remained all along as the primary haunting element throughout  
American history, continuing to rear its horrifying  head in gothic texts and 
political contexts of various kinds. Frontier gothicism lends itself particu- 
larly well to explore the impacts of this spectrality on current realities of 
inequality that have their roots in the colonialism of settler conquest and 
Puritanism, whose ideologies are, in turn, tethered to the frontier. 

Stacie �$�����������<�� cinematic adaptation of Castle adopts the premises of 
�:�����;�������<�� literary source text, a fundamental piece of the gothic tradition,  
which, as I  will  argue, is implicitly  and explicitly constructed around the 
problematics of the United  ���
���
�����< foundational frontier paradigm. Passon 
translates the �
�����
�<�� ongoing relevance to the Anthropocene through the 
application of frontier imagery to contexts additional to physical space, 
namely, primarily, the social realm of gender inequality. Thereby, she 
points towards the ways women and the environment are simultaneously 
subjected to processes of Othering and subsequently stripped of agency 
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through colonialist measures reminiscent of frontier segregation. The f lm 
thus allows for discussions of the current urgencies and discourses of eco- 
criticism, on the one hand, and intersectional feminism, on the other, as 
ways to thematize the haunting qualities of frontier violence against 
women and the environment as human and non-human Others, respec- 
tively. During  times of increasing activism surrounding #metoo move- 
ments, queer feminisms of color, and ecofeminist initiatives, Castle thus 
uncovers the origins of domineering regimes and authoritarian discourses 
many women are still subjected to in the present moment. As such, the 
f ���8�<�� currency lies in its success to bridge the gap between gothic pasts 
and their present specters in the context of the entangled realities of 
women and land, allowing ���������2�<�� seminal ideas to be imbued with the 
meanings, signif cances, and language of twenty-f rst-century ecofeminist 
initiatives. �:�����;�������<�� f nal novel has received signif cant scholarly attention 
(cf. Carpenter, Downey, �B�	�O���� ���������P���������Q yet the interplay between the 
simultaneous oppression of women and their environments, forms of ste- 
reotyping surrounding the alleged nature and biology of women, as well 
as the �
�����
�<�� roots in the violence and dualisms of the frontier have been 
largely overlooked, especially in �$�����������<�� version. 

In  this essay, I  read �:�����;�������<�� Castle as well as select scenes from the 
018 f lm adaptation across distinctly American literary aesthetics and 2 

politics of frontier gothicism and ecofeminist criticism to carve out their 
interconnected haunting qualities in the twenty-f rst-century United  
States. I  argue that �:�����;�������<�� narrative negotiates the ways certain binaries 
at the core of Western patriarchal systems, e.g., man/woman,  nature/  
culture, and human/nature,  carry forward American foundational beliefs 
about the frontier as well as its ongoing manifestations and usefulness in 
maintaining current orders of supremacy over the environment and subor- 
dinated groups, primarily women. As such, the novel scrutinizes, f rst, the 
conceptual wickedness of witch-protagonist Mary Katherine (Merricat)  
Blackwood, who serves as the �����������<�� principal Other, an unruly woman 
and a rendition of the Salem witch as a haunting agent threatening civili- 
�����
�������<�� status quo; second, the affective housewife-�3���R������ of her older 
sister and surrogate mother, Constance Blackwood, who exhibits an 
obsession with the ecologies of food and gardening as relief from her ago- 
raphobia; third,  the �������
�������< status as feminized Others and their suppos- 
edly �?�����
�	�������A relation to the gothic forest separating Blackwood mansion 
from the adjacent New England town; and fourth,  their struggles with  
conformity as single women yet their ultimate efforts to break free from 
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the constraints of social expectations through frontier gothic and ecofemi- 
nist means. I  show that the �������
�������< arguably questionable and ambiguous 
self-liberation at the end of the text reveals Castle�<�� relationship with 
nature as haunted by the frontier as a historic marker of both Self vs. Other 
and nature vs. culture, which becomes embedded in the �
�����
�<�� American 
landscape through the juxtapositions of forest vs. town and domesticity vs. 
independence. Additionally, the essentialist identif cation of women with 
nature is both scrutinized and enforced in the text, a frustrating yet neces- 
sary non-resolution that speaks to continuous discriminating imagery and 
practices in present-day patriarchal expressions of longstanding ideals. As 
such, by zooming in on �B�������������
�<�� and �.�������
���������<�� lives six years after a 
poisoning incident killed the rest of their family, with  the exception of 
their now disabled Uncle Julian, Castle comments on the legacies of colo- 
nial structures that manifest in the frontier as a physical, cultural, psycho- 
logical, ecological, and gendered marker of binary understandings of 
women and nature that inform contemporary narratives and politics. 

Rooted in the discourses of discovery and conquest of Othered indi- 
viduals, the histories of witch hysteria at the core of the Salem Witch Trials, 
and the patriarchal teachings of Puritan ideologies, Castle questions essen- 
tialist associations of womanhood and wilderness by cutting across the 
interconnected systemic injustices of sexism and ecological depletion. 
Leslie Fiedler argues that, in the American gothic, �?�
���� heathen, unre- 
deemed wilderness and not the decaying monuments of a dying class, 
nature and not society becomes the symbol of ���������A (160).  Reading Castle 
as an iteration of American frontier gothic testif es to this idea in the way 
both literal and f gurative meanings of nature and wilderness are at the 
forefront of �:�����;�������<�� novel: despite the fact that �B�������������
�<�� charm ensures 
sympathy on behalf of the reader/spectator, her childlike wildness, aff nity 
for earthy magic, interest in plants, and desire to transform into  a super- 
natural creature posit her as the core problem of the society depicted in 
the novel. Her denial of the feminine ideal marks her as the principal pro- 
tagonist of the �
�����
�<�� monster narrative, wherein the tomboyish, argumen- 
tative, and man-hating witch is doomed from the start because she resists 
what the New England villagers understand as her biological calling. 
�B�������������
�<�� �?�
���	�� �����
�	�������A the most disputed idea in the novel, is, in fact, a 
�? haunted �����
�	�����A for the ways it  is subjected to and ruled by the expecta- 
tions and limitations of the Puritan legacies that def ne the �
�������<�� ideolo- 
gies: without  her womanhood, Merricat seizes to matter or be respected; 
yet, by inhabiting the wrong kind of womanhood, she faces the same 
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ostracization. As such, while class hierarchies between the Blackwoods and 
their neighbors serve as a catalyst of conf ict in the novel, the �������
�������������
���< 
gender and inability to adhere to �����������
�2�<�� regulations exacerbate the social 
frontier between the groups and thus shed light  on the multifaceted ways 
human and non-human nature is haunted in the story. Lynette Carpenter 
claims in this respect that, to the townspeople, �?�
���� Blackwood wealth 
might be an affront, but Blackwood wealth in the hands of women is a 
�
�����������
�2�A (34).  �B�������������
�<�� reputation as the crazy witch with demonic 
powers adds insult to injury in this respect, for her presence in town stores 
during her weekly shopping trips elicits both fear and fascination in the 
villagers, i.e., double-edged reactions that speak to the American �����
�������<�� 
theme of ambiguity. By foregrounding her witchhood in this way, the 
novel also adds to the aforementioned idea of �B�������������
�<�� haunted nature 
as a woman by suggesting that she, in turn,  serves as a spectral agent 
whose symbolic signif cation�Ta personif ed reminder of the Salem Witch 
Trials�T threatens the ���������������<�� stability and rigid belief systems. 

In  addition to �B�������������
�<�� status as the radical Other in the novel, 
Jackson introduces Constance as the keeper of the garden, a cultivated 
wilderness where her duty as caretaker of Merricat, Uncle Julian, their 
house, and the environment intersect. As such, despite the fact that (or, 
rather, precisely because) Constance is unmarried, she takes on the respon- 
sibilities of the woman of the house, her daily repertoire limited to an 
obsession with food, cooking, and cleaning. Dara Downey has observed 
that, for the good housewife of the early to mid-twentieth century, �?�����2 
failure to perform these tasks regularly, tirelessly, and to an increasingly 
high standard became the target of explicitly Gothic language and imag- 
er �2�"�A She continues that advertisements for cleaning supplies would ask, 
for example, �?�@�� you live in a haunted house? Is your house germ- 
�����	���
�����U�A This rhetoric thereby �?�������������
���� housewifely guilt  and the 
struggle to �Vf t �����< by positioning them as ���8�����������<�� only defense against 
the forces of darkness, f guratively ridding their country of ghosts by keep- 
ing it  literally �����������A (Downey 292). Around the same time, in 1942, 
Gordon �$�����;���< photographic rendition of �?���8������������ �����
�������A added to 
the United  ���
���
�����< contradictory narrative around cleaning as a status sym- 
bol for white, middle-class women taking care of private homes (like 
Constance), on the one hand, and as often invisible, underpaid, and taken- 
for-granted labor in public spaces by many African American women, on 
the other. Ella Watson, the ���8�������<�� subject, is standing in front  of the 
Star-Spangled Banner, holding a mop and broom while looking straight 
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into  the camera, creating an atmosphere that symbolizes a different state 
of American affairs than Grant �7�������<�� 1930 version of the same name. 
�$�����;���< updated rendition points to a particular rift  between the realities of 
marginalized groups, the �����	���
���2�<�� true gothicism, represented by Watson, 
and the f ctions of the American Dream as well as the impossible promise 
of �?�0 Pluribus �>���	�8�A�� exemplif ed by the American f ag in the ���8�������<�� 
background. 

While �:�����;�������<�� Castle lacks discussions of race and its intersections 
with other identity markers such as class altogether, this particular erasure 
speaks volumes when read in contradistinction to the hyperbolic represen- 
tation of �.�������
���������<�� cleaning habits: because black, indigenous, and peo- 
ple of color are missing from the narrative scene, another 
character�TMerricat�Tmust step in to serve as �?�� f oating signif �����A repre- 
senting a racialized Other so that �?�
���� continuity  of that specif c racial 
mystique is not ���������������������A �
�@�W������ 332). While in �$�����;���< �?���8������������ 
�����
�������A that Other is the black woman, in Castle, the f lthy forest- 
enthusiast Merricat, who wishes to leave Earth and live on the moon, 
personif es the wilderness across the historic frontier through a representa- 
tion  of the stereotyped woman-nature connection that later also merges 
with her f guration as the �
�����
�<�� central witch. While Constance attempts 
to clean the past of the nation and of the family tragedy away, Merricat as 
the specter of the Other keeps coming back to dirty  the scene, making 
both housewife perfection and the denial of historical horrors impossi- 
ble�T a fact that speaks to ���������2�<�� seminal idea of the gothic as �?�� discursive 
f eld of return and �������
�������
�������A as well as of the �?�3�������	���� of repression and 
�3���������
�
�������A (6, 4). As such, by dragging f lth  from the forest into  the 
house, Merricat enables nature to become a haunting force. Further, the 
fact that she inhabits a female body calls to attention ecofeminist efforts to 
understand the connection between her wildness as human, woman, and 
witch, whereby her rejection of androcentric systems in the novel is 
expressed in her witchy allusions to the healing propensities of nature, 
further pointing  towards the necessity to disentangle the binary separation 
of human/non -human ecologies that mark her. 

The American frontier gothic and the ecofeminist urgency to liberate 
women and their environments in Castle are in full  effect at this point.  
Food and eating have become literal and f gurative processes of nourish- 
ment for the sisters, with the preparation, conservation, and consumption 
of what Constance harvests in the garden and what Merricat buys in town 
serving as both necessary and sustainable actions for their lives. However, 
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the obsessive maintenance of their respective roles as (house) wife and sur- 
rogate husband transforms their family estate into  an ambivalent agent of 
protection and entrapment. While the sisters seem to thrive in what has 
always been a gothic castle per the �����������<�� title,  their peace is easily dis- 
turbed by in- and external representations of the patriarchal order (Uncle 
Julian and their cousin Charles Blackwood, respectively). As such, while 
the �������
�������< conjoined participation in the family murder can superf cially 
be seen as a feminist undertaking of the deconstruction of an oppressive 
regime, their mental states rather account for violent vengeance without  
consideration of the repercussions of their actions. 

�B�������������
�<�� and �.�������
���������<�� subsequent f ight into  care for different 
environments and ecologies�Thouse, garden, food, woods, moon, each 
other�T serves as an attempt to overcome the frontiers between past and 
present, male dominance and female oppression, and sanity and madness. 
The �������
�������< actions at f rst seem to align with ecofeminist efforts to unravel 
the dualisms of patriarchal hegemony, whereby �?�������
 can be regarded as 
authentically human/masculine �E�F�G is def ned as superior and in opposi- 
tion  to the natural, physical or biological realm. Idealized masculinity qua 
humanity transcends this realm, while women, nature and all else that do 
not conform are �V���
�����������< to conf rm and justify their ���	�5�������������
�������A 
(M. Phillips 472). Upon closer investigation, however, they actually work 
towards enclosing themselves in their forever home, the titular  castle, far 
removed from civilization, instead of entering into  true freedom, thereby 
perpetuating the very oppression they claim to despise because of a lack of 
other viable options for them. At the end, therefore, both sisters have 
become wildlings with a special bond to each other and to their domestic 
surroundings, stacked with innumerable jars of preserved garden harvest 
signifying their �?�����
�	�������A habitat. Because neither of them risks an attempt 
at overhauling the �������������������< beliefs about their respective positions as 
women, �B�������������
�<�� and �.�������
���������<�� roles remain f rmly inscribed as defy- 
ing the alleged nature of women while relying on the protection of their 
natural surroundings, arguably becoming one with and feeding into  the 
haunting essentialisms of Mother Nature. 

Examining the interplay between ecofeminism and frontier gothicism 
in Castle allows for an uncovering of the dualistic tendencies and invoca- 
tions of the American gothic ideas of repetition and return, i.e., of the 
haunting qualities of an unprocessed past of violence and oppression, 
which speak to the ways patriarchal mastery proliferates in current US 
discourses. Ultimately,  this approach reveals the complex and ambiguous 
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interrelationships between women and the environment as well as the 
need to defy such restricting binaries and counter the inextricable disen- 
franchisement of both that still dominates debates about climate change 
and discrimination in the twenty-f rst century, whence non-human nature 
emerges as both haunted and haunting. No matter the path Merricat and 
Constance choose, neither of the sisters can account for the ideal of wom- 
anhood prescribed by the small �
�������<�� heteronormative expectations, in 
turn  rooted in New �0�������������<�� Puritan past. Both women are abjected and 
fall victim to stereotypes of femininity, establishing Castle as an American 
gothic tale of mutual domestication between the sisters, which f nds 
resolve only in a reconf guration yet ultimate proliferation of the frontier 
paradigm. 

