




INSPEL is a professional journal primarily for the dissemination of papers
written or proposed for publication by members of the IFLA Division of Special
Libraries. The Division promotes and coordinates the work of particular relevance
to the specific types of libraries or library activities in its Standing Committees for
Art Libraries, Biological and Medical Seiences Libraries, Geography and Map
Libraries, Government Libraries, Science and Technology Libraries and Social
Science Libraries.
The Journal is directed to an international readership among librarians in
government and international agencies, as well as in universities and research
institutions. Librarianship is a key subject in a rapidly changing world. Improved
practice will help produce economic benefits, and special attention should be
given to problems concerning libraries in Developing Countries.
Articles will be drawn primarily from activities conducted within IFLA. But on
occasion the Journal will publish articles on specified topics by non-IFLA
contributors. Any reader interested in preparing such an article is invited to
submit the paper to the Editor. Material on all aspects of librarianship will be
consideeed eligible for publication.
The views and interpretations in articles published are those of the authors and do
not necessarily represent the policies of IFLA or ASpB.
Comments or brief notes responding to Journal articles are welcome and will be
considered for publication to the extent that space permits.
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Editor's farewcll

Dear readers,

This issue completes the fifth volume of my editorship of INSPEL. It is a good
time to take stock and to thank a11those who contributed to the Journal during the
past five years: authors, Editorial Board members, the publisher and - most impor-
tant - you, our readers.

But after five years it is time for me now to hand over the editorship to a new
editor.

When I began my editorship I had two immediate goals. One was to have more
contributions from developing countries, close readers will have observed when
viewed from this point. Further I searched out for more authors from outside the
IFLA - Division of Special Libraries. By broadening the input it was possible to
make INSPEL better known to non-IFLA members.

The Journal maintained the level of subscriptions during the last five years but
would be on a financially sounder basis if we had more. Anything any of you can
do to improve INSPEL and to gain new subscriptions would be very welcome.

The mission of our non-profit Journal INSPEL is to publish the highest quality of
original contributions covering the broad canvas that is librarianship as a key
subject in a rapidly changing information world.

I would Iike to give my best wishes for our successful future to our Journal.

It was a great time to be the Editor of INSPEL.

Ekkehart Seusing
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