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• 17 Autonomous Communities and 
2 Autonomous cities (Ceuta y 
Melilla)

• Local Entities: 52 provinces and 
8.111 municipalities

504-644 km2
46.157.822 inhabitants
6.822 municipalities (84 % of them with less 
than 5.000 inhabitants

Political and Territorial Structure of Spain 
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Population Statistics

Regions with the largest percentages:

• Balearic Islands (21.7%)
• Valencia (17.4%)
• Madrid (16.4%)

Regions with the lowest percentages:

• Extremadura (3.3%)
• Galicia (3.8)
• Asturias (4.1)
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• 2000, one of the largest 
immigration rates in the 

world
• From approx. 40 million 

inhabitants in 2000 to 46.5 
in 2009

•2009: 5.5 million 
immigrants, 12 % of the 

total population
•84% have arrived during 
the last 10 years, 41% in 

the last 5 years

Population Statistics
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Largest foreign communities

Romania, Morocco, Ecuador, United Kingdom 
& Colombia

Excluding EU citizens, largest communities 
would be from:

Morocco, Ecuador, Colombia, Bolivia, 
Bulgaria, China, Argentina, Perou, Brazil, 
Dominican Republic, Poland, Ukraine, 
Paraguay & Venezuela

Population Statistics
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•  Constitution of 1978

•  Spanish Historical Heritage Act 16/1985 

•  RD 582/1989 approving the Spanish Library 

System and the Public State Library Regulation

•  Autonomous Community Library Acts (80´s)

•  Local Administration Act (1985)

•  Reading, Book and Library Act (2007)

Legal Framework
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Goals

•To promote a balanced, coherent, progressive 
and innovative development for all the Spanish 
libraries, nets, systems and consortiums.

•To promote the use of ICT in all the library 
services and to develope skills to facilitate their 
use between citizens.

•To promote equal access to a quality public 
library service in the whole country.

National Reading, Book and Library 
Act 10/2007
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National Reading, Book and Library Act 10/2007

Main contributions

• Defines the Library System as a whole of library 
cooperation relations.

• Specifies the aims to achieve by the State 
General Administration.

• Adds the european project of digital libraries to 
the Spanish Legislation

• Describes the way of normalize and coordinate 
the libraries belonging to the State Administration
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National Reading, Book and Library Act 10/2007

This important law has developed two new 

regulations with the objetive to create two 

cooperation and coordination structures. 

These regulations are vital to rally the 

Spanish Library System: 



Bibliotheken in Spanien

M
ar

ía
 A

nt
on

ia
 C

ar
ra

to
 M

en
a

RD 1572/2007 Regulating the 
Coordination of the State General 
Administration Libraries

• + 800 State Libraries
Most of these libraries are special libraries

• Coordination bodies:

General Coordination body

An Specifyc body for each Department or 
Ministry 

The aim is to improve the processes and services 
offered and developed by libraries so more citizens can 
profit from them.
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National Reading, Book and Library Act 10/2007
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National Reading, Book and Library Act 10/2007
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RD 153/2007. Library 
CooperationCouncil Regulation

• The Library Cooperation Council is an 
interadministrative body created to channel the library 
cooperation between public administrations.

• It is composed by political and technical members.
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Standing Committee

National 

and 

Regional

Libraries

Public 

Libraries

School

Libraries

University 

Libraries
Specialized 

Libraries

Pleno5 Technical Commissions

The Plenary Committee

Council of Library Cooperation
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Working Groups of the Council of Library 
Cooperation

• At this moment there are 15 working groups 

(Information Literacy, Digital Collections, 
Multicultural Libraries, Preservation, Legal issues, 
Information Systems, Reference services online, 
Legal Depot, Normalization, ect.)

• The Permanent Comision creates mixed 
groups when the topic affects to different types 
of libraries.
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Goals

•To integrate the public library systems on the Spanish Library 
System

•To promote cooperation between all of them

• To incentivate the professional training and the interchange of 
experiences 

•To inform about the legislation related to the Spanish libraries
To propone and start up cooperative projects

•To prepare library reports and develop projects encomended by 
the Culture and Education Sectorial Conferences as well as the 
Rectors Conference of Spanish Universities

Council of Library Cooperation
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The Spanish Library System

Libraries of the State Central Administration (National Library, 
State Libraries of Archives and Museums, Royal Academy Libraries, 
Libraries of the Ministries and Public State Entities, etc.)

• Libraries of the Autonomous Comunities (Regional Libraries, 
Public Libraries, School Libraries, libraries of archives, museums, 
academies, etc).

