
CHAPTER X

THE CONCLUSION

As a conclusion to this study several remarks should be made.

First, some conclusions should be drawn to put the earlier analysis in
afinal perspective. Second, mention should be made of further research
which parallels or extends what has been begun here.

Conclusions in Retrospect

A final question should be asked to put the study in ultimate

perspective. The question relates to Fromm's motive as prophet.

Although its answer is conjecture, aconsistent statement can be formu
lated.

This analysis has referred to Fromm as asecular prophet. Hope

fully his prophetic credentials have been validated. His analysis of
social problems and their remedies have been analyzed, but one question

remains: Is.there perhaps afurther purpose beyond his role as prophet?

Afinal hypothesis may be stated that Fromm is calling for the replace
ment of organized religion as it is practiced today and for the insti

tution of anew humanistic religion. This would mean that Fromm functions

not only as a prophet but also as amessiah. This interpretation has

been given to the work of Freud and Marx, Fromm's two most influential

-enters. The validity of Fromm's role as messiah can be argued from

three basic inferences: (1) the content and form of his writings have
the character of areligious idiom; (2) in his person Fromm goes beyond
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ttte prophetic role to that of the "new leader" who perceives himself as

-festtned to found a new religion; (3) in his activities, Fromm has

searched for movements which would give him an effective platform from
womcni to voice his new religion.

Bwm's religious idiom

Religions have traditionally been founded on a theology which

includes dogmas (principles of belief) and moral doctrine (code of

amnduct). Fromm's writings possess both. His central dogma states

«•*: man is divine, insofar as he has infinite capabilities. The cen-

toOL moral principle, which is a corollary of the central dogma, directs

ttftadt man must become whatever he is capable of. While salvation in

-classic religions is attained by the acceptance of dogmatic and moral

5=£nc±ples, salvation according to Fromm comes through the belief in

•"•"s own infinite powers and in the striving to realize the fulness
airif those powers.

Traditionally religion has attempted to support the "blindness"

oaf faith by a philosophically developed theology. Fromm's theology

ampJIoys a dialectical philosophy to formulate Its dogmatic rationale

amfl Freudian psychology to affirm its moral dictates.

If, as has been frequently charged, Wundt took the "soul" out

<off psychology, Fromm, as theologian, has labored to put it back. His

weMglon centers on man and on the "soul of man and its cure."1 As

annalist, Fromm establishes avalue oriented psychology which boldly

claims, to know good and evil and demands that man respond to this know-

JMbs through the act of conscience. Fromm's religious appeal extends
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to every man as man, regardless of nationality, cultural, or religious

creed. Since its central dogma is open-ended insofar as it implies the

individual's awakening to a subjective experience of himself, this dogma

can be addressed to every human being. Since its moral imperatives

direct that the individual seek this spontaneous expression of whatever

he discovers within himself, limited only by the norms of love, tmth,

justice, and democracy, every man can follow such moral dictates.

Han's pervasive sin is his alienation which stems from his

essential problem, human existence. Fromm's rhetoric preaches a

Covenant of Hope to meet this problem. If man can leam to accept the

reality of his full human powers, he can be saved. This Covenant of

Hope promises man happiness if only he will have faith in his own divin

ity. Here Fromm the messiah shows the way.

This "way" resembles the Halakhah of the Hebrew prophets, a value

syndrome whose nucleus is life, love, justice, freedom, and truth. If

man can free his powers of reason by ending the tyranny of his illusions,

he can bring himself to the holiness of wholeness.

Developing a heightened sense of crisis over the present human

dilemma, Froma offers a strategy of alternatives, unmasking the "virtues"

of the current social system and opening the way for a social revolution

which will usher in his new religion. Bis message is intertwined with

foreboding doom and the messianic promise of a new dispensation.

Fromm's promise of happiness is not to be found in a static

heaven of perfection, but in the life-giving process of struggle itself.

The life process is a never-ending spiral in which one conflict resolution

gives birth to a new conflict. Herein lies the human dilemma, and the
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need for a new religion. The sane society cannot be blueprinted and

'assigned to social engineers who will build it. Rather it is a tran

scendental state to which every man must aspire and which will always

be just beyond his reach.

Fromm outlines the six basic norms characterizing his new

religion:2

1. It is an evolutionary response to the development of the

human race.

It Is universal, corresponding to the unification of mankind.

It synthesizes a tradition embracing the humanistic teachings

common to all great religions of East and West.

4. Its doctrines are In harmony with the rational insights of

mankind.

5. It emphasizes the moral rather than the dogmatic aspects of

its teaching.

6. It creates new rituals and artistic forms conducive to a

reverence for life and the solidarity of mankind.

In this religious idiom Fromm addresses a lost generation which

finds Itself bewildered in its confrontation with itself and in ultimate

quest for the meaning of human life.

2.

3.

Fromm's personal messianlsm

Certain qualities of Fromm's personality suggest a messianic

self-image. He speaks of the need for a "new leader" to arise who will

guide men to salvation as earlier leaders have come forth "when the time

was ripe."3 Froma may well be speaking of himself, for he bears the

marks of just such a man. As prophet, he is spokesman for a tradition
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to which he makes continuing reference. i„ the Hebrew prophets he finds
the basic virtues of love, social justice, and truth. In Freud he finds
•-cular religion, and in Marx arevolutionary message calling for an
end to alienation. As prophet, Fromm is popularlst, synthesizer, and
translator. Because he draws upon abody of traditional doctrine, there
is nothing new In his message. Yet because he evolves his own synthesis,
his message becomes entirely, new.

