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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

The Nature of the Investigation

It was Leopold von Ranke who, in the 1830's,
proposed that history was a study of the pai'ticular
while a philosophy of history was an abstraction of that
study. Each event was unique; he said, and had to be
understood as a discrete phenomenon. Therefore, it had
to be studied with complete impartiality. It must be
understood objectively as it actually happened before
being lifted into a universal view derived.f'rom the
particulars. (Stern, Ed., 1956, p. 55). -

Much credit should be given to this method of
historical study. It eacourages students of history to
gather the facts of' history before jumping to conclusions.
The stumbling block, however, is the lingering doubt that
compiete objectivity can be achieved in factual reporting.

_What éppeara to happen in history, the "phenomenon” in
the Greek sense of the word, is not the only important
thing. ) _

A l'igniiicant addition to the methodology
which emphasizes the gathering of facts is ﬂ;ne method

1
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2
of analyzing the motivation. So far, the subjective element
in human system building has not been eliminated. The objec-
tive historian may try to eliminate the subjective part of
fact-finding like the Medieval ascetic who tried to destroy
the natural needs and drives of-life by suppression. How-
ever, like basic drives, when the subjective elements of
interpretation are pushed out the fromt door, they return
through the back window. (Allport, 1955; Hall & Lindzey,
1957; Koehler, 1959).

The awareness of subjectivity causes it to lose
much of its power to lead one into erroneous conclusions.
Like the psychologist who affirms that "error" of measure-
ment is present, and uses this affirmation ana the analysis
of the error present to his advantage, so can the historian
Qtilize the subjective elements of history to enrich his
understanding of historical events.

The great advantage.of the psychological inter-
pretation of history is that it tells not only "what"
happened, but "why" it bappened in terms of human motiva-
tion. When the motives behind historical personages and
their followers are understood, their actions become more
meaningful. One can better evaluate the worth and logic
of historical events because of the antecedent motives
which are manifest.

William L. Langer (1958) in his Presidential
address before the American Historical Association sug-

gested that the psychological analysis of history was
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3
one path which historian; might profitably take in the years
to come. The reference to psychology does not include the
"academic" or ''classical” but theApsychoanalytical school
of Freud and its later developments in depth psychology.

He laments the fact that historians have not made use of
the concepts of modern psychology. He writes,

How can it be that the historian,

who must be as much or more con-

cerned with human beings and their

motivation than with impersonal

forces and causation, has failed

to use the findings? (1958, p. 285).

In his statement of the need for more psychological
interpretation of history Langer emphasizes two significant
functions psychology can fulfill as aids in the writing of
bistory: (a) An increased understanding of 1nd1v1duais,
especially in the writing of biography, and (b) the under-
standing of motives characteristic of large groups of ﬁer-
sons having a common background of critical experiences such
as a plague or a general war. Psychological tools lend
themselves better to some historical periods thaa to others,
Laager asserts, and he notes that the later Middle Ages and
the Reformation periods are examples of eras espeéially
fruitful for psyﬁhological study. (1958, p. 302).

Does this destroy the objectivity of hiétory? Not
at alll Rather, soﬁewhat paradoxically, it greatly enhances
it. A new dimension is added and nothing is taken aﬁay from
the methodology of studying history. Not only are the mbtives

of historical figures made clear, but a check is also made on
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one's own subjective needs in historical interpretation.
Without the clinical understanding of history, says Erik
Erikson, psychologist and psycho-biographer of Luther's
l1ife, professional historians are able to,
....lll too nobly immerse themselves
into the very disguises, rationali-
zations, and idealizations of the
historical process from which it
should be their business to separate
themselves. (Erikson, 1958, p. 20).

The psychological interpretation of history has
been very fruitful in the past few years and will continue
to be more so in the tuture. OUne of the finest examples of
penetrating, original, and enlightening work in this field
is that of Erich Fromm. His two works, Man For Himself and

Escape From Freedom, throw fresh light on the present con-

dition.of man by a dynamic, motivational study of the past.
(Fromm, 1941, 1947).

' Fromn's main thesis is that modern man in the
West has an inadequate undez_-standing of his nature as a
social creature, and that he has not as yet solved the
existential problem of human freedbm and limitation. As

a consequence man is either "escaping from freedom" and

the tesponsiﬁility it entails, or he is rebelling against

auttiority which limits his freedom even if the authority
is legitimate. The relationship between freedom and author-
ity is a hasic problem of man's existence.

Although Froum's work is highly regarded in many
circles, it has often been criticized for its lack of
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empirical validation. (Hall & Lindzey, 1957). This is
something new and surprising, namely, that a "philosophy
of history" does not have scientific coniimtion! Such
a criticism would have been 1napp;optiate a few years ago,
but techniques bhave been developed recently in the social
sciences which make it poséible to test, at least in part,
the theories of Erich Fromm. (Thurstone, 1931; Likert,
1932).

The main purpose of the empirical section of
this dissertation is to test a portion of From's theory
dealing with what he terms "authoritarianism” in the
religious thought of the Reformation era.

How will this be done?

The first step 18 to extract a series of state-
ments ftom.the two works of Fromm mentioned above and place
them in item form for an attitude questionnaire. Then by
a comparison of that form's score with a contemporary
authoritarian scale, a correlation study can be made of
subjects living today and holding to certain doctrines of

che Refomatioh era.

The Plan of Presentation

The preseatation in the following secticas will
be as follows: Chapter two will contain a survey of From's
theory of Reformation AOctrine and what he calls its “auth-
oritarian" aspects. Chaplter three will deal with some of

the "ononauthoritarian" elements of the Reformation era.
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Chapter four will be a survey of the recent literature in
authoritarianism. Chapter five will give a detailed out-
line of the experimental procedure, including the construc-
tion of the T scale used to measure religious beliefs.
Chapter six will report the statistical data collected.
Chapter seven will include a discussion of these results
suggesting possible laterpretations and limitations they
: may indicate, and will bring together the conclusions one
may, with some degree of confidence, draw from the exper-
iment, discuss possibilities for additional research sug-
gested by the experimental findings, and outline the ‘
significance of the experiment for Erich Fromm's theory

of authoritarianism. Chapter eight will review the

dissertation in summary form.

Eﬁch Fromm Archiv
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CHAFPTER 11

ERICH FROMM'S THEORY OF AUTHORITARIANISM IN
THE REFORMATION

Introduction: The Middle Ages

According to Erich Fromm, before one can under-
stand the Reformation, it is necessary to understand the
background of events in the Middle Ages. (1941, p. 40).
Fromm claims that many misconceptions about this period of
history are current today. Modern man has tended to distort
the picture of the Middle Ages in two ways. Either it is
characterized by exalters of reason as the '"Dark Ages' or
it is romantically idealized as the '"Golden Age." Although
both viewpoints are related to the truth, they are also
incomplete and inaccurate.

Certain advantages existed in the Middle Ages
which were enjoyed by all, peasants and upper class alike.
The foremost of these was the security which soclety offered
the individual. A person living in the Middle Ages was
assured of a place in the social world.. (1941, p. 41).

Usually social positions in the Middle Ages were
fixed and rigid, limiting freedom. Contrary to current
opinion, however, there was a good deal of individualism

7
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in the Medieval period. Only a limited number of choices
were open to the individual, but in some of the concrete
aspects of life, individualism flourished. Within certain
bierarchical limits, there was even more freedom then than
there is today, although of a different type.

Life was meaningful to those who lived in the
Middle Ages. It possessed a quality of stability which 1is
uokoown to us in the modern day. The man of that time
suffered much in pain, bardship and poverty, but the Church
was able to make his suffering meaniogful. Suffering was a
result of the sin of Adam, but the Church offered an antidote
for sin. It could assure men of God's love and the promise
of 1ife eternal. (1941, p. 42).

of course, diudvantages‘exis:ed duriag that time,

¢ too. The individual paid the price of orderly society and
meaningfulness by being bound to the Church. As a result,
self-awareness in the citizen of that age was lacking.

Hence, the individual existed only as a part of the larger
whole. He was tied to the structure of his society as a
whole, and the Church was the driviog force of that structure.

Authority during the Middle Ages did not deprive

® - the individual of his freedom (as we think of freedom today),
because the "individual™ as we know him did not exist. Man
was related to the world in a primitive way and to coansider
another persoﬁ as an individual bad not, as yet, becowe a

part of their world view.
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Freedom in the Renaissance

During the Renaissance and the Reformation there
came 8 myriad of. changes into this stable society. Most of
the changes were far-reaching, and orderly change was not
the rule of the day.

Basic to the changes of the Renaissance was the
increase in the amount of personal affluence, economic
initiative, and competition. Starting with renewed vigor
in economic activity and spreading political power among
the merchant classes, increments of personal initiative
spread from Italy to the other lower and middle class grodpa
in Europe. Growing individualism snd the discovery of the
self as an "individual" was the result.

However--and this is crucial for Fromm's thesis--
the rising tide of freedom and individualism was accompanied
by a rise of human feelings of fear and powerlessness. The
breakdown of the social structure of the Middle Ages was the
forerunner of additional personal freedom, but the psycholog-
ical cost was the additional burden of social isolation,
{aoner doubt, and psychological insecurity with which the
newly emerged "individual" could hardly cope. (Hall and
Lindzey, 1957, p. 130). Concerning this Promm writes,

It seems that the new freedom brought
two things to them (the wealthy capi-
talists of the Renaissance): an in-
creased feeling of strength and at the
same time an increased isolation, doubt,

skepticism, and--resulting from all
these--anxiety. (1941, p. 48).
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10
Hence the new emphasis on the individual resulted in an in-

creased feeling of isolation and anxiety.

The Rise of Capitalism

Accompanying the radical social changes of the
Renaissance and Reformation era was another far-reaching
development, namely, the growing importance of capital in
industry. Capitalism was foreign to the spirit of the
Middle Ages and the growing awareness of money which capi-
talism fostered resulted in a aeries‘of psychological changes.
Time became important because it represented money. Work
took on new importance and inatitutidns which were "unpro-
ductive" in material goods or services were looked upon with
increasing hostility. The life of the mendicant became un-
acceptable and even immoral. (1941, p. 58).

The desire for "good" in the "next world" was re-
placed by the desire for "success" in this world. Success

io this world was identified with material wealth and goods.

Psychologically the desire for success was a reflection of

the feelings of powerlessness. Material success became a

"sign" of spiritual power, and favor wit!q God, and had the
;5 quality of being a good indicator of one's potential future,
both here and hereafter. .

The new econowy became threatening to man in an-
other way. Often his fate was determined by the "laws" of
the market place over which he as an individual had little
control. The impersonal law replaced the warm personal

4
%
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11
relationships of the small market place during the Middle
Ages. (1941, p. 60).

Capitalism did liberate man in many important ways.
Social position and birth ceased to be primary and became

_ subservient to economic affluence. Money started to "talk."

It was the equalizer of men and now the individual could
achieve higher social status by his own effort. His position
in society was more fluid, and he could move upward in the
aocial organization--a direction which had been previously
difficult. (1941, pp. 61-62).

Froamm concludes that while the new freedom gave
much to modern man in the way of increased opportunity for
self-expression, it destroyed his comfortable and secure
position within society. Manm, with his former feelings of
unity, security, and aalvatior;, was thrown almost violently
ianto a world of new sclen;:e, philosophy, politics, and
religion. Vast forces over which he as an individual had
little control were free, as he was free. Fromm character-
izes the predicawment of man as,

«..8 Stranger thrown into a limitless

and threatening world. The new freedom
is bound to create a deepening insecur-
ity, powerlessness, doubt, aloneness and
anxiety. These feelings must be allevi-

ated if the individual is to function
successfully. (1941, p. 63).

The Reformation Period

At this period in the development of Western

bistory, the Reformation theological systems of Calvin and
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Luther came into existence. These systems carried an appesl
to the groups described by the quotation from Erich Fromm
above. Into the emptiness of their feelings of powerlessness
88 isolated individusls came the doctrines of Lutherinism and
Calvinism with their satisfying "power." They offered solu-
tions which enabled the individual to cope with the rapidly
changiog circumstances, not oaly in economics, but also in
politics and religion. (1941, p. 63).

-1t is the psychological needs and frustrations of
these people which Fromm attewpts to analyze in his approach
to this period. Such a plychoiogical approach to human
thought and system building in philosophical and theological
areas is not a test of the "truth" of such a system. That,
according to Promm, is better Judged by the inherent logical
aoalysis of the systeﬁ. What the psychological analysis does
attempt to do is understand the motivations of both leader and
follower in such movements. The leader is a more clear-cut
example of the psychological factors operating. He repre-
sents in a more extreme wvay the feelings and motives of the
group which follows him. (1941, p. 65).

Luther was, according to Fromm, the typical authori-
tarian personality. His childhood experiences were severe.
His father was harsh in discipline. He was torn between re-~
bollion against, and awe of authority. He was filled with
extreme feelings of powerlessness, aloneness, rejection, un-
worthiness, wickedness, and doubts. He hated and rejected
hinself as a human beiag and others, such as the "rabble"

Or peasants.
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However, before going further in our understand-
ing of the Reformation, it is necessary first to understand
the context of ideas in which Lutheranism arose. To do that
it is necessary to outline the thought of the Middle Ages
againat which Luther and others were in rebellion.

. While certain of the doctrines of the Middle Ages
and those of the Reformation are almost identical in nature
(1941, p. 69), the Middle Ages held to these doctrines a
different spirit. Froum writes,

However, in spite of all the elements
common to the old and the new theology,
the spirit of the Catholic Church had
been essentially different from the
spirit of the Reformation, especially
with regard to the problem of human
dignity and freedom and the effect of
man's actions upon his own fate.

(1941, p. 69).

The doctrine of sin, for example, was taught in
terms of man's corruption, but not in terms of his total
depravity. The doctrine of free will was such that man's
efforts were considered to be of avail in furthering his
salvation, and man's desires vaturally included a certain
longing for salvation and spiritual health, (1941, p. 69).

while representative Catholic theologians like
Augustine and Aquinas taught doctrines similar to the Re-
formation, such as predestination, yet they taught them in
a different spirit, )

However, some of the most representative
theologians like Augustine and Thomas
Aquinas, though holding the views Just

mentioned, (predestination, total de-
_ pravity of man through sin, lack of
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free will), at the same time taught
doctrines which were of a profoundly
different spirit. But although Thomas
Aquinas teaches a doctrine of pre-
destination, he never ceases to empha~
size freedom of will as one of his
fundamental doctrines...he does not
retreat from the doctrine of freedom

of the will and of human effort, as
being of avail for man's salvation, even
though the will itself may need the sup-
port of God's grace. (1941, p. 70).

Hence Medieval theology pl.hced emphasis on man'e capacity

to cooperate in his salvation by his own efforts through
his free will.

As the Middle Ages progressed toward the theology
of later Scholasticism, more emphasis ‘was placed on man's
freedom and cooperative ability regarding salvation. Duns
Scotus, Occam and Biel were examples of theologians who
placed great emphasis on man's free will and de-emphasized
sin's effects ia the corruption of man's nature or the
imago dei in man. Sin was conceived by these men as indi-
vidual action rather than as a state of existence. (1941,
p. 71).

