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The German School System

map-of-germany.org

• 16 states
• 16 school systems



The German School System:
Berlin

• Boroughs equip schools
• School librarians are not included in 

teaching plans
• Unclear resource distribution for 

school libraries



Contact point for school 
libraries

• Staff network
• Initial inventory is provided
• New inventory can be purchased for low prices



Book bus

• Mobile library
• Part of the public libraries
• Inventory designed especially for schools



Office for School Libraries
Treptow-Köpenick

• Support and coordination of school libraries in the borough
• 1 full-time employee
• Part of the education authority
• Especially coordination of staffing
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Founded in 2010, the AGSBB lobbies so that
• Every school can set up and run a well-equipped library
• The importance of school libraries for educational 

policies is recognized
• School libraries are continuously supported both by the 

Senate and boroughs of Berlin as well as the 
Brandenburg State government

• The financial resources for an up-to-date inventory are 
provided

• Qualified personnel and school friendly opening hours 
are available

• School libraries receive a solid technical basis and can 
be developped into multimedia learning centers
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School Libraries

On the way to a center for

 knowledge, culture, learning

 and media

In the core of the school 
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Events

• Trainings
• Workshops
• Discussions
• Networking events
• Supported by partner institutions and companies



Events

School library – a place to 
(learn how to) read

• Cooperation with LISUM 
(Berlin-Brandenburg Institute 
for School and Media) and 
SenBJW (Berlin Senate 
administration for education, 
youth and science)

• Training series for teachers, 
school librarians ...



Events

Developping media literacy in the (school) library – workshop in cooperatin with ekz



Events

AGSBB summer gathering
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School Library Day

• Convention for librarians, school librarians, 
teachers, politicians etc. from Berlin and 
Brandenburg

• Every 2 years
• Workshops, discussions, fair



School Library Day

Topics 2016 (excerpt):
•Teaching in the school library
•Social media in the school library
•Examples and hints for inventory and 
management
•Software solutions
•Trends in current youth literature
•Book presentation and rhetoric



School Library Day

Fair of opportunities
•publishers
•Software companies
•Initiatives
•Associations
•Small fee
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School Library of the year

• Prize sponsored by our partner
• School libraries in Berlin or 

Brandenburg apply



School Library of the year



Book packages for 
welcome classes

• 1 package per borough of Berlin
• Schools can apply if

• they are elementary schools
• they have a welcome class
• they have a school library
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• AGSBB members provide contact 
data for requests

• Different areas of expertise



Members of the AGSBB

- >100 Friends 
and   
Members 

- Libraries, 
schools, 
private

- Experts from 
different fields



Structure of the AGSBB
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AGSBB Consulting
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AGSBB Consulting

short speech

concept editing

support

Information package

Book package

speeches

Individual support
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AGSBB institutional network

Parties, parents’ associations, non-profit organisations, 

Universities, scientific libraries libraries, occupational unions,



Media Day Barnim District

• Training Day for teachers in Barnim
• Subject: media literacy
• AGSBB as institution



Cooperation with 
Hugendubel

• Big book retailer
• Provides every newly opened school library in Berlin with a book package
• Informs on new publications for school libraries
• Supports AGSBB with School Library Days and School Library Contest



Further Contacts

• School library openings
• Multistate networking meetings
• German School of Tenerife
• Catholic School of Chile



Resources



Working with limited 
resources



Working with limited 
resources



Working with limited 
resources
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Working with limited 
resources
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Working with limited 
resources

Aren’t you Romeo? And aren’t you a Montague? 

I am neither of those things if you dislike them.

Tell me, how did you get in here? And why did you come? 
The orchard walls are high, and it’s hard to climb over them. 
If any of my relatives find you here they’ll kill you because of 
who you are.

I flew over these walls with the light wings of love. Stone 
walls can’t keep love out. Whatever a man in love can 
possibly do, his love will make him try to do it. Therefore your 
relatives are no obstacle.

If they see you, they’ll murder you
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What‘s next?



What‘s next?

• Elections for the Berlin Senate
• Staff resources must be provided
• School librarians must be trained appropriately: librarian, teacher, educator, media 

expert
• Consistent standards for school libraries must be implemented
• Digitalisation of teaching materials as challenge and opportunity
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