


Series: Learning Through Research

 Philosophical Field Research - Creative Writing

 Course: How to talk about "Nature"?

In this course, we discussed concepts of nature, their 
genesis, and use in different historical, cultural, and 
disciplinary contexts. "Nature" can be conceptualized 
as a counterpart to technology or, more generally, to 
the human-built world. This is a model of thought 
rooted in Greek Philosophy that persists today. Anoth-
er traditional conceptual scheme proposes nature as 
"the other," standing in for threatening natural forces, 
for divine power, and also for uncontrolled parts of 
the human mind, for instance. Again, another model 
distinguishes a number of different "natures:" a first 
wild nature; a second agrarian nature —the man-made 
environment; a third garden nature; and some authors 
add a fourth nature—the urban or mediated nature. 
In contemporary debates, "nature" is often identified 
as "environment," and as such, becomes inescapably 
entangled with its cultural, political, and technological 
contexts.
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The module "Philosophy of Technology and Nature" offers an over-
view on philosophical concepts and problems related to the idea of 
"nature" and how it reveals itself in various environmental debates. 
We will probe the different usage, the scope of historical depth, the 
semantics, and finally, the logical coherence of nature concepts. The 
course has two parts: "How to talk about Nature?" and "Living in the 
Anthropocene: Concepts, models, and narratives in the climate change 
debate." We are glad to have you on this journey as we explore these 
ideas and welcome you to think critically and deeply on these matters.

The Wilderness essays resulted from the first part. The essays were 
cosidered as an excercise in creative writing. We started from the 
assumption that creative writing is a technique that can include 
virtually any writing that is original and self-expressive. Accord-
ingly, types of creative writing range from poetry across movie/
television scripts, fiction (novels, novellas, and short stories) to 
memoirs. Likewise, techniques used in creative writing are very di-
verse and include plot development, dialogue, anecdotes, meta-
phors and similes or figures of speech. Since the course is visited 
by students not only from different study programs from the hu-
manities, the natural or engineering sciences, but also from many 
different countries all over the world, the wilderness essay was con-
sidered as an opportunity to get aware of and to reflect upon the 
many different nature/culture relationships present in the classroom.
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"After struggling for 

hours, we arrived at 

the top. Around us 

was only greenery, 

wild berries, insects, 

and birds, but below 

us was the whole of 

civilization."
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Being born in Kathmandu, the biggest metropolitan city in the lap of 
the Himalayas, I have always searched for the true meaning of wil-
derness. Staring continuously through small windows at the peaks of 
snow-capped mountains, I thought about what life has grown there, 
how wild the nature is, while asking myself if any human has reached 
the heights where my sights now are.

My first encounter with the wild was when I was very small; so small, 
I cannot even remember how old I was. But I remember it was the 
time of late summer. I decided to visit my uncle, living in the outskirts 
of west Kathmandu. The journey was two hours by bus and foot. I 
felt like I was just in a different part of world' there was so much 
green, where the sky is clearer, and the snowcapped mountains were 
so near to me. 

The atmosphere and air I breathed here was very different. Wind 
passed through the leaves of trees and waved to the strangers. I also 
observed that a larger number of birds were here. I felt the chilled air 
in my whole body. I still do feel it whenever I remember that event, 
the unforgettable encounter to nature. It was like hugging the nature.

It was one day-trip to the top of a hill. The green, elevated hill stand-
ing in front of my nose. One of my cousins held his cap, to see the top 
of hill, our destination. Slowly and gradually, we proceeded the trip 
to the tip-top. My breath was heavy, but lighter than my soul. Eagles 
stretched their wings and flew up in the clear sky Bushes were all 
over the trail as if there was no way to get into wilderness, and as if 
nature blocked itself from human interference. 

After struggling for hours, we arrived at the top. Around us was only 
greenery, wild berries, insects, and birds, but below us was
the whole of civilization.

Rosy Acchami
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Wilderness for me, after that experience, was getting out of my com-
fort zone of urbanization and mixing myself in with the colour of na-
ture. I argue with myself whether there is any untouched wilderness. 
The definition of wilderness is infinite, and every definition is correct 
in its own way. Life still has a lot to teach me, and I may encounter 
different forms of wilderness.
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"With tears in my 

eyes, I was over-

whelmed by all the 

beauty wrapping itself 

around me. The water 

wobbling beside me, 

I was grateful that I 

was in such a holy 

place. On that log, I 

realized there was no 

turning back for me."
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Someone once told me that when you discover a place where you 
feel like everything is fine once again, you have discovered your ac-
tual home. I didn't comprehend what that implied for some time. I 
understood that I had a battling soul, and that my "home" was the 
place I was from' but perhaps not where I can call home. I frequently 
have come short on a great deal in my life. I was wild and scared.

A wild idea' transformed into reality' landed me on the A13 Highway. 
As I traveled south from Lagos in mid-2010 to Cross River Nation-
al Park, I had already decided in 2009 that Cross River State was a 
place I needed to visit. I had been pondering this for quite a while. At 
long last, I concluded that I needed to quit and take the necessary 
action to leave. I am not a man who entrusts himself to fate, although 
I generally knew that God had a reason for me. At first, I didn't un-
derstand why I was going south. But later I realized that I was to find 
a place I could actually call home. God knew Cross River was where 
I should have been. 

Cross River was the most significant place. I saw things that had pre-
viously only appeared to me in history books. Wherever you looked, 
it was a picture from a postcard or a painting. The beauty overloaded 
all of my senses. It took a moment to understand that the place was 
real, not just fantasy. The scene was electric, the plants and trees all 
moved in agreement, the breeze sang a melody as it whipped past 
my face; the entire place had a heartbeat that reverberated within 
me. I saw a moose for the first time at mile five. I didn't realize at first 
what he was. I had never seen such a big and stately animal before. 
I couldn't take my eyes off him. It was as if something was trying to 
get me to see how unique it all was, how extraordinary this place was, 
and that I was welcome here. 

Idowu Adeyinka Adeyemo
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When I got to the Gunflint Lake Campground, I found a log near a 
stream and watched the sunset. The sky became a variety of reds, 
oranges, and pinks. With tears in my eyes, I was overwhelmed by 
all the beauty wrapping itself around me. The water wobbling be-
side me, I was grateful that I was in such a holy place. On that log, I 
realized there was no turning back for me. I had discovered a place 
that softened my heart, calmed my fears, and filled me with more 
satisfaction than I had ever thought possible. I finally found a home. 
In the years after I moved to Cross River, Gunflint Lake was a place 
that continually called to me. In the wake of a monotonous week, 
a drive there provided respite for only hours to a couple of days. It 
dependably freed me. 

I left Cross River for family reasons. I haven't felt right since I left. As 
of late, my mind is diverted, and my thoughts don't turn out right. I 
realize that is on the grounds that I haven't been home in a while. As 
strange as it sounds, I long for it. It saddens me to be gone because it 
was the primary place in my life that I had always found peace. 
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"The most important 

principle about wil-

derness experiences 

is to know that they 

are temporary, sub-

ject to change, and 

not designed to last 

long."
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So strange, desolate, abandoned the environment can be. It's an ex-
perience most have had, or are still to have. It's a situation someone 
once called "a wilderness." 

A wilderness is an isolated, uncultivated, uninhabited, and inhospita-
ble area. In other words, it is a desert, a place where you are left with 
yourself, all by yourself, and keeps you in so much anxiety and fear of 
the unknown.

Wilderness is part of nature. It is a part of our human existence. In a 
natural sense, wilderness is that bare piece of land on which vegeta-
tion can't survive—such a desert characterized by sand in hot tropical 
regions, as found in Africa, South America, Asia, and Australia. Other 
forms of wilderness are the arctic regions of the world situated at the 
poles. Characterized by so much cold, they won't permit an exist-
ence of life. However, this is a basic natural perceptive, a shadow that 
portrays to humanity what it means to be in an isolated atmosphere.

Humanity—which happens to be the main focus and idea on which 
everything on earth is centered on—reveals in a real sense what 
wilderness is, how it affects the behavior and reactions of a person. 
Wilderness from a human perspective is that dark, gloomy, moody, 
obscured, cheerless, depressed, sorrowful moment that renders a 
person helpless, places them in a tight corner or dilemma, and fills 
their thoughts on how to survive.

Humans are placed in this quagmire of wilderness by natural and un-
natural circumstances, such as the death of a parent, a lifelong friend, 
a spouse; some such disappointment upon which hope was built. 

Wilderness can be the loss of a home, either by natural circumstanc-
es like a storm, flood, or human circumstances like repossession by 

Carlson Anim
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the bank or government. It could result from a person's deep search 
for purpose, reason for existence, or what to pursue next in life in the 
domain of education.

The results of a wilderness experience, most of the time, are 
far-reaching. Persons who can't handle wilderness experiences lead 
themselves to some abusive lifestyle, such as becoming addicted to 
drugs, alcoholic, and some dying by suicide. But those who handle 
such experiences come out better than before.

I have been a victim of a wilderness experience. I was leaving high 
school and entering into university. It was a time to decide which 
program to choose, and what would be my lifetime pursuit of knowl-
edge, how to serve my generation and humanity as a whole. And 
from a better understanding of the wilderness experience, I came out 
better than I was before through some principles I discovered.

In sum, wilderness experiences are not bad in themselves, but exist 
to serve as an incubator for character development and promotion 
in life. The most important principle about wilderness experiences 
is to know that they are temporary, subject to change, and not de-
signed to last long. It isn't worth it to destroy yourself over a circum-
stance or an experience that is just temporary. Therefore, the key to 
understanding, managing, and learning from the experience is know-
ing that before you there is still more to experience. It is your task 
to guide others on how to come out of such wilderness experiences 
successfully.
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"I felt like I was in the 

wilderness when I 

was lost in Berlin."

23



zz

David Bamidele Ayo

Lost in Berlin

BTU Cottbus-Senftenberg
PTN 2018/19 



Standing in a train station with two bags weighing 23 kilogram each, 
a 7 kilogram backpack, an empty stomach, extremely weak limbs, 
and a running nose, I realized that I was in a wilderness. I was lost in 
Berlin.
 
I had looked forward to my trip to Germany to start my education. 
Upon arrival of my visa from the consulate, I began the preparation 
for my trip. A lover of native Nigerian dishes, I brought different food-
stuffs for consumption later in Germany. Combined with my clothes 
and books, I only had two bags and a backpack. 

I began traveling on the 24th of October and after a brief stopover at 
the Ataturk airport in Turkey, I arrived in Germany at 10:15 a.m. on the 
25th of October. As I stepped out of the aircraft, I was exposed to an 
extremely cold temperature! The sweater I wore was not enough to 
keep me warm. 

Following the directions written in my BTU welcome package, I 
boarded a bus headed for the Ostbahnhof train station in Berlin. I 
struggled to bring my heavy luggage on board the bus. Since I was 
unfamiliar with the train station, I humbly asked a nearby passenger 
if I was headed to the Ostbahnhof train station. Due to the language 
barrier, we could barely understand each other, but I deduced from 
his hand gestures that I should transfer after the next three stops. 

I followed some stairs down to an underground train station, thinking 
I was at Ostbahnhof. Upon further enquiry, I realized I was at the 
wrong train station, and I would have to board two more trains to 
reach Ostbahnhof. By this time, I was extremely tired, cold, and hun-
gry. I was lost in Berlin. 

David Bamidele Ayo
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I realized I had to pass through some underground passages to switch 
train lines. After much difficulty in asking for directions, luckily I met 
a lady who spoke English and she assisted me by checking the DB 
navigator app for the exact time when the next train headed to Ost-
bahnhof. I boarded another train with the hope of connecting.

I eventually got a train to Cottbus. The ride lasted 90 minutes, and I 
arrived in Cottbus by 5:30 p.m. I had spent over four hours trying to 
navigate my way through Berlin. I had felt like I was in a wilderness 
when I was lost in Berlin. I felt alone and helpless due to the language 
barrier. This experience made me realize the importance of commu-
nication in everyday life. It inspired me to start learning the German 
language, which I find very exciting! 
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"Wilderness supports 

life, because without 

it, we as human be-

ings cannot survive. 

But the wilderness 

does not need us to 

exist."
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Wilderness is a natural environment on Earth that has not been sig-
nificantly modified by human activity. It may also be defined as: the 
most intact, undisturbed, wild natural areas left on our planet, those 
last truly wild places that humans do not control and have not de-
veloped with roads, pipelines, or other industrial infrastructure. The 
term has traditionally referred to terrestrial environments, now in-
cluding marine wilderness. All Earth is our wilderness.

Wilderness supports life. Without it, we human beings cannot sur-
vive. But the wilderness does not need us to exist. In fact, we have 
benefited greatly from the wild land that has provided us with min-
eral resources (fuel and gas); that from which most men have drawn 
wealth from, food which has been keeping us running up till now' 
such as vegetables and wildlife' that serves as meat for humans.

I love my country, no doubt. But the way land is being managed 
needs immediate action. Reports suggest that chimpanzees are en-
dangered, ranging across Cameroon and Nigeria. Its total population 
is down to fewer than 9,000 individuals. 1,000 are thought to live 
within the borders of the national park. Many wild land animals are 
in danger of extinction due to a gamut of factors. Across the country, 
little or no attention is being paid to the maintenance of infrastruc-
ture that once provided a safe haven for flora and fauna. Wildlife 
experts are exploring new areas to get a better idea of numbers, as 
there have been no population surveys for more than 20 years. Many 
of this wildlife faces threats, from illegal poaching for bushmeat, to 
traditional medicine production, to loss of habitat.

Wilderness not only overlooks the sea, but also the placid lagoon. In 
most European countries, the aim is towards conserving wilderness 
and wildlife by including local communities in the process. I believe 
this is a better path to follow for many' if not all' African countries.

Adeniran Babajide Benjamen
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"Often, people Often, people 

clearly distinguish clearly distinguish 

humanity from the humanity from the 

animal kingdom... animal kingdom... 

Still, we share Still, we share 

enough in common enough in common 

to maintain some to maintain some 

kind of link that kind of link that 

cannot be severed cannot be severed 

just by a declara-just by a declara-

tion to be better."tion to be better."
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When I thought about wilderness, it became clear that no physical place When I thought about wilderness, it became clear that no physical place 
anywhere can fit the commonly used term, meaning a place unaffected anywhere can fit the commonly used term, meaning a place unaffected 
by mankind. From my perspective, everything in nature is interlinked. by mankind. From my perspective, everything in nature is interlinked. 
No matter how far away, nor how seemingly separated, there will al-No matter how far away, nor how seemingly separated, there will al-
ways be something that makes two' on first sight' unmatched circum-ways be something that makes two' on first sight' unmatched circum-
stances affect each other, even if it may only be on the slightest base. stances affect each other, even if it may only be on the slightest base. 

With this given assumption, and following my feeling from the term wil-With this given assumption, and following my feeling from the term wil-
derness I sought out an immaterial wilderness not in this world, but that derness I sought out an immaterial wilderness not in this world, but that 
is still an influential part of our environment. Thus, I tried to think about is still an influential part of our environment. Thus, I tried to think about 
the psychological aspect of wilderness. It can be grasped clearly, as we the psychological aspect of wilderness. It can be grasped clearly, as we 
cannot see the actual thing. But it results in the shape of interaction.cannot see the actual thing. But it results in the shape of interaction.