His sensitivity to human problems and his need to discover
answers to those problems stamps him as amoralist. His indictments are
as sweeping as those of Isaiah or Jesus, and' in their broad sweep they
are quick to gain audience attention. As amoralist. Fromm's theory
excels his practical judgments. When he speaks of broad goals for man
kind, his mystic dream Is inviting, when, however, he turns to practical
prescriptions for Implementing those goals, his solutions often seem too
simple and prosaic, while this quality may seem alimitation, it may also
be quite appropriate to Fromm's rhetorical perspective. His generalities
create abroad frame of reference by which to evaluate the concrete prob
lems and their solutions. As Is the case of any effective psychoanalyst,
Froma functions best when he attempts to create for his patient ageneral
perspective which enables the patient to internalize the relevant princi
ples and to evolve pemonal answers to personal problems.

The leader of anew religion must also be poet and visionary, for
he must create the fervor of the religious experience. These qualities
Frosts has.

The eternal optimist, Fromm offers his readers avision of hope,
for men must dream if they are to progress, to hope If they are to survive
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to which he makes continuing reference. In the Hebrew prophets he finds

the basic virtues of love, social justice, and tmth. In Freud he finds

asecular religion, and in Karx a revolutionary message calling for an

end to alienation. As prophet, Fromm is popularist, synthesizer, and

translator. Because he draws upon abody of traditional doctrine, there

is nothing new in his message. Yet because he evolves his own synthesis,
his message becomes entirely new.

His sensitivity to human problems and his need to discover

answers to those problems stamps him as a moralist. His indictments are

as sweeping as those of Isaiah or Jesus, and in their broad sweep they

are quick to gain audience attention. As amoralist, Froma's theory

excels his practical judgments. When he speaks of broad goals for man

kind, his mystic dream is Inviting. When, however, he turns to practical

prescriptions for implementing those goals, his solutions often seem too

simple and prosaic. While this quality may seem a limitation, it may also

be quite appropriate to Fromm's rhetorical perspective. His generalities

create a broad frame of reference by which to evaluate the concrete prob

lems and their solutions. As is the case of any effective psychoanalyst,
Fromm functions best when he attempts to create for his patient a general

perspective which enables the patient to Internalize the relevant princi

ples and to evolve personal answers to personal problems.

The leader of anew religion must also be poet and visionary, for

be must create the fervor of the religious experience. These qualities
Fromm has.

The eternal optimist, Froma offers his readers.a vision of hope,

for men must dreaa if they are to progress, to hope if they are to survive
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the human struggle. Reality is too harsh and too Immediate. Fromm's
Covenant of Hope binds men to themselves in abond of self-reliance.

This Covenant cures the ills of interregnum, as men experience their

own lack of fulfillment while reaching for the vision of the messianic
time.

History testifies that frequently leaders of new religions

proved to be capable theologians, but poor confessors. Fromm is both a

good theologian and agood confessor. While he is unbending and severe
in his protest against evil, he never rebukes the person or threatens

the ego, rather he allows the sinner to love himself, while hating his
sin. Undoubtedly his years of analytic practice have taught him this
saving grace.

For areligious leader to be effective he must become all things
to all men. As far as possible, he must divest himself of special
interests and exclusive alliances. Just as Fromm demands of his followers
that they cut the bonds of blood and soil, he himself has given dramatic
example of such adivestiture. He began by rejecting the practice of

religious Jewry at the age of twenty-six. As an expatriated German, he
became an American citizen. Reaching out toward Internationalism, he
espoused Marxist humanism and adopted an international lifestyle annually
spending the winter in Mexico, the spring In New York, and the summer In

Switzerland. With Marx, he considers himself acitizen of the world.

The seriousness of his purpose can be Judged by the severity of
his opponent's opposition. Because he does attempt to become all things
to all men. he is truly "incorrigibly intrusive." as Barvey Cox has said.

Fromm would scarcely consider this avice, but rather avirtuous duty.
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When he has been called "naive and unreal," he is simply acting out his

vision, and visions by their nature must be "unreal." A society which

measures its future projects on the basis of feasibility studies can

hardly be expected to appreciate Fromm's visionary quality.

Too frequently his critics have failed to read Fromm in the com

plete statement of his doctrine, and by isolating Individual principles,

they have often distorted Froma's message. An example of this is John

. Senear's description of Fromm's democratic principle as the "advocacy

of fashion and passion."4 Despite its clever phrasing, such adescription
grossly distorts Froma's meaning. Schaar should know better. He exempli

fies a trait common among Fromm's foes, which Is the inability to acknow

ledge and respect differences of basic principles. But such respect is

not the norm of polemics. Schaar's distrust of human nature, his need

for other-directed authority figures, and his definitional thinking lead

him to fear the threat of Froma's vision. Thus he must retaliate.

