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Idea behind the portal

Library collections 
and services in 

one place



➢ library users
○ access to online services, presentation of services 

➢ potential library users
○ presentation of how libraries work, what services 

they offer

➢ students and teachers
○ working with resources, research, preparing 

academic papers, accessing resources (both 
physical and online)

Target group



➢ strategic tool for Czech librarianship
○ its importance is described in the Concept of the development of 

libraries in the Czech Republic

➢ aggregator of information resources
○ especially those produced by libraries
○ library collections, digital libraries, bibliographic indexes, databases

➢ gateway to information
○ simple search interface based on VuFind

➢ provides information and library services 

What is the portal?

https://ipk.nkp.cz/ipk-en/docs/Concept.doc
https://ipk.nkp.cz/ipk-en/docs/Concept.doc


Knihovny.cz = aggregation tool

library collections



➢ we use mostly open source
○ VuFind, Solr, Kubernetes,...

➢ indexing and data deduplication 
○ we use Solr for indexing
○ we have developed our own harvesting, enrichment and deduplication 

toolset

Technology behind the portal



➢ searching
○ bibliographic records
○ scanned contents of books or even full-texts if available
○ catalogues of participating libraries to check the availability of 

documents in their collections

➢ requesting library items
○ in printed form - library collections, ILL system integration
○ in electronic form - digital libraries, open access, documents free to 

download, EDD (in summer 2022)

Current features



➢ user account
○ access via home institution login (EduID.cz federation)
○ loans, renewing loans, requesting items, loans history, overdue fines 

etc. (NCIP / Aleph API / Koha API)
○ user can connect accounts: one login, access to services of all 

libraries

➢ IdP gateway for libraries without one
○ easy access to online electronic resources

Current features



➢ information services (summer 2022)
○ service “Ptejteseknihovny.cz” (Ask your Library) 

➢ library events (2023)
○ aggregation of all events which libraries list on their websites and 

social networks
○ both physical and online events
○ users will be able to search for events in particular cities or throughout 

the Czech Republic

Upcoming features



➢ inspiration lists
○ lists of books on specific topics
○ lists of approx. 30 books presented alongside their scanned covers

➢ free e-books
○ PDF, prc or ePub
○ compulsory literature

➢ "you may also like"
○ the bibliographic record may contain suggestions of similar books 

Recommending literature



Inspiration lists

women in science spring



Recommending books for children



➢ pointing out interesting documents which can be found on the 
portal

➢ cooperation within the Moravian library
➢ cooperation with other libraries and GLAM institutions

○ The Bibliothèque nationale de France
○ Czech libraries, museums and archives

➢ online exhibitions
○ Moravian pilots in RAF (https://raf.knihovny.cz)
○ Antonín Rejcha (https://rejcha.knihovny.cz)
○ Komenský in pictures (https://komensky.knihovny.cz)

Curatorship

https://raf.knihovny.cz
https://rejcha.knihovny.cz
https://komensky.knihovny.cz


akcek.knihovny.cz

Operation “K”

● online exhibition

● the illegal forced dissolution of 

monasteries and male Catholic 

religious orders

● confiscated books and their fate



Komensky.knihovny.cz

Comenius in pictures

● biography of J. A. Comenius

● Orbis pictus

● Comenius’ map of Moravia

● collection of Comenius’ writings in 

the Moravian Library



rejcha.knihovny.cz

Antoine Rejcha Lost and Found

● online exhibition

● biography of Antoine Rejcha

● archival material

● music samples



● platform to share materials in 
Ukranian for the refugees' children

● working with Ukrainian children in 
libraries
○ sharing materials
○ inspiration from libraries

● cooperation with other libraries 
and institutions

Ukrajina.knihovny.cz



Future of the portal

➢ Concept of the portal's 
development 2022-2026

➢ main objectives and 
sub-objectives of the portal 
development

➢ in Czech language only:
https://bit.ly/koncepce2022-2026

https://bit.ly/koncepce2022-2026


Marketing
Let people know about the portal



Researching the information needs of 
our users



Supporting libraries
Providing tools and know-how to smaller libraries



Collaboration
Create a functioning national network of libraries



Basic numbers

84 
participating libraries 14 

digital libraries

17 
other sources

16,8
million records (local index)

316 693 
users / year



Petr Žabička
petr.zabicka@mzk.cz

Thank you for your attention


