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TdWard n -UncUriUthdimDof
Total i,m a,,,:!itariartis A,ntisemitism

RONALD i^arson

HAS IT BEEN :*EC0GNI2;ED that egalitaWan-
:ism leads inexorably to tc talitarianism and viruu

lent antisemitism? 1 thirik not and for thi? reason I
submit this essa^ for the' reader's consideration. My

s?thesis wiil.njotl be a popular one with Western intel-1
lectuals who! generally remain enamored
mistic worlcfl-view derived from
tury's Age ol Knlightennrieht, th
Germapy arid Stalinist Russia
withstanding. Although wmpekj_„._., ._
these atrocities* they hajve n<5ver^really locke'
them, perhaps fearing discoveries which might do;
violence to their beliefsaboutlmarifs innate goodness.
If so, their fears, are justified. Indeed, it is worse than1
that. For .in this paper I will present evidence which

•demonstrates that jiistj as this false View of man inad
vertently helped engender death camps in the past, so
there is every likelihood it will do so in the Ifuiure.i
Thus we shall examine a most distressing paradox: the
worst of evil?; are brought about jby the besl: of inten
tions. 0 I ' ' J
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But the Eiridamertal paradox is man's xistential

spirit jjiI free-will is opposed by! his
bodily determinism1. In short. He is, the only animal
who knows he, is golnj; to die. How he deals'with this
problem is the key 1:0 understanding him. Ernest
Becked in his The Denial of Death suggestp that we
abandon*the outmodei Oedijus complex 1A1 favor of

nature. Man'is
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And still deeper

'flHE MIWEST QUARTERLY

urvwal, riot Sexuality, is what

xi tresses •Jimthis jide
oby\ £)ic&. he offers._ us

Vih of iNarcjssus:
IJ i| [iJi •• »' : 'the%telmng of that story of

because he! ccul4 not jg: rasp thejtonrienting! mild image h<; saw
in thu foyntah, plunge^into idasi|was drowned.'But,the same
ima'gs we qui pelves see|in.all rivet's and oceans. Itis the i riage
ofthe^ungrjasfiable pHantjm QMif<fc and thdt is \he key to lit all.

most

!%1 Narcissus,

Civil is clearly the sifie qua nok for-
rjature. Man wantg jfco cont nue

it is, this fact which

The ideal ot sur'
understanding- manfs
existing as long''.as possible,
explains 'why heki'niversaljy defines j'̂ good" as Any
thing whicn enhancers life; heajih^andprosperityjland
by'the*same tcken, ittells us whylieldefines "evil" as
anything which thwarts1 thai triad of'desirables. ,'But
knowing that person i irrmortality on-this side of
heaven is an impossibility, He assuages^exis^eiitial.
anxiety by ieeking* ipr mortality through 'his; group.
The individual mayj be mortal*'du£ tr^ere is no reason

mmprtal. This 'actj&xplains
xarrijp'le, lpads a truck with' '
'successfuLsuicide. mission'
of'tnis-'kipd riot only lays'
conifers immortalityflon the
seWed'fothintin heaven
grdtip. But, !rnor0 impor-

why his group can Wot >e

why a Shiite .Muslim, ifpr
'explosives aric conrjUe'tbs
'against the enemy. JAnJac
down the buxen ofjselEj i
sujcide. He ^as air>lae!<2,
and,in the; memory,!'orlhi

suc-

this

who

tantly, beciupq ofihib d$atp|, hejibririgp mbfe life'to his
group.

: In The He\aVt of M&h
with some specifics
each man..has: ;i •'narei$
efforts. This co'e is vit
after one's,
much narciss

iriterests!,4ol
].srn-i-

Erich Fromm ^provides lis
aqipur'naroissisni. He Wrote that

istic coTe" rqoted in survival
,b<3Caus& i£one would not look
e would soon,perish. But too

kaxjrnal •narcissism" Fromm
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terms it—threaten
the. narcissist
not cooperate

sism is reduced td a level
social cporierjtion: H|i calls

©jut-group. The implication
zejro-sum arrar gement; the

Or indiifidual narcissism, is transformed into" j"group|
narcissisrny' that is, the jclass, the nation0, religion,
race, and so forth, becomes the object of narcissistic
passion iristead of the individual. The operations ofj
optimal* and group narcissism occur as refldxively asj
extending ono's* armi to break a fall. After all, both1 j
forms seek to break he ultimate fall—death.;' _*. ' .'

.. I In providing us with the term; "group"narcissism";
Fromm point; out what many others have said: scfcirj
ety is a ileligion just as surely aSo is^Christianity be-i
cause bath provide .us with meaning,! association,!
and—ultimate ly—survival. How does a'society best!
i -1 i . 'in * •
promote the sense of the sacred and at the same time
utilize narcissistic energy for the collective gobd? Its
leaders promote a. social ethos based on meritocracy
and militarism. Such an arrangement promotes both
jrbup arid opt mal narcissism because narcissistic en-
Irgy is directed externally after being harnessed in

ternally] for the ultimate external goal: victory over the

hy the losses of losers^ This zero-siim phenomenon
simultaneously operates' both within "and between
societiej?, an arrangement iji which internal osers do

<nojt feel

CAiAtAI NANISM
!>.

*?•>. 163

ie« survival because it threatens
c core of others. Thatjisj othe rs; wpuldj
in con*;rion survival efforts if one wefre

perceived As.being r alicious or blatantly, egotistical.}
Therefore narcissism is nejcefssary for s'urviv* I, bur/too
much of it-threatens survival. Fromm write? that this;
paradox isj resolved in twp ways. Individual riarcis-

0

which is compit ble with
this "optimal narcissism:"!

ofall of this is that life is a
gains of winners jure offset

b ilities

? —^ ,_, _. —.— .. _ —

like losers because they, to the best of their
,• contribute |to the ultimate victory! of their?a

j,>
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