One final aspect of Fromm's character which may have contributed

to his aspirations for founding a new religion can be traced to his

Jewish religious origins. As Betty Yorburg points out:

The attraction of individuals of Jewish
descent to radical or liberal organizations can be
explained on several grounds. Robert Park pointed
to their marginality In societies in which they have
lived. This condition enhances detachment and may
promote the tendency to examine critically, and possibly
reject, the dominant norms, and values of these societies.
As a relatively advantaged minority group, Jews also
often experience what has been called status Inconsis
tency. In the ranking of the various criteria that
determine overall social status, they stand high in
education, income, and occupation, but low on religion
and ethic origin. Individuals who experience status
inconsistency tend to desire extensive changes in the
distribution of power In a society. The need of some
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Jews for a functional equivalent of religion is
another possible reason for their attraction to
radical movements. particularly to socialism.
(Italics added.)5

Fromm shares with Spinoza, Freud, and Karx this common soclo-rellgious

origin and its concommitant properties.

One cannot read Fromm extensively without sensing his ambition,

not for personal gain, but for the advancement of his cause. Such a

"holy" ambition coupled with his popularity as a writer, teacher, and

lecturer enabled him to surround himself with a devoted coterie of students

and colleagues who attest to the Frommlan charisma.

The formulation of the hypothesis of Fromm as the leader of a

new religion now turns to a third consideration, his search for a plat

form from which to announce his doctrines.

Fromm's search for social movements

Throughout his entire life, Fromm has been a man in restless

search for an established social movement which could afford him the

proper audience and platform for his religious mission. The following

argument will outline the particular movements with which he has been

involved and relate his writing to the movement. Each involvement, it

should be noted, was the product of his reaction to the Immediate situation,

aimed at evolving a new synthesis.

Early in his life Fromm sought the answers to personal and social

problems, and this led him to the' psychoanalytic movement. But scarcely

had his career begun in psychoanalytic work when he became aware of the

strong ego-involvement of the movement's leaders. Their stmggle for

power, their demands for rigidity of doctrine, and their structured
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bureaucracy indicated to the young Fromm that their principal concern

was with organizational self-maintenance rather than with their avowed

task. This convinced him that his participation in the orthodox move

ment could not be productive.

This encounter with Freudian authoritarianism plus the effects

on him of the Nazi rise to power sharpened his awareness of the

destructive power of abusive authority. Prior to his break with ortho

dox Freudianism he published his first religiously oriented work, Die

Entwinklung des Christusdogmas. a psychoanalytic study of the

social-psychological function of religion. This article signaled the

birth in Fromm's mind of his new religion, coming as it did four years

after his renunciation of his religious Jewry and five years before

his break with orthodox Freudianism.

His arrival in the United States in 1936 and his subsequent

collaboration with Horney, Sullivan, and Thompson marked the beginning

of his new psychoanalytic synthesis along economic and political lines.

This he pursued tenaciously. The principal and most effective platform

which he developed for promulgating his new religion was his books.

Each book either presented a new facet of his doctrine or elaborated

upon his earlier works. Escape from Freedom (1941) allowed him to apply

his theory of social character to the moral problem of Nazism. In Man

for Himself (1947) he elaborated his moral philosophy in expanded Freudian

terms. He lay the direct groundwork for a religious psychoanalytic idiom

In his Terry lectures, Psychoanalysis and Religion (1950).

Fifteen years after his first English publication, he had '

developed his synthesis to the point where he was able to publish a
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psychoanalytic manifesto, The Sane Society (1955). The following year

he added The. Art. of Loving. (1955) as a commentary to The Sane Society.

Froma's mission was becoming increasingly clearer in his own mind, as

witnessed in Slgmund Freud's Mission (1959) in which his corrections

of Freud betray astrong personal identification with Freud's religious

mission. Fromm sought to broaden the philosophical base of psycho

analysis by publishing Zen Buddhism and Psychoanalysis (1960). Fromm's

first contact with Zen dates back to his meeting with D. T. Suzuki In

1926.

Around 1959 Fromm became involved with the anti-war movement

and especially with the cause of nuclear disarmament. His lobbying

efforts with Riesman and his work in founding New Left journals con

tinued his search for a broadening base for his new religion. His most

elaborate political statement came in his analysis of Cold War policies,
May Man Prevail (1961).

Fromm's attraction to socialism dates back to the early 1920's

when during his university training he was exposed to the humanistic

strain of European socialism. However, it was not until the early 1960's

that he joined the Socialist Party-Social Democratic Federation. During

the 1960's Fromm worked to integrate Marxist doctrine as part of his

religious efforts and to solidify the Marxist-Freudian synthesis which

formed his dogmatic base.

Although Fromm was sixty years old in 1960, he drove himself,

writing and editing ten major volumes during the following ten year

period. The socialist manifesto, Let Man Prevail, appeared in 1960.

This short thirty-six page statement epitomizes his social, economic,
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and political position at the time.

To set his Marxist doctrine on afirm psychological foundation,
be published Marx's Concept of Man (1961). Here he edited Marx's

writings and wrote a commentary to the text. To solidify further the

Karxist-Freudian synthesis Beyond the Chains of Illusion (1962) was pub
lished. Although this volume is rather brief, it represents asigni

ficant statement of Fromm's religious strategy. In it Fromm reveals

many highly personal anecdotes surrounding his "conversion," and out

lines his personal debt to Marx and Freud. He closes with a credo

presenting in dogmatic terms the foundation of his new faith. In this

book his motives become even more clearly religious.