In addition to the later scholastice there was

another group of religious thinkers, the mystics, in whom

is found, writes Fromm, "ideas that differ sharply from
the spirit of the Reformation." (1941, p. 72).

They affirmed the dignity of man and deemed it
good for man to express his whole seif. In contrast to
the emphasis of man's sin, they stressed man's imitation
of God. Man could be God-like. He could aspire to be like

God himself. The mystics were greatly influential in the
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Reformation movement, but much of their thought was ignored

or rejected by the Reformers.
To sum up bhis view of Medieval theology, Fromm

TR ST e e g g

writes,

The Medieval Church stressed the dignity
of man, the freedom of his will, aad the
fact that his efforts were of avail; it
stressed the likeness between God and man
and also man's right to be confideat of
God's love. (1941, p. 73).

R I

In contrast to this, Luther's theology gives ex-

pression to the feelings of the classes which were fighting

AR |

against the authority of the Church and of the new wealthy
£ class. These lower classes were overcome by a feeling of
poverlessness and an insignificance of the individual.

In depriving ti;e Church pf its authority, Luther,
according to Fromm, stressed the subjective nature of reli-
gilous experience and at the same time the responsibility of

] the individual. This side of Reformation thought is worthy

: of praise; however, it left the individual with a great re-

sponsibility for himself and a concomitant feeling of fear

* g

and anxiety over the burdem of such responsibility. (1941,
- p. 74).

The evil and powerlessness of man are expressed in
various doctrines of Luther. He assumed the depravity of.
man's nature. Man's evil nature made it impossible for bim

to do any good deed, and it took away the freedom of the

nnih

will by which man could even choose to do the good deed.

The point of nlva;i.on, as Luther's commentary on the Book

Desm
o
&

of Romans indicates, 1is Hbgn man recognizes that his wiedom,
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bis power and his will are of no effect. (1941, p. 74).

The doctrine of grace expresses man's powerless-
ness to save himself. Man can attain salvation only through
the humbling of himself before God and submitting himself to
His will. Then man can be vindicated by God. He can receive
a justice which is a result of unmerited favor or grace.

Because man is powerless to save himself, he has
no free will toward God. His will is either under the con-
trol of GCod or of Satan. Man is not "Captain of His Soul."
This type of submission is not the last and definitive answer
of Luther, however. For that final answer was Luther's re-
sponse to the nagging doubts which had followed and agitated
bim for over twenty years. His solution was found ultimately
in faith. Man by faith can be sure of God's salvation. By
passive reception from God, this faith can effect man's sal-
vation, his change of will and nature. And, in addition, man
can receive justice because the justice of Christ would replace
his own. (1941, pp. 75-77).

At first one might think that this solution was a
proper one for Luther's doubt. What man could not do by his
limited power, that God could do for him. And because man
could not understand God's actions or his nature by pure rea-
son, it could be apprehended only by faith. Faith could
understand God's plan for salvation and accept it.

On closer inspection, however, the irrational nature
of Luther's faith becomes apparent and finds its origin in
Luther's irrational doubt. (1941, p. 77). Genuine intellaec-

tual doubt has a rational quality, but the irrational doubt
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of Luther was alleviated only by an equally irrational faith

which denied the validity of reason. Fromm says of Luther's

doubt,

This irrational doubt can never be
cured by rational answers; it can only
disappear if the individual becowmes an
integral part of a meaningful world.

If this does not happen, as it did not
bappen with Luther and the middle class
which he represented, the doubt can oaly
be silenced, driven underground, so to
speak, and this can be done by some
formula which promises absolute cer-
tainty. The compulsive quest for
certainty, as we find it in Luther,

is not an expression of genuine faith
but is rooted in the need to conquer
unbearable doubt. (1941, p. 77).

Heace, Luther's irrational doubt could, according to Fromm,
only be conquered by a faith wbich repteséed the uanbearable
feelings of doubt.

Doubt resulting from 1solation and meaningless~
ness is silenced only by the individual.becoming an "instru-
ment" io the hands of an overwhelmingly strong power outside
the self. Luther's power was God's will. Hence the faith of
Luther is not an affirmation of God and reality. It is a
picture of the isolated individual after rebellion. (1941,
pp. 77-79). ’

These doubts of Luther never really were fully
repressed, but continued to plague him through life,

But although he thus succeeded in
silencing his doubts to some exteat,

they never reallg disappeared; up
to Zil last day he had attacks of

3,
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doubt which he had to conquer by

Ezga?dp?fgg;:fe toward submission.
The result of such faith was not freedom for Luther, but it
meant aubmission to mew authority. For example, being free
from the Church meant submission to the God who required
annlhilation of the self. Being free from the authority of
the Pope meant submission to the rule of the state for the
sake of law and order. -

According to Luther, no matter how much the char-
acter of the state was corrupi: or suppressive, it was still
in authority by tbe'uill of God. God would change it when
HBe pleased; in the meanwhile man was to submit. (1941, p. 81).

In short, Luther developed an ambivalent attitude
toward authority; he hated himself, he hated the masses, and
losing the spiritual interpretation of life characteristic
of the Middle Ages, h{e became a blind tool and instrument of
a "power" outside the self. (1941, p. 83).

Turning from Luther's theology to that of Calvin
one finds the same spirit evident. Psychologically they

- were as similar as they were theologically. 1In Calvin man
is also helpless and powerless and his health resides in his
humiliation and self-negation before God. The destruction
of human pride is the core of his theological position.
(1941, p. 84).

He teaches that man is not his own master. Citing
the works of the Apostle Paul, he proposes that we ought not

to thiok that we belong "to ourselves.” We are not our owan,

-
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but rather we are servants of a dictator God. And it often
is “ruinous" to human life to imagine that a person kaows
what is good for him. Rather a man ought to rely o'n God
who is always going before him.

Neither should we depend on ourselves to live the
moral life, says Calvin. We should not strive after virtue
for its own sake as that would lead once more to pride and
self-righteousness. We ought to do. good simply because it
is pleasing to God and for no other reason.

Not only should we not do good works si.npiy for
virtue's sake, but we should also know that works caannot
effect anything toward salvation. It is impossible even
for the "works of the mos:’ religious man" to stand the test
of judgment before a holy and just God. This doctrine em-
phasizes the helplessness of man. Nevertheless, man must
continually strive to live according to God's word with
“unceasing human effort." Activity of this type which can-
aot control the future or contribute to the desired goal
asaumes a compulsory quality in which "the individual has
to be active to overcome his feeling of doubt and powerless-
ness." (1941, p. 91). .

Although the same spirit pervades the theological
position of both Calvin and Luther, two wmain differences
between them are psychologically significant. Calvin's
doctrine of predestination became the cormer stone of his
whole theological system. In Calvin's doctrioe man's works

have no effect on his salvation because God predestines man
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before he comes into this world. A man's salvation is rigid-
ly fixed, and there is nothing he can do about it. God's
predestination of certain men to salvation and others to
damnation is, in the estimation of Fromm, without compassion
or love. It is a Will with the same blind purpose as that
of "fate.” (1941, p. 92).

The significance of this doctrine plychologicaliy
is twofold. First, it is s full expression of man's belpless-
ness, powerlessness and insignificance. A recognition of
this doctrine implies certainty with submission, if the sub-
mission is total. Certainty is the second psychologically
significant part of the doctrinme of predentination.A While

the accent of Calvin's thought is more extrem§ on this posi-

"tion than Luther's, the psychological mechanisms are similar.

That is, by submission, self-humiliation and self-annihila-
tion man is able to find certainty and security to quiet
strong feelings of doubt and helplessness.

The second major difference between Luther and
Calvin is the concern of Calvin over moral discipline. It
is not that the individual can change his fate by his actions.
He cannot. But he can be comforted by the very fact that he
is able to make the effort to lead a virtuous life, as that
is a sign that he belongs to the "saved." The seeking of
“gigns" of salvation, or clues to one's own fate later ex-

tended into the field of material success. If one were

4 successful, that sign would be significant in also predict-

ing one's spiritual future.
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It seems at first that Calvin's doctrine is a
paradox of action and thought. If one can do nothing to
further one's fate, then why make the effort? Psychologi-
clily this question makes sense although logically it is
impossible to answer. Psychologically the quieting of
doubts is accomplished by activity. Vigorous activity
dampens the state of anxiety which comes from uncertainty
over one's future, especially after death. Activity becomes
a means of compensation in which the uncertainty is turned
into certainty by means of compulsive action.

The irrationality of this activity is a further
;ndication of its psychological significance. The irration-
ality of such activity is seen in the predominance of concern
over the successful outcome of tasks as "signs" rather than
as satisfaction in achievement. Achievement is not so im-
portant to the anxious person as i the implication of one's
future fate,

This outlook resulted in an inner compulsion to
work, not to primarily produce for the market place, but to
satisfy an inner compulsion to test the future. It was this
force of ianner compulsion which made much of our modern
societies' capitalistic syatem possible.

One more thing, says Fromm, which Calvin had in
comnon with Luther was his batred for mankind. (1941,

PP. 94-95). However, this hostility was not to be expressed
outwardly by the middle classes of which Luther and Calvin
were leaders, but could only be repressed. It could not even

be consciously felt. (1941, p. 95).
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Therefore, the hatred of Calvia and Luther for
mankind was expressed in indirect ways, such as their doc-
trinal formulations,

Luther lﬁd Calvin portray this all-
pervading hostility. Not only 1in
the sense that these two men, person-
ally, belonged to the ranks of the
reatest haters among the leading
ifurel of history, certainly among
religious leaders; but, which is more
important, in the sense that their
doctrines were colored by this hostil-
ity and could only appeal to a group
itself driven by an intense, repressed
bostility. (1941, p. 95).

Hostility is expressed in three of Calvin's doc-
trines. First, in his doctrine of God which expresses a
projection of middle class hatred. The God who predestines
without reason is a projection of Calvin's hatred and re-
sentment against those who were in power over him or in
disagreement with him. Second, his moral indignation was
actually eavy of those with wealth and power and was ex-
pressed in terms of morality and punishment of the wealthy
in eternity. (1941, pp. 97-98). Third, his expressioa of
bumiliation of such an extreme type was a result of a violent
self-hatred. It did oot stem frog: a love of God. The hatred
which could not be expressed against others, except in dis-
guised form, was turned in upon the self. It emphasized the
wickedness and insignificance of man and appeared under the
cloak of conscience or duty. (1941, p. 98).

" Let us then try and sum up the major aspects of

Froun's theory: The theology of Luther and Calvin were
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reactions i:o the isolation and helplessness felt in the
breakdown of Medieval society. Parts of their systems re-
flect this isolation. The psychological mechanisms of these
doctrines do not test their truth but indicate the needs of
the individual which drew him to such conclusions. An analy-
sis of Lﬁese doctrines reveals which of them represents a
“true faith" and which are rather defense mechanisms to pro-
tect from the unbearable doubt and insignificance resulting
from the dissolution of Medieval society. Such an analysis
is appropriately extended to the classes which followed the
leaders of the Reformation; the psychological difference is
one of intensity, not quality. The leaders are merely more
bold expressions of the feelings common to that day and ex-

pressed in masked form in Reformation thought.
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CHAPTER I1I1I
NONAUTHORITARIANISM IN THE REFORMATION PERIOD
Introduction

As was mentioned in the previous chapter, Erich
Fromm was dealing with what he termed the "negative" as-
pects of Reformation theology. There were, he said, many
legmen-ta of Reformation thought which deserved praise for
their coatribution to much of the freedom present in the
modern day. It was decided to present in this chapter
some of these "positive" aspects of Reformation theology,
especially in the system of Martin Luther. This section
of the study with its emphasis on the nonauthoritarian
elements of the Reformation will serve to ke_ep a balance
of outlook on the subject of authoritarianism in the sys-
tems of the Reformers by pointing out some of the democratic
elements of that time.

In order to touch upon such a vast subject matter,
some form of narrowing of material is necessary. Therefore,
two of the areas which were fairlyAwell agreed upon by the
Reformers will be prelentea which suggest the presence of
tolerant, democratic trends in Reformation thought. These

areas will include: (a) Luther's view of the free con-

s .

science as a source of truth for the individual, and (b)
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Luther's formulation of the doctrine of justification by
faith. Each of these concepts has elements which free man
from the burden of law and ecclesiastical authority. They
lay the foundations for a person to ac;: from spontaneous and

affirmative attitudes toward life and other persons.

Freedom of Conscience

According to Henry Jacobs, Luther's work on The
Freedom of the Christian Man has been called the pearl of
bis writings. (1909, p. 165). In this small book is the

"gum of the Christian life." At the foundation of this
short work is the paradox found in the New Testament that
4 Christian i3 a "free lord" over evefything and subject
to no one; and that a Christian is a minister and servant
of all, and subject to everyone. Compared to this kind
of "freedon" the philosophical problem of the "freedom of
the will" was of little importance to Luther. The Christian
is free from trying to become acceptablé to God by his works
and from submission to religious law. The Christian finds
this freedom through faith. Faith then leads to love.
Luther writes,

Through faith, he (the Christian)

reacbes upuard to God; through love,

downward to his neighbour. Jacobs,

1909, p. 167).

This type of freedom gave Luther both the courage

to act and the confidence of the "rightness“ of such action

by appeal to bis conscience. Luther's steadfastness
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in dangerous situations has been noted by many of his biogra-
phers. He was in grave danger from both secular and ecclesi-
astical powers several times and yet refused to be protected
by the power of the sword offered to him by Fredrick the Wise
or by the League of German Knights. (Walker, 1919, p. 348).

Luther's actions were based upon his conscience.

It was for him the ultimate source of authority, and be could
appeal to nothing bigher. He said,’

Unless 1 am convicted by Scripture

and plain reason--1 do not accept

the authority of the Popes and

Councils, for they have contradicted

each other--my conscience is captive

to the Word of God, I cannot and 1

will oot recant anything, for to go

against conscieace is neither right

por safe. (Bainton, 1956).
Luther was to appeal to his conscience many times in the
crises of his life and when confronted with great political
or religious decisions. (Bainton, 1950, pp. 318-319).

One might wonder about Luther's statement that his
conscience was “"captive to the Word of God." Because of
Luther's great dependence on the Bible as a source of revela-
tion and truth, one might believe that his reference was to
the Bible when he claimed to be "captive to the Word of God."
However, Luther used his own conscience and reason as a judge
of the various levels of quality within the Bible. Hence the
books of Hebrews, James, Jude, and Revelation were, by his

estimate, of inferior worth. (Walker, 1919, p. 349).

Luther's conscience was for him the final court of appeal.
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Were it true that Luther considered only the free-

dom of his own conscience, it would have been of little sig-
nificance as an indicator of democratic tendencies. But
Luther was concerned with the inviolable nature of the con-
science of all wen, and it was his belief that po man should
be forced to believe or confess against the inner witness of
his own conscience. V '

It is apparent that Luther'g concern was that the
individual conscience and reason not be thwarted by religious
or secular authority. Houevei, in this connection a question
arises, namely, "How did Luther reconcile the 'freedom of
conscience' with his belief that the 'will' was pot free?"

To answer the question a good place to begin is
the attack of Erasmus on the theology of Luther. Erasmus
centered on the concept of free will, and in doing so hit
upoo a very crucial point. (Bornkamm, 1958, pp. 12-13).