Often, people clearly distinguish humanity from the animal kingdom by Often, people clearly distinguish humanity from the animal kingdom by 
declaring that human consciousness places them before animals. Still, declaring that human consciousness places them before animals. Still, 
we share enough in common to maintain some kind of link that cannot we share enough in common to maintain some kind of link that cannot 
be severed just by a declaration to be better. One big thing that unifies be severed just by a declaration to be better. One big thing that unifies 
us with animals are instincts. Depending on the given animal, they know us with animals are instincts. Depending on the given animal, they know 
without introduction what to do in certain circumstances, like the yearly without introduction what to do in certain circumstances, like the yearly 
salmon migration for reproduction. Even humans have some of those salmon migration for reproduction. Even humans have some of those 
traits. As any other species, they have the drive to propagate and main-traits. As any other species, they have the drive to propagate and main-
tain their own kind.tain their own kind.

Another interesting link is the survival instinct. Animals and humans Another interesting link is the survival instinct. Animals and humans 
alike try to survive under all circumstances, mental illness aside. When alike try to survive under all circumstances, mental illness aside. When 
driven by hunger, humans will try to get food by any means and despite driven by hunger, humans will try to get food by any means and despite 
the consequences, including stealing. In extreme cases, they might even the consequences, including stealing. In extreme cases, they might even 
abandon common sense. During the Thirty Years War, or a plane crash abandon common sense. During the Thirty Years War, or a plane crash 
in 1972 in the Andes Mountains, humans fed off the dead just to survive. in 1972 in the Andes Mountains, humans fed off the dead just to survive. 
Similarly, there are cases of animals performing cannibalism for nour-Similarly, there are cases of animals performing cannibalism for nour-
ishment if no other possible means are given, like some species of ishment if no other possible means are given, like some species of 

Anonymous

33



predatory fish where they happen to be the only type living in a par-predatory fish where they happen to be the only type living in a par-
ticular pond.ticular pond.

Another aspect that divides humankind from other animals is our Another aspect that divides humankind from other animals is our 
free time. Throughout centuries, humans have learned to make sur-free time. Throughout centuries, humans have learned to make sur-
vival more efficient' seen in the rise of solely being hunter-gather-vival more efficient' seen in the rise of solely being hunter-gather-
ers, to beneficiaries of large-scale agricultural and livestock farming. ers, to beneficiaries of large-scale agricultural and livestock farming. 
By developing a system that only needs few to support the living of By developing a system that only needs few to support the living of 
many, those who aren't in charge can use their freetime to develop many, those who aren't in charge can use their freetime to develop 
other activities considered useful in other ways.other activities considered useful in other ways.

From a logical point of view, freetime would result in an environ-From a logical point of view, freetime would result in an environ-
ment where everybody could be satisfied, as all needs for survival ment where everybody could be satisfied, as all needs for survival 
are fulfilled. Still, humans seek better conditions, to survive longer are fulfilled. Still, humans seek better conditions, to survive longer 
and more comfortably no matter the costs, resulting in fighting each and more comfortably no matter the costs, resulting in fighting each 
other in territorial aggression. This aggression differs only in one key other in territorial aggression. This aggression differs only in one key 
aspect from other animal behaviour: the means to accomplish their aspect from other animal behaviour: the means to accomplish their 
own prosperity. With better means of production, there are better own prosperity. With better means of production, there are better 
means of destruction too. The ability of mankind to suppress oth-means of destruction too. The ability of mankind to suppress oth-
ers in order to improve their own situation is beyond anything else ers in order to improve their own situation is beyond anything else 
known in nature, yet so similar.known in nature, yet so similar.

In my opinion, that's what wilderness is. Not an abstract kind of place, In my opinion, that's what wilderness is. Not an abstract kind of place, 
but an unseen part within everybody. Even when this is recognised, but an unseen part within everybody. Even when this is recognised, 
much like with animals, where their behaviour is shown the whole much like with animals, where their behaviour is shown the whole 
time, humans have traits that are partially, but not entirely, illogical. time, humans have traits that are partially, but not entirely, illogical. 
Changing them is futile, given the current state of humankind. An-Changing them is futile, given the current state of humankind. An-
imal behaviour, including all human actions that are not purely in-imal behaviour, including all human actions that are not purely in-
fluenced by logic are "wilderness" in my use of this term. No matter fluenced by logic are "wilderness" in my use of this term. No matter 
how hard one might try, humans are always affected, to a degree, by how hard one might try, humans are always affected, to a degree, by 
wilderness.wilderness.
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"Does 'natural' 

wilderness still 

exist? 

What is 'artificial' 

wilderness?"
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When I think of "Wilderness," I instantly connect this term with the 
movies I have seen, where the deep jungle is the scenery, like Jungle, 
Anacondas, The Jungle Book, or Indiana Jones. Besides the fact that 
all these movies are fiction and freely invented, they have contributed 
to my impressions of "Wilderness." Jungles are deep, dark, mysteri-
ous, unrevealed, but on the other hand, are colorful and diverse. A re-
gion considered "wild" is, for me, uninhabited or relatively unaffected 
by human beings.

While "Wilderness" can be a natural environment, such as the ocean, 
the sea, forests, mountains, heathlands, for me, the term also charac-
terizes a person. It is the individuality of what a person thinks, how a 
person acts, and feels. Here again, "Wilderness" is diverse.

Humans come from the wilderness. We play, work, hunt, kill, and love 
in order to live. We are not able to survive without wilderness. We 
depend on wilderness and the resources it gives us. However, we do 
not understand wilderness completely and hunt for more and more 
without respecting wilderness and its laws.

"Wilderness" can be a cycle, where each individual (animal, plant, 
human being, or climate) affects the other and its surroundings. 
Hence, places are given a sense of wilderness and are in constant 
states of change. In fact, "Wilderness" gives a place a soul and life.

What is a "wild" person/animal? It can be a negative and positive 
attribute, for example: untamed, out of control, extreme, dangerous, 
extraordinary in a positive way, adventurous or risky, crazy. A wild 
person is a fighter and does not give up.

Quyen Bui
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The protection of wilderness is controversial: while one side be-
lieves that wilderness serves as a psychological counterbalance, 
the opposing side is convinced that valuable resources should be 
accessible for economic reasons.

Does "natural" wilderness still exist?  What is an "artificial' wil-
derness?"

What is the difference between "Wilderness" and "Nature?" Is 
there a difference? Can one term be used as a synonym for the 
other? I believe that everyone defines these terms differently, 
depending on one's own upbringing and surroundings. For me, 
both have the same meaning.
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"Many times I have 

dozed off to illusions 

of this natural envi-

ronment. Visiting my 

village stream during 

the Christmas 

Festival was my ex-

perience of wilder-

ness."
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Since a tender age, Christmas festivals seemed to me the best fes-
tivals in the world. For other kids, it was also a joyful time for them. 
Probably because of the clothes, wristwatches, and shoes parents 
could gift them; for the festival's palatable delicacies of assorted goat 
and cow meat usually cooked that day and served with a lot of drinks. 
To many others, they may have enjoyed other delightful activities like 
seeing Santa Claus, popularly known as "Father Christmas" in my 
hood, and using fireworks, or "knock-outs." To some, it was about 
reuniting with extended family members such as Aunties, Uncles, 
Grandma, and Grandpa.

Many kids from my hood enjoyed particular activities during this 
Christmas Festival. But to me, it had an entirely different meaning. 
During the Christmas period, my mother usually took us to the vil-
lage of our Grandma and other family members to visit. This reun-
ion was amusing to my siblings, because they had time to play and 
dance with our cousins and even for a moonlit drama. I will say it was 
the best memory for me, because I was opportune to visit our village 
stream known as Ovolo.

Ovolo is situated east of the River Niger. It is known for its long, white 
sandy beach and surrounding lagoons. The area around the stream 
experiences a mild climate, seldom dropping below 28°C, with year-
round rainfall. The flora type is African montane forest. River ferries 
once ran along the River Niger, navigating routes between neighbor-
ing towns during its years of operation.

Ovolo, my village stream, was my wilderness. It was a general wilder-
ness because of the natural environment and presence of wild birds 
humming and flying around the stream. The only human activity in 
Ovolo is the fetching of water by villagers. Other human activity was 
restricted by our king and the head of the village. 

Mbuba Chizoba Collins
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During those days, I usually insisted on fetching water at the stream. 
When I went there, I stayed back for a very long time, especially in 
the morning. I enjoyed the natural environment of the stream. Count-
less times, I climbed the tree to look out a far distance, to see the 
stream and where it's course.

I also enjoyed watching the birds fighting for territories and the way 
they, with all their varying colors, came to drink from the stream, and 
the way they murmured. I reveled in observing so many other ani-
mals, like rats and squirrels, to see how they went feeding on fruits 
around the stream, and how they interacted.

The Ovolo stream became my site of learning how animals merged 
with their natural environment, without modification of human ac-
tivity. Many times, sitting under a tree, I could perfectly imagine the 
natural environment of the entire world before human modification. 
Natural breezes and scents of flowers gave me an entirely new view 
of how the world once was. Most times, I dozed off to illusions of this 
natural environment. Visiting my village stream during the Christmas 
Festival was my experience of wilderness.
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"Wilderness sym-Wilderness sym-

bolizes a utopia of bolizes a utopia of 

original, perfect order, original, perfect order, 

which time and again which time and again 

has been destroyed or has been destroyed or 

changed by humans. changed by humans. 

This also goes in hand This also goes in hand 

with humans alienat-with humans alienat-

ing themselves from ing themselves from 

nature."nature."
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Culture can be regarded as humanity's second nature. Wilderness Culture can be regarded as humanity's second nature. Wilderness 
has a multitude of meanings that partly contradict each other. From has a multitude of meanings that partly contradict each other. From 
an ecological point of view, wilderness can be an area with an in-an ecological point of view, wilderness can be an area with an in-
tact ecosystem that works independently of humans—an unused, tact ecosystem that works independently of humans—an unused, 
authentic area. Nature untouched has an untamed beauty, being a authentic area. Nature untouched has an untamed beauty, being a 
romantic place where one feels free from a society orientated around romantic place where one feels free from a society orientated around 
technology and rationality. Nature now seems like an ideal, one that  technology and rationality. Nature now seems like an ideal, one that  
can hardly be found in the modern, globalized world. Wilderness is, can hardly be found in the modern, globalized world. Wilderness is, 
on the one hand, the original room from which humans emerged and on the one hand, the original room from which humans emerged and 
later "broke free." On the other hand, wilderness represents an area later "broke free." On the other hand, wilderness represents an area 
that needs protection, above all, from humanity and its exploitation. that needs protection, above all, from humanity and its exploitation. 

Wilderness can be regarded as a counter-world to the traditional Wilderness can be regarded as a counter-world to the traditional 
cultural landscape, an area where our social values system does not cultural landscape, an area where our social values system does not 
apply. An area is wilderness when we consciously or unconscious-apply. An area is wilderness when we consciously or unconscious-
ly assign symbolic meanings from the cultural world as a sort of ly assign symbolic meanings from the cultural world as a sort of 
counter-image. Wilderness is then defined as a world that is neither counter-image. Wilderness is then defined as a world that is neither 
man-made nor mastered. Wilderness can be valued as a positive man-made nor mastered. Wilderness can be valued as a positive 
counter-image to humanity when we negatively assess our cultural counter-image to humanity when we negatively assess our cultural 
principles. Wilderness can alternatively be valued as a negative coun-principles. Wilderness can alternatively be valued as a negative coun-
ter-image to society when cultural principles are assessed positively. ter-image to society when cultural principles are assessed positively. 

Wilderness symbolizes a utopia of original, perfect order, which time Wilderness symbolizes a utopia of original, perfect order, which time 
and again has been destroyed or changed by humans. This also goes and again has been destroyed or changed by humans. This also goes 
in hand with humans alienating themselves from nature. This prin-in hand with humans alienating themselves from nature. This prin-
ciple may encompass a desire to return to a natural order, an envi-ciple may encompass a desire to return to a natural order, an envi-
ronment where one can find spiritual truth. Wilderness can also be ronment where one can find spiritual truth. Wilderness can also be 
described as a place of freedom in which there is no civilizing order, described as a place of freedom in which there is no civilizing order, 
where there are no conventions, rules, or prohibitions on life. where there are no conventions, rules, or prohibitions on life. 

If one speaks of wilderness as the opposite of civilization, one cannot If one speaks of wilderness as the opposite of civilization, one cannot 
ignore the designation of humans as "savages," a term primarily used ignore the designation of humans as "savages," a term primarily used 
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as a name for colonized peoples or so-called "wolf children." A clas-as a name for colonized peoples or so-called "wolf children." A clas-
sification of these people as "primitive" or "wild" emerged, indirectly sification of these people as "primitive" or "wild" emerged, indirectly 
justifying unequal treatment (two-class society), oppression (en-justifying unequal treatment (two-class society), oppression (en-
slavement), or cultural and physical extermination. In the discourse slavement), or cultural and physical extermination. In the discourse 
about wilderness, it is particularly interesting how humans positions about wilderness, it is particularly interesting how humans positions 
themselves as "cultural beings" in opposition to nature. themselves as "cultural beings" in opposition to nature. 

The cultural philosopher Ernst Cassirer stated that the relationship The cultural philosopher Ernst Cassirer stated that the relationship 
between humanity and nature can only be worked out through the between humanity and nature can only be worked out through the 
reflection of humans. Culture is the world of humans. Nature is in-reflection of humans. Culture is the world of humans. Nature is in-
tangible, since every acquisition is already cultivated. Wilderness, tangible, since every acquisition is already cultivated. Wilderness, 
therefore, can be seen as an attempt to separate the cultivated life therefore, can be seen as an attempt to separate the cultivated life 
from the natural, "wild" life. from the natural, "wild" life. 

Nowadays, there are hardly any living spaces that remain untouched. Nowadays, there are hardly any living spaces that remain untouched. 
The question arises as to whether these places, cultivated and formed The question arises as to whether these places, cultivated and formed 
by man, can become places of wilderness again. Or if humans as liv-by man, can become places of wilderness again. Or if humans as liv-
ing beings can be excluded from the concept of wilderness at all. ing beings can be excluded from the concept of wilderness at all. 

46



"I have heard some 

say that we must save 

Earth and nature. But 

in fact, this opinion is 

not completely right. 

Earth and nature are 

not so weak. Human 

beings are not that 

strong...Earth does 

not need humanity to 

save it."
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The wilderness, in my mind, is a small piece of land in the forest. 
When I touched this land, I saw what its life was like. What it sees, 
what it feels, what it thinks. 

I have felt and thought, "I am that wilderness."

At the beginning, I was covered with dense woods. Then the dino-
saurs came. Many had no natural enemies, a high demand for food, 
and some were particularly monumental in size. After huge meteor-
ites hit Earth, the dinosaurs were badly hurt. Some starved to death, 
some died because of environmental changes. Eventually all went 
extinct. But they had shaped me. 