The Heart of Man (1964) represents a continuation of the moral

theology presented in Man for Himself (1947). Fromm redefines Freud's

three principles of the death wish, the Oedipal Complex, and narcissism

in terms of dialectical alternativism, confronting his audience with the

choice between good and evil. Fis article published in 1930, The Dogn-a

SL Christ, was reprinted along with other earlier essays on religion,

psychology, and culture in 1963. This re-statement furthered his synthesis

and made a strong prophetic appeal for peaceful revolution.

The*es to which he had only alluded in previous writings were

given detailed development In You Shall Be as Gods (1966). This book

states Froma's fundamental theodicy with its transcendental courtship

of his Judaeo-Christian audience. He redefines the Judaeo-Christian

tradition, linking it with his own humanistic religion.

To strengthen his appeal through pious linkages, he edited with

Bamon Xirau, professor of philosophy at the University of Mexico,
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The Nature of Man (1968). His intention here seems to be to display a

continuing tradition of humanism which embraces philosophy and theology

of East and West from antiquity to the present day. This anthology

stands as an ecumenical bible of humanism, bridging the gaps of Ideology,
culture, and time.

In 1970 two books appeared. The one, The Crisis of Psycho

analysis, is a collection of earlier articles on Freud, Karx, and social

psychology. Fromm at age seventy seems to feel the need to restate his

earlier pronouncements. One senses Froma's frustrations, as he reaches

old age, at not being given sufficient hearing and the subsequent urge

to repeat what he has already said—the anguish of the sage over his

words unheeded.

The second book published in 1970, Social Character In a Mexican

Village, he co-authored with Michael Kaccoby, his former student. This

empirical study lople=ents Fromm's theory of social character and serves

to validate the practicality of Fro-m's theory.

To summarize Froma's search for movements, it should first be

noted that he has never been content simply to associate himself with

a group. He has consistently rejected the priestly role of maintaining

the received doctrines. He has chosen the prophetic role of stimulating
an evolving synthesis of doctrine relevant to the scene.

This then is a statement of the hypothesis that Froma's ulterior

motive as prophet is to become a messiah. This should not be construed

as an interpretation of Froma's work as personal aggrandizement. The

witness of friends and colleagues consistently shows adeep sense of

freedom which Fromm allows his students in formulating their own ideas.
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Fromm's concern Is directed to his message and its importance for his

audience. This fact reveals Froma's highly ethical position as a

rhetor, rejecting the opportunity to manipulate his audience.

The discussion may now turn to one contribution which Fromm

makes to rhetorical theory deserving special note. Fromm possesses

an extremely acute rhetorical sense. Repeatedly he states the necessity

for the rhetor to understand three key terms of discourse: (1) an under

standing of the nature of man, for man is his message as well as his

audience; (2) an understanding of the nature of society, for society is

the interpretative filter of the message as well as the scene of the

discourse; (3) an understanding of the nature of history, for history

is not a passive conduit of tradition, but the product of man and a

key to the understanding of man past and present. His purpose is ever

rhetorical—to give effectiveness to truth.

Suggestions for Future Projects

The present author hopes that this study may offer a new

perspective to Fromm's readers, so that they may appreciate contemporary

prophecy in a new light. It is hoped that this study may afford a broader

understanding of the polemics of alienation and that the humanistic

re-evaluation of contemporary Marxist revisionists may receive wider

attention from thoughtful readers than has been the case heretofore.

Such a wide ranging and perhaps disparate study as this has

been leaves the author with many regrets. Hany facets of the analysis

could well have received fuller discussion. Many questions remain unasked

as well as unanswered. However, since every study ends when it is still
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beginning, mention should be made here of further work suggested

by this study.

Froma's highly self-conscious communication lends Itself

Ideally to a sore complete analysis, so that an integral theory of

communication could be evolved from Fromm's insights. This question

of the formulation of communication theory could also be focused on

the whole neo-Freudian school of psychoanalytic theory. Especially

should students take note of the writing of Harry Stack Sullivan with

whom Froma collaborated. His particular concern for the communication

process would furnish ample and valuable material from which to work

out a synthesis.

This study has only mentioned Fromm's notion of the alienation

of language, and it too could be developed as part of his whole seman

tic theory. Although the General Semanticists have analyzed this prob

lem to some degree, further examination of the idea could be profitably

done.

Here too only a limited treatment has been given to the rhetoric

of dialectic. This, because of its Marxist implications, could become

a very productive investigation.

For the student of social movement rhetoric, two focuses for

study suggest themselves. One, the rhetoric of the Hebrew prophetic

movement, would afford a student with sufficient biblical background

a topic blending biblical and rhetorical skills. The other, the psycho

analytic movement, presents an Involved and interesting subject fraught

with conflicts of personalities and ideologies which could make a solid

contribution to rhetorical scholarship.
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Finally, this study has emphasized the need for the develop
ment of a theory of social criticism as a rhetorical genre, m this

age of protest such astudy could offer asystematic matrix by which
to analyze this specific literary form.

In closing it Is hoped that this study will invite more

readers to question Erich Fromm's mission and to discover for them

selves the relevance of Froma's Covenant of Hope. For in judging
do we come to knowledge, and in judging with vision do we come to
wisdom.
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Footnotes

Chanter X

ErlCh 7zaaa' Psychoanalysis and Religion (New Haven, Conn.,
1950), p. 7.

