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" Here Are

By C. W. Gusewelle

(A Member of The Star’s Staff)

S man doomed to be de-
voured, spiritually if not
actually, by the products
of his own inventiveness?

The question has been asked
to the point of triteness. Unlike
most who pose it, Erich
Fromm, distinguished German-
born psychoanalyst and philoso-
pher, makes a serious attempt
to provide an answer.

There is a chance, he con-
cludes—a chance only—that hu-
man beings can triumph over
the computer, the nuclear
bomb and the vice of reckless
consumption. Thati chance
hangs on their success or fail-
ure in transforming passive,
dehumanizing despair into a
condition of active hope.

IT IS PASSIVITY, Fromm
declares, not malice, that per-
mits otherwise reasonable men
to calculate how many millions
of dead and mutilated would be
strategically ‘‘acceptable” in
event of a nuclear war.

In the quest for scientific ob-
jectivity, thought has become
divorced from emotion (a clas-
sical schizoid symptom). The
passive society, craving the
certainty that used to be found
in religious dogma, now puts its
faith in computer judgments.

So it is that decent, well
meaning leaders can conceive
of circumstances in which they
would press the button that ter-
minates modern civilization.
And they would do so with clear
consciences, knowing that how-
ever hideous the calamity that
might ensue, they had at least
acted on the best available evi-
dence—the advice of their com-
puters,

To return the computer to its
proper place as a tool instead

THE REVOLUTION OF HOPE:
Toward a Humanized Tech-
nology, by Erick-Fromm (162
pages; H & Row;
$5.95). .

of a decision-maker, and to
reassert the value of man’s in-
sights into his own nature, thus
becomes for Fromm the task of
primary importance.

THIS DONE, man could then
set about reshaping society
along lines that encourage
hopefulness and relieve his pas.
sive, inherently dangerous
sense of impotence.

Greater participation would
be sought for workers in deci-
sion-making at al] levels of in-
dustry—an extension of the
kind of participation envisioned
by the early labor movement,
but which was smothered (as it
has been smothered in the
Communist system) under la-
bor’s own bureaucratic accre-
tions.

The consumer would he ob-
liged to revolt. He would ex-
change his present false free-
dom of choosing from dozens of
nearly identical brands of un-
needed products (of being, in
Fromm’s words, “the king in
the supermarket”) for the real
power of ‘“forcing industry to
produce what he wants or suf-
fer considerable losses by pro-
ducing what he rejects.”

FINALLY, society’s humani-
zation would require accept-
ance of the radical principle
that the right to live is inaliena-
ble, with no conditions attached
—that every person is entitled
“to be treated at least as well
as the owner of a dog or a cat
treats his pet, which does not
have to ‘prove’ anything in or-
der to be fed.”

BOOKS OF THE DAY

Those Chilling Potentials

A guaranleed income, per-
mitting a decent living stand-
ard, would emancipate society
from the current system of
forced labor, grounded in an

.implicit threat of starvation or

humiliation. It would allow indi-
viduals the leisure and mobility
to train for and pursue more re-
warding occupations, more
creative life styles: In short,
would convert the productivity
of our technological age from a
dehumanizing curse into a
splendid gift.

So Erich Fromm argues and
proposes.

As a document of warning,
this slender book is an engross-
ing presentation of one thought-
ful man’s view of the chilling
lilotf;tialities our future could

old.

AS A PROGRAM for con-
structive action, it is less per-
suasive.

To achieve this recom-
mended social transformation,
Fromm suggests the formation
of tiny local groups of deeply
committed citizens, linked to
still larger, concerned action
groups, allied finally with a na-
tional forum of prominent
Americans—all seeking, largely
through example and persua-
sion, to involve the body politic
in discussion and steer public
opinion in the directions this
book points.

Following as it does on the
heels of such a probing analysis
of the present and probable so-
cia] malaise, the proposal has
an awful ring of lameness and
inadequacy. How many times
has such a strategy been tried
before? On how many failed
and forgotten causes? One can
almost smell the pipe smoke,
see the little lace hats, hear the
arid droning of that separate

bureaucracy of activists-for-all-
seasons it would surely attract.

No, if that is the best means
of our survival, we are as good
as in the abyss already. Per. .
haps that is why foreboding
hangs so darkly over Fromm’s
statement of the crisis, and
why his hopes for deliverance
are so carefully and repeatedly |:
qualified. e
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