Some of the differences between the two m?n are accounted
for by the fact that they were concerned over different ele-
ments in the religious life. Erasmus bad a concern for the
moral reform of the Church and with man's moral nature.
Luther, on the other hand, was mainly interested in man's
salvation. Luther did not believe that man lacked free will
in ethical matters. On the contrary, he taught that man was
free to do his duty as a citizen and as a family man and that

one would receive rewards for deeds good or punishment of

deeds sinful. Man's lack of freedom began where God's power

began. (Bainton, 1950, p. 253). That is, because of God's
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sovereignty, man is not free to do as he wills in relation
to Him. Man cannot influence God's 'decisions." Therefore,
salvation of necessity comes from God and not from man's
efforts.

Luther, therefore, believed in a free conscilence
for all men in matters of belief and in the freedom of the
will in relation to ethical decisions, but he did not believe
that man could by his works or efforts affect the Will of God.

Let us try and sum up Luther's views concerning the
freedom of the conscience and of human will. Luther attempted
to judge by his own conscience what was right, and he desired
the same privilege for others. While he did not think man
had freedom to influence God's election, he did believe man
was free and responsible for his actions in human affairs.
These attitudes held by Luther indicate the presence of non-
authoritarian traits, ana they point to the presence of demo-
cratic tendencies within the belief system of the predominant

leader of the Reformation.

Justification by Faith

Luther's doctrines cannot be separated from each
other into artificial dichotomies without a loss of something
along the way. His concept of faith was based upon the author-
ity of the Bible, and that in turn was read in the light of
the individual conscieace. (Hutchison, 1957, p. 78). Hence
in Luther's system faith and freedom of conscience were organ-

ically related to each other, and the concept of faith flowed
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naturally from this emphasis on the individual conscience.

Something else needs to be included in the above
statement, and that is "Jjustification." Justice is closely
related to faith in Luther's thought. He had been deeply
obsessed with this problem and disturbed with the Medieval
definition of God's justice as an attribute which God dis-
played in condemning sinful man. 1In Luther's view, bo;iever,
justice by faith was an objective act and not a Divine attri-
bute. It was an act bf which the redemption of man was
accomplighed. (Atkinson, 1962, p. 25). Luther had come
to this conclusion through his earlier studies of the Bible.
(Bainton', 1956, p. 26). He came to believe that the "Judge
had become Christ, the Crucified. The Judge was also the
Redeemer.” However, Luther's faith was not only the result
of his Biblical studies, but also the product of an intense
inner turmoil and psychological crisis. '

Luti:et bad a profound sense of sinfulness. Some
emotional problems were no doubt present, but there was more.
(Erikson, 1962, p. 261). Luther was in a crisis of “identity"
or "ego integrity"” or, as Erikson describes it, a crisis of
the religious man. Erikson writes,

This integrity crisis, last in the

lives of ordinary men, 18 a life-long
and chronic crisis of a homo religiosus.
He is always older, or io early years
suddenly becomes older, than his play-
mates or even his parents and teachers,
and focuses in a precocious way oo what
it takes others a lifetime to gain a
mere iokling of: the questions of how to
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escape corruption in living and
how, in death, to give meaning to
life. (1962, p. 261).

Religious earnestness in early life was a part of Luther's
development, and, it wmay be noted, of Calvin's life, too.
(Harkness, 1958, p. 4).

The profound emotional experience of Luther is
not to be understood as the norm for religious men. Rather
it was an experience which comes to relatively few religious
seekers and cannot be applied as a universal test of the
validity of one's religion. Of this inner experience of

Luther, Williston Walker notes,

No theoretic considerations made Luther
a reformer. He was driven by the force
of a profound inward experience to test
the beliefs and imstitutions around him.
The profundity and ncbility of Luther's
experience cannot be doubted...Maoy men,
however, while sincerely desirous of
service to God and their generation,
have no such sense of personal forgive-
ness, no such soul-stirring depth of
feeling, no such childlike trust...For
them 'justification by faith alone' 1s
either well-nigh meaningless, or becomes
an intellectual assent to religious
truth. (1919, pp. 339-340).

. While Walker asserts that such experiences as

Luther had could not be universally applied as a religious
test, still Luther's search for a gracious God has, to some
extent, universal validity in that it forms a basic part of
religious experience. Luther did not "invent" the problems

with which he was concerned, because many before him had
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tried to solve the very same dilemmas. Concerning Luther's
quest after forgiveness and acceptance before God Bornkamm

states,

Luther invented neither the question
concerning a gracious God nor the answer
to it...Only one thing was extraordinary
in Luther's case: That he took every-
thing literally and seriously, both the
question and the answers. He followed
the course to its end; it was not in him
to stop halfway or to forego a solution
and an answer. (1958, pp. 78-79).

In a sense then Luther was dealing with a problem
universal to religion. Erikson, however, goes a step further
by indicating that Luther was dealing with an "eternal human
problem.” Luther's solution of justification by faith was
a dynamic reformulation of faith indicating theological great-

ness "of the first order."” Of Luther's formulation he states,

His (Luther's) basic contribution was
a living reformulation of faith. This
marks him as a theologian of the first
order; it also indicates his struggle
with the ontogenetically earliest and
most basic problems of life...The re-
lation of faith and law, of course, is
an eternal bhuman problem, whether it
appears in questions of church and
state, mysticism and daily morality,
or existential aloneness and political
comnitment. (1962, p. 257).

Luther's doctrine of justification by faith was
~ developed through two channels: (a) Through Luther's

2
.
i
Za
{2

study of the Bible and its theological formulations,

especially in the Psalms and in the works of the Apostle

Paul, and (b) through ‘his own inner turmoil and search for
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psychological and spiritual peace, forgiveness and accept-
ance. E
The former Biblical source resuvlted im a concept of
justification by which God acts to save man. It was Luther's
view of what objectively happened in the person and work of

Christ as a divine-human figure. The latter, {inner source

resulted more in a way of life than a logical formulation.
Yet it harmonized with the former and gave Luthef an inner
confirmation within his conscience of the doctrine be had
discovered through his early Biblical studies. i
This doctrine was not an answer to a psychological
problem which Luther invented to solve his own unique per-
sonal and ontological problems of existence. It speaks to i

a universal religious and human problem. By 1its very nature

"justification by faith" as a way of 1ife leads to an affir-
mation of this world, this life and of other human beings.
(McGiffert, 1911, pp. 176-177). ‘

The complexity of this human existential problem

which Luther's doctrine of "justification by faith" attempts

to solve is very great. No solution can be simple because

the doctrine implies that the norms of human existence and
behavior are relative and cannot be fixed by law. Commenting
upon this Reiohold Niebuhr writes,

Despite the religious profundity of

this conception of a human spirit,

which transcends all circumstances
snd norms so much as to be responsible

¥

.
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to no one but God, Protestantism
frequently contributed to anarchy
of modern life by its inability to
suggest and to support relative
standards and structures of social
virtue and political justice.
(1948, pp. 60-61).

Luther's doctrine of justification implies, therefore, both
the importance of the individual's responsibility and bis
uniqueness which, if it is to be preserved, camnot be guided
by fized laws or general rules. (Niebuhr, 1948, p. 60).

The emphasis on the individual's immediate respon-
sibility to God "implies and develops," according to Niebuhr,
a strong anti-legalism. Beside that, it heightens the in-
finite possibilities of human actions for both good and evil,

The Protestant Christian sense of the
jndividual's immediate respoasibility to
God implies and develops a strong anti-
legalism; not only because it is felt
that no particular external oorm can
guarantee the quality of motives which
prompt the conforming deed, but also be-
cause legal and rational moral oorms are
regarded as inadequate guildes of virtue
amidst the infinite possibilities of
good and evil which every action pre-
sents in both its internal and external
facets. (Niebubr, 1948, p. 60).
It appears then that the concept of "justification by faith"
which places the relationship between man and God on an in-
dividual basis produces anti-legalism. This in turn places
an emphasis on the individual and his uniquenasi as he faces

a particular occasion or decision. Such a view of man's
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nature implies his great possibilities as a responsible
being and as a free being.

The complexity of such a doctrine ought to suggest
possible reservations with regard to Fromm's interpretation
of freedom, or lack of it, in the Reformation.- It appears
that many aspects of Reformation thought require emphasis
on the individual, his responsibility, and his freedom, and
it may be that no adequate concept of freedom or "authori-
tarianiso' within that era i3 complete without a considera-
tion of all the facets of the particular doctrines involved.

This short summary of nonauthoritarian teundencies
in the Reformation suggests the systems of that era contained
many elements which supported human freedom. Furthermore, it
suggests that any impartial understanding of the Reformation
period should maintain a balanced view which includes both

the "authoritarian" and "nosauthoritarian' trends.
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CHAPTER 1V
A SURVEY OF RECENT LITERATURE ON AUTHORITARIANISM
Introduction

A coocrete definition of the "authoritarian
personality” is difficult to comstruct. (Christie, 1954).
The work being focused upon the phenomenon of authori-
tarian coumitment in recent years has mainly been an
attempt to outline a suitable model for the authoritarian
personality. Heoce the analysis of authoritarian trends
within personality has fluctuated rapidly.

Each new discovery seems to open new vistas of
inquiry for the investigator, and the end is not in sighe.
However, one may venture to make a cursory outline of the
"authoritariao personality" from the general knowledge
which has been gathered through past iovestigations and
theoretical model building. In general, the authoritarian
personality is characterized by the following traits: (a)
an uncritical acceptance of the subjective and emotional as
4 protection against threatening reality, (b) the narrowing
and limiting of mat-wich 1s perceived and conceived in
the realms both of fact and of beliefs, (c) the rejection
of the abstract and indefinite and the concretizing of

35
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vague, amorphous and generalized concepts, (d) rigidity and
compulsive behavior in the solution of manual and abstract
problems, and (e) the subjective emotional state of hostil-
ity, rejection of self and others, anxiety and fear.
(Fromm, 1941, 1947; Maslow, 1943; Rokeach, 1948, 1954,
1956; Sartre, 1956).

The history of the study of authoritarianism as
it relates to personality has been short but swift. After
World War II Jean-Paul Sartre, the able existential poet,
writer, critic and social philosopher wrote an essay on
prejudice against the Jews. This essay, "The Anti-Semite

and Jew,"

created a tremendous stir in France im 1946, and
later in the United States.

Sartre portrays the Anti-Semite as a person ob-
sessed by savage passion which 18 transformed into hostil-
ity directed against the Jew; the compulsive oeed to express
such hostility toward an “outgroup" is revealed by Sartre
when he states that if the authoritarian did not have a Jew
to bate be would need to invent him. Sartre thusnlifts
prejudice out of the specific social context and places it

" in & generalized form.

Erich Fromm, whose works are the major concern of
this digsertation, was an early leader in the analysis of
the sutboritarian character. (1941). His understanding of

g the broad areas of theology, philosophy, and psychology bas

made bim an exceptionally good eritic of modern authoritarian
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patterns of thought and behavior. As early as 1936 his

interest was centered on the subject. (1936).
Since much of his theory regarding authoritar-
-1aninm was outlined in Chapter 1I, it will not be necessary
to repeat his basic concepts here. However, it would be
well to add some words about his concept of "rational" and
“{rrational' authority.
Writing in the Sane Society (1954), Fromm draws
a distinction between the two types of authority by stating
that the irrational authority is an inhibiting and impersonal
thing while the rational authority is justified and
self-liquidating. The irratiooal tends to perpetuate
itself for its own sake and the rational tends to produce
growth in the "inferior person" within the relationship so
that eventually the authoritarian nature of the relationship
disappears.
In a situation of rational authority a feeling of
gratitude and admiration are present, but in the irrational,

feelings of hostility develop. These are either suppressed

P
kb

or directed against an outgroup. Defense mechanisms develop

which function to alleviate the painful and threatening
possibility of open expression of hostility within the
ingroup and to soften the experience of hymiliation.
Attempting to distinguish another facet of the
authoritarian personality, Erich Hoffer im his book The
True Believer describes the distinction betueén the pseudo-

believer and the genuine believer. The same beliefs can
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bold a person but in different ways, some of which are sin-
cere, genuine and consistent, some of which are not. (1951).
The pseudo-believer or fanatic is described by Hoffer as a
person who is willing and ready to accept a cause even at
the price of life itself, yet without critical analysis of
the foundations of that cause. Most authoritarian mass move-
ments bave similar patterns and characteristics and develop
adherents which strive for united action, breed fanaticism,
fervent hope, and violent hatred.

The authoritarian mind arises, says Hoffer, in the
individual who has lost faith in himself, has nothing which
is meaningful in bis life, holds an intense fear of life
slipping away, and needs a substitute for his own loss of
hope. This latter need places great stress on the iﬁportance
of the future and the concept of progress. Great frustration
arises within the individual who has nothing to look forward
to, and mass movements promise relief from this despair by a
promise of future bappiness. Since frustration spoils the
enjoyment of the present, pleasure and comforts cannot re-
duce the painful psychological conflict, and therefore
promises of future happiness become powerful incentives.

While each of these theories by Sartre, Fromm, and
Hoffer added to our understanding of the anti-d#mocratic
personality, nevertheless, a need arose for a more scienti-
fic methodology to further analyze thé personality structure
of intolerant and authoritarian persons. An appropriate
method was developed at the University of California at
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Berkley where the main concern was a study of prejudice,

especially prejudice against the Jews. The next section
will deal with some of the developments stemmning from
this work by the California group;

The Development of Authoritarian Scales

The above theories have developed out of what
one might call the "cultural method.” They stem from
keen hnighé and analysis of the nature of man and society.
To this type of analysis the California group, primarily
composed of Adorno, Frenkel-Brunswik, Levinson, aand San-
ford, added techniques of opinion survey and attitude
weagsurement to give the study of authoritarianism more
scientific validity. (Adorno et al,, 1950, p. llf).

Their studies were initiated to demonstrate that
an individual's attitudes toward minority groups are inter-
related, forming a consistent pattern, and that these
attitudes are an expression of basic character trends
which, considered as a whole, may be termed the "Author-
itarian Personality." 6ne phase of their work was basged
on & series of scales constructed to measure attitudes
dealing with three broad areas of social concern: ethno-
centrism, anti-ﬁemitism and anti-democratic tendencies.

The authors guided themselves in the construction of these
scales by the assumption that the economic, political, and
social {vievn of an individual form a coherent and discern-

able pattern. The basic hypothesis is that the individual
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is most susceptible to the ideologies which best express

his personality need structure. (Frenkel-Brunswik, et al.,

1947).

The Anti-Semftic Scale

In constructing these scales, the California group
relied on an analysis of the probable content and organiza-
tion of the attitude in question. They prepared items on
anti-Semétic sentiment which they felt bore on the follow-
ing leading ideas: (a) The “offensiveness' of Jews, (b)
the "threatening" character of the Jews, (c) the need to
segregate the Jew regarding employment, education, resi-
dence and social interaction, (d) the "intrusiveness" of
the Jews, and (e) their refusal to assimilate into the ways
of the wider community. The scale consisted of five sub-
parts, each of which dealt witn one of the views just
described.