FrontIer  a esthetIcs  and  ecoFemInIst  PolItIcs  In  We 

H ave  a lWays  l ived  in  tHe  Castle  

�B�������������
�<�� introduction  at the beginning of Castle has been named one of 
the best opening paragraphs in all of literature (Klein; Temple) for the way 
she exposes the fundamentals of her character: readers learn that she is 
eighteen years old, yet dislikes washing herself; they hear about her disap- 
pointment with  not being born a werewolf; and they are informed about 
her fondness for Constance, Amanita  phalloides (the death cap mush- 
room), and Richard Plantagenet (Jackson 1). Upon close examination, 
�B�������������
�<�� testimony already brings to light  the gothic and environmental 
contexts of the novel. Her love for the death cap mushroom appears rather 
straightforward and suggests a fascination with death and deadly plants; 
indeed, Merricat continuously reveals her intrusive thoughts about her 
desire to kill  the villagers and, especially, the men she encounters: �?�= would 
have liked to come into  the grocery some morning and see them all, even 
the Elberts and the children, lying there crying with  the pain and ���2�������A 
(8�I9). Additionally, the intersection of her mentioning of the deadly plant 
and Constance, who is in charge of gardening, harvesting food, and cook- 
ing, exposes the inextricable link between the tripartite structure of the 
sisters, the signif cance of natural products, and the wildness of their sur- 
rounding ecologies. Lastly, �B�������������
�<�� consecutive indication of Amanita  
phalloides and the death of the rest of her family serves as the f rst instance 
of foreshadowing with regard to her own and �.�������
���������<�� role in this fatal 
occurrence. Darryl Hattenhauer suggests the translation of the 
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�8�	�����������8�<�� name as �?�� man-eater ���������������A (177);  Merricat thus rather 
explicitly informs readers of her omnipresent desire to erase masculine- 
identif ed individuals through deadly force. 

The meaning and importance of Richard Plantagenet is less obvious. 
Emily Temple argues that Merricat 

could be referring to a number of people, �E�F�G but she probably means the 
third  Duke of York, whose claim to the throne �E�F�G was a primary cause of 
the Wars of the Roses. In  1460, the English Parliament compromised and 
declared that Richard would succeed to the throne after Henry �C�=�<�� death, 
but he was killed in battle by the Lancaster forces, and his son wound up 
becoming king instead. 

In  addition to another allusion to plant life through the war context, 
according to the House of Names, the family name of the Plantagenet 
dynasty translates to gardener �?���� the name was originally derived from 
the Old English word plant meaning plant, or young tree�"�A John S. Plant 
of the Guild of One-Name Studies supports this reading in a discussion of 
the nineteenth-century controversies around the royal �����8���<�� true mean- 
ing and origin,  asserting that Plantagenet is part of a family of �?plant- 
based �����8�����A (2)  that point to �?�����������������A or �?���������
���� of various ���������
���A 
(3).  �B�������������
�<�� fascination with Richard Plantagenet thus, at f rst, appears 
like a random mental leap in her list of curious interests, especially because 
this f gure is never mentioned again; however, associations with plants and 
nature as well as the �@�	�;���<�� noble backgrounds expose crucial informa- 
tion about the �����������<�� gothic and ecofeminist contexts. 

The former is invoked through �$�������
�����������
�<�� similarities to the 
Blackwood �3���8�����2�<�� own last name, whereby the invocation of black wood 
allows yet another connection to the �����������<�� focus on nature and wildlife. 
The sisters are surrounded by the woods that separate them from the vil- 
lage in manners similar to the frontier, Othering and segregating the hum- 
bler town from the wealthy environments of the Blackwoods. This gothic 
forest, which Elizabeth Parker calls the �?�@������ Dark �7���������A and under- 
stands as �?���� archetypical site of dread in the collective human imagina- 
�
�������A (1),  elicits both semantic and metaphoric blackness by acting as 
dividing line between classes, allowing both groups to keep to their side all 
the while coding the other side as evil and bad. Parker continues that 
�? landscape is commonly read as a binary �����������A (1),  which supports the 
way the oppositions in Castle simultaneously understand themselves as the 
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respective good party. Connecting this twofold  understanding of land- 
scape and group in-/exclusion  to the dualism of civilization and nature at 
the core of the frontier  gothic highlights how the Blackwoods and the 
villagers also concurrently inhabit both of these spaces. Because the groups 
Other each other, they see their corresponding antagonists as uncivilized. 
�B�������������
�<�� disdain specif cally manifests in her disgust for the town as a 
socially and ecologically inferior space, which brings to light  the way she 
equates anyone who is not a Blackwood with decay: 

it  was as though the people needed the ugliness of the village, and fed on it.  
The houses and the stores seemed to have been set up in contemptuous 
haste to provide shelter for the drab and the unpleasant, and �E�F�G perhaps 
their slow rot  was a sign of the ugliness of the villagers. (Jackson 6) 

Merricat exposes her own prejudice of the town through the semantic 
f eld of nature, envisioning a process of decomposition that resembles eco- 
logical waste. The villagers, to her, are thus inevitably closer to the dark 
sides of nature and must succumb to its power, which she believes lies in 
her hands. 

Merricat continues that the �?������������ of the village disliked the fact that 
we always had plenty of money to pay for whatever we �������
�����A (7);  at the 
same time, she calls the grocery �����������<�� wife �?�����������2�A (8) because of the 
�����8�����<�� suspicious attitudes towards the younger Blackwood sister when 
she shops. In  truly  self-righteous colonizer fashion, Merricat thus resents 
the villagers for resenting her and deems their attitudes unreasonable, 
thereby �����X�������2 ignoring the origin of the �������������������< anger. She cannot see 
the role her family plays in the unequal distribution  of economic resources 
between the Blackwoods and the villagers, relying on an us-vs.-them 
understanding of the world that becomes the primary legacy of frontier 
mentality in the novel. Most painfully, Merricat denounces the majority of 
her family in the most violent way�Tmurder by poison�Tbecause of her 
feelings of inferiority  opposite her parents; at the same time, however, she 
exhibits pride in her lineage, which also comes with the �3���8�����2�<�� classism. 
It  is thus unsurprising that Merricat identif es with the English nobility  of 
the Plantagenet dynasty, who carry a name similar in royalty to her own�T  
at least, according to her beliefs. 

Beyond the forest as segregating tool,  the spatial separation between 
the family estate and the rest of the town is soon made even more explicit: 
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Blackwood Road goes in a circle around the Blackwood land and along 
every inch of Blackwood Road is a wire fence built  by our father. Not  far 
past the town is the big black rock which marks the entrance to the path 
where I  unlock the gate and lock it  behind me and go through the woods 
and am home. (4) 

Readers learn later on that this entryway to the estate is additionally 
marked with the words �?�$�1�=�C�����0 NO  ���1�0���$�������=�����A in capital letters 
ever since Mrs. Blackwood proclaimed that the �?�������������2�<�� built for com - 
mon people �E�F�G and my front  door is �����������
���A (18).  After the �3���8�����2�<�� 
passing, the sisters continue to revel in their isolation and in the fact that 
their parents made sure �?�
���� path is closed �3�������������A (19).  This is a crucial 
moment in the novel because it  fundamentally changes the meaning of the 
American frontier:  Rather than simply a dividing line, closing the gate as 
frontier between the upper-class Blackwoods and the �?�����8�8���� �������������A 
suggests locking it  safely in place for all eternity, enabling its dissemination 
through later generations. The bolted path thus emerges as a marker of 
the intersection of the Blackwood �3���8�����2�<�� hatred of the lowly villagers and 
their reliance on the surrounding forest as shield from these Others. At 
this point,  Castle testif es to Mogen et �����"�<�� claim that �?�E�3�G�������
������ gothic 
literature expresses how alienation and fear both subvert and continually 
redef ne the American ideal of the future as a frontier leading each of us 
and our nation to ever more positive cultural and psychological transfor- 
�8���
���������A (26).  The Blackwood sisters suffer from imprisonment that is 
both self-induced and perpetuated from their �����������
���< anxieties about los- 
ing their privileges if they ever mingled with the villagers. The �
�����
�<�� title  
exposes its most complex meaning at this point:  on the surface, it  alludes 
to the fact that the Blackwoods have inhabited the family house for gen- 
erations; further, it  can be read as an indicator of the omnipresence of 
patriarchal hegemony, which has always kept women like Merricat and 
Constance locked up in gothic castles. While the environment functions as 
a place of refuge, freedom, and nourishment for the sisters, it  is also 
engaged in a constant battle for the upper hand with the castle as a marker 
of patriarchy. In  these moments, it  becomes clear that nature is seen as a 
haunted object while simultaneously serving as a haunting agent, ever 
caught in the push and pull between systemic oppression and decoloniz- 
ing resistance. 

The castle also points towards the �����
�������<�� English origins, wherein, 
since Horace �7�������������<�� seminal work The Castle of Otranto (1764),  this 
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building  emerged as the primary setting of the haunting horrors of domes- 
ticity and oppression. By transferring the castle to an American context 
while equally imprisoning its Othered inhabitants, Jackson reminds read- 
ers of the fact that the histories of disenfranchisement in the United  States 
are always tied to the legacies of European settlers, correlating the 
American frontier �����
�������<�� return of the repressed and its colonizing 
oppressor from overseas. This engagement with the ambiguous qualities 
of the woods as well as its nod to the transatlantic developments of the 
gothic genre and its actors establishes Castle as a truly  American frontier 
gothic tale. Because Merricat understands herself and her sister as victims 
of villagers who are descendants of pioneer oppressors, she ceaselessly 
works towards keeping her family isolated from them, unaware that her 
own acts of Othering establish her as equally�T if not more�Tseparatist 
than the townsfolk. �B�������������
�<�� tendency to resort to vicious means testif es 
to the fact that, because of her economic background, she has never 
learned to work for her desires but to take them by force in order to 
threaten and keep at bay those she perceives as her inferiors or enemies. 

Merricat exploits every opportunity  to demonstrate her power since the 
death of her parents, even if she is not next in line as successor. In  this 
context, �B�������������
�<�� appreciation of the Duke of York also suggests a kind 
of schadenfreude: her signif cance to Constance, performance as family 
protector, and handiwork in the household prove that she has been able to 
rise to authority, like �$�������
�����������
�<�� son, despite not being a man. 
Respectively, as Hattenhauer observes, the younger sister �?���� generally 
more male-identif ed. She plays the ���	���5�������<�� role by taking her sister as 
her �������
�������"�A He continues that she �?�������3�����8�� the manly duties of carpen- 
tr y, trading downtown, and killing  �������������A (177),  complementing 
�.�������
���������<�� femininized role as maternal and wifely head of the house. 
This way, it  is clear from the beginning that there is no need for male help 
in this ecosystem because all necessary roles have been distributed among 
the sisters. At the same time, the specter of Puritan idealism in the form of 
village gossip also continuously reminds them that a female-led household 
goes against nature and will  only lead to even more surveillance and 
criticism. 

In  addition to �B�������������
�<�� masculine-coded behavior, dress, and work, 
she also embodies traditionally feminine-identif ed categories. When the 
�
���������������������<�� children confront Merricat with an already well-known 
chant, wherein they rhyme �?�2���	�<���� poison �8���A with �?�����	���� you like to go 
to �����������A and �?�E���G������ in the boneyard ten feet ���������A (16),  they pinpoint  



 
 

205 
 

  
  

Merricat as a murderous perpetrator with  an evil reputation. The way they 
fear and mock her yet simultaneously engage with her out of idle curiosity 
invokes Barbara �.���������<�� seminal concept of �?�
���� monstrous-�3���8�������������A 
which �?���������;�� to us more about male fears than about female desire or 
feminine ���	�5�6�����
�������
�2�A (7).  Echoing what in this paper I  consider a gen- 
dered frontier, she continues that �?�
�����
 which crosses or threatens to cross 
the �V�5�����������< is abject. Although  the specif c nature of the border changes 
[  �F�G�� the function of the monstrous remains the same�T to bring about an 
encounter between the symbolic order and that which threatens its stabil- 
���
�2�A (11).  While in many gothic texts, the position of the monstrous- 
feminine is occupied by mother f gures, in Castle, this role is primarily 
played by the rebellious woman, whose disobedient nature, unruly wild- 
ness, and murderous appetites the villagers equate with  witchhood. Creed 
asserts that �?�E�
�G�������� is one incontestably monstrous role �E�F�G that belongs 
to woman�T that of the �����
�������A a f gure that �?������ inspired both awe and 
�����������A (73, 74). Merricat is Othered because of her peculiar behaviors, 
which suggest, as Oates points out, �?�� kind of simple, sympathetic magic 
involving �V�����3�����	���������<�A (150),  which are meant to protect the sisters from 
male invasion through �����
�	�����<�� energies. Merricat nails her �3���
�������<�� check- 
book to a tree and buries coins by the creek near the family estate, using 
both her monetary status and her dead �3���8�����2�<�� spectral shadow as protec- 
tion from those she believes to be less cultured than her. 

Thus, instead of truly supernatural magic, �B�������������
�<�� self-administered 
power lies in drawing frontiers between her family and the rest of the 
world, engaging in the very practices she holds against the villagers for 
supposedly segregating the Blackwoods. Her desire to act as a truly super- 
natural creature, implied in her opening lament about missing out on 
being a werewolf, remains unfulf lled, for �B�������������
�<�� monstrosity lies in her 
def ant, vengeful humanness. As such, inhabiting the position of the mon- 
ster through her role as the monstrous-feminine witch, and thus the nov- 
�����<�� central Other at the mercy of entangled human/non -human 
discriminations, Merricat emerges as a true frontier f gure whose identities 
are constantly de- and reconstructed as she draws and redraws boundaries 
between herself and others, using her �����������<�� ecologies as her language. 
Mogen et al. observe that, in frontier gothic texts, the �?�������
�����2 of the 
other speaks, not from the history books, but from the �������������������A so that 
�? Gothicism must abide on a frontier�Twhether physical or psychical �E�F�G 
American frontier gothic literature derives from this conf ict between the 
inscripted history of the other, somehow immanent in the landscape of the 
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�3�������
�������A (16, 17). By engaging the ���������<�� specters in the form of the 
Salem witch, Merricat not only serves as a modern-day testament of the 
open wounds of American history, she also becomes the principal marker 
of the dualisms ecofeminist projects aim to dismantle. On the one hand, 
as I  have shown above, Merricat is proof that the same person can take on 
varying identities, that these identif cations are in constant f ux, and that 
none of them is inherently superior: she makes similar use of her mascu- 
line- and feminine-coded traits so that her persona approaches an almost 
gender-neutral, non-binary, or queer position, all of which stand in oppo- 
sition to the patriarchal norm she condemns. On the other, Merricat is a 
f rm believer in the binary between good and evil as well as superior and 
inferior, whereby she clearly identif es men with the respective latter of 
these juxtapositions. Additionally, she practices favoritism of nature over 
culture in the sense of wilderness vs. civilization despite the fact that her 
privilege derives from class hierarchies introduced by the very society she 
rejects. Jackson hence writes Merricat as a contradictory f gure who does 
not actively seek social and ecological democracy for both human and 
non-human Others because she cannot identify the ecofeminist �?�������8������ 
that how we treat nature and how we treat each other are inseparably 
�������;�����A (Gaard 158). Merricat becomes a haunting image of the ambigui- 
ties at the core of the American frontier and the gothic through her hypo- 
critical condemnation of yet ultimate participation in the practices of 
patriarchal oppression, i.e., her dualistic thinking,  manipulation of 
Constance, and strategic (mis)use of her natural surroundings. Merricat is 
thus herself responsible for the continuous reconf guration of nature as 
haunted and haunting, depending on what serves her in every respec- 
tive moment. 

