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level of electrostatic charging afterwards. Typically, a 
bipolar charging of the dust layers occurs.  
 Crater formation, as it is typical for back corona, 
can be explained from an instability of the dust layer 
arising from the bipolar space charge within the 
layers.  
 In view of technical applications, the common 
procedures of dust resistivity measurement have to be 
reviewed critically. The huge difference between re-
sults obtained with corona-sample-electrode arrange-
ments and with electrode-sample-electrode arrange-
ments, resp., shows that the measurement setup has to 
be adapted closely to the real situation. The same 
holds true for the effects of measurement time and 
current density.  
 Altogether, the results show that the so-called 
“dust resistivity” is not a material specific property 
and therefore not suitable to characterize the electrical 
properties of dust layers sufficiently. Besides the 
widely discussed influences from the state of the dust 
layer (depending on temperature, humidity, adsorption 
layers, particle size distribution, porosity and gas 
pressure), the resistivity depends significantly and 
specifically on the experimental arrangement (ESE or 
CSE), on the layer thickness and on the current 
density. Significant time effects and memory or 
hysteresis effects have to be considered in all meas-
urements on highly resistive dusts. 
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