Erich Froma, The Sane Society (Hew York, 1955), p. 352.

3Ibld.

John Schaar, Escape from Authority (New York, 1964), p. 295.

^tty Yorburg, Utopia and Realltv: A Collective Portrait
of American Socialists (New York, 1969), p. 247 ~
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APPENDIX I

Correspondence from Erich Fromm to the Author

On the following pages are photocopies of letters

received from Fromm.
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Ekich Fhomm

lao wrvxmsu>M dbivv

«.xr.

Septer.her 1, 1969

Kr. Brian B. 3etz
TJept. cf Speech and Draca
Valparaiso University
Valparaiso, Indiana

Dear Professor Betz:

Shank you for your interesting letter of August 18.

As for ?out questions: 1) I was in a seminar with
^arl Aanheic. 2) I knew Kartin Buher when I was about
18 years ola and living in Frankfurt, hut I do not think
taau I was mxiuenced in dt thinking by hin. 3) I have
an extended bibliography of several wages, which I could
nave copxec for you. There is a shorter version which
you can get by writing to ny secretary:

Miss Beatrice Meyer
Patricio Sanz 748-5
Mexico 12, D.P.
i'erico

I an grateful to you for the interest which vou show
with yoar dissertation.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Erich From
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Professor Brian R. Betz,
Department of Speech,
Indiana University Northwest,
3400 Broadway,
Gary,
Indiana 46408

Cmaa La Monda

via Franscini 4

CH 6SO0 LocamoJAjrHSo

14th October 1972.

Dear Professor Betz,

Thank you for your letter of September 26th, which
was forwarded to me here and hence arrived with a good deal
of delay.

Let me first express my gratitude for sharing with
me your response to my writing. It touched a special cord
in me. I would never have thought of my style as being
related to prophetic style, if for no other reason than cry
admiration for prophetic writings. But it may nevertheless
interest you that the prophetic writings are to me unique in
their spirit but also in their language and style, and there
is almost nothing in literature which moves me as much as the
writings of some of the great prophets. I might add the
following remark. I find that Marx, especially in the
Communist Manifesto, has some of the prophetic style which to
me seems, among other things, to be characterized by a
passionate, moral conviction and by the uncompromising search
for the truth and courage to express it. In addition by a
poetic quality which is rarely to be found in philosophical
or political writings. The other writer I would compare,
as far as my subjective response is concerned, is Meister
Eckhart and the author of The Cloud of Unknowing. Perhaps
it is the rare blending of the greatest penetrating reason
and of the highest quality of affect which can be found in
the prophets, in Marx and in Eckhart.

Speaking of Marx, I don't only think of the Manifesto
but also of the Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844. I assume
you know them, otherwise I would be glad to send you a little
book of mine, Marx' Concept of Man, which is the first English
translation with a comment of a little less than 100 pages
written by myself.

I enclose a copy of a statement of Marx on what is
wealth, which I ran across a few days ago in a manuscript on
Marx's philosophy, which is yet unpublished. I do not know
the source but I think you might enjoy reading it.

As to your questions, first, I never met Freud and
while I admire him as an enormously creative thinker, I was
never touched by him or his work in any sense which could be
compared to my response to the prophets or the other authors
I mentioned.
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Caaa La Monda

Via Franscini 4

CH 6600 Locamo-Muralto

As to 'ro-sc second question, I '.-/rocs a Socialist
Kanifesto, which was meant to be a draft for a program of
the Socialist Party in the United States at a time when I
had hopes that the Socialist Party might come to life again
by representing Humanist Socialism. This hope turned out
to be an illusion and in fact I resigned from the Party a
year ago. I should have some copies in Mexico and I am
glad to send you one as soon as I am back, in November.

Ky address from than on will be Patricio Sanz 748-5,
Mexico 12, D.F. Mexico.

Sincerely yours,

Cfi-
Erich Fromm

Enc.
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APPEKDIX II

Other Correspondence with the Author

The author wrote to a number of notable members of the

academic and political communities inquiring as to any possible

influence which Fromm may have had upon them.

A number of letters were received in response to this

inquiry and have been reproduced and included on the following
pages.
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• •• ; \ \

THE UNIVERSITY OF SUSSEX1PALMER BHIOHTON BNlToF ° EHOLANO \

coaaj)«7«

July 17,. 1972

Professor Brian B. Betz,
InjLana University Horthweat,
3400 Broadway,
Gary,.. Indiana 46408,
O.S.A. "•,!••'.

Sear Professor Bats,
i •••<• - .; --:- ••

Thank you for your letter of June 29th. Like
many others,I was first influenced by Brich Froma's

1writings, especially The Fear of Freedom. -But at • •j:'i
^..the beginning of the 1960s I became more cloeely aa-'^fi

:•).. sociated .with hia. At that time I was translating •=" ''•
•Marx'a early.writings, and;Erich Froma made use of ;
,eome of. the translations in hie book Man's Concent
ofjfan.. we were both interested "in the humanism of
the young Marx, in the problem of alienation, and '-
in ways, of developing a non-aUenated society. Thus
we found also that.we had a common interest in de- -

r,. centrjiaed, non-authoritarian forms of socialism,' V
'and especially the Tugoalav system of workers' self-':
.management. It was Erich Froma "who developed some J--'
•of these-.notiona by bringing together the essays in "
Socialist Humanistt. andil waa very-glad to be associ
ated with him in this work, which in my view helped .
to prepare the way for the social movements of the .','•
later 1960s, though to some extent they later took/ •'•
different directions. Erich Froma's influence in;
this field was considerable; it helped to crystal
lize for me an alternative kind of socialist move
ment, after the disillusioning experiences of the
1950s (in thia it Joined with^the influence of C.
Wright Mills).^--..C :.i,v ?.-,. .'..- .. •.,...; .: *7 ;"-. ,.