For this reason, Merricat goes into  overdrive when her power is threat- 
ened by the arrival of cousin Charles Blackwood, who invades the �������
�������< 
privacy in ways reminiscent of the deceased Blackwood father; thus, his 
patriarchal presence must be expunged. The only way this seems possible 
in the novel is through arson, which becomes an iteration of what Richard 
Slotkin has famously termed �?�����������������
������ through �����������������A (5).  In  her 
�3���
�������<�� room, at one point  inhabited by Charles, Merricat lights her cous- 
�����<�� newspapers on f re. The f ames spread to other parts of the mansion, 
driving all Blackwoods, except Uncle Julian, who succumbs to the not-so- 
haphazard accident, out of the house. The incident alarms the townspeo- 
ple, who come to gawk at the spectacle: �?���������� was a long row of cars, and 
the village f re engine, all parked as close as they could get, and everyone 
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in the village was there, looking up and �����
�����������"�A Charles exclaims that 
�? [t]hey  had plenty of ���������������A (Jackson 103), suggesting that the sisters 
are responsible for their downfall because of their non-conformity with his 
and �����������
�2�<�� regulations. When some of the villagers suggest to the f re- 
men to let the house burn with the sisters in it  (105),  the scene becomes, 
according to Carpenter, �?�� modern confrontation between witches and 
�����
�������	���
���������A whereby the witchhunt  can be understood �?���� one patriar- 
chal response to female �����5�������������A (32).  As such, the �������������������< desires to 
watch the Blackwood women meet their fatal destinies in ways similar to 
the Salem witches continues the �����������<�� engagement with the idea of 
regeneration through violence (Slotkin),  implying that one side of the 
divide (between upper and lower class, between culture and nature) must 
perish to open up the possibility for a new beginning. 

Such a renaissance speaks to frontier gothic and ecofeminist visions of 
unprejudiced futures. In  their exploration of the �?�����������	�
�����������2 possibili- 
�
�������A of frontier gothic literature, Mogen et al. invoke D.H.  �J���������������<�� 
idea that �?�
���� new nucleus of a new society, the clue to a new world-epoch 
[  �F�G asks for the great and cruel sloughing f rst of all. Then it  f nds release 
into  a new world, a new moral, a new �������������������A (21).  At the end of 
Castle, the top part of the Blackwood house has burned down, seemingly 
cleansing the space of its former energies and suggesting a vanquishing of 
the specters of the past. The sisters have successfully eliminated all points 
of contact to the outside world, remaining barricaded in their paradisiac 
castle, which now resembles the �?�3������������ cursed world created by original 
sin [that]  was imported to New �0�������������A and that �?������������ the �$�	�����
�������< 
experience of the landscape and the natural world they found �
���������A 
(Hillard  110). The Biblical and colonial pasts have returned yet again with  
Constance and Merricat emerging as different versions of Eve: the former 
as the sublime f guration of the immaculate woman in her natural glory, 
the latter as the catalyst of the cultural-ecological apocalypse. Hattenhauer 
even adds that �?�
�����2 look like American Eves restored to a primitive �0�������A 
(185),  the gothic castle that emerges as the New-New World, an ecosys- 
tem eventually ruled only by the sisters. When the house f re has subsided 
and the villagers have left, Merricat and Constance return to their home, 
a new Eden, which they close off from the world with  wood panels that 
f nally allow them the privacy Merricat, in particular, has always desired. 
They establish a new normal by setting up camp in the kitchen, the only 
unscathed room, seemingly waiting for Constance to continue her duties 
as cook with the equally intact collection of pickled garden harvest in the 
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pantry. Meanwhile, the townspeople return one by one to bring food to 
the �������
�������< front  door for fear of the �����
�����<�� vengeful wrath. Merricat and 
Constance ignore all attempts at reconciliation and uphold the frontier 
between civilization outside and their self-established, wild paradise inside, 
where both human and non-human nature are cherished equally. They 
repeatedly revel in how happy they are, their �?���2���� looking out through 
the �����������A that overgrow the mansion, by this point �?�5���������2 recognizable 
as a �����	�����A (146).  The �����������<�� f nal moment of regeneration thus comes 
in the form of Blackwood mansion revealing its true form as �?�� �������
�������A a 
gothic character in itself, whose roof has burned away and now stands 
�? turreted and open to the ���;�2�A (120).  The sisters, the house, and its sur- 
roundings seem no longer ruled by the binary processes of Othering but 
rather newly encased by a creeping plant growing up and down the �������
�����<�� 
four sides, as if offering the sisters a protective embrace from Mother  Nature. 

This closing image brings the �����������<�� frontier gothic and ecofeminist 
contexts full  circle by invoking, once more, �B�������������
�<�� initial  aff nity for 
Richard Plantagenet: plant-based meanings of the royal name Plantagenet 
are �?���������
���� to the medieval concept of �V�������������
�������< which, in medieval 
belief, was a power of �8�����<�� vegetable �����	���A (Plant 3). This not only points 
towards the healing, (re)generative powers of plant life, which comes in 
the form of the vines protecting the Blackwood sisters: it  also indicates, if 
�? �8�����A is understood as the traditionally collective marker for human(ity), 
a central goal of ecofeminist work, namely, to deconstruct the �?�������
������������ 
precedent which separates and sets humans above �����
�	�����A (Kings 70). 
This premise �?���� also responsible for enforcing the �V�������������
 ���	���
�	�����< 
between humankind and nature�T which helps to render humanity igno- 
rant of its duty towards the natural environment and the non-human 
���
�������A (Kings 70). If  humans thus have a vegetable soul, then ecofemi- 
nism can serve as a corrective and curative approach to break down the 
binaries between human/nature,  nature/culture,  and man/woman  that 
continue to haunt ever new generations, foregrounding the crucial role of 
the �����������
�<�� ecologies: �?�#�2 focusing on a return to the elements of nature�T  
in this case the myriad possibilities that plant life can show us�T humans 
have a means of returning to careful �
�����	�����
�A (Gibson 5) as well as to 
their responsibility for the environment in times of global climate crises 
and other ecological hazards. More specif cally, according to Prudence 
Gibson, because nature has been identif ed as inferior and thus female/  
feminine�Tand vice versa�T through abstractions such as �?�B���
������ �0�����
���A 
and the fact that nature is considered �?�� mother, a fecund vessel, within  
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which life (that is, the human) can �����������A this accountability for ecological 
care has primarily been awarded to women. Such a one-dimensional 
ascription �?������ be seen as delimiting  and may not serve the purposes of 
becoming woman, of fulf lling both an independent and collective state of 
being. That is, constant ���������
���A (Gibson 123) and the development of 
environmental spheres which, like the aforementioned Others, continue 
to be at once exiled and glori f ed in Western-centric, capitalist societies. 
Gibson continues that 

we have moved away from the vegetal world and neglected what being alive 
presupposes. �E�F�G it  is time to speak. Speak via eco-transmissions. Speak via 
chemical releases. Speak via the movement of f owers across the water. 
Speak, irrespective of whether there is a human there to listen. So, the plant 
contract speaks. (127) 

In  Castle, Merricat and Constance enter such a contract by similarly speak- 
ing through their interactions with  the natural ecologies of plant life 
instead of through their bodies and identities as markers of their allegedly 
feminine nature. This allows them to move beyond the limitations imposed 
on them through passed-down belief systems that have turned their home 
into  a haunted castle until  �����
�	�����<�� agency frees it  from the constraints of 
its gothic past. While the younger sister has always been fond of the natu- 
rally grown elements of wilderness, the older is left tending to the culti- 
vated parts of nature in the form of the garden, its harvests, and cooking 
them�Teven in the New-New World. While Merricat has always enjoyed 
lying on the uncut grass, Constance prefers the trimmed lawn and the 
strategically laid-out vegetable garden. When the latter is occupied per- 
fecting their home, the former dreams of a house on the moon with a 
garden (for  Constance) while escaping to her hiding place, a haphazardly 
built  cocoon of bushes on the bank of the nearby river. Hattenhauer iden- 
ti f es �B�������������
�<�� waterside safe space as a �?�������������� �����������	�
�A (177),  one 
where she is free of any expectations and can securely slip back into  the 
�8���
�������<�� womb�Tbe it  �.�������
���������<���� her dead �8���
�������<���� or Mother  
�����
�	�����<���" By disconnecting from the real world and entering an imagina- 
tive realm across the universe, Merricat uncovers her desire to cross the 
f nal frontier into  space, an idea that speaks to what was once the American 
�? national fantasy �E�F�G of a New Frontier witnessing a man on the �8�������A 
(186).  Merricat believes that, up there, she would be relieved of the trou- 
bles that haunt her and could live out her fantasy as �.�������
���������<�� only 
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receiver of attention, thus no longer needing her pseudo-supernatural 
abilities. While on Earth, however, she makes use of the �������������������< fear of 
her, rooted in the historical events of Salem, by playing the wicked witch 
to remain grounded, which allows her to honor her plant contract with  
non-human nature by nailing objects to trees and burying others by the 
property fence as well as beside her creek hideaway, all as protection from 
evil human outside forces. As such, while Merricat oftentimes suffers from 
her reputation as a representation of the monstrous-feminine with an 
aff nity for places and plants as wild as her, she turns this prejudice on its 
head by using �����
�	�����<�� propensities to her advantage through magic that 
�? appears to be self-invented, an expression of desperation and a yearning 
to stop time with  no connection to satanic practices, still less to Satan. 
(Merricat is too willful  a witch to align herself with  a putative higher 
power, especially a masculine �������������A (Oates 148). From this follows that 
her engagement with the plant contract, her care for nature in its purest 
forms, emerges in direct contrast to the limiting  contexts of the patriarchal 
regime haunting her and, instead, in line with her own version of an eco- 
feminist care ethic, which Mary Phillips claims �?���� developed as a social 
and political as well as an individual practice necessary to bring about radi- 
cal changes in our relationships in a more-than-human �����������A (471).  
From �B�������������
�<�� perspective, non-human nature was never meant to be 
dominated but embraced in a useful way to protect her and her loved 
ones; and yet, her behavior never fully permits nature to reclaim its agency 
because her childish human desires are far greater than the limits of this 
Earth allow. 

After the f re that leaves Blackwood mansion in ruins, �B�������������
�<�� dream 
has manifested in the barricaded castle as stand-in for the otherworldly 
privacy of the moon: �?�= am thinking  that we are on the moon, but it  is not 
quite as I  supposed it  would �5���A (Jackson 133). Unexpectedly, it  seems 
�B�������������
�<�� idealism has caught up with her and the remnants of life before 
her f gurative move to the moon continue to haunt her. The world as she 
knew it  has not disintegrated but is rather casting its veil of societal expec- 
tations on her and her sister from outside the barred house with no roof. 
�? I  did not think  that there was any way we could be vulnerable from 
���5�������A (120), Merricat muses at the torn-off roof, the moon above them 
acting as additional forti f cation from outside dangers as well as a reference 
point for �B�������������
�<�� witchiness: early on in the novel, the younger sister 
wishes to �?�������; home across the ���;�2�A (3);  later she desires a �?������������ 
�����������A so she �?�����	���� f y you [Constance] to the moon and �5�����;�A (22). 
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Her frequent invocations of f ying paint a traditional picture of a witch 
riding a broomstick through the sky; thus, her dream of supernatural 
experiences manifests in her visions of witchhood as a form of rebellion 
against human culture and an escape into  non-human nature. Thus, the 
f gure of the witch is always inextricably linked to nature in the text, per- 
petuating the ways both images oscillate between haunting and being 
haunted. 

The Blackwood �����	�����<�� turn towards the open sky additionally reads 
like a cry for fresh air post the uprooting  f re and a need for sunlight to 
feed the plant vines covering its exterior. Gibson emphasizes that �?�E���G���� 
plants create oxygen through photosynthesis and they absorb carbon 
dioxide. All  animals breathe oxygen and exhale carbon dioxide. �E�F�G Plants 
and humans breathe �
�������
�������A (127),  emphasizing the entanglement 
between human and non-human nature. Constance testif es to this fact 
when she decides, instead of wearing Uncle �:�	���������<�� old clothes, to cover 
herself in leaves, encasing her vegetable soul with �����
�	�����<�� wild products, 
becoming one with the earth and plant life, and merging more and more 
with the castle. In  this sense, it  seems the sisters have found a way to trans- 
plant nature into  their home, where they uphold their obsession with pre- 
paring and ingesting food to nourish their vegetable souls. They have 
established a self-suff cient ecosystem reminiscent of an untouched wilder- 
ness and (mostly) independent of civilized systems, a seeming return to 
Earth as a place where human and non-human nature coexisted in equal 
value, before it  was dominated by capitalist exploitation and climate 
threats. 

Hillard  argues that �?�3���� the Puritans the New World does function as a 
sort of Gothic castle. It  is the ���������������������A of the fallen Garden of Eden 
whose specter later returned in the unruly territories the settlers encoun- 
tered on their voyages (112).  Its presence comes back in the same way 
when the villagers in Castle, descendants of those same Puritans, are con- 
fronted with the �������
�������< ultimate rejection of civilization and patriarchy as 
well as claims to their land and monstrous femininity. Inhabiting  the very 
spaces and positions that initially  Othered them through the establish- 
ment of a new frontier  allows the sisters to experience �?�� �V���������2 �������������< 
[  that]  is both ironic and literal, the consequence of unrepentant witchcraft 
and a terrible sacrif ce�Tof ���
���������A (Oates 148). In  this sense, frontier  
gothicism for Merricat and Constance means using and abusing the fron- 
tier paradigm as well as the dualisms at the core of Western thought  to 
build a New-New World where they can�Tand must�T coexist with the 
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specters of the past and their present-day iterations for a lack of opportuni - 
ties to fully break free from the ties that bind them. Dipping  into  the 
essentialisms of being and becoming both woman and nature ultimately 
enables Merricat and Constance, as well as all women, to, at least, reign 
over the roof-less gothic castles they have always lived in instead of suc- 
cumbing to the madness in the attic, which, in �:�����;�������<�� Castle, has been 
expunged to make room for new skies. 

c onclusIon : h aunted  n atures  

In  the  t wenty -FIrst  c entury  

While �B�������������
�<�� and �.�������
���������<�� cousin Charles brief y returns to 
Blackwood mansion after the f re in �:�����;�������<�� original version of Castle, 
only to then permanently f ee from the scene, Stacie �$�����������<�� 2018 f lm 
adaptation paints a vastly different picture of �.�������������<�� f nal encounter 
with the sisters. In  a violent rendition of his last visit to court Constance, 
the cousin in the f lm breaks down the �����	�����<�� wooden barricades in frus- 
trated anger, hungry for Blackwood money and �.�������
���������<�� body. He 
enters the kitchen and jumps at Constance, seemingly ready to assault her 
in ways the text insinuates are reminiscent of the family �3���
�������<�� vicious 
dealings with his daughters before his death. When Constance and Charles 
physically struggle on the kitchen f oor, with Constance screaming and 
trying to loosen his grip on her, Merricat swoops in and beats their cousin 
to death with her �������
�����<�� snow globe. Following this f nal exhibition of 
regeneration through violence, whereby the permanent banishing of the 
ghost of Charles stands in for the elimination of all patriarchal hauntings 
of the past, including the Blackwood father, the sisters bury Charles in 
�.�������
���������<�� garden, seemingly as a sacrif ce to Mother  Nature, who will  
overgrow his body to make up for his missing vegetable soul. As such, 
while the last specter has been eradicated from the scene, merging human 
and non-human nature once again, his ongoing existence beneath the soil 
creates a new form of haunting through the secret of another Blackwood 
murder the sisters can never reveal. Castle�<�� end thus offers the most literal 
example of nature as both haunted and haunting, yet, one that relies on 
the simultaneous decay and fading away as well as the endless presence and 
memory of the patriarch. 

