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Was bedeutet "Dekolonialisierung" für 
Bibliotheken?

Zitate-Auswahl aus den 
„Statements on bias in library and archives 

description” zusammengestellt von der  
Cataloginglab-Initiative 

( https://cataloginglab.org )

https://cataloginglab.org/
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Yale University Library (USA), Statement on Harmful 
Language in Archival Description

https://guides.library.yale.edu/specialcollections/statementondescription

https://guides.library.yale.edu/specialcollections/statementondescription
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“(...) We acknowledge that our existing description may contain 
language that is racist, sexist, colonialist, homophobic, or that 
uses other offensive terms that may cause harm. This language 
may result from archival description that has been created over 
the years by creators of collection material, previous stewards, 
or by Yale staff since acquisition. (…)”

“Some of the headings (...) vocabularies and thesauri are 
outdated and harmful.”

Yale University Library (USA), Statement on Harmful 
Language in Archival Description

https://guides.library.yale.edu/specialcollections/statementondescription

https://guides.library.yale.edu/specialcollections/statementondescription
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“You may make a suggestion in Archives at Yale by using the 
Suggest a Correction button (…). . Yale staff will review your 
suggestion and will work towards remediating harmful language 
in the description while balancing the need to preserve original 
context.”

Yale University Library (USA), Statement on Harmful 
Language in Archival Description

https://guides.library.yale.edu/specialcollections/statementondescription

https://guides.library.yale.edu/specialcollections/statementondescription


5Netzwerk Dekolonialisierung von Bibliotheken im DACH-Raum

Western University Libraries (Canada), Problematic 
Language in the Library Catalogue: Statement of 
Acknowledgement

https://www.lib.uwo.ca/collections/problematic_language_in_the_library_catalogue.html/

https://www.lib.uwo.ca/collections/problematic_language_in_the_library_catalogue.html/
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“Part of organizing and describing (…) includes the use of 
standardized metadata that reflect the biases and norms of the 
time in which the items and/or descriptions were created. These 
metadata can include offensive wording, cultural references, 
and stereotypes.” 

“We (…) recognize that the national and international 
cataloguing standards we use to categorize these materials 
uphold the library’s place as a colonial institution that 
contributes to ongoing oppression and white supremacy.”

Western University Libraries (Canada), Problematic 
Language in the Library Catalogue: Statement of 
Acknowledgement

https://www.lib.uwo.ca/collections/problematic_language_in_the_library_catalogue.html/

https://www.lib.uwo.ca/collections/problematic_language_in_the_library_catalogue.html/
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“(…) we pledge to make metadata more inclusive by:

• Engaging in ongoing discussions dedicated to examining our 
legacy cataloguing practices.

• Participating in larger initiatives of the Ontario Council of 
University Libraries (OCUL) to decolonize descriptive 
practices across all partner institutions, including Western 
Libraries.

• Reviewing all feedback we receive, marking reported records 
as containing offensive descriptions.”

Western University Libraries (Canada), Problematic 
Language in the Library Catalogue: Statement of 
Acknowledgement

https://www.lib.uwo.ca/collections/problematic_language_in_the_library_catalogue.html/

https://www.lib.uwo.ca/collections/problematic_language_in_the_library_catalogue.html/
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Washington State University Libraries (USA), 
Acknowledgment of Bias and Harmful Content

https://libraries.wsu.edu/masc/acknowledgment-of-bias-and-harmful-content/

https://libraries.wsu.edu/masc/acknowledgment-of-bias-and-harmful-content/
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“Manuscripts, Archives, and Special Collections (MASC) at 
Washington State University Libraries recognizes there are 
materials in our collections that may be offensive or harmful, 
containing racist, sexist, Eurocentric, ableist or homophobic 
language or depictions.”

“(…) we recognize that there may be language in our collection 
descriptions written by staff that is outdated, problematic, and/or 
inaccurate. We are making efforts to identify such language and 
update terminology to be more respectful, accurate, and 
inclusive.”

