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Example DH research question

We would like to analyse advertisements in

newspapers which shed light on the ways in

which the Coca-Cola Company shaped the

Dutch

perception of an American way of life, and by

extension provided the discursive building

blocks

for the construction of a mental map of

America.

With thanks to Steven Claeyssens, 

National Library of the Netherlands



What a librarian hears …

We would like to analyse advertisements in Newspapers

[OLR only available in newspapers, not magazines;

Different quality levels] which shed light on the ways in

which the Coca Cola Company [some advertisements can

be retrieved via OCR (+NER), others may need more

advanced technologies] Shaped the Dutch [national and/or

regional newspapers] perception of an American way of

life,

and by extension provided the discursive building blocks

for

the construction of a mental map of America.

With thanks to Steven Claeyssens, 

National Library of the Netherlands



Towards a shared definition 

Collection/corpus building is a matter of

content negotiation between the library and

the researcher, in function of the

researcher’s question(s) and the library’s

mission(s).

With thanks to Steven Claeyssens, 

National Library of the Netherlands



Skills Building

https://libereurope.eu/blog/2018/02/27/di

gital-humanities-reading-list-part-3/

Caleb Derven

University of 

Limerick



https://library.educause.edu/resources/2017/5/

building-capacity-for-digital-humanities-a-

framework-for-institutional-planning



DH Clinics

https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/academic-and-research-

libraries/conferences/lotte_wilms_dh_clinics.pdf and 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.846289

Lotte Wilms

National Library of 

the Netherlands

1. to teach academic librarians about the basics of digital humanities

2. to strengthen the relationship between libraries and the academic

community

3. to build a knowledge network of Dutch librarians working in DH



DH Clinics - Programme

Day 1:

• Digitisation & Databases

• Workshop: SQL for Librarians

Day 2:

• Computational thinking & Code, tool and data criticism

• Workshop: Introduction to programming with Python

Day 3: 

• Natural language processing and named entity recognition

& linked data 

• Workshop: Cleaning (NER) data

Lotte Wilms

National Library of 

the Netherlands



DH Clinics - Programme

Day 4: 

• Text analysis with historical sources & 

text analysis with born digital sources

• Workshop: Network analysis

Day 5:

• Working with audiovisual material & GIS

• Workshop: Computer vision

Lotte Wilms

National Library of 

the Netherlands



Cooperation between libraries 

and research communities

https://libereurope.eu/blog/2018/02/05/di

gital-humanities-reading-list-part-2/

Liam O’Dwyer

Dublin City 

University



http://bit.ly/ADHOlibsProposal



http://libereurope.eu/blog/2017/02/03/liber-launches-digital-

humanities-working-group/



Tamara Butigan

Head of the Digital Library, 

National Library of Serbia

Sally Chambers

Coordinator, Ghent Centre

for Digital Humanities

Towards DARIAH-EU “Libraries” Working Group



• Participants: an (equal) number of librarians and (digital) 

humanities researchers

• Objectives: to a) facilitate dialogue between humanities 

researchers and librarians, b) understand the barriers to the 

(re)use of (digital) cultural heritage collections in humanities 

research c) to facilitate sustainable (re)use of (digital) collections 

for (digital) humanities research 

• Close collaboration: with LIBER Digital Humanities & Digital 

Cultural Heritage Working group

Towards DARIAH-EU “Libraries” Working Group



Integrating Libraries 

and Digital 

Humanities: Round 

Table

http://2018.dhbenelux.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2018/06/Cock-

Claeyssens-Ten-Dolle_Integrating-libraries-and-Digital-

Humanities_DHBenelux2018-1.pdf



http://nowviskie.org/2011/a-skunk-in-the-library/



https://collectionsasdata.github.io

Collections as Data



Data-level access to digital collections

www.delpher.nl/nl/platform/pages/helpitems?nid=482



Winters, J. (2017) ‘Coda: Web archives for humanities research: 

some reflections’, in The Web as History: Using Web Archives to 

Understand the Past and Present, ed. Niels Brügger and Ralph 

Schroeder (London: UCL Press, 2017), pp. 238-248.

Born-digital collections

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ucl-press/browse-books/the-web-as-history


www.ghentcdh.ugent.be/content/doctoral-school-

methods-and-approaches-digital-humanities

https://dmponline.be

Research Data Management 



https://easy.dans.knaw.nl/ui/datasets/id/easy-

dataset:73749/rd/1

RDM => Co-publishing of Humanities 

Datasets 



https://doi.org/10.1093/llc/fqx020

Libraries, supercomputers and Humanities

Research



European Open Science Cloud (EOSC)!

• “Research Data Commons”

• “Recognising the challenges of 

data driven research in pursuing 

excellent science” 

• “Data culture and FAIR data”

• “Researchers need the support 

of adequately trained data 

stewards” 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/index.cfm?pg=

open-science-cloud



… the skills for the ideal conversation … 

We would like to analyse advertisements in Newspapers

[OLR only available in newspapers, not magazines;

Different quality levels] which shed light on the ways in

which the Coca Cola Company [some advertisements can

be retrieved via OCR (+NER), others may need more

advanced technologies] Shaped the Dutch [national and/or

regional newspapers] perception of an American way of

life,

and by extension provided the discursive building blocks

for

the construction of a mental map of America.

With thanks to Steven Claeyssens, 

National Library of the Netherlands
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