After a long period of calm, a group of monkeys came. They got along 
well, and I treated them as my children. I provided food and shel-
ter, and in return they gave me joy. As time went by, some monkeys 
learned to walk upright. They gradually evolved, learned to make 
tools, plant grain, and they reproduced rapidly. I was proud of them. 

After some time, I started to worry about the fate of humans. Having 
no natural enemies, they began to think that they were strong enough 
to control everything. Just like the dinosaurs, I feared the tragedy of 
extinction could happen to humanity all over again. 

As expected, with the development of science and technology, hu-
man beings started plundering nature's resources, such as coal and 
metal, and no one could stop them. They became crazy, cut a lot 
of trees, wasted resources, discharged pollutants into the rivers and 
the seas, and I found chemicals in my own land. Then came serious 
environmental problems: air pollution, global warming, species ex-
tinction, natural disasters. 
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All threaten the daily lives of human beings. Some humans are aware 
of these problems. They have decontaminated my soil and replanted 
small saplings. Moreover, they rationally use resources, develop sus-
tainable renewable energy sources, control pollution emissions, and 
recycle waste. Finally, humans seek ways to get along with nature. 
Everything seems to be moving in the right direction, and my land is 
covered with dense woods again. 

I have heard some say that we must save Earth and nature. But in 
fact, this opinion is not completely right. Earth and nature are not 
so weak. Human beings are not that strong. Believe me, I have seen 
worse. Earth does not need humanity to save it. Worse has already 
happened—when the temperature on Earth was ten times higher 
than it is now; when the carbon dioxide concentration was ten times 
higher; when the only creature around was paramecium. The wilder-
ness and Earth have survived through all such times, and yet it is still 
full of vigor, blooming life, and beauty. 

Human existence is only a small part of natural history. Scientists 
have calculated that Earth is 4.54 billion years old, while the age of 
modern humans is only several thousand years. The dinosaurs ruled 
the earth for about 160 million years, and the dinosaurs went extinct 
about 65 million years ago. So in the macro view, human influence 
on wilderness is negligible for Earth. But it doesn't mean that humans 
can recklessly destroy nature. Even if humans run out of all the usable 
resources, nature will self-heal after hundreds of millions of years. By 
that time, another creature may live and "rule" Earth. 

So this is not a matter of saving wilderness. This is a matter of wheth-
er humans want to save themselves. 
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"Wilderness is an 

individual's state 

of mind in a certain 

environment. It in-

volves the way he or 

she feels, or their re-

actions towards the 

environment of an 

inhabitable or hostile 

place."
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Wilderness is based on one's opinion, their perception, and perspec-
tive, which may be an imagination of what does not exist in the phys-
ical.

On the other hand, wilderness is an individual's state of mind in a 
certain environment. It involves the way he or she feels, or their reac-
tions towards the environment of an inhabitable or hostile place. In 
addition, I presume that the word "wilderness" has been inspired by 
words like "wild" or "wonder," including a sense of curiosity, anxiety, 
and adventure. 

"My Journey to Deutschland" is written from my experience, which 
I am using as a sort of case study. On arrival to Frankfurt am Main 
International Airport, I had it in my mind that I could easily locate my 
way to Friedberg by connecting to different regional trains as was 
stated on my ticket. But it played out as a different experience alto-
gether. Now, here comes the idea of wilderness. 

First, the weather was cold, which I had prepared for as instructed. 
Then, while in Frankfurt, I tried to talk to someone about catching the 
regional trains, and on where to find the bus terminal closest to the 
train station. But, we could not understand each other due to lan-
guage barriers. The quest continued that way for about 20 minutes 
as I approached other people. At that moment, the word "wonder" 
came into play, for I was curious about what to do if I missed the 
train. 

Finally, I was able to find my way to the terminal and a new leg of 
the journey began. It was a long one that I had embarked on, trying 
to save money traveling by rail. I began at 2 p.m., boarding countless 
connecting trains, finally arriving in Friedberg at 11 p.m. 
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I regretted taking the decision of traveling by rail for I was to come 
down with my luggage at almost every terminal and move to the next 
platform in other to catch up with the next train.

Friedberg was absolutely different from where I came from. As I 
looked around, I thought with horror, where have all the people gone? 
In my home country, 11 p.m. is like dawn, with people walking here 
and there, going about their business activities. But this scenario was 
different. People were walking too fast. I could not keep the same 
pace, walking with my cumbersome luggage, making me anxious. 
I felt I was close to the "wild" perceptions I had in mind about the 
western world: freely moving wildlife and reserved terrain. I feared 
that I would end up as dinner in a bear's stomach, or get nabbed, for 
it felt way too late standing alone at the terminal. 

I stayed at the platform, swaying in and out of deep thought. I could 
not make calls but only receive them. I had to wait for my brother 
in the cold, surrounded by the woods. I had the feeling of "Wilder-
ness!" as much as I have seen beautiful farmland, road networks, 
buildings, and people. I still felt different at that moment though, as it 
was all about my perception or imagination as I wondered in the wild 
haven, embraced by the negative thoughts I had presumed about 
Deutschland and beautiful Friedberg. At that moment, it felt like a 
wilderness to me.
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"Experiencing un-

charted territory that 

nobody had tried was 

thrilling and made my 

heart beat fast."
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When I think about "Wilderness," my experience at a ski resort comes 
to mind. When in elementary school, I used to go to a ski resort near 
my city, located on a nearby mountain. My city was small, and the 
slopes for skiing were few in comparison to the size of the mountain. 
So some of my friends could make their own ski runs and go on paths 
never taken before. I was the type of kid who loved adventure, en-
joying the creation of my own path. Experiencing uncharted territory 
that nobody had tried was thrilling and made my heart beat fast. 

The wilderness made us feel exhilarated and fearful, since finding new 
ways meant finding ones untouched by humans. I ran over branch-
es a lot, the path being uneven. It was also not unusual to see wild 
animals, and sometimes we could see plants not growing in the city. 
When we heard rustling around us, we felt relief to see small critters 
like rabbits and squirrels. At one point, my friends said they saw a 
wild bear, although not with me. 

I think that "Wilderness" can have several characteristics. First, it is 
uncultivated. Like the fresh run that I carved at the ski resort, it is a 
place unstirred by humans. Secondly, it is uninhabited, without build-
ings or houses. Sometimes it looks lonely and feels solitary. Lastly, 
"Wilderness" is inhospitable. At times during adventuring with my 
friends, I became nervous, realizing that there would be no one to 
help us if needed. It is not a place made for humans, so there are 
many obstructions like branches, stones, and trees. I became in a bad 
mood when I tripped over these hurdles, because sometimes snow 
got inside of my clothes. 

Almost ten years have passed since I last and my own paths have 
become "real" runs. Some are even roads. I miss the time when I pio-
neered my own way and enjoyed my own adventure and feel sad that 
I can no longer enjoy this as I had before. 
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"The nature of places "The nature of places 

that are mostly con-that are mostly con-

sidered to be wilder-sidered to be wilder-

ness is constantly suf-ness is constantly suf-

fering from peoples' fering from peoples' 

deeds and conse-deeds and conse-

quences. But what is quences. But what is 

fascinating for me is fascinating for me is 

the wonderful ability the wonderful ability 

of nature to recreate of nature to recreate 

itself from scratch."itself from scratch."
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What do we think of when it comes to wilderness? Which specific What do we think of when it comes to wilderness? Which specific 
criteria can describe and define any place as "wild?" The fact that criteria can describe and define any place as "wild?" The fact that 
it has been abandoned for hundreds of years? Is it a place that has it has been abandoned for hundreds of years? Is it a place that has 
never seen harmful, destructive impacts of human activities? Or is it never seen harmful, destructive impacts of human activities? Or is it 
an empty place that has yet to be preserved? an empty place that has yet to be preserved? 

If you ask me, I say that wilderness is a pine forest by a lake with If you ask me, I say that wilderness is a pine forest by a lake with 
criss-crossing, narrow paths. Mountains with snowy peaks and criss-crossing, narrow paths. Mountains with snowy peaks and 
frightening silence all around is wilderness. Huge, 20-meter-high frightening silence all around is wilderness. Huge, 20-meter-high 
waves in the Atlantic Ocean is wilderness. waves in the Atlantic Ocean is wilderness. 

The 1964 Wilderness Act—written by the United States' Wilderness The 1964 Wilderness Act—written by the United States' Wilderness 
Society—defines wilderness as an area where "the earth and its com-Society—defines wilderness as an area where "the earth and its com-
munity of life are untrammeled by man." It is an area that "retains its munity of life are untrammeled by man." It is an area that "retains its 
primeval character and influence, without permanent improvement primeval character and influence, without permanent improvement 
of human habitation." of human habitation." 

Even though this definition is one of the most well-known, some will Even though this definition is one of the most well-known, some will 
point out that not many places are left that could be described as point out that not many places are left that could be described as 
"untrammeled by man." There are trekking maps for tourists explor-"untrammeled by man." There are trekking maps for tourists explor-
ing the highest heights of mountains. When lost in the forest, there ing the highest heights of mountains. When lost in the forest, there 
are signs everywhere, almost as if saying: "yes, this is real wilderness. are signs everywhere, almost as if saying: "yes, this is real wilderness. 
But we better restrict dangerous areas." Or, "you can take selfies But we better restrict dangerous areas." Or, "you can take selfies 
here" and "this a camping place." There are even special devices that here" and "this a camping place." There are even special devices that 
measure wave height. To me, it seems like we are trying to not only measure wave height. To me, it seems like we are trying to not only 
control, but also dominate, nature. This dualism defines our concep-control, but also dominate, nature. This dualism defines our concep-
tion of nature.tion of nature.

A recent article by The Conversation called "Earth's wilderness is A recent article by The Conversation called "Earth's wilderness is 
vanishing, and just a handful of nations can save it," points out this vanishing, and just a handful of nations can save it," points out this 
unpleasant reality of man dominating nature. It is something that, unpleasant reality of man dominating nature. It is something that, 
sooner or later, we will all have to face. sooner or later, we will all have to face. 
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Scientists claim that just a hundred years ago, wilderness was ex-Scientists claim that just a hundred years ago, wilderness was ex-
tended over most of the planet. Today, only 23% of land—excluding tended over most of the planet. Today, only 23% of land—excluding 
Antarctica—and 13% of oceans remain free from harmful human ac-Antarctica—and 13% of oceans remain free from harmful human ac-
tivities. tivities. 

Can a place be turned back into "wilderness?" In other words, can wil-Can a place be turned back into "wilderness?" In other words, can wil-
derness be regained? Deforestation, for instance, is one of the most derness be regained? Deforestation, for instance, is one of the most 
significant causes of global warming. It is also a vital issue for many significant causes of global warming. It is also a vital issue for many 
countries, such as Indonesia, Nigeria, and Brazil. Another example is countries, such as Indonesia, Nigeria, and Brazil. Another example is 
that 30 years have passed since the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. On that 30 years have passed since the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. On 
the one hand, people can't live there for the next 24,000 years. But the one hand, people can't live there for the next 24,000 years. But 
on the other hand, this has contributed to the growth of near-extinct on the other hand, this has contributed to the growth of near-extinct 
animal populations: wolf numbers are seven times higher in this zone animal populations: wolf numbers are seven times higher in this zone 
compared to areas elsewhere. This area might become the biggest compared to areas elsewhere. This area might become the biggest 
nature conservation territory in Europe if it becomes part of a UNE-nature conservation territory in Europe if it becomes part of a UNE-
SCO Biosphere Reserve as planned. But all the written above might SCO Biosphere Reserve as planned. But all the written above might 
raise a question: are humans worse for nature than radiation? raise a question: are humans worse for nature than radiation? 

The nature of places that are mostly considered to be "wilderness" The nature of places that are mostly considered to be "wilderness" 
is constantly suffering from peoples' deeds and consequences. But is constantly suffering from peoples' deeds and consequences. But 
what is fascinating for me is the wonderful ability of nature to recre-what is fascinating for me is the wonderful ability of nature to recre-
ate itself from scratch. Wilderness deserves and to be treated well ate itself from scratch. Wilderness deserves and to be treated well 
and respectfully, but in many countries this is not formally defined or and respectfully, but in many countries this is not formally defined or 
protected. protected. 

To sum it up: I do not find most definitions of "wilderness" to be very To sum it up: I do not find most definitions of "wilderness" to be very 
accurate. A place can become "wild," but mostly in cases where the accurate. A place can become "wild," but mostly in cases where the 
humans disappear.  humans disappear.  
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"There used to be a 

place in my village 

that comes very close 

to a feeling I associ-

ate with encountering 

wilderness: a feeling 

of awe, a feeling of 

being truly out there, 

and also a feeling of 

being lost. That place 

was the forest."
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Wilderness—an idea that doesn't often intersect with my daily life 
experience now. It was not something I experienced on a daily ba-
sis in my childhood either, especially growing up in Germany's most 
densely populated state. I was raised in a village, but a village where, 
from the one potato field, you could already see the road leading to 
the Autobahn. 

Wilderness was not something you could readily see, feel or per-
ceive in an area where an open coal mine is the number-one visit-
ed, most outdoorsy, spectacular site to show the occasional visitor. 
Really, you'd have to be a visitor or guest of someone living in that 
area, and more than a tourist, because tourists wouldn't even bother 
to stop by that place. Yet, there used to be a place in my village that 
comes very close to a feeling I associate with encountering wilder-
ness: a feeling of awe, a feeling of being truly out there, and also a 
feeling of being lost. That place was the forest. 

Now, the leftover trees are vague remnants of their former mass as-
sembly. The forest used to be huge, but not in the way that children 
perceive everything as huge, and when later, as adults realize that 
the place was quite small. It seemed so big because it was just in 
proportion to their own size and experience of the world. No, the 
forest was actually huge. As a consequence, at the age of four, it 
seemed infinite. 

My father used to take us on weekends, especially in the fall when 
mushrooms would grow there. In those days, we went very early in 
the morning, just about when the sun rose, so that, as my father said, 
we would get the "good ones" before all the other mushroom pick-
ers came. My brother and I—tiny, agile pre-school children—pushed 
ourselves through the tangled undergrowth of twigs, sometimes lit-
erally crouching on the mossy ground, slipping over the occasional 
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branch, wet and slippery from the morning mist. 
There was something magical, even mythical, to the quietness of the 
forest in the morning on those days in the fall. Wandering deeper 
and deeper into the undergrowth, there were spots where the trees' 
branches would be so close to each other that the light barely had a 
chance to get through. My father always knew the way, even as we 
often left the path and went into the depth of the woods. 

Nevertheless, I felt a bit scared; scared of the endlessness of the tree 
assemblage with no clear sense of direction; of losing myself. I asked 
my dad, "what happens if we don't find the way back?" and he used 
to laugh and say the least comforting things like, "well, we should 
probably climb the trees then, otherwise the wild boars may attack 
us." Of course, he knew nothing would happen. But I—as a child—
was terrified of the idea. The lush green of the trees was enchanting, 
even alluring, and being out there as the only people in the forest—or 
at least what felt like that—sounded daring and adventurous to me. 