The question of major interest was: Do indivi-

duals display a readiness to accept anti-Semitic ideology

as 8 whole? Levinson (Adormo, et al., 1950, pp. 101-104)

suggests that apparently they do, for subs;antially bigh
correlations were found among the sub-scales. Of parti-
cular 1nter§st was the quite bigh correlation between
antithetical subparts of the scales which dealt respec-
tively with Jeuiab.“secluslv;nesa" and the need to "segre-
gate" Jews which indicated a basic rational contradiction
in the individuals' attitude system.

Lee, L. C., 1963a: An Investigation of Erich Fromm's Theory of Authoritarianism,
Claremont Graduate School Dissertation 1963, 115 pp.




Propriety of the Erich Fromm Document Center. For personal use only. Citation or publication of
material prohibited without express written permission of the copyright holder.

Eigentum des Erich Fromm D g nur for liche Zwecke.
Ver6ffentlichungen — auch von Teilen U der schriftli is des il

41

Having constructed a scale which purported to
measure anti-Semitic attitudes, the California group
attempted an interpretation of the nature of'prejudiced
attitudes by an analysis of the content of subjects’
responses. They found that the intolerant individual
tended to agree with those statements which were ster-
eotyped, rigidly adhered to middle class values, regarded
one's own group as morally superior to the outgroup, ex-
aggerated the seriousness of moral deviation, and empha-
sizeq dominance and power. »

Realizing the narrow scope of this écale (called
the A-S or anti-Semitic scale), thg California group was
ready to détermine whether these findings were confined to
a particular grbup or to outgroups as a whole, i.e., whether
the exclusive attitudes of the 1n£olerant person were direct-
ed at the outgroup'regardless of the racial or ideological
context. To do this the associates of the California group
constructed a scale which dealt with hostility toward oum-
erous other minorities and administered the scale to the

same subjects used in the original study on the A-S scale.

The Ethnocentricism Scale

The Ethnocentrism (E) scale, as the new scale was
called, was divided into several sub-groups of items or
sub-scales, as the A-S scale had béen. However, these
sub-scales deélt with attitudes towérd minorities. They
were: (a)‘The Negro scale or "N" scale, (b) the Minority

scala'or the "M" scale dealing with minorities other than
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Negroes and Jews, and (c) a Pseudopatriotism scale which
contained items dealing with international relations’
describing the United States as the ingroup in relation
to other nations portrayed as outgroups.

The statistical treatment of the data obtained
revealed a high reliability coefficieat, bigh intercorrela-
tion of subjects on all sub-scales, and high correlation
between the E scale and the original A-S scale. These
£findiogs seemed to point to a coumon factor among them.
Consequently they postulated a universal prejudicial fac-
tor and concluded that one can speak of a general attitude
of outgroup rejection and ingroup acceptance, of which
attitudes toward particular minority or outgroups are

only a part. (1950, p. 122).

The Fascism Scale

Soon, however, it became evident to the California
group that they were dealing with deeper dispositions of
personality than even the E scale measured. They attempted
to ferret out the motivating forces behind prejudice through
clinical techniques. They extensively interviewed the sub-
jects. scoring io the upper and lower quartiles of the scales,
and as a result, they attempted to gonstruct a scale which
would be free of content and context limitations and measure
the generalized thought and emotional patterns of the in-
tolerant personality. The outcome was & new scale called

the Fascism scale or the "F" scale.
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The investigators postulated from their now rather
broad knowledge of the intolerant personality certain com-
ponents which might make up the Fascist or the "anti-demo-
cratic" syndrome. Sowe of the dominant syndrome components
were: (a) Conventionalism: The superficial and rigid ad-
herence to conventionality based not upon internal conviction
but on external pressure to conformlt;; (b) Authoritarian
Submission: An ambivalent attitude toward authority in which
the person has a desire both to submit to authority and to

dominate by means of authority; (c) Authoritarian Aggression:

A hostility toward the outgroup which expresses itself in
that manner because of fear of expression within the ingroup;

(d) Reduction of Value: A devaluation of the human and ani-

pate and an over-valuation of physical things and "I-1t"

relationships; (e) Superstition and Stereotype: A tendency

to assign responsibility for events to external, frequently

supernatural and simplified causes; (f) Destructiveness and

Cynicism: A pessimistic outloock on life which arises from
the lack of self-esteem and the need to externalize self-

hatred; (g) Hostility Projection and Ego-Alien Sexuality:

The pessimistic outlook about life and human pature in gen-
eral, accompanied by strong sexual 1mpuises which the subject
feels are in danger of getting out of control. (Adorno et al.,
pPP. 222-241).

The resulting scale was analyzed by the split-half
reliability test and turned out to be highly reliable.
(r=+.90). Correlation of the F scale with the E, A-S
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scales was .73, .53 respectively. These relationships indi-
cated that the F scale was measuring factors common to the

previous scales and hence, it was assumed to be measuring

B R L T SR

more fundamental aspects of authoritarianism of which the
other scales merely represented facets., (Adorno et al.,

1950, p. 263). Later correlational studies varied from

these high scores and it was possible to speak about com-
mon factors between authoritarianism and ethnocentricism
only in a tentative manner.

In order to discover deeper underlying personality
dynamics within the highly prejudiced or unprejudiced indi-
vidual, the high and low quartile scorers on the E, A-S, and
F scales vere interviewed using clinical techniques. The
subjects selected were from twelve of the thirty or forty
socioeconomic groups tested. In all about one hundred were
interviewed. The material covered in the interviews was:
(a) vocation, (b) income, (c) religioﬁ, (d) clinical data,
(e) politics, (f) minorities Qnd “'race."

i The interviews covered many of the areas already
3 tested by the previously devised scales. However, the in-
terview revealed a great deal more information about the
nature of the personality dynamics operating in both the
prejudiced and unprejudiced individual. Interviews were
"scored" by a classification method which included about

) oninety categories for women, alightly—leaa for men. In
addition, the interviewers were asked to rate intuitively
their opinion of the interviewee. They were asked to give
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their impression as to whether the subject was pfejudiced
or not (Adorno, et al., 1950, p. 328). The category rating
and the intuitive ratings were high in agreement, being
around 85% on the average. (1950, p. 472).

The resulting findings of the interviews con-
firmed and extended the findings discovered by attitude
questionnaire scales. In general the interviews revealed
the following different themes of personality structure

between the.high and low scorer: (a) Repression vs. Aware-

ness: The prejudiced individual was disposed to defend
himself by rejecting the unacceptable impulses within him-
self and hence failed to integrate them within a consistent

self image; (b) Externalization vs. Internalization: The:

high and low scorers tend to look in opposite directions
for support of their defense mechanisms. The high scorers
are externalizers who project their feared impulses onto
the outside world and hence become fearful of the 'real"
world which reflects their own instinctual tendencies. The
low scorers are more introspective and tend to blame them-
selves and are prone to guilt and anxiety; (c) Power vs.
Love-Orientation: Related to the values of conventionalism
for the high scorer are the feelings of ambivalence toward
authority and power and the use of achievement and status for
a sign of success, ifn contrast to the enjoyment of achieve-
ment itself which is characteristic of low scorers; (d)

Rigidity vs. Flexibility: The high scorer or prejudiced

person tends to take over the conventional cliches and
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values and avoids ambiguities by rigid mental sets which
become a palisade constructed to keep his anxieties in

check; (e) Conventionalism vs. Genuineness: High scorers

seem to need external support which may come either from
authorities or from general public opinion. They need
this support in order to reach assurance concerning what
is right and what i{s wrong. The low scorers on the other
hand are more equalitarian and less idealizing of parents
and other authorities, but more worried about their self
evaluation, friendship, and conflicts associated with
tension in human relationships. (Adorno, et al., 1950,
pp. 468-476).

This brief outline of the "interviev.technique"
is not essentially germane to the purpose of this study
since the plan of this experiment included only the ques-
tionnaire method. However, it does have a relationship
in its indication of the added effectiveness achieved by
combining methods of study to enhance the knowledge gained
from a single technique. The Adormo et al., study is
analogous in thii respect to the one attempted here, in
which historical analysis and aﬁtitude questionnaires are
applied to confirm hypotheses of broad cultural movements
and the related personality dynamics associated High those
movements. The Adorno et al., studies combine the nomothetic
and‘ideogruphic ‘approaches to psychological investigation,
thereby increasing the understanding of the authoritarian

phenomenon.
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Raturning to the main point of this section, which

is the F scale as an‘attitude measurement tool, one can re-
port that the scale has been under intensive investigation
since 1its inception over a decade ago and that much material
has been gathered which appears both to support its uanderly-
ing hypotheses and also to throw doubt upon them. It is

appropriate to turn to results of these investigations now.

Critical Evaluation of the Fascism Scale

Many criticisms have been directed toward the
studies of Adorno et al.,which center on different points’
of the original study. Generally they fall into two cate-
gories: (a) Those directed at the coancept of authoritar-
ianism in general, and (b) those dealing specifically with
one or more of the individual s;:eles developed by the study.

The general methodology has been criticized by
Shills for its lack of a conception of "left" authoritar-
ianism as opposed to "right" authoritarianism. (Christie &
Jahoda, 1954). Simpson and Yinger (1958, pp. 95-96) criti-
cized the general methodology for its lack of refinement and
its inadequate theoretical assumptions. dxtistie and Garcia
(1951) deplored the lack of proper sampling with the over-
abundance of California subjects. Christie again stated that
there 1is no unifying undgrlyiug hypothesis, that the use of
the term authoritarianism is hishl} operational and that it
is, in fact, never really defined in the whole volume publish-
ed by the California group. (Christie & Jaboda, 1954). The
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over-all adequacy of the theoretical assumptions have been
most completely challenged by Milton Rokeach, whose writings
will be dealt with later in this section. (1948, 1951, 1952,
1956, 1957, 1960). '

Of course, there is a great deal of experimental
support for the validity of the F scale. Christie (1954,

P. 152) reports that 138 German prisoners during the second
World War were tested by the F scale. Of these 68 were pro
and 73 were anti-Nazi by their own admission. Those scoring
high on the F scale were differentiated by their pro-Nazi
confirmation and those scoring low by their rejection of
Nazism. Personality differences were found between the

lows and bighs in that the highs were characterized by ten-
derness taboo, sadism, homosexual trends, projection, anxiety,
low identification with the mother and a lack of rebellion
against the father.

Himmelhoch (Christie, 1954, p. 129) derived a
Rorschach scoring scheme which produced a bigh correlation
|-ritb the F scale. This Rorschach index val:applied to Germans
at the Nuremberg trial, e.g., Goering, and was found to be
high in all seven cases. ‘

In spite of these confirmatioas of the validity
of the F scale, several methodological critiques remain.

The most damaging critique against the F scale is: ‘'What
does it test?" It is unclear whether the F scale is test-

iog one thing or several things at the same time. Eysenck

o
4
‘k‘f
[
&
o

(1954) believes that there is a unidimensionality in the
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test and that it is testing a homogeneous personality con-
struct. French and Ernest (1955) disagree and find in their
studies several dimensions.

In this connection it might be well to cite Bass'
(1954) study of response set. Responding to Cronbach's idea
that vague items would result in a "'set”" response, Bass
developed a G scale which stated the items of the F scale
in opposition to the originals, and he concluded,

Performance on the F scale has less

to do with the content validity of the
items than with the response set to
acquiesce to any generalizations about
social issues--authoritarian or equal-
itarian. (Bass, 1954).

This material was reviewed by Christie, Havel and
Seidenberg (1958). They found acquiescence in college fresh-
men and concluded that certain groups, especially younger
aged ones, were prone to conformity because they have not as

.yet diacriminatéd and internalized their beliefs.

In addition, théy concluded that acquiescence is
not so simple a construct as a "yes" and "no" ieaponse.
Logically reversible items, like those of Bass, are not
necessarily so psychologically. They utilized an item
analysis to dévelop a revised F scale which discriminated
waximally between high and low scorers on the F aéale. They
found no response set among persons scoring low on the F
scale, but they found a diverse pattern of response for

" the high scorers: (a) Those with authoritarian traltu‘
vho were not affected by response set, and (b) those with
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confused party beliefs having a tendency to agree with
liberal as well as authoritarian 1ideas.
Gregory (1957), whose sample was also largely
, composed of college students, found that in a religious
E scale he constructed, items more highly correlated with
.the F scale were those expressing limpnle, literal, and
concrete orthodoxy. High F scorers tende:d to reject
philosophical statements regardless of the content.
Hence the most reasonable conclusion regarding
the F scale seems to be that artifacts of a technical and
theoretical nature do probably exist, but that their nature
is not yet completely clear. (Christie & Cook, 1958).

The Dogmatism Scale

Perhaps the most conclusive and penetrating cri-
tique of the theoretical agsumptlons underlying the F scale
and the concept of authorit;arianism bas come from Milton
Rokeach of Michigan State University. His earliest crici-
cism was twofold: (a) That the rigidity inherent in
ethnocentric persons' manner of problem solutions in social

contexts is not an isolated phenomenon, but will be seen to

5 T ARG

manifest itgself in the solution of any problem--gocisl or

non-social, and (b) that the problem solving technique

7

utilized by the rigid individual will be specific and con-

crete in nature rather than abstract and general; This

latter hypothesis was based upon his interpretation of

clinical and brain damaged cases as well as persons with
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low-level intelligence scores. (Rokeach, 1948).

To check these criticisms, high and low scorers
on the E scale were given simple mathematical problems to
solve involving a limited number of water jars and the
problem of obtaining a final amount of water by manipula;
tion of these jars and the original source of water. It
was found that a significant difference existed between
the two groups when the problem was changed to a more
simple combination to see i1f the subject would alter his
Einstellung or set. The highs were far more likely to
continue in their learned technique, showing the rigidity
which Rokeach had predicted. Other tests were given and
found also to confirm this finding. 1In addition, the con-
crete vs. abstract type of solution was tested by means of
a pencil and paper test, and the high scorers again were
more concrete and mechanical in their solutions of simple
mathematical problems.

In order to further check on his eriticisms,
Rokeach turned to the question of abstractions and speci-
fics in belief systems. He reasoned that the more rigid
and authoritarian person would generalize, or as he calls
it, stereotype, in specifics while the less authoritarian
would deal in abstractions. ' For example, the rigid person
would stereotype "Catholics" in relation to some attitude,
while the less rigid would abstract to "Catholicism." In
addition, he developed the idea that those with leas ability

to deal in abstractions would concretize abstractions of
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belief systems and embody them by "personification."
Rokeach calls this a ''reification" of abstractions by
-thc use of gerunds such as "trying" or pronouns such as
"yho" or "which" when attempting to define abstract con-
cepts. (1951).

Rokeach was surprised to find that many in the
lower quartile on prejudice scores were high in reifica-
tion. "Why?" he asked. He concluded it was becausge
“tolerant" persons are often dogmatic in their beliefs.
Therefore, he divided his concept of generai rigidity
into two factors: (a) Rigidity, which applied to the
concrete and manual level of problem solving and behavior,
and (b) dogmatism, which applied to the method of organ-
izing and holding belief systems. He then asked the

* question, "Can dogmatism be isolated, operationalized,
and measured?"