Washington State University Libraries (USA), 
Acknowledgment of Bias and Harmful Content

https://libraries.wsu.edu/masc/acknowledgment-of-bias-and-harmful-content/

https://libraries.wsu.edu/masc/acknowledgment-of-bias-and-harmful-content/
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University of Wisconsin Milwaukee Libraries, Digitized 
Archival and Special Collections: Potentially Offensive 
Materials

https://uwm.edu/lib-collections/potentially-offensive-materials/

https://uwm.edu/lib-collections/potentially-offensive-materials%20/
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“The nature of historical materials is such that some material 
may represent positions, norms, and values that are no longer 
(or never were) consistent with the positions, norms, and values 
of the UWM Libraries or of the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee as a whole. Some materials that are part of our 
digital collections may be considered offensive.”

University of Wisconsin Milwaukee Libraries, Digitized 
Archival and Special Collections: Potentially Offensive 
Materials

https://uwm.edu/lib-collections/potentially-offensive-materials/

https://uwm.edu/lib-collections/potentially-offensive-materials%20/
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University of Washington Libraries (USA), Statement on 
Harmful Language in Catalog Records and Archival 
Finding Aids

https://www.lib.washington.edu/about/edi/critical-cataloging-and-archival-description

https://www.lib.washington.edu/about/edi/critical-cataloging-and-archival-description
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“If you encounter language in UW Libraries catalog records, 
archival finding aids, or digital collections that you find offensive 
or harmful, or if you have questions about the statement below 
or our work, we welcome your feedback (…). We are committed 
to reviewing and updating harmful language in catalog records 
and archival finding aids as appropriate and feasible.”

“Catalogers, metadata specialists, and archivists at the UW 
support the UW Libraries’ commitment to anti-racist work in 
sustaining diversity, creating an inclusive experience for our 
users, and confronting institutional bias and structural racism.”

University of Washington Libraries (USA), Statement on 
Harmful Language in Catalog Records and Archival 
Finding Aids

https://www.lib.washington.edu/about/edi/critical-cataloging-and-archival-description

https://www.lib.washington.edu/about/edi/critical-cataloging-and-archival-description
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“For nearly a century, librarians have called attention to and 
pushed for changes to biased, outdated, and problematic LCSH 
terminology. However, the process to change a Library of 
Congress Subject Heading is complex, lengthy, not always 
successful, and can at times be politicized by external parties. 
The UW Libraries is actively involved in and supports the efforts 
underway throughout the profession to update and change 
LCSH terms to be more inclusive. We also support the creation 
and use of alternative controlled vocabularies, and partnering 
with communities to revise and enhance description of their 
resources and collections according to their preferences, 
knowledge, and practices.”

University of Washington Libraries (USA), Statement on 
Harmful Language in Catalog Records and Archival 
Finding Aids

https://www.lib.washington.edu/about/edi/critical-cataloging-and-archival-description

https://www.lib.washington.edu/about/edi/critical-cataloging-and-archival-description
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University of Waterloo Library Special Collections & 
Archives (Canada), Language in Archival Descriptions

https://uwaterloo.ca/library/special-collections-archives/news/language-archival-descriptions

https://uwaterloo.ca/library/special-collections-archives/news/language-archival-descriptions
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“(…) on-going efforts made by staff to acknowledge known 
instances of discrimination that appear in archival records.” 

“Content notes will be added to fonds or collection level records 
indicating, where known, the prevalence of particular types of 
problematic language or imagery. One such example is the 
note accompanying digitized versions of The Dominion, which, 
in part, reads: "The Dominion contains language from the era in 
which it was written. This includes problematic wording, cultural 
references, and stereotypes that are no longer used or 
appropriate today such as racist and sexist jokes or points of 
view."