The recent release of Castle�<�� f lm adaptation and its transformed end- 
ing speak to the urgency to process more seriously the many ways colonial 
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violence along and beyond the mythical frontier continues to haunt the 
twenty-f rst-century United  States. The controversial ending to �$�����������<�� 
Castle infuses �:�����;�������<�� text with new meanings that scrutinize the beliefs, 
behaviors, rights, and demands of all agents on both sides of the patriarchy- 
feminism, human-nature, and past-present divides. The frontier gothic as 
a quintessentially American genre shines a light  on the stories embedded 
forever in the landscape, whose keepers must not forget to honor and care 
for its ecologies�Tboth human and non-human, for they are forever entan- 
gled. From this follows that dismantling the harmful dualisms that have 
come to def ne the Anthropocene�Tsuch as human/nature,  male/female, 
or mind/body �T is as much a project of the frontier gothic, a genre that 
narrates the complex ambiguities that def ne past and present horrors of 
American national myths, as of ecofeminism, whose proponents continue 
to push for more intersectional understandings of the relationships 
between humans and the environment. 

Lastly, Jackson and Passon may have written different endings to Castle, 
but their stories share the same central message: until  they are allowed to 
fully emancipate themselves, women�T like all human, non-human, and 
more-than-human Others�Twill  continue to live in castles, reduced to 
their feminine nature and understood as f gures both haunted by and 
haunting each new patriarchal order. A return to the vegetable soul, and 
thus to a unif cation of human and non-human nature, if through violent 
regeneration, can thus contribute to ending systemic exploitation of both 
women and the environment. In  the meantime, we will  keep envisioning 
futures sans frontiers, times when we are allowed to walk across the sky, no 
limits above us. 
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The Wicked Witch in the Woods: Puritan Maternalism, Ecofeminism, and Folk Horror  in 

Robert �(�J�J�H�U�V�¶ The VVitch: A New-England Folktale 

Alexandra Hauke 

ABSTRACT 

In this essay, I read Robert �(�J�J�H�U�V�¶ 2015 film The VVitch: A New-England Folktale across 

ideas of maternalism, ecofeminism, and folk horror to show that the interconnected 

disenfranchisement of women and nature in the United States is rooted in a colonial past�²  

one that continues to underlie contemporary socio-political structures. I argue that the 

American folk horror genre, in particular, calls for critical discussions of the intersections 

between gender and ecology. One of the �J�H�Q�U�H�¶�V principal markers is the significance of 

landscape as a keeper of the histories of Puritan sins, wherein the damnation of witches in 

the seventeenth century becomes a violent symbol of the overall subordinate status of 

women in the patriarchal order. The VVitch makes clear the limited opportunities of 

woman-, mother-, and witchhood in colonial New England, demonstrating that a potential 

move from the maternal to the postmaternal, and from environmental feminisation to 

ecofeminism, can only be accomplished if  the folk recognise their responsibilities to the 

world and all its inhabitants. 

Like many horror films in recent years, Robert �(�J�J�H�U�V�¶ directorial debut The VVitch: A New- 

England Folktale (2015) has left viewers and critics divided, regarding both its quality and its 

generic classification. In this essay, I propose a reading of the film through the lens of American 

notions of �µfolk horror�¶ and the ways this more recent subgenre intersects with significant tenets 

of ecofeminism. I set out to uncover the ways in which the historical-colonial domination of both 

women and nature underpins contemporary patriarchal supremacy in the United States, 

continuously rendering human and non-human �µOthers�¶ as inferior. I suggest that The VVitch offers 

postmaternalism and ecofeminism as potential measures to free its protagonist, Thomasin (Anya 
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Taylor-Joy), from various cultural-political and familial expectations: as a young woman, 

daughter, sister, and�² eventually�² as a satanic witch with allegedly destructive and evil powers. 

Ultimately, it will  become clear that the �µ�I�R�O�N�¶ in folk horror encapsulates both the struggles at the 

core of American folklore and, as I have argued elsewhere, �µ�W�K�H fundamental fear of being folk, of 

being �K�X�P�D�Q�¶ (Hauke, 2020: p. 172). In this context, I will  show that �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V mother Katherine 

(Kate Dickie)�² a product of the patriarchal system of seventeenth-century New England and a 

marker of maternalism as the allegedly singular natural calling of any colonial woman�² is in fact 

the central horrifying agent of the film, echoing Matilda �*�U�R�Y�H�V�¶ (2017) notion that folk horror �µ�L�V 

horror of the people, stemming from �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�¶ (n.p.). �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V only way out therefore is by 

rejecting the Puritan ideals passed on through generations and entering an alternative �µsafe space�¶ 

that is physically, psychologically, and emotionally detached from her �I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V Old-World belief 

system. Witchhood as an extension of the natural propensities of the earth and woods, as well as a 

linkage to the powers of Satan, serves as a liberating measure for Thomasin. Thus, postmaternal 

ecofeminism is here suggested as a viable option for women to break free from the horrors of past 

and present folk. 

Women, Nature, and American Folk Horror  

Folk horror, as a literary and cultural form, offers new insights into the connections between past 

events, structures, or practices and contemporary epistemologies. In American folk horror, the 

myths of discovery and the realities of colonisation�² as well as the present-day repercussions of 

these horrors, especially for marginalised groups�² constitute a recurring backdrop. These tales 

often hark back to actions carried out and ideologies put in place during the establishment of 

Puritan settlements. Many scholars have noted the substantial impact of the Puritans, Pilgrims, and 

the Promised Land on American national narratives. In By Land and By Sea (1953), for example, 

historian Samuel Eliot Morison observes that the �µplace of the pilgrim fathers in American history 

can best be stated by a paradox. Of slight importance in their own time, they are of great and 

increasing significance in our time, through the influence of their story on American folklore and 

�W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�¶ (p. 234). A similar paradox can be observed in the reception of these stories: while 

American national narratives are riddled with violent land seizures, genocides, and brutal 

dehumanisation systems such as slavery, much of their legacy has become inscribed in American 
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cultural memory as a glorious past defined by victory, justice, and perseverance. Anthropologist 

Margaret Mead (2000) remarks in this context that, in the U.S., the �µ�D�V�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q that men were 

created equal, with an equal ability to make an effort and win an earthly reward, although denied 

every day by experience is maintained every day by our folklore and our �G�D�\�G�U�H�D�P�V�¶ (p. 125). As 

such, the horrors of these colonial times were established and carried forward by the dominant 

folk: groups of white, male oppressors responsible for the suffering of allegedly inferior 

communities (such as Native Americans) and the large-scale erasure of accounts by less privileged 

peoples. For this reason, I consider folk horror to be a timely and valuable addition to horror 

literature and scholarship. The backbone of American horror has always been the forceful 

emergence, history, and development of the United States and its exceptional collection of 

founding myths. Folk horror is distinct because it foregrounds why and how practices by certain 

folk have translated into folklore and, therefore, an American cultural consciousness. In doing so, 

it reveals the horrifying influence folklore continues to have on present and future folk. 

I consider folk horror to be not only a complex textual category that builds on the legacies 

of American horror overall, but also a cultural-political phenomenon that uncovers�² largely 

without the need for jump-scares or serial killers�² the violence at the core of processes of 

American identity- and meaning-making. In this sense, folk horror also serves as a reminder of the 

roots of the current culture of fear in the United States (cf. Bader et al., Skoll, McCollum), making 

visible the ghosts of the past and the ways they cast their shadows over contemporary events. In 

The Birth of the American Horror Film (2018), Gary D. Rhodes calls this process of passing down 

unresolved traumata �µ�V�S�H�F�W�U�D�O �H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H�¶ and offers the most pertinent example: �µ�K�R�U�U�R�U as an 

emotion has gripped American life for centuries �>�«�@�� But no horrifying event from the colonial 

era looms larger than the Salem Witch Trials of ���������¶ (p. 3). �5�K�R�G�H�V�¶ thesis serves as fertile 

starting ground for my arguments about American folk horror in the context of ecofeminism and 

�(�J�J�H�U�V�¶ The VVitch. My reading suggests that the link between colonial notions of womanhood 

and the natural environment is at the core of a current American condition, one still predicated on 

the reductive image of women as natural birthgivers, of nature as Mother Earth, and thus as 

categories falling victim to patriarchal discrimination and dominance. What will  become clear, 

therefore, is how and why the �V�H�W�W�O�H�U�V�¶ original idea about the wilderness in the New World as an 

evil breeding ground was carried forward and returns in folk horror narratives of the twenty-first 
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century, an era largely defined by practices of degradation at the core of anthropocentric and 

homogenocentric ecosystems. 

In his seminal study Folk Horror:  Hours Dreadful and Things Strange (2017), Adam 

Scovell outlines a four-part narrative framework he calls the �µfolk horror chain�¶, which consists of 

landscape, isolation, skewed belief systems and morality, and a summoning/happening (p. 17-18). 

As outlined above, landscape, especially through the connection to �Q�D�W�X�U�H�¶�V ecologies in past and 

present American territories, also becomes one of the fundamental elements in American folk 

horror. Tom Hillard (2013) argues that the �V�H�W�W�O�H�U�V�¶ mission to conquer the newly encountered 

wilderness is grounded in �µan important imaginative symbolic structure that allowed them to �³�U�H�D�G 

the �Z�R�U�O�G�´ to interpret signs from God�¶. This idea �µnot only coloured Puritan textual 

representations of nature, but also prefigures key characteristics of the literary Gothic mode as it 

is later developed�¶ (p. 106). �+�L�O�O�D�U�G�¶�V analysis is framed by theoretical underpinnings of the 

ecoGothic, which focuses on discussions of nature as �µ�D more contested term [that] appears to 

participate in a language of estrangement rather than �E�H�O�R�Q�J�L�Q�J�¶ (Smith and Hughes, 2013: p. 2). 

I argue that the process of division stemming from the colonial separation of culture from nature, 

and civilisation from wilderness, can be similarly found in American folk horror with regard to the 

divine subsumption of the environment and women. Hillard�¶�V reading of the 1999 box office hit 

The Blair Witch Project as �µ�D modern manifestation of older, widespread cultural anxieties about 

the natural �Z�R�U�O�G�¶ (p. 106) speaks not only to this connection between American ecology and 

gender questions but also to the ways in which the film can be read as a precursor to The VVitch. 

In this found footage horror movie, protagonist Heather Donahue (whose character is named after 

the actress) resembles the biblical Eve when she convinces her fellow male travellers to move 

deeper and deeper into forbidden territories only to be punished by an unseen entity. The 

eponymous Blair Witch, or whatever iteration of nature striking back against unwelcome 

intrusions is at work, is never revealed. What is clear, however, is that the film provides and plays 

with a view of the association of the sinister forest with the evil witch coming to haunt the 

explorers, carrying forward the Puritan damnation of agents of the Devil, who were thought to be 

almost exclusively female. This association between women and satanic powers goes back to what 

Elizabeth Reis (1997) calls �µ�W�K�H allegedly unappeasable nature of �Z�R�P�H�Q�¶ (p. 93), whereby 

Puritanism declared women as highly susceptible to satanic attacks of the body and soul. They 
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�µ�Z�H�U�H in a double bind during the witchcraft �H�S�L�V�R�G�H�V�¶ of seventeenth-century New England 

because �µ�W�K�H representation of the vulnerable, perpetually unsatisfied, and yearning female soul, 

passively waiting for Christ but always open to the Devil as well, implicated corporeal women 

�W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�¶ (Reis, 1997: p. 94). There is no doubt, therefore, that if  the Blair Witch exists, she 

must be female, and her possible snatching of �+�H�D�W�K�H�U�¶�V friend Josh (Joshua Leonard) one night 

can thus be read as both a revenge-feminist act against patriarchy and a service to the �'�H�Y�L�O�¶�V plan 

to eliminate other men in order to be able to reign supreme. 

�5�H�L�V�¶ idea that, because of their biology and anatomy, female-identified humans are as 

much read as the principal evildoers in colonial ideologies as supernatural women also explains 

�+�H�D�W�K�H�U�¶�V downfall in the film. Her suffering can be read as punishment by the Blair Witch for 

bringing representatives of the patriarchy, namely Mike and Josh, to her woods to conquer them. 

The �J�U�R�X�S�¶�V crime of trespassing into lands they do not own for the benefit of their film project, 

thereby paralleling the settler imperative of discovery, is further exacerbated by the fact that 

Heather�² a woman�² serves as the leader. Her fate, very much like �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V in The VVitch 

before she becomes the eponymous protagonist, thus seems to be sealed: as long as she chooses to 

align herself with the patriarchal order, she does not seem to stand a chance to leave the forest 

alive. Had she entered into conversation with the Blair Witch and thus opened herself up to 

supernatural possibilities or existences, like Thomasin, Heather may have been spared further 

misery. What this shows is that there seems to be only one way out for these women, if not death: 

namely, an alignment with the Devil as a nature-bound witch, which does not constitute an 

opportunity for full  agency but rather conditional freedom under the wings of another master. 

These complex connections between the nature of the land and the nature of women as victims to 

the rulers of heaven or hell testify to the ways in which the American landscape was, and still is, 

inscribed with the histories of gender injustice and environmental degradation that demand further 

attempts at their mutual liberation. The Blair Witch Project serves as a precedent of these ideas in 

the context of folk horror. Groves (2017) argues that �µ�>�D�@ film about witch hunts, regardless of plot 

and setting, does not need witchcraft to tell a story. The most important element is that the story 

concerns a society that believes in witchcraft�¶ (n.p.). Arguably, therefore, the physical presence of 

the Blair Witch is irrelevant; what counts is the �I�L�O�P�¶�V success in establishing a diegesis whose 
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logic and suspense depend on the �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V�¶ and �Y�L�H�Z�H�U�V�¶ engagement with the idea of the �Z�L�W�F�K�¶�V 

existence. 

It is at this point that The Blair Witch Project testifies to the double signification of folk 

horror. First, the Blair Witch is treated at once like a figment of legendary fables and a real entity 

haunting and chasing Heather, Mike, and Josh through the woods. Second, while the Blair Witch 

is also described as the central evildoer of the film by all characters, the three film students�² the 

folk�² become the uninvited intruders with a self-righteous entitlement to conquer the woods and 

the witch. As such, much like we will  see in The VVitch, the fi�O�P�¶�V true horror is human, alluding 

to the fact that, in folk horror, no supernatural presence is necessary for violent tendencies to occur. 