• Libraries of the Local Administration (mainly Municipal Libraries)

•University Libraries: The Universities have plenty of autonomy 
recognized by the Constitution and, due to its activity on teaching 
and research, they sum up a huge and rich library system.

•Private libraries (of private Universities, Foundations, Companies, 
etc.)
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Statistics

SPANISH LIBRARIES BY 
TITULARITY

952

1056

4214

1413
218 305

State General Administration Regional Administration Local Administration

Private Academic Others
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Libraries by Autonomous Comunities
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Madrid 
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Ceuta
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Statistics
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Statistics

SPANISH LIBRARIES BY TYPE
17

5015
317

334

1749

National Central Libraries
Public Libraries For Specific types of users
Academic and highes education Special libraries
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Public Libraries

2004 2008
4800
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MUNICIPALITIES WITH ONE OR 
MORE PUBLIC LIBRARIES

MUNICIPALITIES WITH MORE THAN 
5.000 INHABITANTS
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With at least one public library 2004 and 2008
Without public library 2004 and 2008
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Public Libraries
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 PUBLIC LIBRARY COLLECTIONS: Investments 
on library acquisitions
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Public Libraries

0,00
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Investments on library acquisitions by Autonomous Communities and Ministry of Culture

CCAA 10.809.950,66 18.276.201,86 19.937.555,00 18.612.568,27  16.200.000,00  

MINISTERIO DE CULTURA 129.000,00 3.000.000,00 9.599.999,99 16.878.367,00 19.111.798,00 17.590.019,97  16.200.000,00  

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 pr evisión
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Public Libraries
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Public Libraries
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The Ministry of Culture 
invests on buildings, 
facilities and equipment 
for the 52 State Public 
Libraries in all the 
Spanish provinces

New projects:

•Ciudad Real

•Córdoba

•Burgos

•Girona

•Ceuta

•Barcelona, etc.

Public State Libraries
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Santiago de Compostela State Public Library
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Project Cordoba State Public Library
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Project Ceuta State Public Library
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Mostoles Public Library and Las Rozas Public Libraries
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Piedras Blancas Public Library, Castropol Public Library and Bibliometro

http://twitter.com/account/profile_image/BiblioPiedras?hreflang=en
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ab/Bibliometro.JPG
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International

NAPLE (National Authorities for Public 
Libraries in Europe)

The website and 
the NAPLE 
newsletter are 
published by the 
Subdirectorate of 
the Ministry of 
Culture

For the first time 
it took place a 
joint meeting 
NAPLE-EBLIDA in 
Vienna (May2009)

http://www.mcu.es/naple/index.html
http://www.mcu.es/naple/index.html
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International

EBLIDA

http://www.eblida.org/
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International

IBERBIBLIOTECAS

The 
Subdirectorate 
has the 
Presidence of the 
Iberoamerican 
Forum of Public 
Libraries and 
promotes the 
PICBIC 
programm

Organizes 
training courses 
for iberoamerican 
librarians

http://www.iberbibliotecas.org/
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International

IFLA
The Ministry of Culture promotes participation of 

the Spanish librarians in IFLA and takes part in 
different Sections

http://www.ifla.org/
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International

IFLA

Spain has representatives in 24 sections of IFLA:

Academic and Research Libraries, Acquisition and Collection 
Development, Art Libraries, Audiovisual and Multimedia, 
Bibliography, Cataloguing, Education and Training, 
Geography and Map Libraries, Information Literacy, 
Information Technologies, Latin America and the Caribbean, 
Libraries Serving Disadvantages persons, Library Buildings 
and equipment, Library Services to Multicultural 
populations, Management and Marketing, Metropolitan 
Libraries, National Libraries, Newspapers, Preservationa and 
Conservation, Public Libraries, Rare books and Manuscripts, 
Reference and Information Services and Serials and Other 
Continuing Resources. 

http://www.ifla.org/
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International

The subsidies of the MCU to create digital resources and 
its own digital projects have made possible the 
accesibility to millions of pages of digital and virtual 
libraries of the Autonomous Communities, Universities, 
Institutes, Royal Academies, Ateneos, Local Entities and 
Foundations through EUROPEANA

E
U

R
O

P
E
A

N
A

 LO
C

A
L

http://www.europeanalocal.eu/
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International

Cooperative Project of 
the Ministry of 
Culture and a 
Multilingual common 
access point  digital 
resources of archives, 
museums and 
libraries of Spain.