University of Waterloo Library Special Collections & 
Archives (Canada), Language in Archival Descriptions

https://uwaterloo.ca/library/special-collections-archives/news/language-archival-descriptions

https://uwaterloo.ca/library/special-collections-archives/news/language-archival-descriptions
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“General notes will be added at the item level regarding the 
content of certain photographs. The note accompanying 
negatives titled Waterloo Highschool Knitting Bee from the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Photographic Negative Collection is one 
example. It reads: "Boys' Slave Day poster with racist depiction 
of a Black person visible on wall behind knitting bee 
participants."

University of Waterloo Library Special Collections & 
Archives (Canada), Language in Archival Descriptions

https://uwaterloo.ca/library/special-collections-archives/news/language-archival-descriptions

https://uwaterloo.ca/library/special-collections-archives/news/language-archival-descriptions
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“Records improvements and intentional description will be 
undertaken to allow for improved keyword searching and 
introduce more precise descriptive language. The finding aids 
for records in the E Palmer Patterson fonds are an example. 
They were recently updated to more appropriately refer to First 
Nations and Inuit, using current language. The work included 
documenting the changes in names used to refer to peoples 
over time, such as the Nisga’a or Tlingit, in corresponding 
authority records.”

University of Waterloo Library Special Collections & 
Archives (Canada), Language in Archival Descriptions

https://uwaterloo.ca/library/special-collections-archives/news/language-archival-descriptions

https://uwaterloo.ca/library/special-collections-archives/news/language-archival-descriptions
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University of Virginia Libraries (USA), Statement on 
Harmful Language in Cataloging and Archival 
Description

https://www.library.virginia.edu/policies/statement-on-harmful-language

https://www.library.virginia.edu/policies/statement-on-harmful-language
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“The staff of the University of Virginia Library recognize that 
many of our materials result from, are created by, or represent 
marginalized groups of people, and we are committed to 
describing those people accurately and respectfully.”

“We recognize that descriptive practices have been based on 
systems and standards ingrained with white supremacy, 
misogyny, and homophobia. We are making efforts to redress 
this problematic history.”

University of Virginia Libraries (USA), Statement on 
Harmful Language in Cataloging and Archival 
Description

https://www.library.virginia.edu/policies/statement-on-harmful-language

https://www.library.virginia.edu/policies/statement-on-harmful-language
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“We are actively removing the harmful language in our legacy 
records. We have a large collection and this work will take time, 
but our staff and administration are committed to making these 
repairs.”

“(…) we acknowledge that many LCSH headings are biased 
and harmful. We are supporting efforts underway throughout 
the profession to change these terms, and we are also taking a 
localized approach to replacing some harmful and racist terms 
with acceptable local headings in our own catalog.”

University of Virginia Libraries (USA), Statement on 
Harmful Language in Cataloging and Archival 
Description

https://www.library.virginia.edu/policies/statement-on-harmful-language

https://www.library.virginia.edu/policies/statement-on-harmful-language
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University of Texas at El Paso (USA), Statements on 
Archival Content and Description

https://www.utep.edu/library/special-collections/archival-statement.html

https://www.utep.edu/library/special-collections/archival-statement.html
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“These archival materials may contain scenes of violence or 
offensive language and imagery. While Special Collections 
does not endorse this content, we have made these items 
available to the public for purposes of transparency and 
research. 
In particular, we hope they provide evidence and context for 
understanding and examining war and violence and the long 
history of racism, sexism, anti-Semitism, genocide, and other 
forms of intolerance, discrimination, and hate.”

University of Texas at El Paso (USA), Statements on 
Archival Content and Description

https://www.utep.edu/library/special-collections/archival-statement.html

https://www.utep.edu/library/special-collections/archival-statement.html
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“ (…) we acknowledge that some language may be offensive. 
We try always to note our descriptive practices in our finding 
aids, such as putting notes by archivists in square brackets and 
letting researchers know when original folder titles were 
retained.”