Despite these mythical and haunting qualities, the forest, over a long 
period of having taken those trips during the autumn mornings, be-
came something else to me; a special, personal place that I inhab-
ited by knowing how to make use of it, even if it was just the tiny 
knowledge pieces picked up my dad about which mushrooms you 
could eat and which were poisonous. Even as the day came when the 
coal company cut down the trees and decimated around 80% of the 
forest's territory, turning it into an open mine, I kept this feeling of a 
place that I somehow belonged in and that somehow belonged to 
me, applying that universally to every forest I visited. 

When I enter the woods now, they feel familiar. I admire the same 
denseness of the twigs and branches where the light barely gets 
through. I marvel at the beauty of the warm and colourful leaves still 
on the trees or on the ground, and the lush green of the firs and pines. 
Do I still feel the same terror? Maybe it has been replaced by accept-
ance of not knowing my way, and yet feeling like I know the place 
already. 
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"My wilderness does My wilderness does 

not need me as much not need me as much 

as I need it. My wil-as I need it. My wil-

derness can survive derness can survive 

without my existence, without my existence, 

but in no way will I but in no way will I 

exist without my wil-exist without my wil-

derness."derness."
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This space I am presently occupying [Earth] is my wilderness. It is This space I am presently occupying [Earth] is my wilderness. It is 
one of the most beautiful places in the universe; it may be the only one of the most beautiful places in the universe; it may be the only 
place that supports life. It has enough of everything to sustain and place that supports life. It has enough of everything to sustain and 
support me and the human race. Water in abundance, vegetation support me and the human race. Water in abundance, vegetation 
to provide wildlife a habitat and food, the air I breathe, and other to provide wildlife a habitat and food, the air I breathe, and other 
various resources. It is, however, of high importance to note that this various resources. It is, however, of high importance to note that this 
space I am occupying [my wilderness] is not my own invention. I space I am occupying [my wilderness] is not my own invention. I 
was born into it and so shall I leave it for other generations to come. was born into it and so shall I leave it for other generations to come. 
It is, however, of note to say that nature does not need me. But I need It is, however, of note to say that nature does not need me. But I need 
nature.nature.

My wilderness is the natural surrounding that helps me to grow. My wilderness is the natural surrounding that helps me to grow. 
It helps me and all other living things to develop naturally and in It helps me and all other living things to develop naturally and in 
a healthy manner. It is a beauty to behold, but due to my bad and a healthy manner. It is a beauty to behold, but due to my bad and 
selfish activities and inactivity, my wilderness has been hurt and is in selfish activities and inactivity, my wilderness has been hurt and is in 
severe pain. Everything I use comes directly from my wilderness. The severe pain. Everything I use comes directly from my wilderness. The 
air I breathe, water for my daily use, fire to cook my food, the food air I breathe, water for my daily use, fire to cook my food, the food 
I eat and the electricity I use in powering my house and industries, I eat and the electricity I use in powering my house and industries, 
even the paper with which I am making this presentation comes even the paper with which I am making this presentation comes 
from my wilderness.from my wilderness.

But now, with the advancement of my living standards, my wilder-But now, with the advancement of my living standards, my wilder-
ness is affected to a great extent due to my activities and in-activi-ness is affected to a great extent due to my activities and in-activi-
ties—by means of air, water, and soil pollution, deforestation, animal ties—by means of air, water, and soil pollution, deforestation, animal 
extinction, improper waste disposal; all these through my reliance on extinction, improper waste disposal; all these through my reliance on 
technological advancement and insatiable living standards.technological advancement and insatiable living standards.

As I am the reason for the destruction and depletion of my wilder-As I am the reason for the destruction and depletion of my wilder-
ness, I must with urgency protect it from further destruction and ness, I must with urgency protect it from further destruction and 
extinction. All that is existing in my wilderness has been used up. extinction. All that is existing in my wilderness has been used up. 
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I have been exploiting these natural resources that are not of my in-I have been exploiting these natural resources that are not of my in-
vention for my own use—sometimes in the right, but most often in vention for my own use—sometimes in the right, but most often in 
the wrong way. These resources have always been exploited by me in the wrong way. These resources have always been exploited by me in 
order to fulfill my daily basic need to live extravagantly.order to fulfill my daily basic need to live extravagantly.

My wilderness does not need me as much as I need it. My wilderness My wilderness does not need me as much as I need it. My wilderness 
can survive without my existence, but in no way will I exist without can survive without my existence, but in no way will I exist without 
my wilderness. This is now the time for me to care more and support my wilderness. This is now the time for me to care more and support 
my wilderness: to stop the illegal cutting of trees, to care more for the my wilderness: to stop the illegal cutting of trees, to care more for the 
animals before they go extinct, to encourage proper waste disposal, animals before they go extinct, to encourage proper waste disposal, 
to stop the manipulation of my wilderness for my selfish interest so to stop the manipulation of my wilderness for my selfish interest so 
that my wilderness as I once knew it will continue to exist and sup-that my wilderness as I once knew it will continue to exist and sup-
port me and the next generations, yet unborn, even while I am no port me and the next generations, yet unborn, even while I am no 
longer in my wilderness.longer in my wilderness.
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"If the trees could If the trees could 

speak, they would speak, they would 

probably have mean probably have mean 

things to say about things to say about 

humanity...Soil could humanity...Soil could 

also add Her story...also add Her story...

She begs for care."She begs for care."
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Breathing deep, feeling every single oxygen molecule entering the Breathing deep, feeling every single oxygen molecule entering the 
nose, passing through the throat and entering the lungs. What a nose, passing through the throat and entering the lungs. What a 
smell! The smell of rocks, waves, trees, and soil. Wind carries the par-smell! The smell of rocks, waves, trees, and soil. Wind carries the par-
ticles of them all, and I inhale in order to assimilate myself with those ticles of them all, and I inhale in order to assimilate myself with those 
elements, just to have a part of them inside me. Mother Nature' she elements, just to have a part of them inside me. Mother Nature' she 
is so perfectly chaotic that I adore staring at her and wondering how is so perfectly chaotic that I adore staring at her and wondering how 
She feels, if She feels at all.She feels, if She feels at all.

Those fractions, the rounded shapes, and perfect circular patterns Those fractions, the rounded shapes, and perfect circular patterns 
in trees interest me. It seems that they move their branches like an-in trees interest me. It seems that they move their branches like an-
cient humans, holding their wrinkled hands in the air trying to reach cient humans, holding their wrinkled hands in the air trying to reach 
heaven's gates. The bark always has that look, that serious look full heaven's gates. The bark always has that look, that serious look full 
of wisdom; a picture of the past. Sometimes I ask myself, what would of wisdom; a picture of the past. Sometimes I ask myself, what would 
they say' from the heart of their cortex' about the past, its people, they say' from the heart of their cortex' about the past, its people, 
and life in general. When I truly look at these trees, and not with the and life in general. When I truly look at these trees, and not with the 
eyes that see but with the eyes that feel, I can hear them screaming eyes that see but with the eyes that feel, I can hear them screaming 
for help. It's a scream to awaken awareness in us humans. A cry to for help. It's a scream to awaken awareness in us humans. A cry to 
take care of them, and to love them again, just simply because those take care of them, and to love them again, just simply because those 
silent old wrinkled hands have green leaves that serve us with oxygen silent old wrinkled hands have green leaves that serve us with oxygen 
we really need to simply breathe.we really need to simply breathe.

If the trees could speak, they would probably have mean things to say If the trees could speak, they would probably have mean things to say 
about humanity. They would tell frightening, terrible stories of how about humanity. They would tell frightening, terrible stories of how 
killing machines chopped them down, one after the other, to build a killing machines chopped them down, one after the other, to build a 
bigger house, a bigger supermarket, or a bigger parking lot for mon-bigger house, a bigger supermarket, or a bigger parking lot for mon-
ster cars on top of a graveyard made for their roots.ster cars on top of a graveyard made for their roots.

Soil could also add Her story, most probably the same sad story that Soil could also add Her story, most probably the same sad story that 
human hands wrote about the history of the world. She would talk of human hands wrote about the history of the world. She would talk of 
Her enemy asphalt, of chemicals leaching into the depths like an acid Her enemy asphalt, of chemicals leaching into the depths like an acid 
burning her own microscopic inhabitants and how loud they scream. burning her own microscopic inhabitants and how loud they scream. 
She begs for care, She begs for love. But only those who She had fed She begs for care, She begs for love. But only those who She had fed 

Agne Matvejeva

73



can hear her crying every day and every night. So those suffering hu-can hear her crying every day and every night. So those suffering hu-
mans join her sorrows and her cries, unfortunately, only when they mans join her sorrows and her cries, unfortunately, only when they 
become Her victims. She is my mother; She who shares Her natural become Her victims. She is my mother; She who shares Her natural 
warmth and love in the form of food and of any living organism for warmth and love in the form of food and of any living organism for 
whom She cares.whom She cares.

In those places where enemies have not yet carved their sad story In those places where enemies have not yet carved their sad story 
into the memory of Trees and Soil, they communicate interchange-into the memory of Trees and Soil, they communicate interchange-
ably with their roots and through microscopic creatures of which no ably with their roots and through microscopic creatures of which no 
human has a clear idea. This is what I observe and listen to in the human has a clear idea. This is what I observe and listen to in the 
forest that has no path.forest that has no path.

These are the stories I hear every single day just simply walking on These are the stories I hear every single day just simply walking on 
the streets. It is an intense melody, I must say. For me, personally, it the streets. It is an intense melody, I must say. For me, personally, it 
is so sad to listen to, and yet so wonderful that I am gifted to hear it.is so sad to listen to, and yet so wonderful that I am gifted to hear it.

From rock to Soil, from Soil to rock, and from rocks to Mountains' so From rock to Soil, from Soil to rock, and from rocks to Mountains' so 
stable, so humble, and so still. Not many things seem to bother the stable, so humble, and so still. Not many things seem to bother the 
Mountain, no problems, nor fear. Even every single killer human looks Mountain, no problems, nor fear. Even every single killer human looks 
at Him with respect and most surprisingly with love. Nothing can at Him with respect and most surprisingly with love. Nothing can 
destroy the mountain, but the mountain can destroy the asphalt and destroy the mountain, but the mountain can destroy the asphalt and 
the houses that humans worship so much. Big walls of minerals are the houses that humans worship so much. Big walls of minerals are 
staring at me and reminding me how small actually I am. Although, staring at me and reminding me how small actually I am. Although, 
unfortunately, I am the same killer human who is born to consume unfortunately, I am the same killer human who is born to consume 
in one way or another. So I look at the mountain with many dreams in one way or another. So I look at the mountain with many dreams 
and wonders. He, Mountain, is charging me with his energy, one that and wonders. He, Mountain, is charging me with his energy, one that 
I can feel in the tips of my toes. He gives me strength and hope so I I can feel in the tips of my toes. He gives me strength and hope so I 
could achieve my dream, so I could be a little bit better human. He could achieve my dream, so I could be a little bit better human. He 
guides the wind I call God' we do not see but w can all feel it. Like on guides the wind I call God' we do not see but w can all feel it. Like on 
top of my own little summit, I can feel its touch and how it surrounds top of my own little summit, I can feel its touch and how it surrounds 
me in a perfect circle and sends shivers over my skin.me in a perfect circle and sends shivers over my skin.

It makes me feel alive to be sitting on the mountain and touching It makes me feel alive to be sitting on the mountain and touching 
so-called God. This God in circles raises from oceans and blows His so-called God. This God in circles raises from oceans and blows His 
power to the world, carrying life and death together. Yes, the Ocean! power to the world, carrying life and death together. Yes, the Ocean! 

74



Oh, that big amazing Ocean. Like the father that gave us life, it is Oh, that big amazing Ocean. Like the father that gave us life, it is 
sometimes the father that took life away. He can get angry and take sometimes the father that took life away. He can get angry and take 
away absolutely all that is on his way, so as He can carry you on his away absolutely all that is on his way, so as He can carry you on his 
back like a weightless dust. We all came from its waters one way or back like a weightless dust. We all came from its waters one way or 
another. So, I must stay brave when I go back to him. Ocean is like a another. So, I must stay brave when I go back to him. Ocean is like a 
father to me, and one that has never had to carry me. Therefore, I car-father to me, and one that has never had to carry me. Therefore, I car-
ry a lot of love for him' Ocean' which I have never had a chance to give ry a lot of love for him' Ocean' which I have never had a chance to give 
away. No human has seen the deepest depths, no human has discov-away. No human has seen the deepest depths, no human has discov-
ered the darkest secrets He may hide. However, many of us dream of ered the darkest secrets He may hide. However, many of us dream of 
seeing the worlds' most colorful places that Ocean has created. There seeing the worlds' most colorful places that Ocean has created. There 
we should open our hearts and let to our souls be colored.we should open our hearts and let to our souls be colored.

This is the place to experience the world of the colourful magic which This is the place to experience the world of the colourful magic which 
actually' day by day' lives with us. And to come back to the sad sto-actually' day by day' lives with us. And to come back to the sad sto-
ries I hear, the ones the obscure, lost wind tells to me, that the colorful ries I hear, the ones the obscure, lost wind tells to me, that the colorful 
magic world of Ocean is being bleached by the whiteness of snow. magic world of Ocean is being bleached by the whiteness of snow. 
Obviously because we forget to open our hearts, we carelessly dark-Obviously because we forget to open our hearts, we carelessly dark-
en our souls and forget the colorful magic too. So we simply forget en our souls and forget the colorful magic too. So we simply forget 
Ocean, our father who gives us life' gives us water to drink. This is Ocean, our father who gives us life' gives us water to drink. This is 
how my wilderness looks; this is how my wilderness speaks to me; how my wilderness looks; this is how my wilderness speaks to me; 
and this is all it has given to me' the power to live and love. Moreover, and this is all it has given to me' the power to live and love. Moreover, 
I truly believe and I strongly claim the fact that it is only because of I truly believe and I strongly claim the fact that it is only because of 
Mother Nature that I can just breathe.Mother Nature that I can just breathe.
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"There on the There on the 

horizon, I saw the or-horizon, I saw the or-

igin of being... igin of being... I cer-I cer-

tainly felt the truth tainly felt the truth 

about myself."about myself."
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In thinking about wilderness, I must certainly talk about the first day In thinking about wilderness, I must certainly talk about the first day 
when I felt nothing other than a small part of this intricate nature when I felt nothing other than a small part of this intricate nature 
around us. And there I was, with friends in front of the beach. It was around us. And there I was, with friends in front of the beach. It was 
a summer night, we were laying out enjoying the warm breeze that a summer night, we were laying out enjoying the warm breeze that 
was blowing from the horizon. Such a lucky night; we were alone was blowing from the horizon. Such a lucky night; we were alone 
on that beach. We spent the whole night enjoying the experience on that beach. We spent the whole night enjoying the experience 
of being absorbed by the nature around us. On my right side the of being absorbed by the nature around us. On my right side the 
high hills, behind me the rocky desert, on my left side the long sandy high hills, behind me the rocky desert, on my left side the long sandy 
beach, and in front of us the Pacific Ocean separated us from the city beach, and in front of us the Pacific Ocean separated us from the city 
of Antofagasta about 30 km in the distance. In that night, I could of Antofagasta about 30 km in the distance. In that night, I could 
not stand the feelings arising deep in my mind. Such an overwhelm-not stand the feelings arising deep in my mind. Such an overwhelm-
ing moment, that I had to write what was a reflection of my con-ing moment, that I had to write what was a reflection of my con-
scious-state moulded by the wilderness:scious-state moulded by the wilderness:
  

There on the horizon, I saw the origin of beingThere on the horizon, I saw the origin of being
And I found that there's no pleasure, no suffering, nor timeAnd I found that there's no pleasure, no suffering, nor time

Only a coarse feeling of love, of here, and todayOnly a coarse feeling of love, of here, and today
I certainly felt the truth about myselfI certainly felt the truth about myself

There were no words, no gods, nor ideals.There were no words, no gods, nor ideals.
Everything was part of everything and everything was nothingEverything was part of everything and everything was nothing

Nothing was infinite because everything vanished, nothing lastedNothing was infinite because everything vanished, nothing lasted
Time lacked graceTime lacked grace

Without a from and without a toWithout a from and without a to
Everything was energy flowingEverything was energy flowing
Everything was energy flowingEverything was energy flowing

  
This view of the wilderness might reflect similarities with the sub-This view of the wilderness might reflect similarities with the sub-
lime point of view. The feelings and emotions that the wild evoked lime point of view. The feelings and emotions that the wild evoked 
within me and the romantic description of my surroundings made within me and the romantic description of my surroundings made 
sense at that time. Living in Chile at that time of my life—a country sense at that time. Living in Chile at that time of my life—a country 
where the majority of its land is unpopulated, areas where nature is where the majority of its land is unpopulated, areas where nature is 
so aggressive that nobody can dare to live there, and a place so daz-so aggressive that nobody can dare to live there, and a place so daz-
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zling that one would love to wake up every morning with a view like zling that one would love to wake up every morning with a view like 
that—I was never confronted with what Macfarlane described in The that—I was never confronted with what Macfarlane described in The 
Wild Places—a dead wildness—so I never really had the time to think Wild Places—a dead wildness—so I never really had the time to think 
about a different one. about a different one. 