•405 Projects
•105 repositories
•A million of digital 
resources

HISPANA

http://roai.mcu.es/es/inicio/inicio.cmd
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International
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International

http://pares.mcu.es/ParesBusquedas/servlets/ImageServlet?accion=41&txt_id_imagen=1&txt_rotar=0&txt_contraste=0&txt_zoom=10&appOrigen=&cabecera=N
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International

Bibliographic Heritage Union Catalogue

It describes 894.587 editions and 2.525.431 
holdings from 763 libraries

Elaborated by the Ministry of Culture with the 
collaboration of the Autonomous Communities 
(40&-60% financed )

http://en.www.mcu.es/bibliotecas/MC/CCPB/index.html
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International

Virtual Library of the Spanish
Bibliographic Heritage

2 million pages

7.765 manuscripts,  

ancient books, 

engravings and maps

public domain

http://bvpb.mcu.es/en/estaticos/contenido.cmd?pagina=estaticos%2Fpresentacion
http://bvpb.mcu.es/en/estaticos/contenido.cmd?pagina=estaticos%2Fpresentacion
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International

Virtual Library of Historical Press

4.721.583 pages
All the Autonomous Comunities
47 provinces
166 municipalities
52 libraries

http://prensahistorica.mcu.es/en/estaticos/contenido.cmd?pagina=estaticos%2Fpresentacion
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International

Virtual Library of Historical Press

http://prensahistorica.mcu.es/en/estaticos/contenido.cmd?pagina=estaticos%2Fpresentacion


The Working Group on Multiculturalism and Accessibility in 
Libraries.
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Intercultural

The group was created in 2006 as an answer of the 
Ministry of Culture to the increasing needs of Spanish 
libraries to serve the new population. It is composed 
of 21 librarians from different regions, representing 
national, regional, academic, special and public 
libraries.

The texts that result of their work are at the disposal 
of everyone in the website. As a group they also 
collaborate on conferences on multiculturalism, 
workshops, etc

The Working Group on Multiculturalism
and Accessibility in Libraries
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The Intercultural Libraries Project in Andalucía started in 2001. 
The objective of this programme was to offer access and ensure 
access to the public library for the increasing immigrant population 
and the ethnic, linguistic and cultural minorities of the region, by 
offering them collections and services of their interest as well as 
promoting the knowledge of their culture among the rest of the 
library users and presenting the library as a place of cultural 
interchange.

Intercultural

A
N

D
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http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/cultura/ba/c/biblioMulticult/espanol/default.asp


Madrid: Biblioteca Abierta (Open Library)
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In the year 2005 the programme Open Library, a programme of 
Madrid Regional Government, was created with the objective of 
contributing to the welcome and integration of those 
immigrants not having Spanish as their main language. At first 
it only included public libraries located in Madrid city, later it 
has included other libraries from Madrid region.

Intercultural
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http://www.madrid.org/cs/Satellite?c=CM_Actuaciones_FA&cid=1132041999026&idConsejeria=1109266187272&idListConsj=1109265444710&language=es&pagename=ComunidadMadrid%2FEstructura&sm=1109265843983


Bibliotheken in Spanien

M
ar

ía
 A

nt
on

ia
 C

ar
ra

to
 M

en
a

Interactive

•Information 
Literacy Forum. It 
contents 
information about:
Public Libraries

National and Regional 
Libraries.

School Libraries

Specialized Libraries

University Libraries

•The forum has a 
BLOG with the last 
events.

•And a WIKI soon

ALFARED

http://www.alfared.org/


Bibliotheken in Spanien

M
ar

ía
 A

nt
on

ia
 C

ar
ra

to
 M

en
a

Pregunte, las bibliotecas responden

Multilingual reference service online
24 hours a day 365 days a year

Interactive
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WEBSITE FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES

Interactive

http://www.bibliotecaspublicas.es/index.jsp
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‘ENTREBIBLIOTECAS’:
PUBLIC LIBRARY + SCHOOL LIBRARY

Interactive

http://www.bibliotecaspublicas.es/morata-rb/index.jsp
http://www.bibliotecaspublicas.es/morata-rb/index.jsp
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LIBRARY 2.0
•“Un viatge ple de veus”

Interactive

http://unviatgepledeveus.gencat.cat/index1.html
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Municipal Libraries of Lorca have a blog

LIBRARY 2.0
Interactive

http://bibliotecasmunicipales.lorca.es/presentacion.asp
http://bibliotecasmunicipaleslorca.blogspot.com/
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Andorra Public Library ‘Juan Martín 
Sauras’, Teruel is a Library 2.0

LIBRARY 2.0
Interactive

http://www.netvibes.com/biblioteca62


Danke Für Ihre Aufmerksamkeit

mariaantonia.carrato@mcu.es
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