•''•'•• £'-!A •':'~:-rt'- -V ••£ fh.'ii. •;. :-.•,';• V '*.?:-.'?•?.£']
Erich Froma and I have continued to exchange ".'.'•"

ideas, both about current, politica and about new -
social Boveaenta, and hia work atill helps to sua-" •/'
tain my own hope for a social tranaformation which ,/
will bring genuine equality, liberation and self- /'.
government to aen.

4

\

With all good wishes,

Tours sincerely,

Too Bottoaore
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R. Bucrminster Fuller K»gueaoa6*exzaocK3s^xji*4acxx3cxx^

P.O. Box 696, Edwardsville, IL 62025 (618) 692-3313

August 2, 1972

Dear Professor Betz:

To my direct knowledge, Erich Fromm has had no direct
influence on me.

If we do share ccoaon values and perspectives, it could
easier be due to indirect effects.

Faithfully yours,

Professor Brian R. Betz

Department Of Speech
Indiana University Northwest
3400 Broadway
Gary, Indiana 46408

le

R. Buckminster Fuller
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common cause
2100 M STREET. N.W„ WASHINGTON. D.C. 20037

John W. Gardner. Chairman (202)833-1200 <®>-

July 24, 1972

Professor Brian R. Betz
Indiana University Northwest
3400 Broadway
Gary, Indiana 46408

Dear Professor Betz:

Your letter of June 29 concerning Eric Fromm comes
at a time when my own schedule is impossibly crowded
so I shall have to postpone for the moment the
pleasant task of giving you my observations on Eric
Fromm.

You are correct in believing that I have followed
his work with great interest. As soon as I have
the opportunity to sit down and put my thouqhts
together, I will do so.

Sine
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Edward T.HaS

P.O. Box5273. Santa Fe. New Mejbco 87501

July 18, 1972

Professor Brian R. Betz
Department of Speech
Indiana university Korthwest
3400 Broadway
Gary, Indiana 46403

Dear Professor Betz:

Bnder separate cover I'm sending you a chapter entitled,
The Paradox of Culture" from the book"honoring Erich

Fromm, IB THE HAKE OF LIFE. I believe it will show Fromm's
influence on my thinking.

Sincerely,

ETH/ejs
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Edward T. Hall

Professor of Anthropology

C^QrtAjjdL va Vjlo oWa*o^
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1820

1970

INDIANA UNIVERSITY NORTHWEST
3400 BROADWAY

GARY. INDIANA 4S10I

DIVISION OP ARTS AND SCIENCES

June 29, 1972

Dr. Ivan Illich

Centro Intercultural de Documentacion
Hancho Tetela, Apdo 479
Cuernavaca, Mexico

Dear Dr. Illich:

For my doctoral dissertation in the field of rhetoric and public
address at Northwestern university, I am currently researching
Erich Fromm's social criticism with an eye to establishing what
impact his work has had on the academic community in America and
abroad. From what I have perceived from your writing, I am led
to believe that you share certain common values and perspectives
with Fromm.

I would be grateful having your observations on what, if any,
influence Fromm either personally or through his writings may
have had on you.

I do realize that you have a quite busy schedule, and I certainly
don't what to burden you with this request, but if you would have
a few momenta to jot down your thoughts, I would appreciate it
greatly.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

(Prof.) Brian H. Betz
Department of Speech

BRB/cm

SSB^I

From had a great influence
on rao both through his -writings
and nuch nore through his personal
friendship, his patience tith ns
when he criticized my writings
and his eccaaple as a nan -rbo knew
how to groif old with dignity, in
freedom and full of curiosity

l<ilif.« in,.
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YALE LAW SCHOOL

NEW HAVEN. CONNECTICUT 06520

August 22, 1972

Professor Brian H. Betz
Department of Speech
Indiana University Borthwest
5^00 Broadway
Gary, Indiana h6ho8

Dear Dr. Betz:

Dr. Froma and I worked together at various times-
in common courses, for example, we were colleagues
at the new school for Social Research in Hew York
City in a joint course with Dr. Karen Korney. Pro
fessor Fromm was greatly encouraged sociological
outlook that permeated American psychiatry and
social psychology. His work shows the impact of
this exposure.

Very truly yours,

Harold D. lasswell

CV.
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
CAMBRIDGE. SCttaAOCSETTS CD»
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Institute for Policy Studies
1520 New llim|»hire Avenue. N.W., Wjthinffton. D.C. 20036 (202) A D^m. 4-9382

September 10, 1972

Professor Brian R. Betz

Department of Speech
Indiana University Northwest
3400 Broadvay
Gary,
Indiana 46408

Dear Professor Betz: ~

Erich Fromm was my training analyst and my most Important
teacher. He is a rare combination of a scientist and a master
in a non-theistic but religious sense. He taught me a different
way of approaching psychological questions, of relating concepts
to experience. Unfortunately, he has never published clinical
cases, so one does not see the basis of his concepts, which are
rooted In clinical experience. This differentiates hin from
others, such as Marcuse or N.O. Brown whose socio-psychoanalytlc
theories are more speculative. Fromm's influence has led me to
see many psychoanalytic and social questions that can be explored
and understood. Finally, he has provided a revision of Freud
that allows psychoanalysis to overcame its mechanistic theoretical
chains and to beccme relevant to social questions. In my case,
the direction of study is the question of the effects of work
on character and the possibilities of humanizing work.