Rokeach began by defining dogmatism as, "a hy-
pothetical cognitive state which mediates objective real-
ity within the person.” (1954). Dogmatism deals with
general tasks and human relations, while rigidity deals
with the things and the specific tasks of concrete problem
solving. However, since the phenomenon of dogmatism ap-
pears in many areas of life such as politics, religion,
and academics, the content of belief systems is not so
significant for one's understanding as is the structure.
If one knows the structure, he can understand the general

dynamics of belief systems with divergent content.

52
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How are belief systems generally organized?

Rokeach claims that systems are organized along a con-
tiouum which has two major poles: The true and the false.
The true and the false may be better labeled the "belief™

E and the "disbelief” systems because what 1is 'true" or

; "false'" depends on what the person holds to be true or
false. How a person perceives a fact to be related to
the "truth" determines how it will be incorporated into
the system.

In addition to the main continuum of belief
systems which extends between the major poles of belief
and disbelief, Rokeach feels that there is another coa-
tinuum extending between the poles of "open" and 'closed.™
The "openness" of a sysfem iadicates how readily it will
incorporate new data. The “open-to-closed" contiouum is
a joint function of: (a) The degree of interdependence
among the parts of the whole, (b) the degree of inter-
dependence of the central and peripheral regions, and
(c) the organization of the belief systems along a time
continuum. (Rokeach, 1954).

What part does content play in a belief system?
The "ultimate authority" of a belief system, according to
Rokeach, 18 a formal conteat which is located centrally
along the belief-disbelief continuum. That is, beliefs
which are held to be finally true are at the center of
belief systems, and less significant or noobeliefs are

located at the periphery of the system. It is the central
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belief or beliefs which generate one's general attitudes
toward life and people.

Taking into consideration the content and struc-
ture of belief systems in the model above, it is now possible
to outline a theory of dogmatism. Dogmatism is: (a) A
relatively closed system of beliefs about reality, (b)
organized around a set of central beliefs coancerning ab-
solute authority which, (c) provide a framework of patteras
for tolerance and intoleraace. (Rokeach, 1954).

BEvery individual, according to the above defini-
tion, is dogmatic to some extent. The amount that dogmatism
exists in an individual 1is represented by his position along
the "open" to "closed" continuum. Therefore, the major ques-
tion arises: '"What are the factors which contribute to open
or closed systems and determine the amount of openness or
closedness?" Rokeach says that the degree of closedness of
a system is based on: (a) Isolation of the parts of a
whole belief-disbelief system from one another, or the
amount of separation between a person's knowledge of the
system he "believes”" and the system he does 'not believe,"
(b)- the discrepancy between the degree of differentiation
among the belief and disbelief systems, or the individual's
capscity to differentiate among those systems which he dis-
believes compared to the degree of knowledge about his own
belief system, (c) the amount the central and iantermediate

belief systems are interrelated with the peripheral systems

8o that the reception of new information contrary to one's

Lee, L. C., 1963a: An Investigation of Erich Fromm's Theory of Authoritarianism,
Claremont Graduate School Dissertation 1963, 115 pp.



Propriety of the Erich Fromm Document Center. For personal use only. Citation or publication of
material prohibited without express written permission of the copyright holder.

Eigentum des Erich Fromm D g nur for liche Zwecke.
Ver6ffentlichungen — auch von Teilen - bedi der schriftli is des il

55
antral authority will, 1if perceived to be true, effect a

sang= in both the peripheral beliefs and the central author-
2y r=ferent, and finally, (d) the amount of narrowing of the
=“me perspective and sources of stimuli which would suggest
=ang=e within the central belief system. (Rokeach, 1954;
360, pp. 47-51). 4 .

Other general characteristics of belief systems
aclude: (a) Gradients from similar to less similar beliefs
Long the belief-disbelief continuum, (b) relative distance
= bediefs from the central "absolute'" authority beliefs, and
:) c=ganization of systems in past, present and future dimen-
cons of time. 4

From the general concepts of dogmatism outlined
move., Rokeach derives certain postulates which express his

rrstemm with greater systematic precision. They are:

I. The greater the dogmatism, the greater the

solation of .the belief and disbelief systems and also the

ceatwsr the isolation within the belief systems themselves.

xud therefore,

A. The greater the difference between the
belief and disbelief systems.

B. The more irrelevant the arguments point-
ing to similarities of the belief and
disbelief systems.

C. The stronger the denial of facts contra-

dictory to the belief system.
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D. The more coexis;'ance of contradictory

beliefs because of isolation in the sub-

parts.

p II. The greater the dogmatism, the stronger and

more violent the rejection of contradictory facts and systems.

And therefore,
’ A. The greater the similarity of a disbelief
:isten, the greater the threat and the
stronger the rejection.

B. The less the éompromise.

III. The greater the dogmatism, the greater relative

distance between belief and disbelief systems. And therefore,

A. The less the knowledge of other systexs.
B. The more d;ubelief systems will be per-

ceived as similar to each other.

IV. The greater the dogmatism, the less the

permeability on the continuum from the central toward the

peripheral belief systems. And therefore,

é,’ A. The better the communication within the
central parts and the poorer the communi-
cation within the peripheral parts.

1. The more peripheral the change the
more isolated the change.

2. The peripheral parts arlo arranged not
so much according to logic but accord-
ing to the relation with the central
uthoﬁty.
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a. If the central belief system is

logical the peripheral will be
organized logically also.
b. If the central belief system is
.»1llogica1 the peripheral system
will be organized illogically also.

B. The .more difficulty in changing peripheral
beliefs which, 1if changed, would threaten
the structure of the central authority
belief systems.

C. The greater the assimilation of facts by
altering them to fit the central authority
belief system.

D. The more narrow the contact with stimuli
likely to contradict the central authority
of the belief s}stem.

V. The greater the dogmatism, the poorer the organ-

ization of the belief systems along a time continuum. And

therefore,
A. The more important the future as a promise
of happiness.
B. The stronger the belief in a knowledge of
the fut;.ure.
C. The stronger the belief in force to bring

future hopes into being.
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Having dealt with Rokeach's theory about the
structure and content of dogmatism, there remains yet the
necessity to mention briefly the function of authoritarian
thought and belief. The main functions are two: {a) Dog-
matic thinking makes it possible for the individual to ward
off threatening aspects of reality; and (b) 1t represénts
the need of the individual to organize and understand reality.
However, the individual's need to understand reality is sub-
servient to the need to keep authoritarian concepts intact
and hence protect himself from threatening intrusions.

Therefore, the rational organization of any system
may attract the dogmatic authoritarian and serve as protection
against threatening forces. However, the dogmatic person 1is
more likely to attach to belief systems which have anti-demo-
cratic conteat if such are at hand. (Rokeach, 1956).

To sum up: Rokeach's concept of dogmatism includes
a generalized rigidity in the solution of specific tasks and
a generalized dogmatism regarding the nature of attitudes and
buman relations. Dogmatism relates to abstraction while
rigidity relates to concreteness in huﬁan behavior. Dogma-
tism bas a structure, a content, and a function. The structure
may be conceived primarily in terms of central to peripheral
belief and disbelief systems which are either in open communi-
cafion and flexible, or isolated and fixed. The content may
be any system of thought which will serve the function of
authoritarian thinking although it is most likely to be
anti-democratic in content. The function of dogmatic thinking

-
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is to defend the individual against forces in reality or
society and at the same time to enable him to fulfill his

need to organize and understand the nature of reality.

Developing an Attitude Scale to Measure Dogmatism

Having formulated his theory, Rokeach set out to
attempt an "isolation and measurement of dogmatism.” 1In
order to do this he constructed the D or Dogmatism scale
for the primary purpose of measuring differences in open-
ness and closedness of systems of belief. It was assumed
that such a measure would also serve to measure general
authoritarianism and intolerance. (Rokeach, 1960, pp. 71-72).

The primary criterion for an item on the D scale,
aside from its capacity to measure authoritarianism, was
that it "be designed to transcend specific ideological
positions in order to penetrate to the formal and structur-
al characteristics of all. positions." An item on the D
scale was intended to measure authoritarianism regardless
of the many diversities of the content of the belief system.

The Dogmatism scale went through five editions
beginning with 89 items, and finally in form E it contained
40 of the best items. The final 40 items dealt with three
general areas reflecting the main elements in Rokeach's
theoretical model of authoritarianism. Further mention of
these dimensions is made later in the methodology chapter
to explain why the D scale was thought to be the preferable

scale for measuring aspactﬁ of Fromm's authoritarian model.
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Here, however, three of the areas may be specified under
which all the other subareas may be catalogued. They are:
(a) The belief-disbelief dimension, (b) the central-peri-
pheral dimension, and (c) the time-perspective dimension.
(Rokeach, 1960, pp. 73-80).

In order to test whether the D scale was a measure
of varieties of authoritarianism which would include “right"
as well as "left" points of view and aleo cross over various
ideological formulationg, an experiment was conducted to
determine the relationship of dogmatism to religion and
politics. Three major groups of samples were selected:

(a) Michigan students from Michigan State University,
(b) New York students at various New York colleges, and
(c) English students and workers in England.

The New York and Michigan subjects were divided
into religious categories, the English subjects into poli-
ical categories. The Michigan students were divided into
categories of Catholic, Protestant and non-believers. Jews
were added as a category in the New York group.

These subjects were tested with the F scale, the E
(Ethnocentricism) scale, the D scale, the Opinionation scale,
and the Political-Economic-Conservatism scale. From this stu-

£ dy Rokeach concluded that the D scéle was a probable measure
of general authoritariauism.. It revealed authoritarianism
in both right and left winé groups and in the variety of
ideological groupings measured. It was found, for example,

that the F scale and the D scale had high correlation which
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would fit the theory of Rokeach that the D scale measures
a general form of the phencmenon which the F scale measures.
The D scale also correlated very little with the PEO scale,
indicating that conservative and liberal political views
did not contribute appreciably to the measurement on the
D scale. This was not true of the F scale which correlat-
ed more highly with conservative-liberal scales, the high
F scorers being more conservative. However, it was noted
that the D scale did have a consistent but small correlation
with the PEC scale, indicating that the dogmatic individual
would tend to be more conservative than liberal at somewhat
above the chance level. (Rokeach, 1950, p. 122).

This statement raises an important issue. If the
dogmatic person is more likely to be consgervative in his
political viewpoint, what is the relationship between content
and structure to account for this? Rokeach states that while
the content and structure are not in a one-to-one relation-
ship, certain structures and certain contents do go together
in harmony while others may be inA conflict. For example,
Fascism with its anti-humace tendencies has a conteat which
fits the general structure of authoritarianism very well.
Communism, on the other hand, purports to support humanitar-
ianism io tt.:eory but uses bierarchical organization land
anti-bumane techniques to achieve its "humanitsrian" end.
Such a juxtaposition of conflicting content and structure
would tesultvin conflict within the individual, perbhaps im-
plicit and unéxpressed (Rokeach, 1960, p. 127). Therefore,
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one might gonclude that the authoritarian structure would be
more likely to be united with an a.qthoxitarian ideology, and
from this one might conclude that conservatism as a political
poi;lt of view would be more closely identified with authori-

tarianism.

Relevance to the Present Study

If, as Rokeach has tried to establish, the D scale
is a measure of general authoritarianism, then it appears to
be an appropriate tool for this experiment. Since it is not
clear what type of authoritarianism is expressed in the
theology o£>l:he Reformation, {t seems that a general measure
of authoritarianism is demanded. ‘

Fromm, as was mentioned in the survey of his theory,
indicates that Luther was both in awe of authority and yeﬁ
fearful of it. He was both a "rebel™ against and a "con-
former and submitter" to authority. Therefore, Luther seems
to be both a "right” and "left" wing authoritarian. With
the D scale's emphasis on structure over content, it does
not matter what type of authority onel:l.s attempting to
measure. The D scale should identify the structure of
authoritarianism regardless of the ideological content.

However, 1f, as Fromm asserts, the theological
formulations of the Reformation represeant authoritarian
solutions to existential problems, then a positive relation-
ship should exist between the degree of agreement with the
theology of the Reformation and agreement with the items
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on the D scale. Such a finding would indicate that those

in agreement with these theological doctrines are authori-
tarian individuals, in harmony with Fromm's theory. It
would indicate that individuals who have authoritarian
structures in their belief-disbelief systems, if reli- _
glously oriented, more readily accept such theological
doctrines as being "appropriate" for their psychological

needs.

Summary

A survey of recent studies of authoritarianism
indicates that steady progress has been made in the attempt
to identify the anti-democratic individual and to scienti-
fically measure anti-democratic tendencies within authori-
tarian personalities. The conclusions of many writers on
the subject of authoritarianism have been supported by
experimental findings in a variety of ways. However, the
technique pf attitude measurement is still too primitive
for one'to fully evaluate or to completely understand the
data obtained. Until some of the methodological problems
are surmounted, it behooves one to accept the research con-
clugsions only in a contingent manner.

The work of Milton Rokeach in formulating a ecale
to measure authoritarianism by an analysis of the structure
of belief-digbelief systems has developed a Dogmatism scale
which attempts to detect authoritarianism regardless of the

ideological formulations which that authoritarfanism embraces.
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As a measure of general authoritarianism it was considered

to be an appropriate measuring tool for the present study.
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CHAPTER V

METHODOLOGY

Statement of the Problem

Since. the resolutionary work of Sigmund Freud,
founder of modern psychoanalysis, man has been more keenly
avare of the subjective elements and psychological needs
which are involved in the development of ideologies and
in the social bebavior which develops from them. Policical,
religious, and philosophical systems of thought have been
challenged regarding claims about their objectivity, logical
foundations, and rationality. Men are motivated when they
construct sys:emajof thought and this motivation, which re-
mained unanalyzed for so many centuries, is now under inten-
sive investigation. )

A pioneer in the field, Erich Fromm, has attempted
to reinterpret the ideological systems of the Reformation as
a prelude to a clearer understanding of the unconscious
motivations underlying modern society. He has analyzed
tpe personalities of the dominant Reformation leaders as
supreme examples of the pérsonality types characteristic
of that era. 1In the doctrines which Fheae leaders produced
and toward which :he-people of that time were drawn is found
@ key which unlocks the motivational dynamics of that time.
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Froum's main concern was with the authoritarian
elements found in the writings of the Reformers. These
elements drew his attention both because of the ever-present
behavior patterns of prejudice in modern history, and be-
cause of the urgent crisis in the form of atomic weapons
systems which have intensified the need for harmony in
buman relationships. On these critical issues of our time,
Erich Fromm has focused his attention and formed possible
interpretations and solutions by a study of history as
seen through the lens of psychoanalysis.

Although the neo-Freudians, such as Fromm, have
added immensely to our understanding of history and culture,
much criticism has been directed toward their methodology.
Traditionally they have lacked empirical verification of
their theories. 1In a scientifically oriented age when
the social sciences are striving for methodological ex-
cellence, this critique carries great weight.

The critique has become more significant recently
for two reasons. First, certain techniques have been developed
to test Freudian theories. Second, new methods in attitude
measurement and clinical interviewing in combination have
opened whole fields of study in the area of authoritarian-
ism. The latter has been develbped by the California group
in their studies of the "authoritarian" character, which
have been greatly expanded over the past decade.

However, there is an important difference between

these studies and those of Erich Fromm. He has based his
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theories upon a more historical foundatiﬁn, so his theories
are more difficult to test.