University of Texas at El Paso (USA), Statements on 
Archival Content and Description

https://www.utep.edu/library/special-collections/archival-statement.html

https://www.utep.edu/library/special-collections/archival-statement.html
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“As members of our global society, we at UTL both recognize 
and take seriously our responsibility to all who entrust us with 
providing access to the information resources we steward. (…) 
Descriptive work is not and never has been neutral: it is done 
by people with their own backgrounds, experiences, and 
biases. Societal and professional norms about what constitutes 
a respectful description vary over time.”

University of Texas at El Paso (USA), Statements on 
Archival Content and Description

https://www.utep.edu/library/special-collections/archival-statement.html

https://www.utep.edu/library/special-collections/archival-statement.html
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“We aspire to describe all people, organizations, and 
communities respectfully, with an aim to mitigate existing and 
future harm. We are committed to correcting past errors, 
overcoming current limitations, and are actively working to 
provide the necessary support for the collections in our care 
and those who engage with them. 
We will review word choice, do our best to contextualize original 
language within its historical context, and provide supplemental 
terms that aid in research. We understand that this process 
requires continual work, self-reflection, and learning.”

University of Texas at El Paso (USA), Statements on 
Archival Content and Description

https://www.utep.edu/library/special-collections/archival-statement.html

https://www.utep.edu/library/special-collections/archival-statement.html
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University of South Carolina Libraries Special 
Collections (USA), Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
Statement

https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/university_libraries/browse/index.php

https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/university_libraries/browse/index.php
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“University Libraries provides access to its collections as an 
unaltered, historical record. Some collection materials include 
images or words that are offensive. We do not support or 
condone these harmful ideas, and we embrace a culture that 
prioritizes diversity and inclusion. We make these items 
available because they are critically important resources for 
education and research, while acknowledging their impact on 
various peoples and groups.”

University of South Carolina Libraries Special 
Collections (USA), Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
Statement

https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/university_libraries/browse/index.php

https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/university_libraries/browse/index.php
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University of Pennsylvania Libraries (USA), Statement of 
Harmful Language in Penn Libraries Catalogs

https://guides.library.upenn.edu/c.php?g=1163411&p=8791712

https://guides.library.upenn.edu/c.php?g=1163411&p=8791712
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“At Penn Libraries we are committed to describing our 
cataloged resources using inclusive, anti-racist, and non-
derogatory language. However, we are aware that racist, 
homophobic, sexist, ableist or other offensive language can still 
sometimes be found in our search indexes, bibliographic 
records, and finding aids. We are working towards mitigating 
any harm by updating this language.”

University of Pennsylvania Libraries (USA), Statement of 
Harmful Language in Penn Libraries Catalogs

https://guides.library.upenn.edu/c.php?g=1163411&p=8791712

https://guides.library.upenn.edu/c.php?g=1163411&p=8791712
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“Penn Libraries’ staff understand that we often must describe 
communities that we are not members of ourselves, and that we 
have a responsibility to do this work with care and respect. We 
will revisit this statement as needed, recognizing that our 
understanding of the impact of our description decisions, and 
the effectiveness of our subsequent modifications, will and 
should continue to evolve.”

University of Pennsylvania Libraries (USA), Statement of 
Harmful Language in Penn Libraries Catalogs

https://guides.library.upenn.edu/c.php?g=1163411&p=8791712

https://guides.library.upenn.edu/c.php?g=1163411&p=8791712
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“Too often, libraries are thought to be neutral spaces, providing 
unbiased access to information of all types. The reality is that 
many biases, including racism and white supremacy, have 
shaped numerous aspects of the library environment, from 
which voices are considered authoritative enough to be 
amplified by scholarly publishing, to how research materials are 
described and organized in our catalog and on our shelves, to 
how we interact face-to-face with our patrons. 
We must also take action to disrupt these systemic inequalities.”

University of Oregon Libraries (USA), Statement 
Regarding Objectionable Content 

https://library.uoregon.edu/statement-regarding-objectionable-content

https://library.uoregon.edu/statement-regarding-objectionable-content
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“We commit to a review of our collections, in particular the 
databases and other e-resources that the library licenses, and 
will allocate additional funding to ensure marginalized voices 
are represented.” 