Another example of my view of wilderness came a year later. It Another example of my view of wilderness came a year later. It 
was the day when I decided to grab a backpack, sleeping bag, other was the day when I decided to grab a backpack, sleeping bag, other 
camping equipment, and take an adventure. This time, I was alone camping equipment, and take an adventure. This time, I was alone 
and with a low budget, mostly hitchhiking through Chile. I began a and with a low budget, mostly hitchhiking through Chile. I began a 
small journey in search of places like the ones Macfarlane sought. It small journey in search of places like the ones Macfarlane sought. It 
took a long time to get to the south. And although the landscape was took a long time to get to the south. And although the landscape was 
completely different compared to the dry north, I was impressed with completely different compared to the dry north, I was impressed with 
the beauty of the landscapes. Everything was different. The ground the beauty of the landscapes. Everything was different. The ground 
wasn't brown anymore, it was green. The air wasn't dry anymore, it wasn't brown anymore, it was green. The air wasn't dry anymore, it 
was wet. The smell around me wasn't of the sea, but of pasture an-was wet. The smell around me wasn't of the sea, but of pasture an-
imals. It wasn't just me alone anymore, there were people in almost imals. It wasn't just me alone anymore, there were people in almost 
every corner. And although the majority of the time I was in a good every corner. And although the majority of the time I was in a good 
mood, something constantly reminded me that I was not in the wild. mood, something constantly reminded me that I was not in the wild. 
By now, my view of what "real nature" is might have changed, but it By now, my view of what "real nature" is might have changed, but it 
was this moment of my life when I realized that different regions give was this moment of my life when I realized that different regions give 
wilderness a different meaning. wilderness a different meaning. 

As I continued south towards the National Park Torres del Paine, As I continued south towards the National Park Torres del Paine, 
about 4200 km south of my hometown, the landscape changed rad-about 4200 km south of my hometown, the landscape changed rad-
ically, bringing me back again to a sublime view of wilderness. At ically, bringing me back again to a sublime view of wilderness. At 
that time I could not fully understand this internal change of view—that time I could not fully understand this internal change of view—
although it confirms for me now what Cronon proposed to us in The although it confirms for me now what Cronon proposed to us in The 
Trouble With Wilderness: wilderness is no more than a human crea-Trouble With Wilderness: wilderness is no more than a human crea-
tion, a mere cultural invention that reflects our cultural changes. tion, a mere cultural invention that reflects our cultural changes. 
  
A few years later and in Europe, I experienced similar feelings to A few years later and in Europe, I experienced similar feelings to 
when I was in central Chile, or tat dead wildness that Macfarlane when I was in central Chile, or tat dead wildness that Macfarlane 
depicted in his book. In the beginning, I was very annoyed by the lack depicted in his book. In the beginning, I was very annoyed by the lack 
of "nature" around me, but nevertheless, I decided to stay. With time, of "nature" around me, but nevertheless, I decided to stay. With time, 
I started noticing more and more nature around me. For example, I I started noticing more and more nature around me. For example, I 
love the forests and the lakes where the combination of both is sim-love the forests and the lakes where the combination of both is sim-
ply striking. ply striking. 
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And although there are not so many wild animals, the "wild" trees And although there are not so many wild animals, the "wild" trees 
all around take the breath out of me and make me speechless. In any all around take the breath out of me and make me speechless. In any 
case, there are moments when I still feel encouraged to reflect more case, there are moments when I still feel encouraged to reflect more 
on the framework of understanding about the nature-reality that we on the framework of understanding about the nature-reality that we 
normally use. And I ask myself: how little do we care about complex-normally use. And I ask myself: how little do we care about complex-
ity? We tend to simplify nature to its main components and linearize ity? We tend to simplify nature to its main components and linearize 
its processes. We keep doing this, up to the point that it changes its processes. We keep doing this, up to the point that it changes 
our mindset in such a depleting way that whenever it comes time to our mindset in such a depleting way that whenever it comes time to 
look at the whole picture, we are not able to anymore. Our actions look at the whole picture, we are not able to anymore. Our actions 
replicate our mind's simplistic view and render it disconnected from replicate our mind's simplistic view and render it disconnected from 
nature. We can observe this all over the civilised world. We go just nature. We can observe this all over the civilised world. We go just 
running through life, we keep trusting in simple indicators and how running through life, we keep trusting in simple indicators and how 
they can tell us the truth, yet with such arrogance and irresponsibility. they can tell us the truth, yet with such arrogance and irresponsibility. 
We keep going further, making new efforts for so-beloved "develop-We keep going further, making new efforts for so-beloved "develop-
ment." But I want to stop for a while and take a look with keen eyes ment." But I want to stop for a while and take a look with keen eyes 
and observe the complexity; observe the myriad interconnectedness and observe the complexity; observe the myriad interconnectedness 
of nature without any preconceived ideas in mind, those ideas that of nature without any preconceived ideas in mind, those ideas that 
stop us from experiencing truth.stop us from experiencing truth.
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"Listen to nature, she Listen to nature, she 

is our maker. If you is our maker. If you 

truly need her, she truly need her, she 

will always will always 

answer.answer.""
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Filled with fury, I hung up the phone with my banker. She onceagain Filled with fury, I hung up the phone with my banker. She onceagain 
explained to me why I had been charged an insane amount of mon-explained to me why I had been charged an insane amount of mon-
ey—money that I will, of course, never see again. My unusual pulse ey—money that I will, of course, never see again. My unusual pulse 
and sweaty palms showed my stressful state. My acceptance of these and sweaty palms showed my stressful state. My acceptance of these 
unfair situations has been lowering every time. The week before, my unfair situations has been lowering every time. The week before, my 
Internet provider took advantage and overcharged me for some ser-Internet provider took advantage and overcharged me for some ser-
vices that I had never used. That same week, I received terrible news. vices that I had never used. That same week, I received terrible news. 
The public funding of my research had been cancelled. Meaning that The public funding of my research had been cancelled. Meaning that 
if I didn't come up with new resources, most certainly private fund-if I didn't come up with new resources, most certainly private fund-
ing, I would lose my job at the university. My nerves were getting ing, I would lose my job at the university. My nerves were getting 
weaker day after day. I felt bewildered. Wanting to remedy this, I put weaker day after day. I felt bewildered. Wanting to remedy this, I put 
on my boots and decided to go out for a stroll. on my boots and decided to go out for a stroll. 

The land surrounding the village has been mostly cultivated, but The land surrounding the village has been mostly cultivated, but 
there are still large portions of woods in this once-vast forest. I start-there are still large portions of woods in this once-vast forest. I start-
ed walking on the newly-built stretch of road leading to the next vil-ed walking on the newly-built stretch of road leading to the next vil-
lage. On the way, I took a small path leading to the woods where my lage. On the way, I took a small path leading to the woods where my 
favourite tree stands. The temperature was rather low, but my jacket favourite tree stands. The temperature was rather low, but my jacket 
kept me comfortable. The fresh breeze froze my cheeks. Noticing my kept me comfortable. The fresh breeze froze my cheeks. Noticing my 
tears, I realized I had to blow off some steam. I screamed at the top tears, I realized I had to blow off some steam. I screamed at the top 
of my lungs. Breathing heavily, I came back to my senses after a cou-of my lungs. Breathing heavily, I came back to my senses after a cou-
ple of seconds. I could hear the birds flying away. I probably seemed ple of seconds. I could hear the birds flying away. I probably seemed 
deranged to them. deranged to them. 

The coral sky generated by the late afternoon sun looked amazing. The coral sky generated by the late afternoon sun looked amazing. 
The warm colours of red, orange, and yellow leaves, brown tree barks The warm colours of red, orange, and yellow leaves, brown tree barks 
and mud somehow cheered me. The few conifers surrounding me and mud somehow cheered me. The few conifers surrounding me 
made up for the lack of typical "nature green" that I find missing in made up for the lack of typical "nature green" that I find missing in 
the colder seasons. It took a while to walk to my favourite tree: a the colder seasons. It took a while to walk to my favourite tree: a 
beautiful, century-old oak tree with very practically arranged boughs. beautiful, century-old oak tree with very practically arranged boughs. 
After a moment, I arrived there and started climbing and found a After a moment, I arrived there and started climbing and found a 
comfortable posture. comfortable posture. 
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I closed my eyes and let my surroundings communicate with me: I closed my eyes and let my surroundings communicate with me: 
the small creek running near the tree; the leaves shivering to the soft the small creek running near the tree; the leaves shivering to the soft 
wind; the smell of the wet, muddy floor combined with a myriad of wind; the smell of the wet, muddy floor combined with a myriad of 
different plants invading my nose. My grandfather once told me: "If different plants invading my nose. My grandfather once told me: "If 
you keep your position long enough, you might even hear the scratch-you keep your position long enough, you might even hear the scratch-
ing of the mice and squirrels climbing on this tree. And with even ing of the mice and squirrels climbing on this tree. And with even 
more patience, when opening your eyes, birds will be so close, that more patience, when opening your eyes, birds will be so close, that 
you could almost reach out to touch one of them!" Such a beautiful you could almost reach out to touch one of them!" Such a beautiful 
moment of course never happened to me. The size of cultivated land moment of course never happened to me. The size of cultivated land 
had outgrown the size of the forest long ago. The fauna had drasti-had outgrown the size of the forest long ago. The fauna had drasti-
cally decreased in the region since then. And yet, I still was about to cally decreased in the region since then. And yet, I still was about to 
experience something most unique. experience something most unique. 

As it became colder and the darkness pointed its nose, I decided to go As it became colder and the darkness pointed its nose, I decided to go 
home. I climbed down the tree and heard cracking branches around home. I climbed down the tree and heard cracking branches around 
the path. Thinking somebody was collecting wood, I remained unal-the path. Thinking somebody was collecting wood, I remained unal-
armed. But step after step, the noise became louder and clearer. It armed. But step after step, the noise became louder and clearer. It 
was not only branches cracking. It was like somebody taking wood was not only branches cracking. It was like somebody taking wood 
logs and scratching them on one another. It was an irregular noise. logs and scratching them on one another. It was an irregular noise. 
Getting closer, I lightened my footsteps. And then I saw it: a magnif-Getting closer, I lightened my footsteps. And then I saw it: a magnif-
icent deer, working his antlers on the trunk of a tree. icent deer, working his antlers on the trunk of a tree. 

He was on the path…In front of me…about fifty meters away… Scratch-He was on the path…In front of me…about fifty meters away… Scratch-
ing his head on a nearby, half-naked tree. Not really knowing what to ing his head on a nearby, half-naked tree. Not really knowing what to 
do, I stood there, observing, contemplating, wandering… suddenly he do, I stood there, observing, contemplating, wandering… suddenly he 
noticed me. He froze. So did I! My heart started pounding. He made a noticed me. He froze. So did I! My heart started pounding. He made a 
couple steps towards me. I had no idea what was in this being's head. couple steps towards me. I had no idea what was in this being's head. 
Maybe he would attack me. Maybe he would run away, out of fear. Maybe he would attack me. Maybe he would run away, out of fear. 
"Maybe I should run!" I thought. And to what end? If he were to at-"Maybe I should run!" I thought. And to what end? If he were to at-
tack me, he would outrun me within seconds! I felt hypnotized by his tack me, he would outrun me within seconds! I felt hypnotized by his 
glowing, staring black eyes, analyzing me. I decided to walk towards glowing, staring black eyes, analyzing me. I decided to walk towards 
him at a cautious pace. I wanted to see this extraordinary animal. I him at a cautious pace. I wanted to see this extraordinary animal. I 
felt the apple in my pocket that I had brought but not eaten. Lucky felt the apple in my pocket that I had brought but not eaten. Lucky 
me! I slowly grabbed it and threw it as gently as possible. The deer me! I slowly grabbed it and threw it as gently as possible. The deer 
was less than five meters from me now. We maintained eye-contact was less than five meters from me now. We maintained eye-contact 
after intense minutes. after intense minutes. 
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He put his head down and grabbed the apple. "How awful it must He put his head down and grabbed the apple. "How awful it must 
be to carry these antlers. But what a powerful neck! The size of my be to carry these antlers. But what a powerful neck! The size of my 
waist!" I thought. waist!" I thought. 

Suddenly, a gun shot was fired. I instantly jumped on the floor. Think-Suddenly, a gun shot was fired. I instantly jumped on the floor. Think-
ing the shooter was aiming at us, I stayed like that, praying he would ing the shooter was aiming at us, I stayed like that, praying he would 
miss both of us. I felt the cold of the mud piercing through my jeans. miss both of us. I felt the cold of the mud piercing through my jeans. 
Slowly raising my head, I noticed the deer had disappeared into the Slowly raising my head, I noticed the deer had disappeared into the 
bushes. I could still hear the leaves crushing beneath his long stretch-bushes. I could still hear the leaves crushing beneath his long stretch-
es, escaping from the danger. And just like that, this beautiful mo-es, escaping from the danger. And just like that, this beautiful mo-
ment turned into a memory. The memory of an unexpected encoun-ment turned into a memory. The memory of an unexpected encoun-
ter; a long, silent connection between two beings, two equals. ter; a long, silent connection between two beings, two equals. 

To add another quote from my grandfather: "Listen to nature, she is To add another quote from my grandfather: "Listen to nature, she is 
our maker. If you truly need her, she will always answer." our maker. If you truly need her, she will always answer." 