In this way, The Blair Witch Project as forerunner of The VVitch prepares the themes of Puritanism, 

woman- and witchhood as well as environmental exploitation in the context of American folk 

horror. While �(�J�J�H�U�V�¶ film shows viewers the eponymous witch and thus seems to defy the idea 

of the inconsequence of her existence, this explicit portrayal can also be read as a mere 

manifestation of the Puritan imagination of witches, who, in 1630s New England, were very much 

believed to be a lived reality. This points towards the meaning of the �I�L�O�P�¶�V title, whereby Eggers 

alerts viewers to the fact that, especially in colonial times, �µ�>�Z�@�L�W�F�K�H�V were integral to the cultural 

fabric of �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶ (Davies, 2013: p. 21) because of the ways they served as testaments of the very 

real presence of demonic horrors. It could also explain the rather stereotypical and dichotomous 

interpretations of this figure in The VVitch as haggard crone or sensual young temptress. In the 

former guise, she is replete with crooked nose, hairy mole, and broomstick; in the latter, she is 

sexualised, beautiful, and starkly reminiscent of Snow White and Little Red Riding Hood�²  

heroines from stories known all-to-well for their �µ�V�S�O�L�W�W�L�Q�J�¶ of �µ�J�R�R�G�¶ and �µ�E�D�G�¶ femininity. 

Witchhood is thus coded in these binary structures in the film, very much like Puritan womanhood 

overall, in which case the �µgood�¶ wife, mother, and family caretaker emerges in contrast to the 

�µbad�¶ woman who rebels against these roles�² who then, naturally, must be a disobedient witch. 

This dualistic distinction speaks to Chloé Germaine �%�X�F�N�O�H�\�¶�V (2019) observation that the female 

witch is �µ�D deeply ambiguous figure that proves problematic for feminism and its project to subvert 

or otherwise destabilise misogynist �V�\�P�E�R�O�V�¶ (p. 22). It also brings with it an inherent 

contradiction: on the one hand, motherhood is seen as natural for all women because of their so- 

called prescribed biological predispositions, while witchhood is unnatural in that it stands in 
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opposition to the Puritan mission to fulfil  this role. On the other hand, female closeness to nature 

is what is responsible for women falling victim to the Devil and becoming witches in the first 

place. The idea, then, of what comes �µnatural�O�\�¶ to women is subjected in either case to regulations 

of a patriarchal logic, whereby the woman does or does not conform and is then judged 

accordingly. What will  become clear from my reading of The VVitch is that, even if  the Puritan 

woman does everything to live up to her role, she is still subjected to judgmental gender discourses 

applied by the male-dominated society around her, limiting not only her opportunities for agency 

but also her chance at peaceful survival. 

Women/witches and nature/land can be simultaneously read and interpreted at will  by 

�µhigher�¶ powers�² be they God, the Devil, or male Puritans. The allegedly inextricable link 

between these categories sets women and land off from male masters through what Mary Phillips 

(2016) calls �µ�V�H�W�V of interrelated and hierarchical dualisms, such as mind/body, reason/nature, 

reason/emotion, masculine/feminine or human/nature�¶ (p. 472). Thereby: 

�µthe privileging of the first terms in these dualisms expresses what can be regarded 

as authentically human/masculine and this is defined as superior and in opposition 

to the natural, physical or biological realm. Idealised masculinity qua humanity 

transcends this realm, while women, nature and all else that do not conform are 

�³�R�W�K�H�U�H�G�´ to confirm and justify their subordination�¶ (2016: p. 472). 

�3�K�L�O�O�L�S�V�¶ idea echoes the central concerns of ecofeminism, emphasising the mutual 

oppression of women and nature while aiming for their liberation from their essentialist alignment. 

Emily Carr and Christine Flanagan are among the few scholars who have examined the 

significance of ecofeminism in horror and the Gothic, following feminist initiatives outlining the 

roles of mothers, wives, and daughters, as well as the problems around gender inequality in the 

genre. Folk horror, however, has not yet seen comprehensive theorisations about (eco)feminism 

despite the genre�¶�V clear connections to these movements. Recent American folk horror texts, such 

as Ryan �0�X�U�S�K�\�¶�V and Brad �)�D�O�F�K�X�N�¶�V American Horror Story: Cult (2017), Jeremy �6�D�X�O�Q�L�H�U�¶�V 

Hold the Dark (2018), or Ari  �$�V�W�H�U�¶�V Hereditary (2018), are especially invested in the theme of 

motherhood as it intersects, to varying degrees, with categories of gender, sexuality, and 
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naturalisation, calling into question the ways women are expected to conform to prescribed roles 

only to be demonised when their agency as mothers is undercut by the horrors of patriarchal orders. 

Sarah Arnold (2013) advocates �µ�P�D�W�H�U�Q�D�O horror �F�L�Q�H�P�D�¶ as a standout category that often 

�µ�S�H�U�S�H�W�X�D�W�H�V an ideology of idealised �P�R�W�K�H�U�K�R�R�G�¶�� nevertheless, she continues, �µ�F�H�U�W�Din 

contradictions and ruptures emerge from the texts, indicating that the maternal ideal is not a stable 

�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�¶ (p. 4). Maternalism, a complex set of beliefs and discourses foregrounding�² sometimes 

even glorifying�² this ideal of �Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V natural propensities for motherhood through childbearing, 

caring, and nurturing, is also continuously thematised and challenged in the folk horror genre, 

pointing towards larger questions and problematics surrounding normative, one-dimensional, and 

possibly outdated ideas of womanhood in and outside of horror fiction. 

In this essay, I want to make the connection between ecofeminism and Puritan maternalism 

in The VVitch to uncover the ways in which the �I�L�O�P�¶�V protagonist, 16-year-old Thomasin, will  be 

unable to emerge as a heroine because she is doomed from the start as both a woman and a witch. 

I will  situate this argument within the frames of American folk horror, a subgenre grounded in 

landscape and clashing belief systems but wherein horror principally derives from damaging 

political ideologies perpetuated by human agents. Thereby, I want to show that �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V 

survival and liberation from the constraints of her family, if  not her full  freedom from patriarchy, 

can only be guaranteed through matricide and thus through ridding herself of her maternalist role 

model. While this may indicate that the mother is surprisingly depicted as �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V main 

adversary, the film clearly illustrates that this is only true because Katherine is herself a product 

of the patriarchal order of Puritanism, following learned rules, conforming to societal standards, 

and condemning any deviations from the sacred norm. Through the clash between �.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H�¶�V 

outdated worldview and �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V understanding of the ill -fitting one-dimensionality of this 

system, The VVitch approximates not only central concerns of folk horror but also notions of 

postmaternalism. Alison Bartlett (2016) describes this idea through the example of a situation 

when the �µ�G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U no longer finds �³�Z�K�D�W has always �E�H�H�Q�´ acceptable, while the mother seems to 

have performed those expectations without questioning �W�K�H�P�¶ (p. 487). Postmaternalism, Bartlett 

continues, sees �µ�W�K�H need for a shift in the patriarchal legacies of a mother�±daughter continuum 

whereby mothers model for daughters the experience of marriage and the management of men in 

a compulsorily heterosexual environment of unequal opportunity and male privilege�¶ (pp. 487-88). 
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It is for this reason that The VVitch participates in the practices of folk horror: its horrors 

may be depicted through the eyes of the past, introducing a society that speaks to techniques of 

New World oppression as well as Puritan models of femininity, masculinity, and power; however, 

the �I�L�O�P�¶�V message resonates with twenty-first-century realities, wherein the horrors of 

androcentric and anthropocentric practices constitute mere repetitions of the past that continue to 

undermine both women and nature and that ecofeminism can only partially dismantle. As such, 

while The VVitch might offer only a few jump-scares and portrayals of bloody gore, I argue that 

its alignment with folk horror and Puritanism shows its potential as a most frightening horror film 

because it dips into the social, cultural, and political nightmares of the United States�² both past 

and present. 

Towards an Ecofeminist Reading of The VVitch as American Folk Horror  

The VVitch provides ample fertile ground for the three-part theorisation (Puritan maternalism, 

ecofeminism, and folk horror) I suggest in this paper. A self-proclaimed folktale set in 1630s New 

England, the film revolves around a family relocating to the wilderness: father William (Ralph 

Ineson), mother Katherine, and their five children, Thomasin, Caleb (Harvey Scrimshaw), twins 

Mercy (Ellie Grainger) and Jonas (Lucas Dawson), and baby Samuel (Axtun Henry/Athun Conrad 

Dube). Cast out from their Puritan settlement, they make their new home at the edges of an 

uncanny forest, where their crops do not grow, their animals do not lay eggs or give milk, and their 

hunting traps do not catch game. Scovell (2017) observes that in the folk horror genre the landscape 

can function as �µ�D character �L�W�V�H�O�I�¶ while also �µ�E�H�L�Q�J a �S�X�Q�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�¶ (p. 17). Certainly, the soil 

beneath the �I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V new farm in The VVitch shows implications of both, seemingly exacting 

active vengeance on their sinful behaviours as exploiters of lands that do not belong to them. 

William and Katherine, while beginning to question whether God has deserted them and is 

exacting punishment, remain utterly devout, expecting their offspring to take on their religious 

�V�R�F�L�H�W�\�¶�V prescribed roles and to follow in their footsteps as good servants to the Lord above and 

their peers on Earth. 
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As the film zooms in on �:�L�O�O�L�D�P�¶�V and �.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H�¶�V oldest daughter, Thomasin, it becomes 

clear that her attempts to live up to these expectations set in place for Puritan women are in vain 

regardless of her actions. A failure as a caretaker, sister, and daughter in the eyes of her mother, 

Thomasin becomes virtually banished from the family when they suspect that her non-conformity 

is rooted in her conspiracy with the Lord of Hell. This establishes a dead-end for the protagonist 

that speaks to �5�H�L�V�¶ (1997) idea that: 

�µPuritans effectively demonized the notion of active female choice. A woman was 

damned if  she did and damned if  she �G�L�G�Q�¶�W�� If  her soul waited longingly for 

salvation in Christ, such female yearning could evoke the image of an unsatisfied 

woman vulnerable to Satan; if, on the contrary, a �Z�R�P�D�Q�¶�V soul acted assertively 

rather than in passive obedience, by definition it chose the Devil�¶ (p. 94). 

In this respect, it is uncertain who the �P�R�Y�L�H�¶�V title refers to and whether it can or should act as an 

explicit signifier to any one witch the viewer encounters. Elizabeth Parker (2020) remarks in this 

respect that the �µ�W�L�W�O�H notably contains no �P�R�G�L�I�L�H�U�V�¶�� for viewers are confronted �µ�Z�L�W�K the archetype 

itself, the �Z�L�W�F�K�¶ (pp. 179-180). It is of great importance, however, that, for her parents, Thomasin 

serves as that witch with the powers to enchant nature and cause the �H�D�U�W�K�¶�V infertility, for 

abandonment of their beliefs in God, despite their initial doubts about His protection, is 

unimaginable and abominable in the end. Therefore, the �I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V accusation of the �G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�¶�V 

alleged choice of an alliance with the Devil over Puritan faith serves as multifaceted commentary 

on the power dynamics at play during this time, carving out a hierarchy wherein Thomasin loses 

significance in comparison to God, despite her status as daughter and especially if  she is suspected 

of being a traitor. As such, Thomasin falls victim to the gender ideal prescribed by Puritan social 

structures, whereby all individuals are ranked in a top-down manner according to their �J�H�Q�G�H�U�¶�V 

worth. �µ�:�K�L�O�H Puritan teaching relegated women to the domestic sphere, it also valued their work 

as Christian labor and an important contribution to Puritan society. Usefulness was a central 

Puritan virtue, and mothers made themselves useful as they oversaw the increasingly isolated 

world of the �K�R�P�H�¶ (Murphy-Geiss, 2010: p. 218). This conceptualisation is starkly defined by 

principles now known as maternalism, a multifaceted collection of ideas that �µ�L�V premised on an 

assertion of the public, social importance of motherhood and the nurture and care of �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶ 
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(Stephens, 2011: p. 4). Widely discussed in the disciplines of gender studies, feminism, and 

ecofeminism, among others, maternalism brings with it its own controversies about the 

reinforcement or subversion of traditional gender roles and family models as well as the 

expectations of women to conform to specifically female and feminine aesthetics and 

characteristics. The maternal is thus often described as a natural female attribute and, 

consequently, a naturalised feminine trait that comes about through the alignment of �Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V 

biological predispositions and their social callings. When, in The VVitch, �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V baby brother 

Samuel is mysteriously abducted from her sight one day, Katherine sees this as evidence of her 

�G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�¶�V worthlessness as a caretaker, surrogate mother to her siblings, and thus as a woman. 

Her obligations to her supposedly natural motherly and womanly propensities violated, Thomasin 

slips further and further away from her �P�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V grace and is continuously chastised for her 

actions. It is at this point that the film suggests that Puritan maternalism relies on a femininely- 

coded model of motherhood and care, an idea Janet Borgerson (2007) calls �µ�I�H�P�L�Q�L�Q�H �H�W�K�L�F�V�¶, 

whereby she means the �µ�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�Rnal visions of a natural or an essential female-gender-based way 

of being in the �Z�R�U�O�G�¶ (p. 481). She goes on to differentiate feminine ethics from feminist ethics, 

whereby the latter aims to (re)centre the problems and meanings of sexual politics as well as the 

subordination of marginalised groups in social and business environments through ethical 

awareness. 

Mary Phillips (2016) adopts and adapts these ideas in her theorisation of the postmaternal 

�µ�D�V a way of reconceptualising relationships that does not rely on �³�I�H�P�L�Q�L�Q�H�´ maternal models but 

which stresses a �³�I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�´ approach to connection, embodiment and emotion that is equally 

valued in both personal and political �V�S�K�H�U�H�V�¶ (p. 470). This move from the supposedly feminine 

maternal to the potentially feminist postmaternal constitutes the core of �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V relationship 

with and development away from her mother, summarised by �.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H�¶�V utterance �µ�:�K�D�W is amiss 

on this farm? It is not natural�¶. Directed at both the barren landscape and her insubordinate 

daughter, the mother unwittingly addresses the interconnected essentialism of woman and nature 

as deficient entities because of their deviance from the expected norm that defines feminine ethics. 

Phillips identifies this idea as the central concern of ecofeminism, which �µ�K�D�V been developing in 

response to the ways in which �³�Z�R�P�D�Q�´�� other subordinated groups (e.g. the aged, differently 

abled, ethnic minorities) and �³�Q�D�W�X�U�H�´ are conceptually linked in Western thought, such that 
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processes of inferiorization have been mutually �U�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�L�Q�J�¶ (p. 469). Feminist ways of reading 

women, their bodies, and desires as elements in the environment instead of attributes of the 

environment expose the Puritan project in The VVitch as a legitimisation of the subjugation of 

figures and spaces inferior to the male-controlled order of New World patriarchs. Surprisingly at 

first, this suppression happens at the hands of Katherine, who not only resents Thomasin for her 

inability to perfectly copy her behaviour but also displays fits of envy that are directed at her 

�G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�¶�V beauty, youth, and desire to emancipate herself, which Katherine cannot or can no 

longer attain. The sexualisation of �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V physique is otherwise reserved for her brother 

�&�D�O�H�E�¶�V longing looks at her cleavage, for even her nakedness later on in the film displays an 

innocence that is entirely at odds with her defamation through Katherine. When the parents 

consider sending the young girl away to serve another family, it is supposedly out of their interest 

in financial and material profit to secure the survival of their farm. While �:�L�O�O�L�D�P�¶�V intentions in 

this respect seem more believable, �.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H�¶�V underlying wish to live a simpler life without the 

potential for trouble inflicted by Thomasin suggests the lengths she is willing  to go to in order not 

to compromise her role as a �µ�J�R�R�G�¶ Puritan woman. 

