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Carrighar, 3. War is not in our Genes. ,________—

Iidn c-7iio Aggression, ?-i.F. Ash-ley-Montagu
Ci_ci-) Oxford University Press, New York;
1968. p. 39. .. - j

Most laymen would.think at once of..predatory.attacks . !
"on prey for food: the pursuit, the pounce, the kill.
The biological definition, however, excludes this kind
of slaughter because, it involves no malice. A wolf
bringing down an ill or aged caribou (a strong
caribQU can. outrun a wolf) is no more angry than we are
when we buy meat at the butcher's shop. He is merely
hungry, as- are other predators when prey is there and
vulnerable.
" Nor is there anv true agression, any malice.
between members of different species going about their
separate ways in- th^ wilderness they share. They seem
to recognize that each has aifreront needs and pcrnaps,
in their inarticulate way, -hey even recognize that
other species have rights. On a path used oy many

*

or at a water hole or salt lick, the weaker and smaller
animals await their turn^ letting the stronger go first

!-.without,-argument•- - •-

t..

Excerpt of Carrighar, S., 1968: „War Is Not in Our Genes,“ in: M. F. A. Montagu (Ed.), Man and Aggression, New York 
(Oxford University Press) 1968, pp. 37-50.
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• 'J _i968. f°4? Un^versity Press,. New York

•;Sd=3^h' ' ' T" driven towards each other along one
-y5SSi_^i°iSgists Lincidentally, would not e»l l (-hE

-natural" . especially...not. if it were so small ' ?hli
.individuals collided when racing Song tte fence T
foughtnun?f'iSa[fLI"™ ^^ tC *"*=* °ne SSS™r-and.f-SJugjli- until all but one pair were kill^ri th^

qu^^sl^^^ Pa±r ^d "cian ewhichT^bse-----quently..slcuyht^ea every strange rat introduced-into-

h

the habitat'. '" " - .•• _T\ .'
During the same years fhaf 4-x •

conducted,"joHn B.ZiiZ~&i^LStUdy was ^in9
. investigating-the. behavinr i"2 Baft^ore was also
. rats in P. SMiniqerVfVo?f °f fats- .There were 15
. Calhoun-t-s^~-also-??^L 9inal Population; 14 £„.Calhoun:! encore"£*?2" t? one;^other.' But "

and morefaVorabT^irith^T^11^-larger ^an Steinirer'vPfovidea-f0f....r.ati%^s^%wa^j "harborages., werl '̂
refuges would probably exist in ^" ^?Ciatea (such

large ^^SS'iuSJSeSta0"?^? 2° ?en£*' <* *=he-were recorded. --AftSr «% 5*1 the individual rats
acquainted, ?hey separa^f? ^tS Whils Siting

»es.aangera^_, __„_!_ they were Subbed

Excerpt of Carrighar, S., 1968: „War Is Not in Our Genes,“ in: M. F. A. Montagu (Ed.), Man and Aggression, New York 
(Oxford University Press) 1968, pp. 37-50.
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•CarrigharT S. ;War. is not. in our. Genej^,

Man" -and Aqqr-ession,,-M.-F-.—A-sh-1-e-y—Mon-tag-u-
(Ed.) Oxford University Press, New York
1968-. p.4-9/50_..^._..,. „:_r ;_„ : '.^..:

•Perhaps that is...thfi._May.. - .calJtur.a:ny-.r.a±.h.er_...thaa,....^. ,. .
../genetically - that human aggressiveness arose. As-for
^sadi:snh--someth-i-nq-no animal displays, it--is-my. belief -
.- that the"•-trait is psychotic. (In-the case of cats•
fT^^^^^^^gjTTij^ce^ research. indicates "that it is pure
- piay_^v.±ho.ugh,_.usef,ul.^as.„practice .of_..hunting,...skil.ls...-:_.
The cat probably does not realise that it-is.torturing

•'H^he-mix-er^^'^''"^ "" ." "' ---.••-•••—• ;

;&..•'•'•/ *•»»»;*.*/' f
.•-. •Hall,^ •K.R-.Lj, Aggression in Monkey /and Ape -Societies,

> :^'••..:--•-'. : •. Tn^^N"at"uraT"'Hi^€ory""'of Aqgressioti
J.D. Carthy & F.J. Ebling (Eds.) New

._..„-,_.— .-,•'--- - York:' The Academic Press, 1964. p.56"

~The overall picture or .group organisation in these
,.. animals is of .a sensitive bal'aricing of forces, the .' .
.balance being achieved 'by the social learning of-
•^-individuals in the group from time-of birth to adult
hood, so that infringements of the group.norm are

' itarel "When'they occur, they may be severely
.punished if the victim is caught. Even changes in
dominance rank amongst the males are reported to
occur-as a consequence of persistent harrying rather
than by fighting. In other words,' physical prowess
may "not be actually tested. the confiaent usurping
animal achieving his end.simply by some of the forms
of threat display a.nd moving towards the-other animal,
What exactly..is the .'social context from which such a

!' usurpment' takes place is net yet known. From the

Japanese_ma£aque„.s_tudies'; it„is.:...likely ::.,.::c the ..
confident-^ttitude of- fchg-fco-be-domin.^t r.'.al.e-xa
enqenVHJieu bV 1111. Ud-luy Lh« cn'rsprang or -\ remale
who^IsDiIgh-in,. the. female._..hierarchy and i.-snee. is
closely associated with the already dominant males

Excerpt of Carrighar, S., 1968: „War Is Not in Our Genes,“ in: M. F. A. Montagu (Ed.), Man and Aggression, New York 
(Oxford University Press) 1968, pp. 37-50.
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