Wilderness is a system that functions entirely without human inter-Wilderness is a system that functions entirely without human inter-
vention. Humans may be part of it, if they cherish it. If not, it becomes vention. Humans may be part of it, if they cherish it. If not, it becomes 
their limit. It is in this place that beings only cover their basic needs: their limit. It is in this place that beings only cover their basic needs: 
water, food, and shelter. Nowadays, wilderness means a phenomenal water, food, and shelter. Nowadays, wilderness means a phenomenal 
setting that only a handful of fortunate people can truly experience. setting that only a handful of fortunate people can truly experience. 
These people are the lucky ones. If they pay enough attention, they These people are the lucky ones. If they pay enough attention, they 
see things that far less can enjoy. see things that far less can enjoy. 

But wilderness can go beyond that. It is in this rough, magical place But wilderness can go beyond that. It is in this rough, magical place 
that time doesn't act on your life; where the words stress, responsi-that time doesn't act on your life; where the words stress, responsi-
bility, and obligation no longer have the same meaning. And where bility, and obligation no longer have the same meaning. And where 
the words beauty and grace—but also danger, survival, and fear—the words beauty and grace—but also danger, survival, and fear—
find their full meaning. It is also nowadays a place where you may find their full meaning. It is also nowadays a place where you may 
more easily find an inner peace that many spiritual individuals have more easily find an inner peace that many spiritual individuals have 
mentioned. Wilderness is where you stop having and you start being. mentioned. Wilderness is where you stop having and you start being. 
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"I got to experience the I got to experience the 

wilderness as a calming, wilderness as a calming, 

self-renewing energy, and self-renewing energy, and 

at the same time was at the same time was 

made small by it.made small by it.""
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Just as the wilderness has been described from different views in Just as the wilderness has been described from different views in 
'The Trouble with Wilderness or getting back to Nature' by Cron-'The Trouble with Wilderness or getting back to Nature' by Cron-
on, my wilderness has had different meanings to me over the years. on, my wilderness has had different meanings to me over the years. 
Some are similar to those mentioned in Cronon's book and some are Some are similar to those mentioned in Cronon's book and some are 
very different. Cronon describes wilderness as the sublime, being the very different. Cronon describes wilderness as the sublime, being the 
home of God, untouched and unchanged by time; the frontier land-home of God, untouched and unchanged by time; the frontier land-
scape, where one could escape the constraint of civilization and be scape, where one could escape the constraint of civilization and be 
free; or the frontier, the "savage world" at the dawn of civilization. I free; or the frontier, the "savage world" at the dawn of civilization. I 
will expound further on the similarities of my wilderness or wilder-will expound further on the similarities of my wilderness or wilder-
ness experience with that of Cronon and other writers mentioned in ness experience with that of Cronon and other writers mentioned in 
his book.his book.

Wilderness is mentioned as a tourist destination in the book. This Wilderness is mentioned as a tourist destination in the book. This 
definition of wilderness is typically sought out by many tourists, definition of wilderness is typically sought out by many tourists, 
both local and international, flying to or driving through Kenya, my both local and international, flying to or driving through Kenya, my 
home country. Many long to go on a safari—better known as a game home country. Many long to go on a safari—better known as a game 
drive—in the National Parks to mostly see  the "Big Five", but also drive—in the National Parks to mostly see  the "Big Five", but also 
other wild animals, some of which now are nearly extinct. other wild animals, some of which now are nearly extinct. 

Being on safari with my family was one of the best experiences of my Being on safari with my family was one of the best experiences of my 
life. Driving through the Maasai Mara National Park on the marram life. Driving through the Maasai Mara National Park on the marram 
road in a Land Rover without windows or a ceiling was scary and road in a Land Rover without windows or a ceiling was scary and 
breathtaking. The grasslands and trees stretched as far as the eye breathtaking. The grasslands and trees stretched as far as the eye 
could see. Gazelles galloped across the landscape, elephants quietly could see. Gazelles galloped across the landscape, elephants quietly 
grazed, cheetahs preyed on their next meal and the giraffes stood as grazed, cheetahs preyed on their next meal and the giraffes stood as 
tall as the acacia and baobab trees. All this was new to me; all this tall as the acacia and baobab trees. All this was new to me; all this 
was wild. For a duration of the trip we felt safe driving through the was wild. For a duration of the trip we felt safe driving through the 
Mara, until we were encircled by a herd of about 30 Buffaloes cross-Mara, until we were encircled by a herd of about 30 Buffaloes cross-
ing the snake-like marram road that stretched through the Mara. The ing the snake-like marram road that stretched through the Mara. The 
driver turned the engine off and told us to be as still as possible, at driver turned the engine off and told us to be as still as possible, at 
that point I could feel my heart thud and blood pumping through my that point I could feel my heart thud and blood pumping through my 
veins.  veins.  
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Milliseconds turned into seconds and seconds into minutes, and Milliseconds turned into seconds and seconds into minutes, and 
what was probably five minutes felt close to an hour. With every Buf-what was probably five minutes felt close to an hour. With every Buf-
falo passing inches closer to the vehicle, I grasped at this point the falo passing inches closer to the vehicle, I grasped at this point the 
sheer energy of nature, and the feeling of being in the wild. sheer energy of nature, and the feeling of being in the wild. 

It became clear to me that as much as we come up with the termi-It became clear to me that as much as we come up with the termi-
nology wilderness, the wild is something totally different, untamable nology wilderness, the wild is something totally different, untamable 
and far from the human grasp.and far from the human grasp.

On the same trip, I got to experience wilderness in a different way. I On the same trip, I got to experience wilderness in a different way. I 
got to experience the wilderness as a calming, self-renewing energy, got to experience the wilderness as a calming, self-renewing energy, 
and at the same time was made small by it. In the still of the night, I and at the same time was made small by it. In the still of the night, I 
would occasionally exit the tent we were slumbering in just to gaze would occasionally exit the tent we were slumbering in just to gaze 
at the night sky. No artificial street lights, no hooting of cars, no TV, at the night sky. No artificial street lights, no hooting of cars, no TV, 
no signal to even post a couple of photos. Gazing up at the star lit sky no signal to even post a couple of photos. Gazing up at the star lit sky 
while simultaneously hearing sounds of the wild animals, many of while simultaneously hearing sounds of the wild animals, many of 
which I had never seen before. I could not help but feel the beauty of which I had never seen before. I could not help but feel the beauty of 
wilderness and the synergy of life beyond the human egoistic way of wilderness and the synergy of life beyond the human egoistic way of 
living. I was experiencing the wilderness as the sacred Sublime that living. I was experiencing the wilderness as the sacred Sublime that 
it is. it is. 

Along the same lines of wilderness tourism, I was recently in a lodge Along the same lines of wilderness tourism, I was recently in a lodge 
neighboring a watering hole in the heart of the Abedare, a beauti-neighboring a watering hole in the heart of the Abedare, a beauti-
ful range of mountains in Central West Kenya. Being housed in this ful range of mountains in Central West Kenya. Being housed in this 
three-story, ark-shaped lodge with several viewing decks and a din-three-story, ark-shaped lodge with several viewing decks and a din-
ing room on the bottom floor draped with glass windows all around ing room on the bottom floor draped with glass windows all around 
enhancing the wilderness experience was more comfortable and enhancing the wilderness experience was more comfortable and 
safer than driving out in the Mara. I got to experience the wild as safer than driving out in the Mara. I got to experience the wild as 
it was, but from the comfort of the civilization that I was used to. it was, but from the comfort of the civilization that I was used to. 
Looking back on this experience, after reading Cronon's book, it was Looking back on this experience, after reading Cronon's book, it was 
clear to me that this idea of Wilderness is a human creation. Man clear to me that this idea of Wilderness is a human creation. Man 
had brought with him the comforts of modernity, a warm bed, a hot had brought with him the comforts of modernity, a warm bed, a hot 
shower, three-course meals, and more. shower, three-course meals, and more. 
All this in a bid to have civilization while in a raw, wild environment All this in a bid to have civilization while in a raw, wild environment 
whilst trying to escape day-to-day modernity and civilization. This whilst trying to escape day-to-day modernity and civilization. This 
Lodge was built back in the 1960's, a time when Kenya was still a Lodge was built back in the 1960's, a time when Kenya was still a 
British Colony. At a time like that, such places were only accessible British Colony. At a time like that, such places were only accessible 
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to elite British or European tourists, whom as Cronon states, made to elite British or European tourists, whom as Cronon states, made 
wilderness a landscape of choice.wilderness a landscape of choice.

To conclude, my wilderness is a place where I can go and experience To conclude, my wilderness is a place where I can go and experience 
the sublime, where I get to experience that beyond human creation, the sublime, where I get to experience that beyond human creation, 
and at the same time recreate myself, or at least my perspective of and at the same time recreate myself, or at least my perspective of 
things. Being in the wild always humbles and grounds me, and teach-things. Being in the wild always humbles and grounds me, and teach-
es me about the grand world that we live in. My wilderness is life as es me about the grand world that we live in. My wilderness is life as 
a whole.a whole.
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"My wilderness is My wilderness is 

micro and can be micro and can be 

found in varied envi-found in varied envi-

ronments within my ronments within my 

immediate surround-immediate surround-

ings.ings.""
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Nature and wilderness are Western ideas that have over time framed Nature and wilderness are Western ideas that have over time framed 
and constructed natural environments to be an "other" or means of and constructed natural environments to be an "other" or means of 
escape. I continuously reflect on these notions, but also cannot help escape. I continuously reflect on these notions, but also cannot help 
being implicated in essentializing and othering nature. Over the last being implicated in essentializing and othering nature. Over the last 
three years I have obsessively photographed aspects of the Austral-three years I have obsessively photographed aspects of the Austral-
ian landscape, framing the forms that the bush presents. Subjects ian landscape, framing the forms that the bush presents. Subjects 
I am repeatedly drawn to are tangled shrub, fallen branches, burnt I am repeatedly drawn to are tangled shrub, fallen branches, burnt 
and regenerating bushland. This enquiry into deconstructing and and regenerating bushland. This enquiry into deconstructing and 
abstracting Australian landscapes contains painterly and sculptural abstracting Australian landscapes contains painterly and sculptural 
moments found in the land's natural cycles.moments found in the land's natural cycles.

When I imagine my wilderness, I imagine rugged bushland, entan-When I imagine my wilderness, I imagine rugged bushland, entan-
gled branches and vines, overgrowth, undergrowth—all that resists gled branches and vines, overgrowth, undergrowth—all that resists 
"order." I feel a deep sense of certainty and ease when surrounded in "order." I feel a deep sense of certainty and ease when surrounded in 
bush environments; I feel completely focused,  concentrating only on bush environments; I feel completely focused,  concentrating only on 
photographing the patterns and lines of the shrub around me. My ini-photographing the patterns and lines of the shrub around me. My ini-
tial fixation with photographing these forms within the landscape be-tial fixation with photographing these forms within the landscape be-
gan in summer 2015 while visiting Bright, Victoria Australia. Bright is gan in summer 2015 while visiting Bright, Victoria Australia. Bright is 
a small, alpine country town by the Ovens river. The elements of my a small, alpine country town by the Ovens river. The elements of my 
wilderness all lie within the local landscape of Bright. Walking along wilderness all lie within the local landscape of Bright. Walking along 
the dirt tracks by the river, you are surrounded by an array of greens, the dirt tracks by the river, you are surrounded by an array of greens, 
yellows, and creamy brown tones amongst the soft bush and varied yellows, and creamy brown tones amongst the soft bush and varied 
gum trees. The glow of the summer heat reflecting off the trees and gum trees. The glow of the summer heat reflecting off the trees and 
bushes carries you along the river, crossing from one side to the next.bushes carries you along the river, crossing from one side to the next.

Landscapes like Bright's hold dear memories and a longing to visit Landscapes like Bright's hold dear memories and a longing to visit 
again. But I have learnt that my wilderness is micro and can be found again. But I have learnt that my wilderness is micro and can be found 
in varied environments within my immediate surroundings. Moving in varied environments within my immediate surroundings. Moving 
to Germany earlier this year, I felt I would not be able to photograph to Germany earlier this year, I felt I would not be able to photograph 
these patterns as easily as I found in parts of Australia. these patterns as easily as I found in parts of Australia. 

Of course, there are distinct differences—ecologies, plant species, Of course, there are distinct differences—ecologies, plant species, 
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colors, textures—but I am slowly discovering a sense of ease in cre-colors, textures—but I am slowly discovering a sense of ease in cre-
ating images with parts of Germany's landscape.ating images with parts of Germany's landscape.

Defining my wilderness will always encompass a lust and fixation Defining my wilderness will always encompass a lust and fixation 
for rugged and tangled bush; searching to frame and make sense of for rugged and tangled bush; searching to frame and make sense of 
folding trees, undergrowth, and all patterns presented. Photograph-folding trees, undergrowth, and all patterns presented. Photograph-
ing the micro aspects of landscapes is enough of an escape for me. ing the micro aspects of landscapes is enough of an escape for me. 
Whether it be a ten minute bike ride to the local lake, or traveling to Whether it be a ten minute bike ride to the local lake, or traveling to 
a place I haven't been before, making sense of these forms is a medi-a place I haven't been before, making sense of these forms is a medi-
tative process that in turn further informs my understanding of place tative process that in turn further informs my understanding of place 
and sense of belonging.and sense of belonging.

The traditional owners of the land where Bright lies are the Waveroo The traditional owners of the land where Bright lies are the Waveroo 
and Jaitmatung people.and Jaitmatung people.
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"My wilderness does My wilderness does 

not need me as much; not need me as much; 

I am the one who I am the one who 

needs wilderness and needs wilderness and 

all the natural bene-all the natural bene-

fits that come with it. fits that come with it. 

Wilderness can sur-Wilderness can sur-

vive without my exist-vive without my exist-

ence, but there is nev-ence, but there is nev-

er a way I can exist as er a way I can exist as 

a whole without it."a whole without it."
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The concept of wilderness originates from the United States of The concept of wilderness originates from the United States of 
America, and it is impossible for it to not be linked to American cul-America, and it is impossible for it to not be linked to American cul-
ture. Differences in ideals and culture between Nigeria and the Unit-ture. Differences in ideals and culture between Nigeria and the Unit-
ed States prompts to the question: what is wilderness in Nigerian ed States prompts to the question: what is wilderness in Nigerian 
culture? The meaning and degree of the word "wilderness" does not culture? The meaning and degree of the word "wilderness" does not 
translate easily into Africa at large.translate easily into Africa at large.

My sense of wilderness is generally the natural surroundings that help My sense of wilderness is generally the natural surroundings that help 
me to intellectually grow and develop. The environment I find myself me to intellectually grow and develop. The environment I find myself 
in during a given time is my "wilderness." Yet ordinarily, one would in during a given time is my "wilderness." Yet ordinarily, one would 
say that wilderness is one of the most beautiful places or things on say that wilderness is one of the most beautiful places or things on 
earth, which supports every living thing. The water, which is a univer-earth, which supports every living thing. The water, which is a univer-
sal solvent, cannot be done without it. The air which every living thing sal solvent, cannot be done without it. The air which every living thing 
inhales today is another instance of wilderness. We utilize these two inhales today is another instance of wilderness. We utilize these two 
resources naturally, without the oppression and obstruction of any resources naturally, without the oppression and obstruction of any 
external forces. It is not transferred by the will of human beings. Ten-external forces. It is not transferred by the will of human beings. Ten-
tatively, water is for my domestic usage; it is impossible for me to tatively, water is for my domestic usage; it is impossible for me to 
cook my favorite meals without water. cook my favorite meals without water. 