“We recognize the bias inherent in our infrastructure, notably in 
the White origins of the Library of Congress classifications and 
subject headings, and commit to allocating ongoing resources 
in personnel and money to identify and change them.” 

University of Oregon Libraries (USA), Statement 
Regarding Objectionable Content 

https://library.uoregon.edu/statement-regarding-objectionable-content

https://library.uoregon.edu/statement-regarding-objectionable-content
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“We will cover the Knight Library murals that contain racist 
content by October 1st.” 

“We will work with UO Administration, Campus Planning, 
students, faculty and staff to find a way to deal with (…) objects 
of study and reminders of the history of racism in our state and 
at our institution without further need to confront our community 
with the associated trauma in a place that is meant to welcome 
us all.” 

University of Oregon Libraries (USA), Statement 
Regarding Objectionable Content 

https://library.uoregon.edu/statement-regarding-objectionable-content

https://library.uoregon.edu/statement-regarding-objectionable-content
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“We commit to changing our recruitment and hiring practices, 
ensuring direct outreach to candidates of color. As part of that 
commitment, going forward we will require search advocates for 
every search committee.” 

“Beginning now, we will work hard to create an environment 
that is welcoming to those future colleagues by creating a 
training and education process for all library staff that focuses 
on the work we need to do both individually and collectively to 
bring about an end to discrimination, implicit bias and 
institutionalized racism.” 

University of Oregon Libraries (USA), Statement 
Regarding Objectionable Content 

https://library.uoregon.edu/statement-regarding-objectionable-content

https://library.uoregon.edu/statement-regarding-objectionable-content
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“The Libraries’ Conscious Editing Initiative seeks to redress 
historical inequities and injustices in the ways language is used 
in archives and special collections. These efforts include 
replacing racist and derogatory language and removing biased 
language that assumes whiteness as a default. 
It also involves updating unbalanced descriptions (for example, 
those that prioritize white enslavers over enslaved individuals 
and families) and bringing the voices and experiences of 
marginalized groups to the forefront. Hidden lives and erased 
histories thus become discoverable for researchers, in the 
classroom, and through exhibitions.”

University of North Carolina (USA), Conscious Editing 
Initiative

https://library.uncg.edu/info/depts/scua/offensive_language.aspx

https://library.uncg.edu/info/depts/scua/offensive_language.aspx
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“Conscious editing brings an active, critical awareness of bias, 
privilege, and power and an ethos of deliberate care to the 
assessment, creation, and refinement of descriptive archival 
texts.”

“The Conscious Editing Steering Committee has developed a 
guide to inform librarians and archivists doing this redescription
work. The guide contains articles on numerous topics, including 
rectifying ableist language, gendering and misgendering, 
discontinuing the perpetuation of white supremacy by unhiding
the invisible norm of whiteness, and warning users about racist 
and harmful content.”

University of North Carolina (USA), Conscious Editing 
Initiative

https://library.uncg.edu/info/depts/scua/offensive_language.aspx

https://library.uncg.edu/info/depts/scua/offensive_language.aspx


38Netzwerk Dekolonialisierung von Bibliotheken im DACH-Raum

University of Nebraska Omaha Libraries (USA), 
Statement on Harmful Material

https://www.unomaha.edu/criss-library/about-us/library-policies/archives-policies.php#harmful

https://www.unomaha.edu/criss-library/about-us/library-policies/archives-policies.php#harmful
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University of Missouri Kansas City Libraries. Harmful 
Content in Library and Archives Collections Policy

https://library.umkc.edu/policies/harmful-content

“The Libraries now try to balance the use of historical terms which 
provide context, but which are also accurate and respectful. This is 
an ongoing process of:
• Working directly with misrepresented and underrepresented 

communities to improve the ways they are represented.
• Informing users about the presence and origin of harmful content.
• Revising descriptions and standardized sets of descriptive terms, 

such as Library of Congress Subject Headings, supplementing 
description with humanizing and identity or person-first terms, or 
creating new standardized terms to describe materials.