Fromm traces the origins of authoritarianism
through the history of the West over centuries of time,
wmuch as a psychoanalyst studies the adult by tracing his
genetic development as a child. To the psychologist who
studies history, what actually happened is often less
important than the "meaning” it had for those experienc-
ing it. He asks questions like, “"How did they understand
what happened?” Or perhaps, "What did it mean within,
unconsciously?”

It is obvious that these questions are difficult
to verify experimentally. Nevertheless, it seemed to the
present writer that it would be worthwhile to attempt to
do so by means of a study pf persons who are socially
organized within the framework of the heritage of the
Reformation period. That would perhaps be as close as
oune could come experimentally to the origimal experience
of those who lived in the_ReEormation period.

Therefore, it was decided to query persons con-
nected‘with organizations holding to Reformation traditions,
to determine the extent of agreement with those traditions
as they are iaterpreted by Eriéh Fromm in his two works,

Man for Himself and Escape from Freedom and to correlate such

findings with one of the contemporary authoritarian scales.
But how was this to be done? It is appropriate to deal with

this question now.
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Choice of Attitude Scales ‘

Basic to the study's me‘hod was the task of
developing a way for testing the amount of "agreement" with
the statements of Reformation beliefs formulated by Fromm.

The first answer hit upon was to select subjects
from a group which openly and officially adhered to the
substance of Reformation doctrine. This group, because
of its historical linkage with the Reformation, was well
represented by members of activities in the United Presby-
terian Church of the United States of America.

Because, however, a wide range of theological
opinions are freely held in protestant churches in America,
it was deemed to be unrealistic to 'equate participation in
the programs of the church with an affirmation of theological
doctrines officially held by these churches. The Presby-
terian Church is not a creedal church. It does have a con-

stitution which includes the Westminster Confession of Faith.

However, no member is obliged to subscribe to the Confession;
only ordained officers of the church such as Elders and
Ministers are so obligated. (The Constitution of the Presby-
terian Church in the United States of America, "Form of -
Goverument," 1958, Ch. VI, p. 121).

Io addition to the wide range of theological
opinions held by persons in the Protestaant Chufchea today,
there is also a wide apathy to the “theological” problems
which have dominated church life in past generations. To

the present writer, who has worked within the organized church
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for several years, it appears that interest in theological

problems has changed from the metaphysical question of
wgntecedent Being" to that of pragmatic usefulness in daily
1ife. Striking theological differences often exist among
church members without their being perceived by the members
themselves. Perhaps the historical necessity for their con-
tinved re-evaluation is now past and such divergences as
denominations within Protestantism are beginning to dissolve
in the ecumenical drive toward some type of world church
unity.

Nevertheless, church members do bave some opinions
and attitudes toward religious ideas to which they hold with
firmness, as recent controversy over church-state relations
bas indicated. Some “theological" issues can evoke strong
enotionai reactions.

Therefore, it seemed wise to extract statements
from Erich Fromm's writings which would represent, as fairly
as possible, bis jaterpretation of Luther and Calvin's
systems and to place them ino the form of a questionnaire.

In this way attitudes could be elicited concerning the
doctrines involved. The hypothesis was that if Fromm were
right about the authoritarian aspects of Reformation beliefs,
then those who were more strongly in agreement with these
theological opinions today would have more authoritarian
character traits.

" A careful analysis of Fromm's works made it appear
that many statements could be taken out and placed in item

form, eitber by paraphrase or verbatim.
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what, however, would guarantee their validity
in reflecting correctly Frommn's meaning? At first it was
thought that the adequacy of r.h.e items could be tested by
a panel of experts; however, on several occasions in
personal conversations it appeared that experts oa Fromm
often passed very lightly over bis interpretation of
Reformation doctrines. Furthermore, problems of theo-
logical importance enter ijn. It is necessary in such a
questionnaire to make the older theological ideas and
words understandable to the contemporary mind.

After the items were first formed, they were
tested on a few subjects to att:emptAto detect flagrant
misunderstandings arising from them either in wording,
vagueness, or brevity. Some items were re-worked many
times, most of them at least three times.

when this work was finished, the préblem of
validity was still unsolved, although the answer was to
be simple. Why not send the questionnaire to Erich Fromm,
asking for his opinion as to its fairness in representing
his views? Ia response to a letter by the experimenter
and a sample questionnaire form, Promm, in personal cor-
respondence, gave his approval of the questionnaire and
of the general study itself. He wrote,

1 have read the questionnaire form
carefully and have no corrections
to make except perhaps that one
additional item from ‘.uther might
be added, namely: ‘Ncthing 1s more

poisonous, burtful and devilish than
& rebel.'
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That item was gladly included with the others.
Fromn's approvai would appear to give the questionnaire
form the necessary expert validity as a fair representation
of Fromm's views. ’

when cowmpleted, the questionnaire form contained
48 items and was called the "T scale,” the "1 meaning
“theology." (See Appendix A.)

The next question to decide was: "Which author-
itarian scale should be used to correlate with the T scale?”
The fitst to be considered was the F scale. It was in gen-
eral agreement with the interpretation of Fromm's authori-
tarian types. Like Fromm, the F scale's developers were
interested in authoritarisnism of the "right" wing type.
Such authoritarianism is usually assoclated with the era
of Nazi Germany.

On closer inspection of the F scale, however, it
seemed to lack many of the factors of Fromm's theory. In
addition, it was noted that Fromm characterized Luther as
a "left" wing rebel as well as a "right" wing authoritarian.
He says of Luther that he was in rebellion against the Pcpe
and ecclesiastical authority, but that he was both fearful
of authority and in awe of it. He was both a conformist
and a rebel, (Fromm, 1941, pp. 82-83). It appears that
Fromn was unaware of the distinction which would later be
made betweén "right" and "left" authoritarianism.

An examination of the "D" or Dogmatism scale
developed by Hj.l.c'on Rokeach and presented in his booﬁ
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The Open and Closed Mind revealed more common factors be-
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tween his test and the main areas of concern behind Fromm's

thesis. Rokeach's test deals with issues which are strik-
ingly close to the identifiable motives which Fromm believes

are behind the Reformation doctrine and beliefs. Listed

? below are some of the underlying elements which the D scale

? and Fromn's theory have in common, They are presented in
Rokeach's book mentioned above:

; 1. Emphasis on belief systems and the differences

% between them.

% 2. Beliefs of man's aloneness, isolation and

: helplessness.

] 3. Beliefs regarding the uncertainty of the future.

4. The need for self-annihilation or martyrdom.

5. Self-aggrandizement as a defense against feel-
iogs of aelt-inadequacy;

1 6. Belief in great causes.

7. Intolerance toward the renegade and the dis-

believer.

8. Feelings of uncertainty about the past, present
or future.
. 9. The co-existence of contradictions within belief
systems.
The similarity between these areas.of interest and those in

Frommn's theory can be easily seen in the review of Fromm's

" theory in the theoretical section of this paper.
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Included in the D scale are items which do not

bave manifest similarity with Fromm's theory. They are:

1. Relative degrees of knowledge between one's
own belief and disbelief systems.

2. The tendency to make party line changes,
:hét is, from central to peripheral beliefs.

g%y

3. Narrowing, selective avoidance of the facts

and events incongruent with one's belief

v AT M

system.
4. Knowledge of the future.
It 18 very possible that Fromm would include some of these
%4; elements within his characterization of. the authoritarian
character; however, there is little mention of them within
bis works.

It seemed, therefore, with this agreement of ele-

ments and the accounting for "left'" as well as '"right" wing
authoritarianism, that the D scale would be the best choice

for this study. (A copy of the D scale is included as
Appeadix B.)

Subjects and Testing Procedure

Two basic divisions of subjects were tested in
this study: (a) Subjects actively associated with the
various programs of the Covenant Presbyterian Church of
Loog Beach, California, (N=140) and (b) subjects attend-

ing a Presbyterian seminary, Princeton Theol.ogi;:al Seminary,
Princeton, New Jersey (N=37).
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The Princeton students were graduates from colleges
and universities in widely separated areas of the United
States. They were, for the most part, potential candidates
for the ministry in the United Presbyterian Church in the
United States of America. The age of the students ranged
from 20 to 27 years. These students represent a wide selec-
tion of cultural and social backgrounds.
The subjects selected from the Covenant Church in
Long Beach represent a highly urbanized church population.
The church itself was established more than eighty years ago
and has remained at the same location for almost sixty years.
The total membership of the church is 2500. The educational,
social, and economic backgrounds of the members are widely
diverse. Because the church 18 a '"downtown' church (that 1is,
one located within a downtown business area with most of its
membership drawn from the suburban areas surrounding Long
Beach) the members require a more highly sophisticated pro-
gram which a large churcb can offer, and one might conclude
that persons attending such a church over a long period of
time would be drawn by this type of program. The church mem-
bers tend to be older and more affluent than those in the
suburban churches, and the church itself has a smaller ratio
of youth to adults. These factors might suggest a more con-
servative and established congregation.
‘ The experimenter, as Minister of Christian Educa-
tion at the Covenant Caurch, had firsthand knowledge of the

subgroups involved in the church programs. Hence, on the
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basis of his opinion, a cross section was selected to repre-
sent all the major divisions within the total population of
the church. Included in these subgroups were the following:

1. The High School group, meeting every Sunday
evening. The age range was from 16 to 19
years; average attendance 18 members. (N =11)

2. The Kayak group, meeting every other Sunday
and composed of college and postcollege young
people. The age range was from 19 years to
27 years; average attendance- 35. (N-=28)

3. The Outrigger group, meeting every Sunday
evening and composed of single, divorced,
and widowed persons. The age range was
from 30 years tc 50 years; average attendance
50. (N=30)

4. The Sunday Morning Mariner's Bible Class,
meeting every Sunday morning and composed of
married couples of all ages from 30 years to
70 years of age; average attendance 60. (N=43)

5. The Evening Business Women's Bible Class, meet-
iag every Sunday morning and once a month on
Thursday evening and composed of women in busi-
ness or retired from business. The age range
was from 50 years to 70 years; average attendance
20. (N =12)

6. The Anchor Club, meeting every Wednesday morning

and afternoon from 10:00 o'clock until 2:00
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o'clock and composed of senior citizens. The

age range was from 60 years to 95 years;
average attendance 85. (N=16)

Tests were given at the regular scheduled meeting
time as a part of that particular meeting, with the experi-
meater following the test by an explanation on the implica-
tions of authoritarianism for religious thought.

In each of the group meetings in the Covenant Church,
the instructions on the front of the questionnaire were read
to the subjects.

Subjects were asked to participate in a survey of
religious beliefs and attitudes being conducted by the Chris-
tian Education Office of the Church. No one was required to
place a name on the questionnaire; however, they were asked
to state their gender and, where necessary, their age group-
ing.

Subjects at Princeton were given the questionnaire
forms individually by assistants of the experimenter within
the student body itself. No attempt was made to gather them
into a group because of the conflicting schedules among them.
The subjects were selected from the male student body by
making the request known and accepting volunteers.

During the planning of the experiment it was de-
cided that two variables should be isolated in order to test
for differences attributable to them. They were the variables
of age and sex (which the subjec;s were asked to state on the

questionnaire form). In many cases the age level was clear
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from the nature of the group (e.g., the High School group
were all under 30 years of age). However, in some of the
groups subjects were asked to state their age category.

The categories of age groups were (a) under 30 years,

(b) between 30 ana 50 years, and (c) over 50 years of age.

Hypotheses

The major purpose of this study was to investigate
the validity of the theory of authoritarianism as articulated
by Erich Fromm, from his psychological and theological inter-
pretation of the Reformation era and systems of thought.

Placing the major hypothesis in an affirmative
form, it was predicted that those persons who agreed more
strongly with the theological concepts which Fromm identifies
as authoritarian would be more authoritarian and dogmatic
individuals. From this general prediction it was hypotheéized
more specifically that there would be a significant positive
correlation between the T (theology) scale and the D scale.

It was decided to study two organismic variables
in the groups tested, namely, age and sex. Some of the sub-
jects to be included in the study were guite elderly, and a
rather large sample over 50 yéars of age was planned. Since
this type of sample is somewhat difficult to obtain, it was
considered worthwhile to divide the proposed sample on the
basis of the three age categories mentioned previously.
Former studies had produced low but consistent positive

correlations between age and anti-democratic trends (Adormo

t al., 1950, p. 141). Hence it was postulated that age,
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religious beliefs, and authoritarianism would be positively
correlated.

Study of the sex variable was intended to throw
light on the question of whether women and men differ sig-
oificantly either in religious beliefs and/or in dogmatic
trends. The Adorno et al. (1950, p. 173) studies indicated
that the sex variable had little influence on anti-democratic
trends. Therefore, it was postulated that no significant sex
differences would be obtained.

Io summary, underlying the study there were three
bypotheses:

(a) A positive correlation would be obtained
between the T scale and the D scale.

(b) A positive correlation would be obtained
between the age variable and the T and
D scale scores.

(c) No significant differences would appear
between males and females on either the

T scale or on the D scale.
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CHAPTER V1

RESULTS

Item Analysis
An item analysis of the T scale was performed

io order to determine thch items discriminated between
bigh scorers and low scorers on the T scale. The analysis
was carried out by means of the Phi Coefficient correls-
tional technique for dichotomized data. (Jurgensen, 1947).
The total ctest scores were dichotomized on the basis of
bigh and low quartiles, omitting the scores within the
interquartile range. The frequency was noted for each

of the seven possible scores (from -3 to +3) on each

item. The items were then dichotomized at the median
differentiating level between high and low scorers.

The analysis revealed that 43 of the 48 items
were significantly correlated with the overall test scores
at the .01 level of significance; two of the items were
significant at the .05 level; and three were not signifi-
cant. Of the 48 items, 22 had Phi coefficients at or
above .500. The Phi coefficient necessary to reach the
.01 level of significance for the 88 tests scored was
-272. The Phi coefficients for each item are shown in
Table 1.
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TABLE 1

ITEM ANALYSIS OF THE T SCALE: PHI COEFFICIENTS BETWEEN ITEM
SCORES AND TOTAL SCALE SCORES FOR UPPER AND LOWER QUARTILES

Iten YO RN S ro Pt
1. 491 25, .653
2. 420 26. .395
3. .523 27, .382
4. 476 28. .570
5. .620 29, 429
6. .642 30. .360
7. -740 aL. .611
8. - 342 ) 32. .310
9. ' 468 13, 410

10. 461 3%, .595

11. .693 35. .453

12. .641 : 6. .500
13. .551 37. L2304k

14. «057%%*% 38. .280
15. .260 39, 311
16. .513 40, < 196%%%
17. .601 41, .362
18. .500 42, .420
19. -540 43. .510
20, «250%% 4. 455
21. .523 45. 410
22. .451 46. .614
23. .513 47. .505
24, .612 48. .533

L, All Ttems significant at .UL
e ignificqnt Ec tis .OSalevel.Ievel unless otherwise marked.
***Not significant.
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Analysis of the Total Group Data

The total group data (N=177) from the T and D
scales were treated with the Pearson Product-Moment corre-
lation coefficient. The correlation between’ thie two tests
wvas *+.59, significant at the .0l level of confidence.

Basic data for the total group are in Table 2.

