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Open Knowledge Maps 

is a charitable non-profit organization

dedicated to dramatically improving the visibility of 
scientific knowledge

for science and society alike

Who we are



Overview of heart diseases



https://openknowledgemaps.org 









Advantages



How it works

An Open Knowledge Maps visualization presents you 
with a topical overview for your search term. It is 
based on the 100 most relevant documents from 
either BASE or PubMed for your search term.

We use text similarity to create the knowledge maps. 
The algorithm groups those papers together that have
more words in common in the metadata.



The journey so far FEATURED IN

AWARDS

We are the
largest visual
search engine
for research

1.5+ million knowledge maps created

100,000+ monthly visitors

5000+ participants in workshops

GROWTH OF KNOWLEDGE MAPS

1.0 Mio

1.5 Mio

0.5 Mio



Our offering includes:

Innovative search and discovery services

Integrations for BASE, PubMed, and OpenAIRE

A wide range of training activities and materials

Our award-winning visualization software

Community support & engagement programs

Institutional integration via Custom Services

All of our services are free & open





Custom Services in a nutshell

Enable 3rd parties to embed Open Knowledge Maps 
services in their own discovery systems

Co-created with our supporting members and community

Integrators can set individual parameters, including the ability
to restrict knowledge maps to their own data sources

Available as easy-to-install cloud components



https://gotriple.eu



https://gotriple.eu





Aggregator

Institutions/
platforms

Technical setup

    



Use cases

Complement existing discovery systems such as a library
catalog or a document search

Make resources other than text (e.g. research data, 
images) more visible and better discoverable

Integrate visual overviews in other areas of your digital 
services, such as a news page or a research collection



TU Wien Bibliothek & OKMaps

Elaborate new pathways on exploratory literature search

Improve interoperable harmonisation of the CatalogPlus

content, by Metadata transformation of MARC21 to

DublinCore, set up an OAI-API 

Scope: Open Access E-Media

Embedded as a SDG (UN Sustainable Development Goals)

Use Case, by a preselected Query Store 

Motivation



TU Wien Bibliothek & OKMaps

Prototype Online at: 
https://catalogplus.tuwien.at/

topic cluster

timeline 

https://catalogplus.tuwien.at/


TU Wien Bibliothek & OKMaps

Workflow via BASE can be challenging, e.g. separate instance

dependencies of TU Wien Services (reposiTUm, CatalogPlus)

Interoperability with heterogeneous data sources (new requirement)

Complete & improve the harvesting of CatalogPlus content

Improve the mapping quality, e.g. Metadata enrichment of SDG 

annotations

Elaborate OKMaps representation services via user centric

elaboration

Issues & Next steps

Icon: Flaticon.com



Vienna University Library

Provide discovery tools for resources in all disciplines

and the for research data in social sciences

Harvested by BASE and visualized by OKMaps

Improving desk research

Piloting visual discovery for data sets



Vienna University Library
OKMaps discovery tool

Online at: https://usearch.univie.ac.at/

https://usearch.univie.ac.at/


aussda election

Find research datasets at AUSSDA - The 
Austrian Social Science Data Archive

Online at: https://aussda.at/en/about-aussda/projects/open-knowledge-maps/

https://aussda.at/en/about-aussda/projects/open-knowledge-maps/




Vienna University Library
Outlook

We are working on expanding the dataset search to
include all European data archives in the social 
sciences (CESSDA ERIC).

Several data archives in the CESSDA Data Catalogue are
already included, totalling 20,000 ressources (from 26k) at 
https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/

https://www.base-search.net/Search/Results?type=all&lookfor=coll%3Aftcessda
https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/


Community-based funding

We propose to fund Open Knowledge Maps and the 
Custom Services in a collective effort: organizations 
become supporting members and provide a yearly 
contribution.

In return, we invite our members to co-create the 
platform with us. Members become part of the Board of 
Supporters, which is directly involved in the decision-making 
process of what features and sources are implemented on 
Open Knowledge Maps.



Supporting members



This means:

Open licences for content, data, and source code

Easy integration in community infrastructure

Co-creation of platform with our community

Community involvement in governance

Equitable balancing of stakeholder needs

Community-based funding & engagement

Participatory approach



Thank you for your attention!

Contact:
twitter.com/OK_Maps
linkedin.com/company/okmaps
pkraker@openknowledgemaps.org