• Researching the problem, listening to users, experimenting with 
solutions, and sharing our findings with each other.

https://library.umkc.edu/policies/harmful-content
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University of Missouri Kansas City Libraries. Harmful 
Content in Library and Archives Collections Policy

https://library.umkc.edu/policies/harmful-content

“We retain harmful or offensive content and language for 
historical accuracy or to document the issues, social context, 
and attitudes of the material’s creators. 
Some situations where this might occur include publication 
titles, names of organizations which contain outdated terms, 
and an individual’s use of self-identifying terms that are no 
longer favored by people within that group.”

https://library.umkc.edu/policies/harmful-content
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University of Michigan, Bentley Historical Library (USA), 
Statement on Potentially Harmful Language and Content

https://bentley.umich.edu/research/statement-on-potentially-harmful-language-and-content/

“The Bentley Historical Library and its staff stand against 
marginalization, oppression, and bias in its many forms and one 
way we look to combat this is by addressing exclusionary 
collection descriptions. We acknowledge that the language and 
structures used to describe these collections are not neutral.”

“Currently many of our collection descriptions, including (but not 
limited to) catalog records, finding aids, databases, digitized 
collections, and exhibitions, are based on established systems 
and standards that often uphold and perpetuate many forms of 
oppression and bias.”

https://bentley.umich.edu/research/statement-on-potentially-harmful-language-and-content/
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University of Michigan, Bentley Historical Library (USA), 
Statement on Potentially Harmful Language and Content

https://bentley.umich.edu/research/statement-on-potentially-harmful-language-and-content/

“(…) we are dedicated to revising and updating our descriptive 
language, and to describing archival materials in a manner that 
is respectful to the individuals and communities who create, use 
and are represented in the collections we manage. 
We are in the process of correcting and remediating use of 
offensive and harmful language and content in existing 
descriptions of archival materials.”

https://bentley.umich.edu/research/statement-on-potentially-harmful-language-and-content/
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University of Michigan Library (USA), Remediation of 
Harmful Language in Library Metadata

https://www.lib.umich.edu/about-us/policies/remediation-harmful-language-library-metadata

“We stand against marginalization, oppression, and bias in its 
many forms. One way we look to combat this is by addressing 
exclusionary descriptive collection metadata.”

https://www.lib.umich.edu/about-us/policies/remediation-harmful-language-library-metadata
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University of Michigan Library (USA), Remediation of 
Harmful Language in Library Metadata

https://www.lib.umich.edu/about-us/policies/remediation-harmful-language-library-metadata

„(…) we strive to:
• Examine and remediate offensive or harmful language used in 

descriptions of resources where we as the University of Michigan 
Library have agency to make the change.

• Facilitate access to collection materials in a way that supports 
researchers and users.

• Push to eliminate oppression and bias embedded in national 
standards and metadata and support the use of alternative 
vocabularies in local and national metadata descriptions.

• Work with community partners on campus and off to help identify 
vocabulary in collection descriptions that causes harm and find 
replacement terminology.

• Coordinate diverse and anti-racist collection development 
strategies.”

https://www.lib.umich.edu/about-us/policies/remediation-harmful-language-library-metadata
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Michigan State University Libraries, Harmful Language 
in Resource Descriptions

https://lib.msu.edu/about/policy-harmful-language/

"Library description systems and structures are not universal or
neutral and contain the inherent biases of their creators who
operate from places of privilege and power (...)" 

