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Key Facts

• students: 39.628
• professors: 656; research staff: 3.404
• 5 faculties, 22 academic departments, 25 clinics

Clients:

• two-tier library system: central library with 3 branch
libraries; 16 departmental libraries (appr. 200 locations)  in 2  
cities

• staff: 152 employees
• printed items (books and journal volumes): > 5,5 Mio.
• e-books: > 1,4 Mio.; e-Journals: > 45.000
• reading rooms: 112
• active library users: 35.000
• lendings p.a.: 1 Mio

Library Resources:
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Problems: Study environment needed
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Central library and branch libraries are completely 
overcrowed (especially at the end of each semester) while 
there are enough free working places in the departmental 
libraries.

Library users have different needs regarding their study or
research environment, but do not know the many different 
kinds of learning spaces in the libraries.



What are we doing? (1)
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• Making clear rules with clear, uniform symbols in all 
library units



What are we doing? (2)
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• More focus on learning places in the orientation 
system. Creating new 3D building maps, showing 
holdings as well as seats, rooms, copy machines, 
computers … 
(for use in buildings and 
web)



What are we doing? (3)
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• Cataloguing the reading rooms, team working rooms, 
carrels, lounges and the corresponding learning 
conditions



What are we doing? (4)
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[http://www.ub.fau.de/unser-
service/lernraum-navigator/]

special
opening
hours: after 4 
p.m., 
saturday, 
sunday

Location: 
Erlangen 
centre; 
Erlangen 
south; 
Nuremberg

quiet rooms
or learning in 
groups

IT 
conditions

Special rooms:
- carrels
- outdoor
- lounge
- family room
- patent-

research-
room

- room for
visually
handicapped
persons



Lernraum-Navigator: hit list
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Number auf 
workplaces, 
rules, 
equipment

A) 
Picture

B) 
3D room map

C) 
Location info



Lernraum-Navigator: Links
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A) Picture



Lernraum-Navigator: Links
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B) 3D room map (as seen before)



Lernraum-Navigator: Links
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C) Location Info

- Contact
- Location / Maps
- Public transport
- Lending conditions
- New books in the branch
- Opening hours



What more could we do in the future? (1)
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- Group rooms booking system

Example: University Library Würzburg



What more could we do in the future? (2)
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- Showing how many percent oft the seats are vacant at 
the moment

Example: University Library Mannheim



What more could we do in the future? (3)
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Cooperation:
- Listing non-library learning rooms within the university

campuses
- Listing non-university library rooms within the Erlangen-

Nuremberg region 



What more could we do in the future? (4)
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- Building new, well equipped group rooms, reading room 
areas, … (modernization of the central library within the 
next few years)

We thought about something like that ;-)



Thanks for 
your attention!
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Any questions?