With the activities of common man in society, water and air, which I With the activities of common man in society, water and air, which I 
take as my own wilderness, are continuously depleted every day. In take as my own wilderness, are continuously depleted every day. In 
the case of Africa, Nigeria—using my country as a case study—the the case of Africa, Nigeria—using my country as a case study—the 
water and its resources have seriously been affected in the oil region. water and its resources have seriously been affected in the oil region. 
Insatiable human want has brought about—to mention but a few—Insatiable human want has brought about—to mention but a few—
incessant oil spillage and gas flaring, air pollution, and water pollu-incessant oil spillage and gas flaring, air pollution, and water pollu-
tion that has continuously affected my "wilderness" with incessant tion that has continuously affected my "wilderness" with incessant 
human activity.human activity.

My wilderness is the natural resources that have existed on their own My wilderness is the natural resources that have existed on their own 
for the common benefit of humanity. My wilderness does not need for the common benefit of humanity. My wilderness does not need 
me as much; I am the one who needs wilderness and all the natural me as much; I am the one who needs wilderness and all the natural 
benefits that come with it. benefits that come with it. 
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Wilderness can survive without my existence, but there is never a Wilderness can survive without my existence, but there is never a 
way I can exist as a whole without it. Now is the time to think about way I can exist as a whole without it. Now is the time to think about 
cleansing the oil rich region of my country, minimizing the gas flaring, cleansing the oil rich region of my country, minimizing the gas flaring, 
and in sum total curb the menace of fossil fuels to alleviate impact. and in sum total curb the menace of fossil fuels to alleviate impact. 
Then my unborn generations can continue to enjoy its benefits when Then my unborn generations can continue to enjoy its benefits when 
I am no longer there.I am no longer there.
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""I escape...through I escape...through 

wilderness and I wilderness and I 

escape...wilderness escape...wilderness 

by going back to by going back to 

reality."reality."
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As written by Wordsworth, Thoreau, and Muir, wilderness is roman-As written by Wordsworth, Thoreau, and Muir, wilderness is roman-
ticized in a tragic manner. The tangibility of wilderness allowed them ticized in a tragic manner. The tangibility of wilderness allowed them 
to describe a state of being. Their presence in the wilderness created to describe a state of being. Their presence in the wilderness created 
an existentialism one could not find elsewhere. Without the visibility an existentialism one could not find elsewhere. Without the visibility 
of such wilderness, some may find it difficult to visualize how a place of such wilderness, some may find it difficult to visualize how a place 
can be simultaneously serene and treacherous. I find wilderness has can be simultaneously serene and treacherous. I find wilderness has 
various forms. It is unbound to history—for example, it can be in various forms. It is unbound to history—for example, it can be in 
Owen Wister's description of the frontier—in ecological attributes, Owen Wister's description of the frontier—in ecological attributes, 
or in the physicality of the space nature has provided. Wilderness or in the physicality of the space nature has provided. Wilderness 
presents itself to me through various experiences created by rela-presents itself to me through various experiences created by rela-
tionships that transcend through time. It forms its own willows, its tionships that transcend through time. It forms its own willows, its 
own lakes, its own eeriness, and its own dark beauty. own lakes, its own eeriness, and its own dark beauty. 

I always found the wilderness within myself. What is this place in-I always found the wilderness within myself. What is this place in-
side me that I'm not able to visit or appreciate? As I indulge myself side me that I'm not able to visit or appreciate? As I indulge myself 
in finding a beautiful wilderness, it is often perilous and an unknown in finding a beautiful wilderness, it is often perilous and an unknown 
terrain. What lies beyond and that which is uncertain frightens most terrain. What lies beyond and that which is uncertain frightens most 
of us. It is then that I surrender to the possibility of what the wilder-of us. It is then that I surrender to the possibility of what the wilder-
ness has to offer. There is neither a god nor celestial being dictating ness has to offer. There is neither a god nor celestial being dictating 
or influencing this place. It is all that I feel and understand. As I stay in or influencing this place. It is all that I feel and understand. As I stay in 
a place and ponder what wilderness has to offer, I start to appreciate a place and ponder what wilderness has to offer, I start to appreciate 
it, seeing it evolve through tiniest details. It is sometimes not about it, seeing it evolve through tiniest details. It is sometimes not about 
the amount of sunlight that passes through the rustling leaves and the amount of sunlight that passes through the rustling leaves and 
swaying tree branches. It is about how much warmth I feel touching swaying tree branches. It is about how much warmth I feel touching 
my skin. It's the raindrops that washes the grime off my face, not my skin. It's the raindrops that washes the grime off my face, not 
the unbearable coldness of water. It is not about the eerie, unknown the unbearable coldness of water. It is not about the eerie, unknown 
sound that lurks around the corner, but that whatever is there can sound that lurks around the corner, but that whatever is there can 
overpower the strength I have; a reminder of the courage that I lack. overpower the strength I have; a reminder of the courage that I lack. 
It is the sound that echoes through the depth of the forest revealing It is the sound that echoes through the depth of the forest revealing 
it's anonymity. I follow that echo hoping that a stream of free flowing it's anonymity. I follow that echo hoping that a stream of free flowing 
river may direct me to another path.river may direct me to another path.
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Nature bewilders the best of us. The natural form of my own con-Nature bewilders the best of us. The natural form of my own con-
sciousness is the guiding principle of how I wish to continue trekking sciousness is the guiding principle of how I wish to continue trekking 
the wilderness. It is based on my instinct and trusting self worth. the wilderness. It is based on my instinct and trusting self worth. 
With all the knowledge I've accumulated through various mediums, With all the knowledge I've accumulated through various mediums, 
whether it was sought or given, I weigh things as they come. Some whether it was sought or given, I weigh things as they come. Some 
may be pertinent to certain paths that can assist or to say the least, may be pertinent to certain paths that can assist or to say the least, 
be detrimental to my own awareness. It is the risk of allowing myself be detrimental to my own awareness. It is the risk of allowing myself 
to get lost in the wilderness, lose orientation and go through it with to get lost in the wilderness, lose orientation and go through it with 
nothing but my own thoughts. I already expect to obtain scratches, nothing but my own thoughts. I already expect to obtain scratches, 
wounds, and bruises. I hope none of them will be virulent enough wounds, and bruises. I hope none of them will be virulent enough 
to destroy my body as I push myself walking through bushes higher to destroy my body as I push myself walking through bushes higher 
than my hands can reach. At first, it may seem never-ending, but my than my hands can reach. At first, it may seem never-ending, but my 
own will draws me out to follow where the sun sets.own will draws me out to follow where the sun sets.

Wilderness is a place I've never been. It forms itself through time and Wilderness is a place I've never been. It forms itself through time and 
constantly evolves from one second to another. I escape everything constantly evolves from one second to another. I escape everything 
through wilderness and I escape the wilderness by going back to through wilderness and I escape the wilderness by going back to 
reality. Wilderness is one world that I control, and one to which I reality. Wilderness is one world that I control, and one to which I 
surrender. I can never predict how its appearance will engulf my san-surrender. I can never predict how its appearance will engulf my san-
ity and sobriety. I understand, though, that I do not forget my past ity and sobriety. I understand, though, that I do not forget my past 
wilderness. The forest may become thicker, the desert may become wilderness. The forest may become thicker, the desert may become 
drier, and the lakes may become deeper; however, when getting to drier, and the lakes may become deeper; however, when getting to 
the highest peak, I can see everything. Only I can go to this place in the highest peak, I can see everything. Only I can go to this place in 
my being. my being. 
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"We as humans are We as humans are 

part of nature, and it part of nature, and it 

is natural to search for is natural to search for 

wilderness and en-wilderness and en-

joy the environment joy the environment 

around us. Everybody around us. Everybody 

finds their own wil-finds their own wil-

derness in different derness in different 

things."things."
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When I started thinking of wilderness, the first thing I realized is that When I started thinking of wilderness, the first thing I realized is that 
I don't have a specific translation for the word in my mother tongue. I don't have a specific translation for the word in my mother tongue. 
Wilderness sounds like a measurement of how wild something or Wilderness sounds like a measurement of how wild something or 
somebody is. To understand it, I must first ask, what does being wild somebody is. To understand it, I must first ask, what does being wild 
mean? For me, something wild is everything that occurs organical-mean? For me, something wild is everything that occurs organical-
ly in nature and in peoples' interactions. This includes different eco-ly in nature and in peoples' interactions. This includes different eco-
systems and communities living together and the way they relate to systems and communities living together and the way they relate to 
each other. each other. 

But can the human species be wild? One way that human existence But can the human species be wild? One way that human existence 
could fit this term of wild is if we live in a primitive way, only taking could fit this term of wild is if we live in a primitive way, only taking 
and contributing to what the environment provides. Then what about and contributing to what the environment provides. Then what about 
science and technology and all of human development? Although this science and technology and all of human development? Although this 
decreases the wildness of humans, it has provided us possibilities to decreases the wildness of humans, it has provided us possibilities to 
develop amazing knowledge as a species. But over time, all this de-develop amazing knowledge as a species. But over time, all this de-
velopment has proven to strongly effect the environment around us. velopment has proven to strongly effect the environment around us. 
Does it mean that our development has been against nature? May-Does it mean that our development has been against nature? May-
be we are just a predator species that will end up killing everything be we are just a predator species that will end up killing everything 
around us, and we will have been the wildest species of all. Humans around us, and we will have been the wildest species of all. Humans 
occur in nature and I think they should be considered as part of the occur in nature and I think they should be considered as part of the 
wildness of the world, but we must seek for a way to continue with wildness of the world, but we must seek for a way to continue with 
further developments and instead of just taking and destroying the further developments and instead of just taking and destroying the 
wild environment around us to contribute with it and become a part wild environment around us to contribute with it and become a part 
of it in which our existence would contribute to all the other living of it in which our existence would contribute to all the other living 
organisms around.organisms around.

After analyzing this relation between humans and the environment, After analyzing this relation between humans and the environment, 
the second question about wilderness arises: how to measure natural the second question about wilderness arises: how to measure natural 
occurrences? The most logical way would be to measure the impact occurrences? The most logical way would be to measure the impact 
of human activities on the environment. After this, I would say that of human activities on the environment. After this, I would say that 
wilderness is a concept that assesses the essence and degree of hu-wilderness is a concept that assesses the essence and degree of hu-
man impact. man impact. 
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According to this, everything could be considered wild and depend-According to this, everything could be considered wild and depend-
ent on the amount of human influence and how much wilderness ent on the amount of human influence and how much wilderness 
it has. The wilder places would then be the those with less human it has. The wilder places would then be the those with less human 
impact through time.impact through time.

In today's world there are not many places that haven't been some-In today's world there are not many places that haven't been some-
how affected by human development and activities along time, nor how affected by human development and activities along time, nor 
many unexplored places or environments that could be considered many unexplored places or environments that could be considered 
having a maximum degree of wilderness. For those that are still out having a maximum degree of wilderness. For those that are still out 
there, the journey to them would be amazing and would require there, the journey to them would be amazing and would require 
strong preparation. Maybe it is better that we just leave these areas strong preparation. Maybe it is better that we just leave these areas 
in peace until we find a way to positively collaborate with wilder en-in peace until we find a way to positively collaborate with wilder en-
vironments.vironments.

We as humans are part of nature, and it is natural to search for wil-We as humans are part of nature, and it is natural to search for wil-
derness and enjoy the environment around us. Everybody finds their derness and enjoy the environment around us. Everybody finds their 
own wilderness in different things. In my case, I would say that the own wilderness in different things. In my case, I would say that the 
place where I feel most in touch with nature and where I find my wil-place where I feel most in touch with nature and where I find my wil-
derness are in the mountains, especially while climbing. It is not easy derness are in the mountains, especially while climbing. It is not easy 
to access these places, and requires physical and mental preparation. to access these places, and requires physical and mental preparation. 
The mountains give you an opportunity to admire some of the most The mountains give you an opportunity to admire some of the most 
beautiful and wildest places in the world, space to think, and the pos-beautiful and wildest places in the world, space to think, and the pos-
sibility to try your skills and know your capacity. Conquering a sum-sibility to try your skills and know your capacity. Conquering a sum-
mit or reaching the top of a route gives you a satisfaction that can mit or reaching the top of a route gives you a satisfaction that can 
only be expressed as happiness of being in a wonderful place where only be expressed as happiness of being in a wonderful place where 
not many others have been and where nature is all around giving its not many others have been and where nature is all around giving its 
wildest expression.wildest expression.
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"The value of wilder-The value of wilder-

ness depends upon ness depends upon 

the degree to which it the degree to which it 

remains in contrast to remains in contrast to 

the highly developed the highly developed 

world in which most world in which most 

of us live."of us live."
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Wilderness is an uncultivated, uninhabited, and inhospitable region. It Wilderness is an uncultivated, uninhabited, and inhospitable region. It 
can also be regarded as a neglected or abandoned area. A wilderness can also be regarded as a neglected or abandoned area. A wilderness 
area is a region where the land is in a natural state; where impacts area is a region where the land is in a natural state; where impacts 
from human activities are minimal. Unfortunately, many misconcep-from human activities are minimal. Unfortunately, many misconcep-
tions exist about wilderness. Some people think that wilderness is tions exist about wilderness. Some people think that wilderness is 
a "lock-up," or a portion of land that locks out people. Others think a "lock-up," or a portion of land that locks out people. Others think 
many popular recreational activities are prohibited in wilderness. many popular recreational activities are prohibited in wilderness. 
Some people believe that wilderness is a forested backyard or a park Some people believe that wilderness is a forested backyard or a park 
down the street. Wilderness contributes to the ecologic, economic, down the street. Wilderness contributes to the ecologic, economic, 
social health, and wellbeing of the world.social health, and wellbeing of the world.

The benefits a wilderness area provides are as diverse as the areas The benefits a wilderness area provides are as diverse as the areas 
themselves and are highly valued. The value of wilderness depends themselves and are highly valued. The value of wilderness depends 
upon the degree to which it remains in contrast to the highly devel-upon the degree to which it remains in contrast to the highly devel-
oped world in which most of us live. However, designating areas as oped world in which most of us live. However, designating areas as 
wilderness does not ensure sanctuary from events that threaten wild wilderness does not ensure sanctuary from events that threaten wild 
character. Wilderness is vulnerable to threats from both inside and character. Wilderness is vulnerable to threats from both inside and 
outside of its boundaries. outside of its boundaries. 