I would be very Interested to see your completed work.

With best wishes.

Sincerely,

WJ~1 "f \£ 1 'Michael Maccoby

mm/let
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ROL-LO MAY. PH. O.

Septemberr 19* 1972:

Hew address:

9 East 9*th Street
Ke« TarJc, H.Y..
10028

Brian E. Bet*
Department ot Speech
Division of Arts and Scieneeat
Indiana University Horthwest-
JMO0 Broadway
Gary, Tnaiana k&*Q&

Dear-Dr. B«tu

Please forgive my being unable- to answer- your
letter of June: 29th. sooner- It was irfKi^ra la
the moving of" ay attic* thiar summer.

If you etilX wish cosoeats from me on Erich Freaa"s
eritieisiH, I would!be glad, to write: to you: in greate
detail. Hi» early work did; hare ac strong influence:
onmer but I- have felt that his later work, ha*
progreaaivaly becoae- more- euperfieial and haa, had.
no influence' on my worfc-

HMsLp
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ASHLEY MONTAGU t*. 32t C^rry Hill IfoaJ, 'Princeton, S^ew Jersey 08540
609-924-3756

30 September 1972

D=ar T'r Betzi

t'Ljir|ti~Wi^5.e °£™et "or* °* ^rich Sromm came when his •
.S?f* *r£ rRS': rR33Dor'T "as sent to me for review by the

?" of ^ychiatry. I wrote a highly favorable and rather
longish review of it, and from that time on have read almost
everything Fromm has written, always with great admiration
and rarely with disagreement. Idon't know'that S^has
had any influence on'me. for his thinking simoly Paralleled
mine, except that he expressed my thoughts (which wire of
course, entirely independent of any of°ir.lne a^d original
ev2 ^0m^,-1S0 r^h mor%Jichly and effectively than I could
IZfn a' hl1! I haVe often quoted him- he ha3 never, to my
..u-a UiV3LCF-a:-. with approval, he has made no reference to
it anymore than anyone else has done. e xo

Years ago we collaborated on a reader of Freud's writings
21? ?nm^t0 "^hlnS l?cause of copyright problems. »e^Beir.eat in the middle Tories, but have not met since.

*'e think alike on most things, but have arrived at our ideas
and conclusions quite independently of one another. •

The one area in which I most disagree with Fromm is that one
nust love oneself before one can love others!™ on tS conlrarv
believe tnat one may not care terribly much for on-self vet
still be able to love others. XI' yex

Sincerely,

\ ^K'-ty1 ir^fvs^s-

?Tr Erian B Eetz
Division of Arts and Sciences
Indiana University Northwest

."£00 Broadway
Cary Indiana ^6^08
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

11 July 1972

William James Hall ISO
Cambridge, ^Massachusetts 02133

Professor Brian R. Betz
Department of Speech
Division of Arts and Sciences
Indiana University Northwest
3400 Broadway
Gary, Indiana 46408

Dear Professor Betz:

I want to respond to your inquiry about Erich Fromm and his influence
on me at greater length when I get settled after moving back from
Princeton to Cambridge. I think you have taken a very interesting
topic. Fromm has had a great influence on ne personally and through
his writings; I hope there has been some reciprocal influence, since
I have often argued with hin concerning his social criticism. We
have also worked together on arms control issues for a good many
years—is that a theme of Interest to yon, because it does not involve
the influence of his work on the academic community, but rather,
marginally but persistently, on such political leaders as Senator
Fulbright. Have you written to Dr. Michael Maccoby, who would be
a very good informant in your quest? Almost certainly you have.

With good wishes for your-work,

Sincerely,

o.

David Riesman

C<L^

DR/mg

P.S. To save time, I will ask my secretary in Cambridge to sign and
send this on to you.
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

William James Hall 230. 380
Cambridge, ^Massachusetts 02133

15 August 1972

Professor Brian R. Betz
Department of Speech
Division of Arts and Sciences
Tndf ana University Northwest
3400 Broadway
Gary, Indiana 46408

Dear Professor Betz:

Your inquiry of June 29 about the influence Erich Fromm has had on me personally
or through his writings is not easy to respond to. I met him in 1939, through
wh?^wlr°^rfl0-WaS Ci°Se C° m B°ther* mi began Psychoanalytic work with him
ant^IS,-^ * r6" T** *V3S UvinS ^ ** Buffal°- pol"ically, I wasEmS^? ' I SaW- " aMalXiSt though interpreting Mars in terms of
«f?i,! ^vrlyt?>Ee *™*»«ic writings as you surely know. Like many Europeansof the Frankfort School" he saw America as more monolithic than I did, and^e
But mfce^T ?**eUU' persuasive to me in his judgments about American Institutions.
of r^L ^ «*««*»""»• *** deeply influential was in his interpretation
waslSrSvstr"c^%^general and in America. His theory of social character
was extremely and decisively influential in The Lonely Crowd and, probably even
more important his mode of psychoanalytic interpretation was decisive for the
IrthV Ttt^ , °f ******"* material in Faces in the Crowd: the method
to hT^^v ™ r ""^ a gre3t deal t0 the ki°d of analysis Fromm illustratesin his boot The Forgotten Lanena.e- As a clinician, I have found Fromm unequalled
In has grasp of nuance and his understanding of individual and group character.

