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• A brief history
• Why do libraries start publishing programs?
• How bepress can help
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A brief history
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Robert Cooter
Herman F. Selvin Professor of Law, 
UC Berkeley

1999: bepress is founded by faculty
Aaron Edlin

Richard Jennings Chair and Professor of 
Economics and Law, UC Berkeley 

New Twists on an Old Model

https://works.bepress.com/irene_kamotsky/8/
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2002: bepress launches journals

Journal Publishing 
Platform

Peer review
Submission management
Front-end journal design

Special issues
Email alerts

Google Scholar
CrossRef, CLOCKSS, Portico

Indexing feeds
Metrics
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2005: bepress launches Digital Commons

Journal Publishing 
Platform

Digital
Repository

Books
Conferences

Image galleries
Series
Images

Datasets
Audio/Video

Faculty profiles
More metrics!

Peer review
Submission management
Front-end journal design

Special issues
Email alerts

Google Scholar
CrossRef, CLOCKSS, Portico

Indexing feeds
Metrics

Digital Commons at Iowa State University

https://lib.dr.iastate.edu/
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Full Spectrum of Publishing
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The Leading Hosted Repository Platform
• Home to 500+ of the world’s largest 

institutional repositories, with 2.5 
million open-access works in the 
Digital Commons network

• 1,500+ journals hosted on Digital 
Commons 

https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/
https://www.bepress.com/products/digital-commons/why-digital-commons/customers/
https://www.bepress.com/products/digital-commons/why-digital-commons/customers/
http://network.bepress.com/
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CI/CI/pdf/news/institutional_repository_software.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CI/CI/pdf/news/institutional_repository_software.pdf
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Why do Libraries Offer Publishing?
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Libraries are currently undergoing 
a seismic shift in staff activities and 
responsibilities… it is an exciting
prospect for libraries to become 
active producers instead of 
passive consumers of content.

Paul Royster, Coordinator of Scholarly 
Communications, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
“The Open Access Interviews: Paul Royster,” Richard 
Poynder's blog, Open and Shut

Our job is not to build a better library—it’s to figure out how best to use our skills and 
talents to advance the goals of our communities. Sometimes that means we’ll be 

doing things that nobody ever associated with a library before.
T. Scott Plutchak, Director, Lister Hill Library of the Health Sciences, University of Alabama at Birmingham

Journal of Medical Library Association

While circulation numbers are in 
decline, the need for support for 

scholarly communication is on the 
rise.

This provides an opportunity for the 
library to reposition itself and 

reassert its value as the center of 
campus academic life.

Todd Bruns, Eastern Illinois University
“It Takes a Library: Growing a Robust IR in Two Years”

A new role for the library
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A service to faculty

James Navalta and Scott Lyons,
Professors of Exercise Science

Connie Foster, Library Dean,
Western Kentucky University

https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/ijes/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/ijes/
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“Without Terri Fishel’s offer to 
publish Captive Audiences / 
Captive Performers online, and her 
support throughout the long 
publishing process, this book might 
never, perhaps, have seen the light 
of day.”Sears Eldredge, Professor Emeritus

Theater and Dance Department
Macalester College

In their own words

http://digitalcommons.macalester.edu/captiveaudiences/
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A service to studentsA service to students

https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/uer/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/uer/
http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/jpur/
http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/jpur/
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In their own words

http://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/releases/2013/Q4/jpur-opens-doors-for-undergraduate-researchers.html
http://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/releases/2013/Q4/jpur-opens-doors-for-undergraduate-researchers.html
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A service to the university

https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/jps/
https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/jps/
https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/ijpbl/
https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/ijpbl/
https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/jpeer/
https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/jpeer/
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“The impact of this electronic 
migration has been nothing short 
of amazing.
This has been an incredibly 
valuable tool for communicating 
to our sponsors the impact their 
funded research is having.”

Darcy Bullock, Director
JTRP Program

In their own words

http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/jtrprogram/
http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/jtrprogram/
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Evidence of Impact

https://dashboard.bepress.com/?dashboardToken=5772d35dbb999afb051548aesqPZgN29ATGicycXv2KTPTe5CWDRDRI6bVpg0469#/
https://dashboard.bepress.com/?dashboardToken=5772d35dbb999afb051548aesqPZgN29ATGicycXv2KTPTe5CWDRDRI6bVpg0469#/
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How bepress can help
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Scalable digital publishing

Journals

Books

Conferences

http://scholarworks.sjsu.edu/uss/1/
http://scholarworks.sjsu.edu/uss/1/
http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/books/
http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/books/
http://newprairiepress.org/
http://digitalcommons.trinity.edu/tipiti/
http://digitalcommons.trinity.edu/tipiti/
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/ijes/
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/ijes/
http://commons.pacificu.edu/mono/4/
http://commons.pacificu.edu/mono/4/
http://digitalcommons.macalester.edu/captiveaudiences/
http://digitalcommons.macalester.edu/captiveaudiences/
http://scholar.valpo.edu/ttlworkshop/
http://scholar.valpo.edu/ttlworkshop/
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/
http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/librariespublishing/
http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/librariespublishing/
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Journals

• Custom design
• Full double-blind 

peer review
• Subscriptions & 

moving wall
• Impact metrics
• Scopus compliance
• Language support

http://digitalcommons.butler.edu/jhcs/
http://digitalcommons.butler.edu/jhcs/
http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/surcosur/
http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/surcosur/
http://digitalcommons.trinity.edu/tipiti/
http://digitalcommons.trinity.edu/tipiti/
https://arrow.dit.ie/ijrtp/
https://arrow.dit.ie/ijrtp/
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What Else?

http://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/art_data/1/
http://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/art_data/1/
http://digitalcommons.fairfield.edu/americanscholarsreligion/
http://digitalcommons.fairfield.edu/americanscholarsreligion/
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/flathead/
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/flathead/
http://digitalcommons.linfield.edu/dory/
http://digitalcommons.linfield.edu/dory/
https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/jtrp/1547/
https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/jtrp/1547/


|     22|     22|     22

The bepress support model
• A designated person who knows each journal
• Unlimited training and support (for everyone)
• Custom design and workflow
• Full hosting, SEO, platform upgrades
• Publishing advice and expertise

“The training and support from 
bepress has been exceptional and 

I know that our editor-in-chief will 
always get the support he needs. 
From a management perspective, 

it is critical to have a company 
providing this level of dependable 

service.”

Raymond Poff, managing editor, Journal 
of Outdoor Recreation and Leadership, 

Western Kentucky University

I want to make my 
journal look more 
dynamic; what do 
you suggest?

I’ve been contacted by 
EBSCO about my journal; 
should we join, and how?

We’re thinking about 
using print on 
demand. How have 
others done this?
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Vielen Dank!

Kontakt: 
g. hansen@elsevier.com
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