TABLE 2
TOTAL GROUP DATA (N=177)

T scale D scale
Mean 214 159
Median 205 156
Range 125 - 315 - 54 - 255
S.D. 34 28
T +.59
P < .01

Analysis of Age Variable

The age variable data for the 165 cases where age
was classifiable were treated with the Median test. Signi-
ficant differences at the .0l level of confidence among the
three age categories were revealed, as shown in Table 3.
Further analysis of the data revealed that the specific
differences which were significant were between the: (a)
Over 50 (N =37) and between 30 and 50 (N=53) categories,

and (b) the over 50 and under 30 (N-= 75) categories. There
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vas not a significant difference between the under 30 and
the between 30 and 50 categories.

The age groups were also collapsed into combina-
tions and tested by the Median test: (a) Those under 50
were compared with those over 50; and (b) those over 30
were compared with those under 30. The first grouping
revealed a difference significant at the .0l level. The
second combination was not statistically different. It
should be noted that the above results were significant
or nonsignificant on both the T and D scales; none of the
results changed significance levels between tests. (See
Table 3).

TABLE 3
CHI SQUARE SIGNIFICANCE TEST
FOR THE AGE VARIABLE

(N =165)

Age Groups Compared T scale D scale
All three groups 11,58%% 12,32%*
Under 30 vs. 30-50 2.80 47

Under 30 vs. over 50 11.03%* 12.19%*
30-50 vs. over 50 9.33% 11.99%*
Under 30 vs. over 30 4.17% 5.97*
Under 50 vs. over 50 11,58%* 11.88%*

* Significant at the .05 level

#* Significant at the .0l level
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Analysis of Sex Variable

The sex variable data were also treated with the
Median test for the 166 cases where sex was specified. No
significant differences between men and women were revealed

by the test. (See Table 4).

TABLE &
CE1 SQUARE SIGNIFICANCE TEST
FOR THE SEX VARIABLE

(N =166)
Scale x? P
T scale .12 NS
D scale .58 NS

Interéction of Age and Sex Variables

In order to test for the influence of interaction
between the age and sex variables, an analysis of variance
was performed on both the T and D scale scores for 154
cases. (See Tables 5 and 6). The reasoning behind the
application of this test was the possibility of an artifact
in the statistical findings on the sex variable. To be more
specific, all the students at Princeton were males under 30
years of age, while all the members of the Business Women's
Bible class were females over 50 years of age. Hence the
lack of sex differences might have been due to interaction

effects belancing out the effects present due simply to gender.
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However, no significant interaction was found using Snedecor’'s

extension for disproportionate subclass oumbers. (Snedecor,

1936)- TABLE 5

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF T SCALE SCORES
FOR AGE AND SEX VARIABLES

Source Sum of Squares df Mean Square F P
Sex 1,187 1 1,187.00 --- NS
Age 114,216 2 57,108.00 5.82 <.01
Sex & Age 4,424 2 2,212.00 ——- NS
Individuals 1,452,145 148 9,813.54

TABLE 6

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF D SCALE SCORES
FOR AGE AND SEX VARIABLES

Source Sum of Squares df Mean Square F P
Sex 1,836 1 1,836.00 --- NS
Age 37,509 2 18,754.50 4.46 <.05
Sex & Age 12,928 2 6,464.00 1.53 NS
Individuals 622,720 148 4,233.05

To determine the correlations between the T and D
scales within each subgroup, the Spearman Rho method of rank-
order correlation was used. The two scales correlated posi-

tively at the .0l level of confidence within every group

except the High School group. (See Table 7).
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In order to determine the reliability of the T

scale a split-half method was used by means of which the
odd and even items of the scale were correlated using a
Pearson Product-Moment correlation coefficient. The sub-
jects in the Mariners group (N =43) were selected to be
used for this purpose since that group was believed to
be the most representative of the total sample. The
reliability coefficient obtained was + .82, which became
.91 when corrected for the length of the test using the
Spearman Brown formula.

Two of the subgroups were tested for differences
from the remainder of the sample because they merited spe-
cial attention. The first was the Princeton group because
it had clearly come from a different population than the
rest of the sample, and thus it wight differ in a signifi-
cant way on the two attitude scales.

A Median test between the Princeton group and
the other groups combined revealed a significant difference .
at the .02 level of confidence on the D scale with the
Princeton group being lower than the others, but there was

no significant difference on the T scale. (See Table 8).

TABLE 8
CH1 SQUARE SIGNIFICANCE TEST FOR
PRINCETON STUDENTS VS. ALL OTHER SUBJECTS

Scale x2 P
T scale .01 NS
D scale 6.14 <.02
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The High School group was the second one tested

in relation to the other groups. Since this group revealed
the only non-significant correlation coefficient between
the two scales, a Median test was performed to determine if
their performance was significantly different from that of
the remainder of the population sample. The results ap-
proached but did not reach statistical significance,
etpecial_ly on the D scale. (See Table 9).

TABLE 9
CHI SQUARE SIGNIFICANCE TEST FOR
THE HIGH SCHOOL GROUP VS. ALL OTHER SUBJECTS

Scale x2 P
T scale 2.49 <.20
D scale 3.45 <.10

These results may perhaps indicate a trend. How-
ever, when compared with the Princeton group, they do not
form a consistent pattern. The High School group reverses
frequencies above and below the median on the T and D scales,
having more below on the T and more above on the D scale.
The Princeton group had more cases above the median on the
T scale and wmore below on the D scale.

A test of the frequency distribution of the T

scale for skewness and kurtosis was made using Snedecor's

formula (1956). The test revealed the presence of skewness

at the .0l level of confidence and indicated that the

Lee, L. C., 1963a: An Investigation of Erich Fromm's Theory of Authoritarianism,
Claremont Graduate School Dissertation 1963, 115 pp.




Propriety of the Erich Fromm Document Center. For personal use only. Citation or publication of
material prohibited without express written permission of the copyright holder.

Eigentum des Erich Fromm D g nur for liche Zwecke.
Ver6ffentlichungen — auch von Teilen - bedi der schriftli is des il

. 88
skewness was to the right. The test for kurtosis revealed

no significant departure from the normal distribution. (See
Figure 1).

Summary

Data from the T scale and the D scale were statis-
tically analyzed in a number of ways with the following re-
sults: (a) An item analysis revealed that 45 of the 48
items on the T scale discriminated between high and low
quartile total scale scores at the .05 level of confidence;
(b) the total T and D scale scores were found to have a
significant positive correlation (r=+.59; p «01i); (c)
significant differences for the three age categories were
found on both scales. Subjects above 50 years scored sig-
nificantly higher than the rest of the sample; (d) no dif-
ferences were found between the sexes on either the T or D
scales, and no interaction was present due to a combination
of age and sex influences; (e) rank order correlations be-
tween the two scales within each group were significant at
the .01 level of confidence except for the High School
sample, which had a nonsignificant negative correlation
(p =--13); (f) the reliability of the T scale was tested
by the split-half method and the Spearman-Brown correction,
using the Married Couple's group as representative of the
total sample. The corrected reliability coefficient was
found to be very high (r-,.91); (g) two subgroups, the

Princeton students and the High School group, were tested
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for differences from the other groups. The only significant

difference noted was the Princeton scores on the D scale,
which were more frequently below the median than the re-
mainder of the sample; (h) a test of skewness and kurtosis
in the frequency distribution of the T scale revealed a
skewness to the right, statistically significant at the

.01 level of confidence, but no significant kurtosis was

revealed.
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CHAPTER VII
DISCUSSION OF THE RESULTS

For the present study, the most important finding
was the high positive correlation between the Dogmatism (B)
scale developed by Rokeach and the Theological (T) scale
fashioned after Erich Fromm's theory of authoritarianism
in Reformation theology and constructed by the present ex-
perimenter. Thus it appears that the conclusions of Erich
Frommn are supported. That is, those individuals who are
believers in the teachings of the two major Reformation
leaders, Martin Luther and John Calvin, are themselves
authoritarian. Since the present study was of a correla-
tional nature, these results are seen as a positively re-
lated linear function between the amount of agreement with
the reformers' teachings and the amount of authoritarianism.

The "support” of Erich Fromm's theory needs to be
qualified as to its nature. The statistically significant
results cannot be interpretec as supporting all of Fromm's
authoritarian model and methodology. For example, they do
not mean that Fromm has interpreted the theology of the
Reformation correctly. They do not give direct support to
his contention that the motives operating within that era,

causing men to formulate and accept the ideas and belief

91

Lee, L. C., 1963a: An Investigation of Erich Fromm's Theory of Authoritarianism,
Claremont Graduate School Dissertation 1963, 115 pp.




Propriety of the Erich Fromm Document Center. For personal use only. Citation or publication of
material prohibited without express written permission of the copyright holder.

Eigentum des Erich Fromm D g nur for liche Zwecke.
Ver6ffentlichungen — auch von Teilen - bedi der schriftli is des il

92
systems which they did, were anti-democratic. Nor can it
be said that the data of this present study support his
hypothesis that such belief systems were developed as a
defense mechanism and reaction to the isolation of the
individual caused by the breakdown of Medieval society.
All of these aspects of Fromm's theory may find an indirect
source of confirmation since people living today within the
Reformation tradition and holding to certain of that era's
beliefs appear to be more anti-democratic, as shown on
Rokeach's Dogmatism scaie. The historical dimensions of
Fromm's authoritarian model make any more definite conclu-

~sions difficult to establish by the empirical method.

A further important point concerning the nature
of correlational techniques should be added here. Cause
and effect cannot be detected from this type of design, so
any definitive statement as to the etiology of the variables
under observation i{s impossible. For instance, one cannot
say that an individual is a staunch follower of Reformation
theology because he is authoritarian or dogmatic or, con-
vergrely, that his religious beliefs have caused him to be
authoritarian. From 'the statistical data, it is only pos-
sible to conclude that a positive relationship is present.

Having indicated that the general theory of Fromm
appears to be indirectly supported by this study, the ques-
tion arises concerning the more elemental aspects of his

authoritarian model. The items on the T scale were selected
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to cover all the aspects of his theory as widely as possible,
and hence an item analysis of the scale to determine which
items discriminated adequately would speak to the validity
of the various aspects of From's théory. It will be re-
membered that Phi coefficients in Table 2 indicate that 43
of the items were significant at the .0l level. This sug-
gests that almost all of the elements within Fromm's system
contain a common factor or factors contributing to the system
of religious authoritarian beliefs, since these items do in-
deed differentiate between high and low scorers on the total
scale. »

Since the sample population for this study was drawn
from a selective group (religiously oriented persons within
the Reformation tradition), it would be important to compare
the present data with those of other studies to determine
1f there was any great divergence of results. Such a com-
parison was made and the present data were found to be with-
in the general range of that gathered in other studies. For
example, in one study reported by Rokeach (1960, p. 110) the
mean D scores for the four sample groups (Catholic, Protes-
tant, Jew, and nonbeliever) were lower by 10 to 20 points
than the mean of the present study (159). However, in an-
other study reported on similar type groups, the means were
higher by 15 to 20 points on one sample population (from the
state of Michigan) and lower from another sample population
(from the state of New York) by 12 to 20 points (Rokeach,

1960, pp. 349-350). It seems reasonable to conclude that
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the findings of the present study in regard to the D scale

are within the general range of findings on other studies.

Various samples of Catholics, Protestants, and Jews have

all scored higher or lower than subjects in this study,

and this is true for the nonbelievers as well. This may

indicate that the results from this study, even though the

subjects were agsociated with a highly urbanized church

congregation and a theological seminary, may be more gen-

erally representative than one might suspect.

One might also suspect from the selective nature

of the sample that the responses on the T scale would be

narrow in range because of the theological agreement of

the subjects involved. Such, however, was not the case.

Milton Rokeach, in personal correspondence to the present

author, commented upon this finding as follows:

What interests me most about this
particular research which you have
reported is that all of the subjects
are people who are relatively
religious-oriented, and one would
thinl. 1in such groufs the range of
talent, or variability of response,
would be so relatively low that you
would not find the difference that
you have reported. In other words,
I would have more or less predicted
the kinds of results which you have
found had you taken some random
samples of people. But the fact
that you were able to show these
for each of these groups separately,
all of whom are Presbyterians, and
some of whom are highly sophisticated
with respect to things theological
(e.g., the Princeton Theological
Seminarians)--these findings, thcre-
fore, are very significant.
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One fact of importance regarding the "highly

sophisticated" subjects, or the Princeton students, ought
to be noted, and that is their divergence from the rest
of the sample on the Dogmatism scale. The Princeton group
were more likely to score below the median on the scale.

One would suspect that the difference on the
Dogmatism scale for the Princeton students would hold for
the Theology scale as well. Table 8 indicates that it does
not. This leads one to conclude that the Princeton students
may be oriented toward their religious beliefs in a less
authoritarian manner than the rest of the sample.

while the Princeton students are similar in their
religious beliefs to the remainder of the sample, their
religion may perhaps be more intrinsic, less convention
and conformity being implied. They would thus hold the
same formal content in religious belief but in a more in-
ternalized manner.

Investigation of the effects of the age variable
revealed significant effects on both the T and D scales.
Table 3 indicates that the effect of age on both scales
becomes significant for this sample at the 50-year level.
Reference to Table 3 reveals no significant difference be-
tween those subjects under 30 years of age and those between
30 and 50 years. But significant differences were found for
those under 30 and those over 50, and also for those between
30 and 50 and those over 50.

It should also be remembered that the higher scores

on both scales were generally found in the elderly age

L%JﬂQJB%&AnmmﬁgabnwEmmmem%TMmymAmmmmmmwm
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groupings (Table 7). The Senior Citizens (ages 65-95), for

example, had means more than 20 points higher on both the T
and D scales than the second highest scoring group.

Age does appear to be an important variable in
both religious beliefs and general authoritarian traits,
with the higher scorers on both tending to be older persons.
Whether 50 years is the optimum dividing point or not is an
open question. Precise age categories, it will be remembered,
were not delineated in this study.

The question arises here as to whether this age
factor 1s merely revealing a pattern of conservatism, which
artificially shows up as "authoritarian tendencies,' when it
actually may be due to cultural chaﬁges between the era of
the older generation and the young generation. The elderly
subjects grew up in no doubt the more fundamental religious
tradition of 50 years ago. Although this tradition may be
considered authoritarian in nature, it is nevertheless true
that it was the norm of the day, and more precise measure-
ments would have been necessary to separate out high authori-
tarian individuals at that time. When compared to the more
laissez ggizg religious tradition of the present highly urban
setting, yesterday's views stand out in sharp contrast to
the more liberal doctrines. Hence, a very significant dif-
ference between generations is noted, but it is quite pos-
sible that a longitudinal cultural factor may be confounding
the results.

The fundamentalist tradition, for example, stresses

the importance of the many self-gacrificing virtues a
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religious person is supposed to exhibit. Pride, envy,
selfishness, etc. were considered sins, and children taught
io earlier times were brought to recognize them as such.,
Thus, the item, "The only remedy to sin is to deny oneself
and discard all selfigh considerations,'" means something
quite different to such a person from what it means to
the contemporary youth who 1s wary of the blanket word
"sio" and who may view a total lack of "selfighness" 1in
our present day as irrelevant because of the present cul-
tural stress on the achievement of goals.

