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HNEE Open Access Policy 
 

This guideline replaces the Open Access Policy of 5 May 2022 

 

In 2021, the Eberswalde University for Sustainable Development (HNEE) signed the ‘Berlin 
Declaration on Open Access to Knowledge in the Sciences and Humanities’1 and supports its 
call for open access to scientific publications. Open Access is based on the guiding principle 
that scientific progress should be accessible to everyone. Thanks to their demonstrably high 
visibility and reach, Open Access publications make a significant contribution to making 
research findings accessible to a broad public without compromising research integrity, and to 
promoting the work of researchers worldwide. HNEE regards Open Access as a sub-area of 
Open Science. Open Access within the meaning of this policy encompasses, in particular, 
publication in the form of articles and monographs. This policy establishes a general framework 
of recommendations for Open Access at HNEE and supplements the guidelines on the 
handling of research data adopted in 2025. 

The Executive Board and the Senate of the University for Sustainable Development strongly 
support researchers in publishing their research results via Open Access. 

 

The following applies to researchers at HNEE: 

 HNEE recommends that its researchers do not assign exclusive rights of use when 
concluding publishing contracts. They should at least expressly secure simple rights of 
use for the dissemination of their publications via Open Access. 

 HNEE recommends that its researchers, where possible, publish their first scientific 
publications in peer-reviewed journals, preferably in international Gold Open Access or 
Diamond Open Access formats under an open licence (e.g. CC-BY). Hybrid Open 
Access is not supported by HNEE. Exceptions apply to journals that are part of a 
transformative publish-and-read agreement (DEAL). 

 Researchers are required to deposit all academic publications on the OPUS 4 
document and publication server and research data in a suitable repository (e.g. 
RADAR-BB). The university bibliography in OPUS 4 forms the basis for the evaluation 
of academic performance at HNEE. 

 Furthermore, all researchers are obliged to exercise their right to secondary 
publication, subject to an embargo period of 12 months (Section 38(4) of the German 
Copyright Act (UrhG)), and the HNEE supports them in doing so. 

 If costs are incurred in connection with open-access publication, these must be 
included in applications for third-party funding (e.g. German Research Foundation, 
European Commission). 

Researchers are encouraged to make use of the supporting infrastructure of the Eberswalde 
University for Sustainable Development as follows. 

University Library services: 

 
1 https://openaccess.mpg.de/signatories-en  

https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration
https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration
https://doi.org/10.57741/opus4-974
https://doi.org/10.57741/opus4-974
https://campus.hnee.de/Wiki/openscience/SitePages/Open-Access.aspx
https://openaccess.mpg.de/signatories-en
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 Advice and support regarding the practical implementation of Open Access, publisher 
contracts, licensing and copyright issues, and compliance with publication-related 
requirements from third-party funded projects.  

 Support in exercising the academic right to secondary publication, subject to a 12-
month embargo period (Section 38(4) of the German Copyright Act). 

 Advice on claiming publication costs in project applications (calculation of 
requirements). 

 Advice on funding options for Open Access article processing or publication fees in 
quality-assured publications (HNEE Publication Fund). 

The practice of academic publishing is undergoing a transformative process. Support for 
academic publishing must therefore be continuously developed. HNEE is aware of the 
importance of the Open Access issue and has therefore assigned strategic responsibility for 
this area to the Office of the Vice-President for Research and Transfer. Together with the Open 
Access Officer, he or she is tasked with ensuring HNEE is well-positioned for the future in this 
field. The operational implementation of Open Access services lies with the University Library. 

 

 

 

 

 

signed 

Prof. Dr Matthias Barth 

– President – 


	HNEE Open Access Policy