At this point, accusing Thomasin of witchhood becomes not only a convenient excuse but 

also the only feasible explanation for her unruliness according to Puritan beliefs. As such, woman- 

and witchhood become reciprocal signifiers of �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V lack of opportunity to live according 

to her desires. Jane Kamensky (1998) identifies a number of studies that have shown, on the one 

hand, that �µ�W�K�H witch was essential to the Puritan construction of womanhood, part of a dual-edged 

ideology that increasingly venerated female piety while clinging to elements of an older, 

misogynist tradition�¶. On the other hand, she continues, scholars �µ�K�D�Y�H focused on the role of 

witchcraft accusations in defining and maintaining social boundaries�² between village and town, 

rich and poor, �³�G�H�Y�L�D�Q�W�´ and �³�Q�R�U�P�D�O�´�� men and �Z�R�P�H�Q�¶ (p. 28). Thomasin treads along these and 

other frontiers, marked interchangeably by her double identification as woman and witch while 

showing attributes as either that are unacceptable to her family, especially mother Katherine, who 

must subsequently find a (preferably supernatural) culprit for the �I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V misery. Buckley (2019) 

argues that �µ�W�K�H female witch continues to function as [such] a scapegoat despite the interventions 

of revisionist �V�W�R�U�\�W�H�O�O�L�Q�J�¶ in horror cinema (p. 28), thus feeding into processes of othering that lie 

at the base of folk horror as a genre that negotiates humans who mask their everyday monstrosity 
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through their larger-than-life commitment to the transcendental powers of God. The hypocrisy of 

this project, whereby allegedly evil supernatural creatures are condemned while the equally 

unproven metaphysicality of God is celebrated, testifies, once again, to the obsessive Puritan need 

for reassurance in their lifestyles, regardless of the consequences they may inflict on �µothers�¶. 

The particular horror in The VVitch speaks to the fact that �µ�L�Q folk horror the word �³�I�R�O�N�´ 

is �N�H�\�¶ (Groves, 2017: n.p.) and points towards the need for scrutinising further the dedicated roles 

of gendered and, especially, feminised individuals and environments in the genre. Ruth Bienstock 

Anolik (2003) argues that, �µ�>�L�@�Q the Gothic world, wives are frequently imprisoned by their 

�K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�V�¶ (p. 25), an impulse adopted by horror texts, �µ�Z�K�H�U�H�L�Q the woman is [often] ignored, 

taken for granted or maltreated, her role as wife and mother being assumed to be all she �Q�H�H�G�V�¶ 

(Wood, 1986: p. 137). Katherine appears unusually unaffected in this respect during scenes when 

her domineering behaviour seems to usurp or at least parallel her husband�¶�V status as the 

commander of the family. Of course, while she is not physically confined to a cell, her prison is 

more metaphorical and consists of her lack of options, independence, and freedom to act from 

autonomous will.  Laurel Thatcher Ulrich (1980) argues that a Puritan �µ�Z�R�P�D�Q became a wife by 

virtue of her dependence, her solemnly vowed commitment to her husband. [...] One can be 

dependent, however, without being either servile or helpless. The skilled service of a wife included 

[ ...] the responsibilities of a deputy �K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�¶ (p. 37). While there are �µ�I�D�F�W�R�U�V which enhanced the 

role of deputy husband�¶, she continues, there are also �µ�F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V which muted its significance for 

colonial �Z�R�P�H�Q�¶ (p. 38). Katherine strikes William across the face when she finds out he sold her 

silver cup, the only material remnant of the Old World she so desperately wishes to return to, after 

initially  letting her believe Thomasin lost the beloved heirloom. She calls him a liar, screams at 

him because of his inability to save the family from starvation, and blames him for �&�D�O�H�E�¶�V 

disappearance into the woods�² all instances that do not leave the viewer guessing the extent of 

her assertiveness. �µ�<�R�X cannot escape the �Z�R�R�G�V�¶, she exclaims, alluding to the fact that the family 

is at the mercy of the land as a punishing agent that continuously brings about evils the family can 

no longer deny. 

Following �.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H�¶�V exposure of �:�L�O�O�L�D�P�¶�V failure as a father and husband, and thus of 

his inability to live up to Puritan manhood and masculinity, �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V continuous feelings of 



 
 

232 
 

  
 
 
  

exclusion and unfair treatment by the family reach a climax. In a moment of recognition of the 

degree of subordination she has witnessed and suffered, she identifies the culprit for her misery: 

the patriarch. 

�µ I am no witch, Father. [...] Why have you turned against me? [...] You and Mother 

are planned to rid the farm of me. Aye. I heard you speak of it. Is that truth? You 

took of �0�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V cup and let her rail at me. You confessed not till  it was too late. Is 

that truth? [...] You are a hypocrite. [...] You took Caleb to the wood and let me 

take the blame of that, too. Is that truth? You let Mother be as thy master. You 

cannot bring the crops to yield! You cannot hunt! Is that truth? Thou canst do 

nothing save cut wood! And you will  not hear �P�H���¶ 

�7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V courage to speak out against her father is not a direct response to her �P�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V similar 

breakdown in terms of the �I�L�O�P�¶�V chronology; however, it could be argued that the �G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�¶�V 

already growing suspicions about the unjust and hypocritical dynamics underlying her status in 

the family see confirmation in �.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H�¶�V exposure of �:�L�O�O�L�D�P�¶�V sins. While the mother cannot 

(or refuses to) save herself from her subservient position despite her momentary dissatisfaction, 

Thomasin realises in her rage the necessity for tearing down the ropes that bind her. What follows 

is a crucial conflict in the protagonist between the maternal, embodied by Katherine, and the 

postmaternal, an impulse surfacing in Thomasin. She understands that her imprisonment has not 

only been as a daughter to her father but also as a woman to another woman and, thereby, to a man 

who has made himself a private slave to his wife all the while speaking and acting out the word of 

Christ to the public world. William is henceforth painted as the Edenic Adam, who, while made 

by God as a commandeering leader, is ultimately seduced by the powers of his Eve, mirrored by 

Katherine, the cunning actuator of Original Sin. In this sense, The VVitch alludes to and makes use 

of a past as described in Genesis that is perpetuated in the �I�L�O�P�¶�V present by the loyal followers of 

these Christian beliefs. A true iteration of American folk horror at this point, which �µ�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�V from 

the contours of the central gothic idea of repetition, realized �>�«�@ through the transgenerational 

hauntings of the �I�R�O�N�¶�V past �Z�U�R�Q�J�G�R�L�Q�J�V�¶ (Hauke, 2020: p. 172), �(�J�J�H�U�V�¶ folktale allows for an 

explicit reading of the American landscape as the keeper of the histories and sins of both the United 

States and the world, exemplified through the �3�X�U�L�W�D�Q�¶�V enactment of �*�R�G�¶�V plans. 
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Frank McConnell (2009) has observed that �µ�>�H�@�D�F�K era chooses the monster it deserves and 

projects: and all of them are, in their terribleness, blood �E�U�R�W�K�H�U�V�¶ (p. 20). In folk horror, 

monstrosity is often reserved for humanity; and in the case of The VVitch, while the most corrupt 

horrors are executed by William and Katherine in this sense, it is Thomasin who is codified as 

what Barbara Creed (1993) has famously called �µ�W�K�H monstrous-feminine�¶�� a grotesqueness that �µ�L�V 

almost always in relation to her mothering and reproductive �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�¶ (p. 7) or lack thereof. When 

Thomasin unleashes her desperate anger to put her father in his place, William seems to identify 

this horrifying quality in his daughter and sees no other way but to lock her in the �I�D�U�P�¶�V barn, 

along with the �I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V goats and her twin siblings Mercy and Jonas, who Thomasin accuses of 

communicating with the goat Black Phillip, a manifestation of the Devil. While Caleb was 

previously kidnapped and enchanted by a beautiful witch who lured him to her cabin in the woods 

prior to his untimely death from a poisoned red apple�² an allusion to the forbidden fruit in �µSnow 

White�¶�� which famously mirrors the fall of Adam and Eve in Paradise�² it is the witch as a naked 

old hag who enters the barn that night to drink from a white �J�R�D�W�¶�V teat and scare the children. 

When the animal turns up dead and the twins have disappeared the next morning while Thomasin 

and Black Phillip remain alive, the viewer is left to speculate about the old witch and the Devil as 

murderers. William, horrified at the bloody scene before his eyes, plans to avenge his children by 

killing  the black goat; he has to surrender to his fate, however, when he is impaled by Black 

�3�K�L�O�O�L�S�¶�V horns. Brendan C. Walsh (2020) argues that, to Puritans, �µ�G�H�P�R�Q�L�F activity was �>�«�@ 

something to be closely inspected for divine meaning�¶ (p. 148); hence, the �I�D�W�K�H�U�¶�V �µ�H�[�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q (and 

the �'�H�Y�L�O�¶�V role in it) could even be read as a form of divine justice, with God punishing William 

through the machinations of Satan�¶ (p. 156). 

This analysis emphasises the various hierarchies of patriarchal power at play in the film as 

well as their interconnectedness across physical and metaphysical planes, whereby �:�L�O�O�L�D�P�¶�V 

identity as a devoted Christian is ultimately overhauled by his sins. His initial pride no longer 

serves him when he exclaims his final words�² �µ�&�R�U�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q�� thou art my �I�D�W�K�H�U���¶�² giving himself 

over to the master he will  meet in death, be it God or Satan. Overcome by grief and anger, 

Katherine is unable to recognise her �K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�¶�V role in the �I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V downfall and hysterically clings 

to her understanding of Thomasin as the perpetrator. Rhodes (2018) reads such a �µ�Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J�Qess to 
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believe unbelievable �H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H�¶ in the context of seventeenth-century witchcraft as �µ�>�R�@�Q�H of 

colonial �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V greatest �W�U�D�X�P�D�V�¶�� as �µ�D vexing �F�R�Q�X�Q�G�U�X�P�¶ (p. 3) that brings with it a long list 

of accusations and physical as well as psychological violence against alleged practitioners of 

magic. Katherine thus rails at Thomasin, actively blaming her for the horrors she has seen before 

exclaiming �µ�7�K�H Devil is in thee! �>�«�@ You reek of �H�Y�L�O���¶ and physically attacking her on the ground 

in an attempt at strangulation. This scene constitutes �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V final desperate attempt to receive 

her �P�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V mercy: she cries �µ�, love �\�R�X���¶ numerous times, which first serves as testament to her 

tireless efforts to prove her worth as a daughter and to communicate her desire to conform but ends 

up as a final goodbye. Arguably an act of self-defence, Thomasin stabs Katherine uncontrollably 

until she falls motionless atop of her. 

Anolik (2003) argues that �µ�W�K�H absent mother promotes the Gothic �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�¶ (p. 27). 

Similarly, in The VVitch, the erasure of the mother figure is a necessity for the text to unfold its 

full potential as folk horror with ecofeminist and postmaternalist themes. �$�Q�R�O�L�N�¶�V idea bears two 

meanings in the film:  first, a more literal reading of her thesis concerns �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V inability to act 

as caretaker of her siblings, whereby she becomes herself a signifier of the absent mother and of 

maternalist failure. Second, �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V arguably unplanned yet ultimately necessary slaughter of 

her mother pushes �$�Q�R�O�L�N�¶�V proposition to the extreme, because, as I want to argue, the �G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�¶�V 

active removal of Katherine from the scene emerges as the central act of defiance and thus the 

main event in the film. Only when Thomasin rids herself through matricide of her ascribed role 

model and thus of the maternalist fantasy of Puritan womanhood embodied in Katherine can she 

see clearly what is at stake for the rest of her life. With the colonialist mindset and patriarchal 

structures that dominated her family now gone, Thomasin asks Black Phillip to speak to her and 

agrees to sign herself over to him in exchange for a delicious life full  of butter and pretty dresses. 

When the goat commands her to remove her clothes, the girl obeys and presents her naked body 

as a kind of tabula rasa signalling the beginning of her new life. Partially covered in �.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H�¶�V 

blood, Thomasin is marked by the corporeal traces of the mother as a spawn of patriarchy and 

carries with her not only the essence of the woman who created her but also a visible reminder of 

her wish to separate from the mother. While Thomasin moves on with this symbol on her chest to 

meet the Devil in his chambers, �.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H�¶�V dead body remains on plantation ground, the rest of 

her blood seeping into the soil, nourishing the earth: a seemingly ritualistic sacrifice of the 
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matriarch demanded by the witches�² arguably as agents of the land as punisher�² to restore natural 

balance and equality. The final horror of her life eliminated, Thomasin can now witness Black 

�3�K�L�O�O�L�S�¶�V transformation from goat to human, from a brutal animalistic entity to a figure �µ�J�D�U�E�H�G in 

the attire of an early modern English gent�O�H�P�D�Q�¶ (Walsh, 2020: p. 156). Circling the naked girl 

like a lustful predator, the Devil guides �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V hand to sign her name beneath their pact. As 

they venture into the woods together after Black �3�K�L�O�O�L�S�¶�V goat form has resurfaced, the protagonist 

is allowed to join a coven of witches dancing around a fire while chanting in wild ecstasy. 

Thomasin laughs wickedly as she is lifted into the sky among her sisters in the �I�L�O�P�¶�V last scene, 

concluding not only an ambivalent final act, but also an altogether ambiguous narrative. 

While scholars such as Buckley and Walsh have offered readings of The VVitch as a folk 

horror film, even more studies have commented on the �I�L�O�P�¶�V various engagements of feminist 

themes�² or lack thereof. A superficial glance at Thomasi�Q�¶�V alleged liberation post her �I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V 

collective death might lead to an assumption of feminist agency on behalf of the protagonist; 

similarly, her ultimate transformation into a witch can be read according to ideas of witches as 

alleged feminist agents or activists. However, as �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V decision to follow Black Philip makes 

clear, her fate is determined by the exchange of one patriarchal system for another, a plot point 

alluding to �µ�W�K�H classic Gothic �Q�R�Y�H�O�¶�� which, according to Donna Heiland (2004), tells the 

�µ�P�H�O�R�G�U�D�P�D�W�L�F story of an innocent young woman trapped by one man and rescued by �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�¶ (p. 

1 ). While the death of the family patriarch marks the beginning of the �I�L�O�P�¶�V violent end, the fact 

that �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V new master murders her previous guardian speaks to the �'�H�Y�L�O�¶�V desire for 

supremacy: �:�L�O�O�L�D�P�¶�V elimination must thus take place through Black Phillip, whether a heaven- 

sent executioner of God or not, establishing his agency as legitimisation of his powers before 

Thomasin and the other witches. As such, the protagonist is, once more, subjected to an ideology 

rooted in the binary opposition of male domination and female compliance. However, I want to 

argue that the fundamental difference between her �I�D�W�K�H�U�¶�V rule and the �'�H�Y�L�O�¶�V ways lies not only 

in the like-minded sisterhood of witches that awaits her this time but also, and particularly, in 

�7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V first and only opportunity to autonomously choose the latter as her future�² even if  a 

lack of other options guides this resolution. Her agency, and with it the �I�L�O�P�¶�V feminist leeway, 

must remain limited, because in seventeenth-century New England, no woman could fully  escape 

Puritan entrapment. As Matilda Joslyn Gage (1893) argues, �µ�>�Z�@�K�H�Q for �³�Z�L�W�F�K�H�V�´ we read 
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�³�Z�R�P�H�Q�´, we gain fuller comprehension of the cruelties inflicted by the church upon this portion 

of �K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\�¶ (p. 291). Similarly, reading �µwomen�¶ for �µwitches�¶ reveals a reciprocity of societal 

oppression that can only partially be overcome in The VVitch through the strategic essentialisms 

of ecofeminism. 