Just how much, 1f at all, the cultural aspect
enters into the assumed deeper personality trait of authori-
tarianism 18 impossible to evalvate. It should be recognized,
however, that the person of 80 and the person of 20 in the
fast-moving contemporary culture have grown up in two widely
different psychological climates. It may not be at all
valid to compare their personalities simply by using a
single measure.

Another source of explanation of the effects of
age on authoritarian scale scores might come from knowledge
of the educational level of the older members in the congre-
gation. This factor was not determined in the present study,
but there are some indications that education affects anti-
democratic tendencies, but not &s much as one might suspect.
(Adorno et al., 1950, p. 287). A second source of explana-
tion might come from studies which reveal the frustrationsg

of individuals who feel weak or belpless to carry out personal
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ambitions. Many of the senior citizens in Long Beach and in

the Church member sample of this study live on very low in-
comes, some less than $100.00 a month. Many of them are not
pbysically well, have no family in the immediate area, and
live alone. It would seem that these limitations might cause
frustrations and'tbwarting and a consequent increase in dog-
matism to overcome the possible feeling of helplessness to
improve one's condition or status. (Adorno et al., 1950,

PP. 46-48). These suggeétiona are, however, only of a spec-
ulative nature and should be considered as merely hints
about the possible personality dynamics in operation.

The analyasis of the data regarding the sex vari-
able supports the hypothesis made concerning a lack of sex
differences on the two scales. While some previous exper-
iments have found differences in anti-democratic trends be-
tween men and women, it has been suspected that artifacts
were present (Adorno et al., 1950, p. 138).

It also appeared to be possible that an artifact
was present in this study because of the unequal distribu-
tion of male and female subjects over the various age levels.
Since, for example, the Princeton students were all male
under 30 years and the Business Women's class all female
and over 50 years, unequal distribution was present. An
analysis of variance revealed no age and sex interaction.

The data in Table 5 and Table 6 indicate that the differences
within the sample were due to the age variable, not to the
sex variable nor to the interaction of the age and sex vari-

ables.
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The correlation coefficients between the two scales
for the subgroups included in the study were all significant
at the .01 level of confidence except that for the High
School group. In this group the correlation coefficient
was -.13, a coefficient which does not approach signifi-
cance and is the only obtained negative coefficient.

While this group strongly suggests the need for
further study because of its divergence, a number of factors
may account for some of the divergence. First of all, the
range for this group on the D scale is only 57 points. The
lack of heterogeneity makes it less likely from a statistical
viewpoint that a significant correlation could be found. The
large standard deviation (See Table 7) relative to the range
indicates the possibility of large differences in scores
which would greatly affect the ranks on the two scales.

However, this may not be the whole story because

the Business Women also have a small range (68 points) and
their correlation is +.63, despite a standard deviation equal
to that of the High School group.

One might speculate that young people are religious
and dogmatic due to their conformity needs until they come to

the age of critical evaluation, which seems to be early in

the college years. But then it would logically follow that
the T scale should also show a small range of responses, as
Rokeach suggests he would have expected for the whole sample
associated with the Long Beach church. The High School 1

group's range on the T scale is 113 points, not overly large
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48 compared to some of the other groups, but nevertheless
larger than the College group and nearly as large as the
Princeton students and the Single Adult groups.
Since the High School group's means for both the
T scale and the D scale are close to the means of the other
groups, it would seem that in general the High School group
is as duthoritarian as the other groups (omitting the dif-
ferences between them and the over-50 group). The lack of
correlation between the two scales wmight perhaps be due to
the fact the questions on the D scale are too difficult, too
far out of the life space, or too ambiguoua for the High
School individual 16 or 17 years of age.
A further issue which ought to be mentioned in
regard to the study is the possibility of an artifact en-
tering into the results due to "response set." Since
neither the T scale nor the D scale have controls for the
acquiescence factor, some caution regarding the results is
indicated. However, even if response set had been controlled
in the Theology scale, it still would have been uncontrolled
in the Dogmatism scale, perhaps confounding the results more
than would be the case without the control in either scale.
And finally, it perhaps ought to be noted that mem-
pership in a Presbyterian church or participation in its
brograms does not necessarily imply a great degree of under-
Fanding about Reformation-theology itself. While one would

pe led to believe that the Princeton subjects were quite
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sophisticated in their knowledge of the implications of
Reformation doctrinal formulations, this would probably
not be true of the general church members considered in
.this study. Any interpretation' of results such as those
presented in this study ought to include some consideration
of the depth of knowledge the subject has concerning the

ideas under consideratiom.

Suggestions for Further Research

Several areas of further research seem to the
present experimenter to be indicated by the results of
this study.

1. It would seem worthwhile to do further re-
search with the T scale in order to determine the better
items and attempt to standardize the scale. In addition,

@ response set control could be developed by further ex-
perimentation which would control the possibility of an
artifact due to acquiescence.

2. It would be important to a fuller understand-
ing of authoritarianism in religious belief systems to
formulate a questionnaire from items derived out of the
more "positive' aspects of Reformation thought; that is,
those areas which appear to be less authoritarian in nature
than the ones Fromm selects for his model. In that way
"non-authoritarian” religious beliefs might be identified.

3. More research on elderly subjects is indi-

cated by this study. The majority of subjects in experiments
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reported are under 50 years of age, many of them still in

college. The results strongly suggest that some longitudinal

studies are needed to determine if persons become more rigid
and dogmatic after 50 years of age, or whether their higher
authoritarianism scores are simply the result of cultural
change. In addition, further research is indicated in the
age category over 50, for the span from 50 to 95 is one of
45 years, and many changes might take pPlace in that time,

4. The High School group results suggest a strong
factor operating to make it so divergent from the remainder
of the sample. What factor is operating is not clear from
the data of this study and needs further investigation,

5. The divergent score of the Princeton group
from the remainder of the sample on the Dogmatism scale
suggests further research to determine if those "intrinsi-
cally" oriented in religion have perhaps different values
or attitudes than those whose religion is less intrinsically

oriented.
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CHAPTER VIII
SUMMARY

This study has at;empted to investigate the
validity of Erich Fromm's theory of authoritarianism.
The main focus of interest was on Fromm's iInterpreta-
tion of authoritarianism in Reformation theology as

presented in his works Man for Himself and Escape from

Freedom. From an analysis of Fromn's chain of reason-
ing it was hypothesized that persons who were more in
agreement with the "authoritarian" theological doctrines
of Calvin and Luther would be more authoritarian end
anti-democratic in their general attitudes.

Subjects were selected from various groups
within a large, urban Presbyterian Church (N =1§0) and
from students at a Presbyterian Theological Seminary
(N=37). Milton Rokeach's Dogmatism (D) scale was used
as a measure of authoritarianism. A second scale was
devised especially to measure the amount of agreement
with Reformation theology, and was titled the Theology
(T scgle. Subjects were asked to fill out both ques-
tionnaire forms, and the resulting scores were corre-

lated.
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The Pearson Product-Moment correlation coefficient
between the two scales was +.59, indicating that those sub-
jects more in agreement with Reformation theology were also
significantly more authoritarian as measured by the D scale.
Subjects over 50 years of age scored significantly higher
on both the T and D scales. No differences were found be-
tween male and female subjects, and an analysis of variance
revealed no interaction between the age and sex factors.

The theology students were not significantly different
from the remainder of the sample on the T scale, but they
did show a significant tendency to score below the median
on the D scale.

These findings suggest support for Fromm's theory
of authoritarianism in that authoritarian persons appear to
be drawn to the theological formulations outlined by Fromm
in his writings.

However, the results do not confirm or invalidate
his interpretation of Reformation theology, for that remains
a matter of theological interpretation from Reformation

documents.
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Questionnaire Form (T)

Denomination Gender Male Female

The following staterwents are an inventory to
deternine how church members feel about religious ideas.
There are no right or wrong answers in the ordinary senmse.
The only right answer 1is how you really feel about the
statement.

You may agree with some items on the questionnatre
and you may disagree with others. Or you may not feel
much one way or the other about some statements. However
you feel, you may be sure that there are others who feel
the same as you do.

The scale below indicates the score you are to give
each question:

Strongly agree = +3 Strongly disagree = -3
Generally agree = +2 Generally disagree = -2
Slightly agree = +1 Slightly disagree = -1

Man bhas an evil nature.

It is impossible for man to do any good deed on the
basis of his nature.

The purpose of Paul's letter to the Romans is to destroy,
to uproot and to annihilate all wisdom and Justice of
man and to replace it with the wisdom and Justice of God.

A man must humble himself before God before he can
experience God's grace.

God wants to save us by justice and wisdom which does
not come from ourselves.

Man is either a servant of God or of Satan.

Man's will is either under the direction of God or of
Satan.

Man cannot do as he wills in relation to God.

Man cannot be saved on the basis of his own virtue.

Man can have certainty of salvation through faith.

Faith is given to man by God.

Faith comes only from God.

By faith we unite with Christ and His Justice becomes
our justice.

Man can never become entirely virtuous in this life.
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Man's natural evilness can never entirely disappear
in this 1life. .

Man can find power for living by submission to God.

Certainty is to be found in complete obedience to God.

If you can completely submit to God, then he will
enable you to experience his love.

If we surrender our lives to God, we will experience
God's love. :

Even if those in political authority are evil or
without faith, they ought to be obeyed because civii
authority is good for lav and order and is from God.

Where there is power and where it flourishes in
government, there it is and remains because God has
ordained it.

Man should never rebel against the government.

Only he who denies this world can prepare for the nest

Nothing gives us more confidence *han to rely
completely on God ‘s strength,

"We are not our own;" therefore, neither our reccg-
nor our will should predominate in our thoughts and

actions.
"lJe are not our own;" therefore, let us not proroce
it as our end, to seek what may be expedient for us

according to our human understanding.
e are God's, therefore, to Him let us live and die.

for it is often the most devastating experience whick
Trulns people if they obey themselves, and 1t is the
only haven of salvation not to know or to want anytikir
oneself, but to be guided by God who walks before us.

(%]

Man should not strive for virtue for its own sake =z,
that would lead to nothing but vanity.

The only remedy to sin is to deny oneself and discard
all selfish considerations.

The remedy for sin is to pursue those things which
the Lord requires of us for this sole reason: because
they are pleasing to Him.

No work of a religious man ever existed which, if it
vere examined before the strict Judgment of God, did
not prove to be damnable,
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Salvation is not the result of anything good or bad a
man does in his life hut is determined by God before
man comes into this }1°fe.

Jhy God chooses one mun and not another for salvation
is a secret into which we must not try to delve or

to understand.

God shows by choosing some men for salvation and some
for damnation that He has unlimited power.

ifhat we believe about God is more important for our
salvation than our ability to love.

Men are created unequal because our fate is determined
before we are born.

Mankind is divided into two classes: those predetermined
to be saved and those predetermined to be damned.

' _The fact that one continually works for moral perfection
and success in life is a sign of God's salvation work-
ing in us.

The fact that one continually does good works is a sign
that God's szlvation is working in us.

God gives us signs indicating to us our future destiny
and sur@®ty of our salvation.

Good works do not change our relationskip with God in
regard to salvation, but they serve as a means of
fortelliing our future which God has deterzined before
our birth. .

ian's purpose is to glorify God.

Man should not glorify himself.

Another word for selfishness is self-love,

Love for others is a virtue while love for oneself
is sin.

One cannot love others and oneself at the same time.

Nothing is more poisonous, hateful and devilish than
a rebel.
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Questionnaire Form (D)

The following is a study of what the church nembers think
and feels about a number of important social and personal questions.
The best answer to each question below is your personal opinion.

We have tried to cover many different and opposing points of view;
jJou may find yourself agreeing strongly with some of the statements,
disagreeing just as strongly with others; perhaps uncertain about
others; whether you agree or disagree with any statement, you can

be sure that many people feel the same as you do.

Mark each statement in the left margin according to how
Euch you agree or disagree with it. Please mark every one.

+1: I agree a 1ittle -1l: I disagree a little
+2: I agree on the whole -2: I disagree on the whole
+3: I agree very much <3: I disagree very much

Most people just don't know what's good for them.

Unfortunately, a good many people with whom I have discussed
important social issues and moral problems don't know really
what is going on.

If a man is to accomplish his mission in life it is soxetimes
necessary to gamble "all or nothing at all ‘™"

The present is all too often full of unhappiness. It is the
future only that counts.

In the long run the best way to live i3 to pick friends and
assoclates whose tastes and belliefs are the same as one'‘s
own.

It 1s often desirable to reserve Judgement about what's going
on until one has had a chance to hear the opinions of those
one respects.

In this complicated world of ours the only way we can Xnow
what's going on is to rely on leaders.or experts who can be
trusted.

Most of the ideas which get printed now-a-days aren't worth
the paper they are printed on.

A person who thinks primarily of his own happiness is beneath
contempt.

My blood boils whenever a person stubbornly refuses to admit
he's wrong.

There are two kinds of people in this world: those who are
for the truth and those who are against the truth.

A group which tolerates too much difference of opinicn among
1ts members cannot exist for long.
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In times llke these it 1s often necessary to be more on guard
against 1deas put out by people or groups in one's own camp
than by those in opposing camps.

The worst crime a person could commit is to attack publicly the
people who bellieve in the same thing he does,

In times like these, a person must be pretty selfish 1f he
considers primarily his own happiness.

Jhen it comes to differences of opinion in religion we must
be careful not to compromise with those who believe dif-
ferently from the way we do.

To compromise with our political opponents is a dangerous
thing because it usually leads to the betrayal of our own side.

A person Wwho gets enthusiastic about too many causes 1is
likely to continue the cold war.

-0f 811 the different philosophies which exist in this world
there 1s probably only one which is correct.

It 1s only when & person devotes himself to an ideal or a
cause that life becomes meaningful.

A man vho does not believe in some greet cause has not really
lived.

There are a number of people I have come to hate because of
the things they stand for.

In the history of mankind there have probably been just a
handful of great thinkers.

If given a chance I would do something of great behefit to
the world. :

The main thing in 1ife 1s for a person to want to do something
important.

#hile I don't 1ike to admit this even to myself, my secret
ambition is to become a great man, like iinstein, or
Beethoven or Shakespeare.

It is better to be a dead hero than to be a live coward.

In a heated discussion I generally become so absorbed in what
I am going to say that I forget tu listen to what the others
are saying.

In a discussion I often find it nec®ssary to repeat myself
8several times to make sure I am being understood.
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Once I get wound up in a heated discussion I just can't
stop.
There is so much to be done and so little time to do it.

It is only natural for a person to be rather fearful of
the future.

I'd 14ke it if I could find someone who would tell me how
to solve my personal problems.

Nost people just don't give a "damn" for others.

Aundamentally, the world we live in is a pretty lonesome
place.

Man on his own is a helpless and miserable creature.

7t is only natural that a person would have much better
acquaintance with ideas he btelleves in than with ideas
he opposes.

3ven though freedom of speech for all groups is a worth-
while goal, it is unfortunately necessary to restirict
the freedom of certain political groups.

The highest form of government is a democracy a=i the
highest form of a democracy is a government run by those
who are most intelligent.

The United States and Russia have just about rotking in
common.
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