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CHAPTER 22

Health Care as a Gendered System

MARrY K. ZIMMERMAN
SHIRLEY A. HiL

1. INTRODUCTION

Healthcare in society emerges from a system of institutional arrangements and relation-
ships, both formal and informal, that shape and are shaped by socially defined notions
about women and men. Qur analysis examines healthcare organizations, actors, and is-
sues from a perspective in which gender is posited as a central analytic category and,
more generally, as a fundamental means of social differentiation. While we incorporate
research on gender differences in health behaviors, we do not intend to present gender as
primarily a characteristic of individvals. Rather, we strive to locate pender as a sociall
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