By leaving behind the rotting ecologies of her �I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V farm and therewith the maternalist 

assumption of her natural duties, Thomasin defies the essentialist alignment of woman and nature 

rooted in Puritan mother- and womanhood. At the same time, however, she confirms the Puritan 

belief that, by rebelling against these propensities, she must be inherently evil, and thus aligned 

with the Devil and inscribed in nature as the wicked witch of the woods, an �µantichristian �V�S�D�F�H�¶ 

(Parker, 2020: p. 182). However, �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V metamorphosis into a witch rather makes possible 

the desires she already nurtured as a human girl�² to be heard, to be seen, to act in ways that remain 

uncontrolled by society, and to make up her mind about the world and the ideologies it offers. The 

film can thus be said to call for a figuration of the postmaternal according to Bartlett (2016): �µ�,�W 

articulates the �G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�¶�V insistence that something is wrong and it cannot continue. It insists that 

the daughter does not want the same as the mother, and yet she still wants the same mother. She 

may even want maternity, but the maternal can never be the �V�D�P�H�¶ (p. 488). �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V desperate 

cry for �.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H�¶�V love prior to the �P�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V death testifies to this idea and allows the film to play 

on conflicting affects of grief and liberation on the �G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�¶�V part that remain open for redemption 

after the �I�L�O�P�¶�V close. These emotional responses are rooted in �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V postmaternal impulse, 

one Julie Stephens (2011) calls �µ�D fantasy of self-�V�X�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�F�\�¶ that �µ�F�D�Q be seen as a kind of 

unmothering of society as a �Z�K�R�O�H�¶ (p. 7). This is confirmed by the community of seemingly 

childless witches at the end of the film, who can, perhaps, act as each �R�W�K�H�U�¶�V caretakers in the new 

order. Of course, this is only possible if  the events of the �I�L�O�P�¶�V last scenes are real in the sense 

that they are part of the action and not figments of �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V intradiegetic dream world: the 

protagonist taunts her younger sister Mercy1 earlier in the film with the idea that, �µ�>�Z�@�K�H�Q I sleep, 

1 There is much debate among scholars and movie critics as to the destinies of Mercy and Jonas post their 
disappearances. The most straightforward explanation is that the witch snatched them in a manner similar to baby 
Samuel in order for the coven to be able to practice their ultimate ritual: covered in blood as they dance and chant 
around the fire before rising into the air in the final scene, this indeed suggests that the �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V bodies were used to 
prepare flying ointment very much like earlier in the film. Due to the fact that the twins serve as the final reminder of 
the �S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W�¶�V failure in the eyes of her family in terms of feminine and maternal expectations, they have to die in 
order for Thomasin to break free from her constraints and find new kinship in the coven. This supports the idea that 
all proponents of the maternalist system must be eliminated before a new order can emerge. As such, besides mother 
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my spirit slips away from me body and dances naked with the Devil. �7�K�D�W�¶�V how I signed his �E�R�R�N�¶. 

An arguable act of foreshadowing, the viewer later sees Thomasin asleep from grief and exhaustion 

after the death of Katherine and before she meets her fate with Black Phillip, teasing out the 

possibility of the end as mere wishful thinking on part of the protagonist. 

In any case, this is one of the main reasons The VVitch cannot emerge as a wholly feminist 

tale but is instead a narrative whose spectral presence of the colonial past of Puritan womanhood 

imbued in the American landscape calls for the critical efforts ecofeminism can provide. Thomasin 

does not explicitly devalue �.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H�¶�V ideals, but neither can she copy them as they are; she is 

caught in a disruptive space where domestic reality and grotesque fantasy cannot coexist without 

a dismantling of the dualistic imagination of woman/emotion/nature and man/reason/culture. 

While �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V family clearly ascribes to her the problematics of the former, �.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H�¶�V efforts 

to act as �:�L�O�O�L�D�P�¶�V deputy husband seem to move her towards the latter on occasion, despite the 

fact that her place must, unsurprisingly, remain in the private sphere. As such, domesticity is 

celebrated as the only successful reality of Puritan womanhood, because it must come naturally to 

all daughters and wives, which contradicts the fact that �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V exiling by her family is equally 

justified by reasons of the nature of women, only this time as evil witches. From this follows a 

kind of hypocrisy that not only differentiates between �µgood�¶ and �µbad�¶ women but also between 

�µright�¶ and �µwrong�¶ kinds of nature. The Puritan anxieties of �*�R�G�¶�V abandonment and the �'�H�Y�L�O�¶�V 

seduction collide in this respect as The VVitch refracts the fear of divine judgment following �(�Y�H�¶�V 

damnation for her devilish appetites onto the �I�L�O�P�¶�V seventeenth-century present, where Thomasin 

and her family supposedly await the same threats. Gretchen A. Adams (2008) sees the contexts of 

the histories of witchhood and the ensuing Salem Witch Trials in the 1690s as a clear �µ�G�L�Y�L�G�L�Q�J 

�.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H�¶�V tragic yet utilitarian death, it is imperative that Jonas and Mercy�² respective successors of the �I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V 
patriarch and maternalist role model�² must be sacrificed because they threaten the possibility for ecofeminist and 
postmaternalist change. In a convincing blog post on the meanings of the seven deadly sins in The VVitch, it has been 
suggested that Mercy serves as a representative of envy because she �µ�E�D�G�P�R�X�W�K�V Thomasin at any given moment and 
acts incredibly hostile towards her. She sews the thoughts of witches and devils and is the first one to blame the �H�O�G�H�V�W�¶ 
(Maingal). This echoes not only my earlier argument about Katherine, who recognises �7�K�R�P�D�V�L�Q�¶�V desire for rebellion 
and begrudges the fact that she never seized her own moment for escape from her Puritan prison, but also underlines 
the irony of �0�H�U�F�\�¶�V own association with Black Phillip. If  the Devil serves as the �Z�L�W�F�K�H�V�¶ master in the film, then 
his enchanted whispers to the younger sister, especially, serve as yet another clever ploy to drive a wedge between 
Thomasin and her family, pushing her to emancipate herself by cutting ties in violent ways. In line with my theorisation 
of folk horror, �0�H�U�F�\�¶�V blatant animosity towards Thomasin speaks to the fact that the human agents function as the 
real antagonists in the film, their psychological cruelties relativising �6�D�W�D�Q�¶�V and the �Z�L�W�F�K�H�V�¶ otherwise abhorrent 
deeds. 
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line between the colonized past and national present [that] emerged from deliberate efforts to create 

a national mythology�¶�� whereby �µ�W�K�H Puritan past eventually came to underpin a broader national 

�L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\�¶ (p. 39). This idea is echoed by Rhodes (2018) in that, �µ�>�R�@�Y�H�U three hundred years later, 

the events [of the Trials] still captivate �X�V�¶ (p. 3) and with them the concurrent oppression of 

women and the fear of their powers. 

As such, if  the story of Thomasin and her family can serve as both a seventeenth-century 

imprint of a biblical past and as an iteration of the American colonial past itself, then it comes as 

no surprise that its projected fears around national unity, its rules about public and domestic 

terrains, and, especially, its understandings of male/masculine and female/feminine obligations 

still a have a hold over quintessential debates in the contemporary United States. The seeming 

urgency of reading The VVitch as a folk horror film, whereby past-on-present spectrality is 

embedded in the �J�H�Q�U�H�¶s fabric, testifies to this idea and further speaks to its success as a period 

piece for which, according to Walsh (2020), �µ�5�R�E�H�U�W Eggers has used fantastical source material 

to achieve a certain historical �D�X�W�K�H�Q�W�L�F�L�W�\�¶ (p. 144). If  The VVitch is a New-England Folktale and 

American folk horror, in particular, negotiates the controversies of national American conditions, 

then the film succeeds in offering commentary on the violent histories of disenfranchisement of 

women and nature in the U.S., defined by the realities, fantasies, and repercussions of witch 

hysteria and ecophobia. 

Lastly, because maternalism and the allegedly natural predispositions of womanhood 

continue to legitimise the subjugation of �Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V rights, resistance movements in the form of 

ecofeminism and postmaternalism must carry on disassembling paradigms of privilege that have 

been instrumental in the establishment of patriarchal orders in the United States and beyond. In 

this sense, if  the witch cannot be created as a straightforward feminist figure in The VVitch, or 

ever, it is because the complex histories of witchcraft cast a dark shadow over the possibilities of 

female/feminine redemption, both in reality and fiction. Folk horror must thus allow for the diverse 

efforts of the many strands of feminism to serve as correctives to the gendered nature of the 

monstrous-feminine; until then, as �(�J�J�H�U�V�¶ film demonstrates, any disruption of established social 

norms, such as prescribed binary and top-to-bottom structures of power dynamics and gender 

restrictions, will  lead the folk into an abyss whence they must first examine themselves, their 
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humanity, and their obligations to the world. �µ�:�K�D�W went we out into this wilderness to �I�L�Q�G�"�¶ asks 

William at the beginning of The VVitch, and the film answers: the haunting, dark ecologies of 

women and the American land. �µ�7�K�L�V wilderness will  not consume �X�V�¶, he continues. And yet, it 

already has. 
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�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���Q�D�W�L�R�Q-�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���I�R�O�N���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�����6�X�F�K���W�D�O�H�V���F�D�Q�����D�V���-�D�Q���+�D�U�R�O�G���%�U�X�Q�Y�D�Q�G���D�U�J�X�H�V�� 

�µ�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���L�Q�V�L�J�K�W���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H���E�R�W�K���Q�R�Z���D�Q�G���D���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���R�U���P�R�U�H���D�J�R 

�W�R�Z�D�U�G���W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���G�D�\�¶�����������������������������7�U�D�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���R�I���W�K�H 

�8�6���E�D�F�N���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���U�H�Y�H�D�O�V���K�R�Z���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�[���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���E�R�W�K 

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���D�Q�G���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���K�D�Y�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�G���D���Y�D�V�W���U�H�S�H�U�W�R�L�U�H���R�I���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V���W�K�D�W���U�H�I�O�H�F�W���W�K�H 

�L�Q�W�U�L�F�D�F�L�H�V���R�I���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���Z�H�O�O���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���G�D�\�����7�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���G�L�V�H�Q�I�U�D�Q�F�K�L�V�H�P�H�Q�W 

�R�I���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���P�L�Q�R�U�L�W�\���D�Q�G���P�D�U�J�L�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G���J�U�R�X�S�V���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V�����U�H�Y�H�D�O�L�Q�J���K�R�Z 

�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���R�I���R�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���J�U�R�X�S�V�����F�U�D�I�W�H�G���D�V���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H 

�P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V���D�O�O�H�J�H�G�O�\���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�����%�H���L�W���W�K�H���V�D�Y�D�J�H 

�µ �,�Q�G�L�D�Q�¶���R�U���W�K�H���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W���µ�1�H�J�U�R�¶�����W�K�H�L�U���I�D�W�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���P�D�V�W�H�U�¶�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q 

�D�Q�Q�L�K�L�O�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����D���F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�R�U�\���G�\�Q�D�P�L�F���W�K�D�W���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H���W�K�H���8�6�¶�V 

�V�H�D�U�F�K���I�R�U���D���X�Q�L�I�L�H�G���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\�� 

�,�P�D�J�H�V���R�I���V�X�F�K���P�R�Q�V�W�U�R�X�V���H�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���D�W���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U���R�I���8�6���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V 

�L�Q���W�K�H���K�R�U�U�R�U���J�H�Q�U�H���I�R�U���G�H�F�D�G�H�V�����W�H�V�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���W�R���6�F�R�W�W���3�R�R�O�H�¶�V���S�U�R�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���µ�>�V�@�H�H�L�Q�J���$�P�H�U�L�F�D 

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���L�W�V���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V���R�I�I�H�U�V���D���Q�H�Z���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���R�Q���R�O�G���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�¶�����+�H���J�R�H�V���R�Q�����µ�2�Q�O�\���E�\���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J 

�D�W���D���P�X�O�W�L�W�X�G�H���R�I���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V���F�D�Q���Z�H���F�R�P�H���W�R���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H�P���D�Q�G�����L�Q���W�X�U�Q�� 
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�V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�¶�����������������[�Y�L�L�����[�L�Y�������7�K�L�V���G�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����L�Q���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K 

�6�W�D�K�O�¶�V���D�V�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�Q���L�W�V���R�Z�Q���I�R�O�N���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V�����U�H�Y�H�D�O�V���W�K�D�W���D�Q�\ 

�W�K�H�R�U�\���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���V�S�H�D�N�V���W�R���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�����D�Q�G���Y�L�F�H���Y�H�U�V�D�����D�V���W�Z�R 

�L�Q�V�H�S�D�U�D�E�O�H���V�L�G�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���F�R�L�Q�������5�L�F�K�D�U�G���'�R�U�V�R�Q���H�F�K�R�H�V���W�K�L�V���L�G�H�D���D�Q�G���Q�D�P�H�V���D�V���W�K�H 

�F�R�U�Q�H�U�V�W�R�Q�H�V���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���µ�W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W���G�U�D�P�D�W�L�F���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� 

�H�[�S�O�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���F�R�O�R�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I���D���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���U�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�����W�K�H 

�Z�H�V�W�Z�D�U�G���V�X�U�J�H�����W�K�H���W�L�G�H�V���R�I���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���G�H�E�D�W�H���W�K�D�W���H�U�X�S�W�H�G���L�Q���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U�����D�Q�G���W�K�H 

�W�U�L�X�P�S�K���R�I���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���D�Q�G���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�����7�K�H�V�H���H�Y�H�Q�W�V�����D�P�R�Q�J���R�W�K�H�U�V�����P�D�N�H���X�S���W�K�H 

�µ �I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N���R�I���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���V�K�D�S�H�G���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�¶�������������� 

���������D�F�U�R�V�V���D�O�O���H�U�D�V���D�Q�G���D�U�H�D�V���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����'�R�U�V�R�Q���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V 

�Q�H�H�G���W�R���E�H���W�D�N�H�Q���L�Q�W�R���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�¶�������������������������������Z�K�L�F�K���F�D�Q 
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�µ 

�Q�H�Y�H�U���E�H���U�H�D�G���R�U���V�W�X�G�L�H�G���L�Q���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�V�H���I�L�H�O�G�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R 

�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���L�Q���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�Z�R�Y�H�Q���Z�H�E�� 

�,�Q���W�K�H���8�6�����D�V���%�U�X�Q�Y�D�Q�G���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�V�����µ�D�X�W�K�R�U�V���K�D�Y�H���F�R�P�H���I�U�R�P���D�O�O���J�U�R�X�S�V���D�Q�G���F�O�D�V�V�H�V�����D�Q�G 

�W�K�H���V�D�P�H���L�V���W�U�X�H���I�R�U���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�¶�����H�F�K�R�L�Q�J���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W���$�O�D�Q���'�X�Q�G�H�V�¶�V 

�X�Q�F�R�P�S�U�R�P�L�V�L�Q�J���G�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���µ�:�K�R���D�U�H���W�K�H���I�R�O�N�"���$�P�R�Q�J���R�W�K�H�U�V�����Z�H���D�U�H���¶�����������������������������:�K�L�O�H 