https://lib.msu.edu/about/policy-harmful-language/
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Michigan State University Libraries, Harmful Language 
in Resource Descriptions
Cataloguing Code of Ethics: 
"Cataloguing standards and practices are currently and
historically characterized by racism, white supremacy, 
colonialism, othering, and oppression.
Traditionally, these knowledge organization systems and
descriptive standards have been viewed as universal and
neutral, but we (along with many libraries worldwide) recognize
that they have always been problematic, offensive, and harmful. 
They are based in a nineteenth-century Eurocentric philosophy
of information organization and management,and they have
actively marginalized, demeaned, and erased groups outside 
the dominant culture.“ 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IBz7nXQPfr3U1P6Xiar9cLAkzoNX_P9fq7eHvzfSlZ0/edit/

https://lib.msu.edu/about/policy-harmful-language/
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Duke University Libraries, Statement on Inclusive 
Description
"While we will continue to work within the parameters of
national and international standards and organizations, we
pledge as creators and managers to make metadata more
inclusive by: [ . . .]

• 5. Including descriptive metadata in the original script for
works in languages that do not use the Latin alphabet.  We
will also seek to implement projects that remediate legacy
metadata lacking non-Latin scripts, thereby creating a 
discovery environment in which users can more easily
discover resources regardless of language or script."

https://wiki.duke.edu/display/DTSP/Statement+on+Inclusive+Description/

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IBz7nXQPfr3U1P6Xiar9cLAkzoNX_P9fq7eHvzfSlZ0/edit/
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National Archives, NARA’s Statement on Potentially 
Harmful Content

https://www.archives.gov/research/reparative-description/harmful-content

https://www.archives.gov/research/reparative-description/harmful-content
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Philadelphia Museum of Art, Ethical Cataloging 
Statement

https://philamuseum.libguides.com/c.php?g=929979&p=7463787

https://philamuseum.libguides.com/c.php?g=929979&p=7463787
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Schaumburg Township District Library, Harmful Content 
Statement

https://www.schaumburglibrary.org/about/about-us#harmful

https://www.schaumburglibrary.org/about/about-us#harmful
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Princeton University Library, Statement on Language in 
Archival Description

https://library.princeton.edu/special-collections/statement-language-archival-description

"When we encounter problematic language that we believe an 
archivist created, we update it. 
Language that comes from the original archival material can
provide information about the people who created it. 
In such cases, the work of the archivist is to provide additional 
context." 

https://library.princeton.edu/special-collections/statement-language-archival-description
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Stanford Special Collections and University Archives, 
Statement on Potentially Harmful Language in 
Cataloging and Archival Description

https://library.stanford.edu/spc/using-our-collections/stanford-special-collections-
and-university-archives-statement-potentially

"We carefully consider potentially offensive or harmful language
in our own descriptions, as well as in the materials we are
describing. 
We do not censor the materials in our care, but when they touch
on potentially harmful subjects or use potentially harmful
language, we work to provide historical context." 

https://library.stanford.edu/spc/using-our-collections/stanford-special-collections-and-university-archives-statement-potentially


53Netzwerk Dekolonialisierung von Bibliotheken im DACH-Raum

State Library of Western Australia. [Statement at the top 
of each catalog page]

https://encore.slwa.wa.gov.au/iii/encore/?lang=eng

"All users should be aware that certain words, terms, or
descriptions may be culturally sensitive and considered
inappropriate today, but reflect the period in which they were
written."
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University of California Los Angeles Clark Memorial 
Library. Statement on Cataloging

https://clarklibrary.ucla.edu/research/statementoncataloging/

https://clarklibrary.ucla.edu/research/statementoncataloging/
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University of California Los Angeles - Clark Memorial 
Library, Statement on Cataloging

"Our catalog, much like our community, is diverse and dynamic. 
The library’s catalog is both a product and a process. 
We recognize long-standing professional biases, national and
international standards that create problematic metadata, and
our need for further education and reflection on how to
recognize inequities in the language and practice of cataloging
and archival description." 

https://clarklibrary.ucla.edu/research/statementoncataloging/

https://clarklibrary.ucla.edu/research/statementoncataloging/
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https://decolonizethelibrary.miraheze.org/wiki/Aktuelles
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