In West Africa, the chimp is endangered across its range in Came-In West Africa, the chimp is endangered across its range in Came-
roon and Nigeria. Its total population is down to fewer than 9,000 roon and Nigeria. Its total population is down to fewer than 9,000 
individuals, of which about 1,000 are thought to live within the bor-individuals, of which about 1,000 are thought to live within the bor-
ders of the national park. Wildlife experts are exploring new areas ders of the national park. Wildlife experts are exploring new areas 
of the park to get a better idea of numbers, as there have been no of the park to get a better idea of numbers, as there have been no 
population surveys in 20 years. The demand for economic growth, population surveys in 20 years. The demand for economic growth, 
and a growing population exert significant pressures on wilderness. and a growing population exert significant pressures on wilderness. 
Many of these pressures are the same threats that public lands face: Many of these pressures are the same threats that public lands face: 
overuse, fire suppression, invasive species, pollution, and lack of pub-overuse, fire suppression, invasive species, pollution, and lack of pub-
lic awareness.lic awareness.

Mabinouri Olawele Quadri
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"This short period This short period 

when I hear silence, when I hear silence, 

that's the moment that's the moment 

when I feel I am in when I feel I am in 

wilderness.wilderness.""
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I remember those mornings in the beginning of winter of that year, I remember those mornings in the beginning of winter of that year, 
driving a car off the track through a rocky road. I drive slowly, other-driving a car off the track through a rocky road. I drive slowly, other-
wise one would only feel the path's bumpiness. In the worst case, wise one would only feel the path's bumpiness. In the worst case, 
his car would be wrecked, shot off a steep cliff only two meters away his car would be wrecked, shot off a steep cliff only two meters away 
from his left wheels. from his left wheels. 

Once I get to the meeting point, I turn off the engine, and open the Once I get to the meeting point, I turn off the engine, and open the 
door. My colleagues haven't arrived here yet. Only one second after door. My colleagues haven't arrived here yet. Only one second after 
I hear the sound of the door slamming, I see my white breath. What I hear the sound of the door slamming, I see my white breath. What 
I hear is silence, surrounded with the scenery of a morning forest. I hear is silence, surrounded with the scenery of a morning forest. 
Birds are chirping and the sunlight is shimmering, sometimes spot-Birds are chirping and the sunlight is shimmering, sometimes spot-
ting me and sometimes hiding before the tree trunks and leaves. I ting me and sometimes hiding before the tree trunks and leaves. I 
hear deer calling out, and other animals saying something in their hear deer calling out, and other animals saying something in their 
own language. I might have heard some noise made by those crea-own language. I might have heard some noise made by those crea-
tures from far away, as twigs crushed, with pebbles kicking and roll-tures from far away, as twigs crushed, with pebbles kicking and roll-
ing down a mountain slope, set off by their steps. ing down a mountain slope, set off by their steps. 

When I look up, trees look thin because they sprinkle their leaves and When I look up, trees look thin because they sprinkle their leaves and 
seeds. So on the ground, there are a lot of leaves. And I realize that seeds. So on the ground, there are a lot of leaves. And I realize that 
there has been some winds flowing against my cheeks, and they are there has been some winds flowing against my cheeks, and they are 
blowing the leaves to fall on the ground. blowing the leaves to fall on the ground. 

All these sights, sounds, and air make silence. Yes, I hear things, but All these sights, sounds, and air make silence. Yes, I hear things, but 
this silence also consists of sound. This short period when I hear this this silence also consists of sound. This short period when I hear this 
silence, that's the moment I feel wilderness. silence, that's the moment I feel wilderness. 

After a long day, or in the middle of a break, finding if there is a tree After a long day, or in the middle of a break, finding if there is a tree 
on which to rest would be another chance for me to feel wilderness. on which to rest would be another chance for me to feel wilderness. 
It was real when my work was done in forests. I am tired, so I want to It was real when my work was done in forests. I am tired, so I want to 
rest. If I go to one and suit my back against the tree trunk, I'd feel very rest. If I go to one and suit my back against the tree trunk, I'd feel very 
relaxed. Simultaneously, I would feel my fatigue going away from my relaxed. Simultaneously, I would feel my fatigue going away from my 
body and drained by the tree.body and drained by the tree.

Kazuki Uchino
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It needs to be done when my colleagues are not around, since it's It needs to be done when my colleagues are not around, since it's 
usually the only moment when I feel wilderness. usually the only moment when I feel wilderness. 

I also feel wilderness when I go to a river. One in my hometown is I also feel wilderness when I go to a river. One in my hometown is 
very much "maintained," so there is a lot of concrete separation, or a very much "maintained," so there is a lot of concrete separation, or a 
bank along the flow line. The flow is very fast and the width is not so bank along the flow line. The flow is very fast and the width is not so 
large. It tends to turn gray when a storm or a typhoon hits the town large. It tends to turn gray when a storm or a typhoon hits the town 
and the water surges high. When this occurs, I can hear the water and the water surges high. When this occurs, I can hear the water 
moving from my house, approximately 200 meters away over the moving from my house, approximately 200 meters away over the 
bank. Despite its power, there are fish living in the river even at that bank. Despite its power, there are fish living in the river even at that 
moment. When I am alone and I occasionally imagine this fact, it moment. When I am alone and I occasionally imagine this fact, it 
makes me feel wilderness. makes me feel wilderness. 

I don't feel wilderness when I am surrounded by other human beings. I don't feel wilderness when I am surrounded by other human beings. 
Maybe this is because I am so shy that I can't feel anything, but it Maybe this is because I am so shy that I can't feel anything, but it 
only makes me think when I'm with other people. I usually need to be only makes me think when I'm with other people. I usually need to be 
alone to feel a sense of wilderness. alone to feel a sense of wilderness. 
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""The meaning and The meaning and 

nuance of the word nuance of the word 

wildernesswilderness does not  does not 

translate easily into translate easily into 

Chinese. Chinese Chinese. Chinese 

people generally refer people generally refer 

to uninhabited places to uninhabited places 

as as naturenature."."

119



zz
Jie Sun

Translating Wilderness

BTU Cottbus-Senftenberg
PTN 2018/19 



The concept of the wilderness originated from the United States, and The concept of the wilderness originated from the United States, and 
it is inextricably linked to American culture. There are differences in it is inextricably linked to American culture. There are differences in 
philosophical systems and culture between China and the United philosophical systems and culture between China and the United 
States, which leads to the question: What is wilderness in the eyes States, which leads to the question: What is wilderness in the eyes 
of the Chinese?of the Chinese?

The meaning and nuance of the word "wilderness" does not translate The meaning and nuance of the word "wilderness" does not translate 
easily into Chinese. Chinese people generally refer to uninhabited easily into Chinese. Chinese people generally refer to uninhabited 
places as nature. Chinese perception and thinking of nature began places as nature. Chinese perception and thinking of nature began 
more than 2,000 years ago. The core idea of Taoism, the religion that more than 2,000 years ago. The core idea of Taoism, the religion that 
originated in China, is "to govern by doing nothing that goes against originated in China, is "to govern by doing nothing that goes against 
nature." Its founder Laozi believes that all things have their own laws nature." Its founder Laozi believes that all things have their own laws 
that are naturally occurring and developing, without coercion and in-that are naturally occurring and developing, without coercion and in-
terference of any external forces. It is not transferred by the will of terference of any external forces. It is not transferred by the will of 
the human being. Human beings can only follow the law, but cannot the human being. Human beings can only follow the law, but cannot 
change the law and create laws. Therefore, Laozi stressed that nature change the law and create laws. Therefore, Laozi stressed that nature 
should not be altered through human meaning and practice. Instead should not be altered through human meaning and practice. Instead 
the latter should conform to the laws of nature and let all things grow the latter should conform to the laws of nature and let all things grow 
naturally.naturally.

Similarly, Confucianism, which influenced Chinese philosophy for Similarly, Confucianism, which influenced Chinese philosophy for 
thousands of years, also emphasized the importance of conforming thousands of years, also emphasized the importance of conforming 
to the laws of nature. It believes that human beings are a part of na-to the laws of nature. It believes that human beings are a part of na-
ture. Although human beings and all things have their own particu-ture. Although human beings and all things have their own particu-
larities, they are actually the same in terms of nature and the regu-larities, they are actually the same in terms of nature and the regu-
larity it follows. Confucius once said that "I angled, but did not use a larity it follows. Confucius once said that "I angled, but did not use a 
net. I shot, but not at birds perching." Confucius believed that nature net. I shot, but not at birds perching." Confucius believed that nature 
is very important to human beings. He said, "the wise enjoy the wa-is very important to human beings. He said, "the wise enjoy the wa-
ters, the benevolent enjoy the mountains. The wise are active, the ters, the benevolent enjoy the mountains. The wise are active, the 
benevolent are placid. The wise are happy, the benevolent live long."benevolent are placid. The wise are happy, the benevolent live long."
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As I am deeply influenced by Chinese traditional culture and philo-As I am deeply influenced by Chinese traditional culture and philo-
sophical thoughts, the wilderness in my mind is in nature, away from sophical thoughts, the wilderness in my mind is in nature, away from 
modern cities and industrial civilization.     modern cities and industrial civilization.     

I live in it and also am a part of it. I will build a house of my own, just I live in it and also am a part of it. I will build a house of my own, just 
like a bird nesting in the forest. Different vegetables and fruits will like a bird nesting in the forest. Different vegetables and fruits will 
grow according to the season; animals will also be hunted, but only grow according to the season; animals will also be hunted, but only 
according to my reasonable needs. Follow the laws of nature, get up, according to my reasonable needs. Follow the laws of nature, get up, 
and then sleep. My wilderness is where I live, where I am equal to and then sleep. My wilderness is where I live, where I am equal to 
everything, and when we live in harmony. We abide by the same laws everything, and when we live in harmony. We abide by the same laws 
of nature.of nature.
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"Wilderness is some-"Wilderness is some-

thing that, once we thing that, once we 

find our version of it, find our version of it, 

stays with us for a stays with us for a 

lifetime and lifetime and 

continually beckons continually beckons 

us back."us back."
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Wilderness conjures imagery of freedom, danger, and exploration of Wilderness conjures imagery of freedom, danger, and exploration of 
places that have never been discovered nor seldom seen, as a sort places that have never been discovered nor seldom seen, as a sort 
of romantic image. But all of our natural world has been modified in of romantic image. But all of our natural world has been modified in 
some way by humans, so what does this idea of wilderness really some way by humans, so what does this idea of wilderness really 
mean today? In taking a deeper look at wilderness, maybe wilderness mean today? In taking a deeper look at wilderness, maybe wilderness 
meanings can include an experience with nature. Wilderness as an meanings can include an experience with nature. Wilderness as an 
experience reveals more about what remains unexplored or unknown experience reveals more about what remains unexplored or unknown 
about the self.about the self.

Wilderness can mean discovering new ways of being flexible and Wilderness can mean discovering new ways of being flexible and 
finding the strength to change your course. While I lived in Colorado, finding the strength to change your course. While I lived in Colorado, 
friends and I would go out sometimes to hike, camp, and get outside. friends and I would go out sometimes to hike, camp, and get outside. 
One weekend, we decided to do more remote camping than usual. One weekend, we decided to do more remote camping than usual. 
After planning our routes, where we could camp overnight, and pack-After planning our routes, where we could camp overnight, and pack-
ing supplies, we set out. Near the end of our first 14 kilometer hike, we ing supplies, we set out. Near the end of our first 14 kilometer hike, we 
realized that the small creek we would need at our intended campsite realized that the small creek we would need at our intended campsite 
was bone-dry due to an unusually hot summer. We would have to was bone-dry due to an unusually hot summer. We would have to 
hike back to the last stream—at least 8 kilometers back to find wa-hike back to the last stream—at least 8 kilometers back to find wa-
ter—preferably to have drinking and cooking water for that night and ter—preferably to have drinking and cooking water for that night and 
to avoid dehydration tomorrow. I eyed the last remaining sips in my to avoid dehydration tomorrow. I eyed the last remaining sips in my 
water bottle, suddenly valuing it precious as liquid gold. In that sense, water bottle, suddenly valuing it precious as liquid gold. In that sense, 
wilderness was the motivation to get back to the stream and making wilderness was the motivation to get back to the stream and making 
sure we could adapt our plan in order to be alright. sure we could adapt our plan in order to be alright. 

While making our way back, an elk ran across our path. It seemed While making our way back, an elk ran across our path. It seemed 
to have come out of nowhere. The elk stopped in its tracks just to to have come out of nowhere. The elk stopped in its tracks just to 
look and we stared back, all beings equally curious about the other. look and we stared back, all beings equally curious about the other. 
How the elk would react, no one was sure. The knowledge of that was How the elk would react, no one was sure. The knowledge of that was 
strong enough to anchor your feet into the earth and bring your heart strong enough to anchor your feet into the earth and bring your heart 
to a standstill. to a standstill. 

Nicole Vasconi
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We just had to be calm and patient until the elk decided to move on. We just had to be calm and patient until the elk decided to move on. 
Wilderness in that instance was less the elk itself, but the encounter-Wilderness in that instance was less the elk itself, but the encounter-
ing of the elk. ing of the elk. 

It was that night at our campsite that I saw the Milky Way for the first It was that night at our campsite that I saw the Milky Way for the first 
time. Peeking out of my thin tent, I felt enveloped by a sleeping bag of time. Peeking out of my thin tent, I felt enveloped by a sleeping bag of 
stars. The silence around us was deafening that I thought the flow of stars. The silence around us was deafening that I thought the flow of 
blood rushing through my veins was the sounds of the cosmos. Being blood rushing through my veins was the sounds of the cosmos. Being 
in its immense presence reminded me how vast wilderness can still in its immense presence reminded me how vast wilderness can still 
be, if it means all that which is still unexplored.be, if it means all that which is still unexplored.

Steve Hinchliffe reminds us that wilderness is encountering an un-Steve Hinchliffe reminds us that wilderness is encountering an un-
known, especially where people are not at the center. Wilderness known, especially where people are not at the center. Wilderness 
can also be the center of quiet, a reprieve away from the rush and can also be the center of quiet, a reprieve away from the rush and 
distractions of the day. Wilderness is a state of mind; a concentra-distractions of the day. Wilderness is a state of mind; a concentra-
tion on existence and realizing the temporality of all organic things. tion on existence and realizing the temporality of all organic things. 
Wilderness can also be a surrendering one's own small, brief life to Wilderness can also be a surrendering one's own small, brief life to 
the natural order of the universe. Wilderness is something that, once the natural order of the universe. Wilderness is something that, once 
we find our version of it, stays with us for a lifetime and continually we find our version of it, stays with us for a lifetime and continually 
beckons us back.beckons us back.

There is also much more to explore in how we relate to "wilderness." There is also much more to explore in how we relate to "wilderness." 
How do we project our wants, needs, desires, and (un)conscious bi-How do we project our wants, needs, desires, and (un)conscious bi-
ases onto nature? There is more to be discovered in how national ases onto nature? There is more to be discovered in how national 
parks, for instance, are an extension of exclusive and injust policie parks, for instance, are an extension of exclusive and injust policie 
Eurocentrism, and American exceptionalism. It's clear that we have Eurocentrism, and American exceptionalism. It's clear that we have 
made our mark on nature and have pretty much erased true Wilder-made our mark on nature and have pretty much erased true Wilder-
ness. But we can at least use nature as a canvas for re-imagining a ness. But we can at least use nature as a canvas for re-imagining a 
better, more just, and open society by confronting who, historically better, more just, and open society by confronting who, historically 
and currently, has had access to nature, why, and most importantly and currently, has had access to nature, why, and most importantly 
why not.why not.
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