�V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���7�R�N���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q���K�D�Y�H���U�L�J�K�W�I�X�O�O�\���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���Z�K�R���R�U���Z�K�D�W 

�L�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���L�Q���'�X�Q�G�H�V�¶�V���L�G�H�D���D�E�R�X�W���µ�X�V�¶���D�Q�G���µ�R�W�K�H�U�V�¶���������������������������L�W���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���F�O�H�D�U���W�K�D�W���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q 

�O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�����L�Q���D�O�O���L�W�V���I�R�U�P�V�����L�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V�O�\���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�G���E�\���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H�����I�R�O�N���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����D�Q�G���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H 

�V�W�X�G�L�H�V�����D�O�O���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���K�L�Q�J�H���R�Q���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���V�W�R�U�\�W�H�O�O�L�Q�J�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����W�K�H���R�U�D�O 

�V�W�R�U�L�H�V���R�I���L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���S�H�R�S�O�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���S�U�H-�F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���H�U�D�����W�K�H���G�L�D�U�L�V�W�L�F���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q 

�V�H�W�W�O�H�U-�H�[�S�O�R�U�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���I�L�I�W�H�H�Q�W�K���D�Q�G���V�L�[�W�H�H�Q�W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V�����W�K�H���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���V�O�D�Y�H 

�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���Q�L�Q�H�W�H�H�Q�W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�����R�U���V�R-�F�D�O�O�H�G���µ�J�U�H�D�W���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���Q�R�Y�H�O�V�¶���V�X�F�K���D�V���0�D�U�N 

�7�Z�D�L�Q�¶�V���7�K�H���$�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�V���R�I���+�X�F�N�O�H�E�H�U�U�\���)�L�Q�Q���R�U���+�H�U�P�D�Q���0�H�O�Y�L�O�O�H�¶�V���0�R�E�\���'�L�F�N�� 

�7�K�H�V�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Z�R�Y�H�Q���O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\���D�Q�G���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�L�V�W�L�F���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���K�D�Y�H���V�K�D�S�H�G���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V���R�I 

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���D�V���D���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���D�E�R�X�W���µ�P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V���V�O�D�L�Q���D�Q�G���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V���E�H�O�R�Y�H�G�¶ 
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���3�R�R�O�H�����������������������,�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�R�O�N���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���D�U�H���V�K�D�S�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V���R�I 

�H�Q�V�O�D�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�����V�D�Y�D�J�H�U�\�����K�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�G�H�����Z�D�U�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���U�H�S�H�U�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���L�G�H�D�O�L�V�P���R�I 

�L�P�S�H�U�L�D�O�L�V�P�����V�R���D�U�H���L�W�V���K�R�U�U�R�U���W�H�[�W�V�����$�V���V�X�F�K�����P�D�Q�\���Y�D�P�S�L�U�H�����Z�H�U�H�Z�R�O�I�����D�Q�G���Z�L�W�F�K���W�D�O�H�V 

�W�K�H�P�D�W�L�]�H���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���O�H�J�D�F�\���R�I���W�K�H���3�X�U�L�W�D�Q���E�D�W�W�O�H�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���J�R�R�G���D�Q�G���V�X�S�H�U�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O 

�H�Y�L�O�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���J�K�R�V�W���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�H���W�K�H���J�R�W�K�L�F���I�H�D�U���R�I���K�D�X�Q�W�H�G���K�R�X�V�H�V���D�Q�G���X�Q�U�H�V�R�O�Y�H�G 

�J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�L�V�S�X�W�H�V�����U�D�F�H���K�R�U�U�R�U�V���U�H�D�G���W�K�H���Q�R�Q-�Z�K�L�W�H���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U���D�V���D���U�D�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G���R�W�K�H�U�����]�R�P�E�L�H 

�Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V���J�R���E�D�F�N���W�R���W�K�H���W�U�D�Q�V�D�W�O�D�Q�W�L�F���V�O�D�Y�H���W�U�D�G�H���D�Q�G���H�Q�D�E�O�H���W�K�H���U�H�W�X�U�Q���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�S�U�H�V�V�H�G�� 
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�Z�K�L�F�K���V�S�H�D�N�V���W�R���W�K�H���Q�R�Y�H�O�¶�V���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���Z�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���G�D�Q�J�H�U�V���R�I���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H 

�X�Q�Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J�Q�H�V�V���W�R���D�F�F�H�S�W���G�H�I�H�D�W�����X�W�W�H�U�H�G���E�\���$�E�H�¶�V���G�H�D�G���Z�L�I�H���0�D�U�L�H���L�Q���R�Q�H���R�I���K�L�V���G�U�H�D�P�V�� 
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�µ�:�K�D�W�¶�V���O�R�V�W���L�V���O�R�V�W�¶���������������7�K�H���U�H�O�X�F�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���R�I���W�K�H���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���W�R���D�G�K�H�U�H���W�R���W�K�L�V 
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�D�Q�J�X�L�V�K���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q���Q�D�W�X�U�H�� 

�,�Q���+�R�Z�D�U�G�¶�V���V�W�R�U�\�����W�K�L�V���L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���Z�L�O�O���I�D�O�O���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���O�H�D�G���E�\���5�D�L�Q�H�U�����D 

�S�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U���R�I���S�K�L�O�R�O�R�J�\���I�U�R�P���+�H�L�G�H�O�E�H�U�J�����*�H�U�P�D�Q�\�����Z�K�R�����L�Q���W�K�H���V�S�L�U�L�W���R�I���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���'�U�H�D�P�� 

�F�U�R�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���$�W�O�D�Q�W�L�F���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���I�D�P�L�O�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���R�O�G���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���W�R���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���Z�R�U�O�G���L�Q���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\�����������V�� 

�:�K�H�Q���W�K�H�L�U���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W���L�V���G�L�V�W�X�U�E�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���X�Q�K�R�O�\���G�R�L�Q�J�V���R�I���W�K�H���)�L�V�K�H�U�P�D�Q�����Z�K�R���E�H�J�L�Q�V���W�R���R�I�I�H�U 

�X�S���D�Q�G���U�H�V�X�U�U�H�F�W���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�D�Q�W�V���W�R���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���K�L�V���S�R�Z�H�U�V���R�Y�H�U���/�H�Y�L�D�W�K�D�Q���D�Q�G���W�R���U�H�W�U�L�H�Y�H���K�L�V 

�I�D�P�L�O�\�����5�D�L�Q�H�U���L�Q�W�H�U�I�H�U�H�V���D�Q�G���E�U�L�Q�J�V���W�K�H���D�Q�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W�¶�V���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���D���W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���K�D�O�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���K�H�O�S 

�R�I���P�\�V�W�H�U�L�R�X�V���E�R�R�N�V���W�K�D�W���W�H�D�F�K���K�L�P���S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O���R�F�F�X�O�W���P�D�Q�R�H�X�Y�H�U�V�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�L�V���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q 

�I�R�O�N���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���P�X�O�W�L�O�L�Q�J�X�D�O���U�K�H�W�R�U�L�F���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���5�D�L�Q�H�U�¶�V���V�W�X�G�\���R�I���S�K�L�O�R�O�R�J�\���L�V���G�H�S�L�F�W�H�G 

�D�P�E�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W�O�\�����K�L�V���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���D�E�R�X�W���E�R�R�N�V�����V�W�R�U�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���L�V���Z�K�D�W���H�Q�G�H�G���K�L�V 

�F�D�U�H�H�U���L�Q���(�X�U�R�S�H�����E�X�W���L�W���D�O�V�R���H�Q�D�E�O�H�V���K�L�P���W�R���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���W�K�H���)�L�V�K�H�U�P�D�Q���E�H�W�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���H�O�V�H 

�L�Q���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���Z�R�U�O�G�����$�Q�G���\�H�W�����5�D�L�Q�H�U�¶�V���S�O�D�Q�����O�L�N�H���W�K�H���)�L�V�K�H�U�P�D�Q�¶�V�����X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���I�D�L�O�V�����I�R�U���W�K�H 

�D�Q�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W���F�R�P�H�V���E�D�F�N���W�R���K�D�X�Q�W���$�E�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�R�Y�H�O�¶�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�����R�V�W�H�Q�V�L�E�O�\���D�V���S�X�Q�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���Q�R�W 

�E�H�O�L�H�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\���L�Q���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H���D�Q�G���I�R�U���G�L�V�U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���L�W�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H 

�U�H�D�G�H�U���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V�H�V���5�D�L�Q�H�U�¶�V���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�H�H�P�L�Q�J�O�\���H�Q�G�O�H�V�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���R�F�F�X�O�W���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V 

�D�Q�G���$�E�H�¶�V���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H���D�F�F�H�S�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�H���U�H�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���I�L�V�K�L�Q�J���O�H�J�H�Q�G�����W�K�H���Q�R�Y�H�O���D�O�O�R�Z�V 

�W�K�H���)�L�V�K�H�U�P�D�Q���Q�R���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���G�U�H�D�P���R�I���K�L�V���U�H�V�X�U�U�H�F�W�H�G���I�D�P�L�O�\�����+�L�V���Z�L�I�H���D�Q�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���Q�H�Y�H�U 

�U�H�W�X�U�Q���E�H�F�D�X�V�H�����H�Y�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���R�I���D�O�O�H�J�H�G�O�\���H�Q�G�O�H�V�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\���K�D�V���L�W�V���O�L�P�L�W�V�� 

�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���K�L�P���D�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�Q�G���S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�O�\���L�V�R�O�D�W�H�G���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���L�Q���D�O�O���G�L�H�J�H�W�L�F 

�G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���Q�R�Y�H�O�� 

�$�W���W�K�L�V���S�R�L�Q�W�����L�Q�H�Y�L�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���E�H�F�R�P�H�V���W�K�H���W�H�[�W�¶�V���G�H�F�L�V�L�Y�H���I�R�O�N���K�R�U�U�R�U���W�K�H�P�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D 

�I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���L�P�P�R�U�W�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H���I�H�D�U���R�I���G�H�D�W�K�����7�K�H�V�H���D�I�I�H�F�W�V���D�U�H���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G 

�E�\���W�K�H���)�L�V�K�H�U�P�D�Q���D�V���D���E�U�R�N�H�Q���P�D�Q���Z�K�R�V�H���L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���D�F�F�H�S�W���W�K�H���O�D�Z�V���R�I���Q�D�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���W�R���G�H�D�O 
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�Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���J�U�L�H�I���L�Q���D���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H���Z�D�\���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�V���K�L�P���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���W�H�[�W�¶�V���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�����$���U�H�S�O�L�F�D 

�R�I���D���V�O�D�Y�H���P�D�V�W�H�U�����Z�K�R�V�H���U�H�V�X�U�U�H�F�W�H�G���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H���R�I���U�H�X�Q�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K 

�W�K�H�L�U���O�R�Y�H�G���R�Q�H�V�² �D�Q���H�P�S�W�\���S�U�R�P�L�V�H���I�R�U���G�L�V�H�P�E�R�G�L�H�G�����K�R�O�O�R�Z���I�L�J�X�U�H�V�² �W�K�H���)�L�V�K�H�U�P�D�Q�¶�V 

�F�R�U�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q���W�U�D�Q�V�F�H�Q�G�V���H�Y�H�Q���W�K�H���D�O�O�H�J�H�G���P�D�O�H�Y�R�O�H�Q�F�H���R�I���/�H�Y�L�D�W�K�D�Q�����Z�K�R���H�P�H�U�J�H�V���D�V���D���K�H�O�S�O�H�V�V 

�Y�L�F�W�L�P���D�W���W�K�H���P�H�U�F�\���R�I���L�W�V���P�D�V�W�H�U�¶�V���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W���G�U�H�D�P�� 

�7�K�H���V�D�P�H���L�V���W�U�X�H���I�R�U���/�R�W�W�L�H�����5�D�L�Q�H�U�¶�V���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O���W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�W�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H 

�O�H�J�H�Q�G���R�I���µ�'�H�U���)�L�V�F�K�H�U�¶�����Z�K�R���E�H�F�R�P�H�V���H�Q�F�K�D�Q�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���)�L�V�K�H�U�P�D�Q���D�Q�G���L�V���V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���I�R�U�F�H�G 

�L�Q�W�R���D���F�R�P�D�W�R�V�H���G�U�H�D�P�����8�Q�D�E�O�H���W�R���P�R�Y�H���R�U���V�S�H�D�N���L�Q���K�H�U���X�Q�F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V���V�W�D�W�H�����/�R�W�W�L�H���L�V���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O�O�\ 

�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���L�Q���K�H�U���I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V���U�H�D�O�L�W�\���E�X�W���V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�O�\���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�R���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���S�O�D�Q�H�����Z�K�H�U�H���K�H�U���P�L�U�U�R�U- 

�V�H�O�I�² �W�U�D�S�S�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���E�O�D�F�N���R�F�H�D�Q���W�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���)�L�V�K�H�U�P�D�Q�¶�V���K�R�P�H�² �F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W�V���K�H�U���Z�L�W�K���K�H�U���P�R�V�W 

�I�H�U�D�O���L�P�S�X�O�V�H�V���D�Q�G���K�H�U���P�R�V�W���W�H�U�U�L�I�\�L�Q�J���S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���I�H�D�U�V�����$�V���/�R�W�W�L�H���µ�L�V���V�W�D�U�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R���D���P�L�U�U�R�U 

�I�U�R�P���Z�K�L�F�K���V�K�H���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���O�R�R�N���D�Z�D�\�¶���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���)�L�V�K�H�U�P�D�Q���E�H�Z�L�W�F�K�H�V���K�H�U�����µ�L�W�¶�V���D�V���L�I���D���F�X�U�W�D�L�Q���K�D�V 

�E�H�H�Q���G�U�D�Z�Q���R�Y�H�U���K�H�U���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���E�O�D�F�N���R�F�H�D�Q�����W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���K�H�U�¶�����������������6�K�H���V�H�H�V���P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�V���R�I 

�F�R�U�S�V�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���V�H�D���R�I���G�H�D�W�K���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q���V�S�R�W�V���K�H�U���I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V���G�R�X�E�O�H�V���V�Z�L�P�P�L�Q�J���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���I�L�V�K-�O�L�N�H 

�F�D�G�D�Y�H�U�V�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����L�W���L�V���K�H�U���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���D�Q���H�H�U�L�O�\���I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U���J�L�U�O���L�Q���W�K�H���P�D�V�V�H�V���W�K�D�W���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\ 

�F�D�X�V�H�V���W�K�H���K�R�U�U�L�I�\�L�Q�J���H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H���R�I���K�H�U���K�X�P�D�Q���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� 
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�S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F���R�I���I�D�Q�W�D�V�L�H�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�L�V���I�H�O�O�R�Z�����>�����������@���)�U�R�P���O�X�V�W�����W�K�H���J�L�U�O���P�R�Y�H�V���W�R���D�Q�J�H�U�� 

�:�K�H�Q���V�K�H�¶�V���I�L�Q�L�V�K�H�G���>�����������@�����V�K�H���V�W�D�U�W�V���L�Q���R�Q���K�H�U���V�L�V�W�H�U�V�����7�K�H�\�¶�U�H���\�R�X�Q�J�H�U�����D�Q�G���K�D�V���W�K�H 
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