The series of essays on Freud which I published in the journal Psychiatry in 1950
(reprinted in Individualisa Seconsidered) are equally indebted to Fromm's kind of
analysis of Freud and indeed of verbal and other materials.

Hhatever our differences in interpretation of American society, we were in complete
agreement about the dangers of American and foreign nuclear policy during the
cold war years. And here Froma's knowledge of central European people and politics
was invaluable for my own understanding; I am sending you an essay, "Dealing With
the Russians Over Berlin," which reflects joint lobbying efforts by Fromm and me
in Washington and elsewhere between around 1958 and 1961, on the kinds of issues
dealt with in that article. Along with Norman Thomas and A.J. Muste, we were the
main founders—assisted by Robert Gilmore of the New York Friends—of the
Committee for Correspondence; I then began a Newsletter which became a journal
™t* W3S J °°lj OU£let of the Committee and which Fromm supported through his
^I^fV£tnfncia11?' and *» cve?7 other way. In this area, Fromm's Marxism of
which I had been originally so very critical was a help, because he belonged to
tnat strand of European Social Democrats who were passionately and intransigent^
anti-coaaunist, so that the positions he took whenever compromised, as was the
case with so many Americans who opposed the cold war, by any touch of Stalinist
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professor Brian R. Betz -2- 15 August 1972

outlook. 'My book of essays, Abundance for What?, the first section of which
deals with the cold war is dedicated to Fromm.

The positions we took in. those years, now of course widespread and even taken
for granted, were often extremely lonely ones. I recall a Daedalus Arms Control
Conference in 1960, where we were opposed by such then influential people as
Edward Teller and a number of others who have since changed their positions.
Sot only was Fromm utterly intrepid in holding on to his views no matter what
arguements could be brought against them by extremely intelligent people, but
he also would never give up—he always had that basic sanguinity that it made
sense to keep trying. This had a great influence on me, and I think on others
too.

One other field in which he had an influence on me was to support a position I
long held on the basis of the most limited understanding, and that was concerning
Zionism. Fromm is steeped in Jewish lore, law and tradition; I am almost com
pletely ignorant on that subject. He knew some of the leading theologians who
played a part in trying to create a bi-national state in Palestine. In 1948, we
worked together along with Norman Thomas, Hannah Arendt and just a few others in
this direction.

It may be that all this is apart from the kinds of issues that interest you. Most
ofmy work and writing for the last twenty years has been in the field of higher
education, and in that field my relation to Fromm is perhaps best indicated by
the enclosed reprint written originally for a Festschrift in his honor but con
densed in the latter.

Again with good wishes,

DR:llp
end.
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Sincerely,

Dav:avid Riesmanlan \
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SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

m v ^^"ioliosraphy is divided into twelve sections as follows:
(1) Fromm's Writings-Books; (2) Fromm's Writings-Articles; (3) Inter
views with Fromm; (4) Rhetorical and Complication Theory^Books • (5)
mT ?V£ Coa"BU£«tl«» Theory-Articles; (6) Nature^ of Prophecy;
Sfc^nl ^V*7''™ ^^oanalytic History and Theory; (9) AlieStion-
MistilineL^urces0?-^01635 ^ ^^ °f *™»'° *"*•* - ™

(1) Fromm's writings—Books

Fromm, Erich. The Art of Loving. Kew York*, 1956.

. Beyond the Chains of Illusion: Ky_ Encounter with Marx and
Freud. New York, 1962. ~ SES-

^^Ihg. Crisis of Psychoanalysis. Premiered. Greenwich, Conn.,

The Dogma of Christ. Anchor ed. Garden City, S. Y., 1966.

Escape from Freedom. Bew York 1941.

_. Ihe Forgotten Language: An Introduction to the Understanding
of Dreams, Fairy. Tales .and ifyths. Evergreen edT~Sew York, 1957.

_. The Heart of Han. Colophon ed. Kew York, 1968.

j£t Man Prevail: A Socialist Manifesto and Progrgr,. New York,
1960.

_. Man for Himself. Kew York, 1947

• Marx's Concept of Man. Sew York, 1961.

__. May. Man Prevail? An Inouirx into the Facts and Fictions of
Foreign Policy. Anchor ed. Garden City, H. Y., 196E

—. Psychoanalysis and Religion. Bew Haven, Conn., 1950.

_. The Revolution of Hope: Toward a Humanized Technology. New
York, 1968. ~ "•

The Sane Society. Kew York, 1955.
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Sigmund Freud's Mission: An Analysis of His Personality
and Influence. New York, 1959

_, ed. Socialist Humanism: An International Symposium. Anchor
ed. Garden City, N. Y., 1966.

_. You Shall Be as Gods. New York, 1966.

_, and Michael Maccoby. Social Character In a Mexican Village:
A Sociopsychoanalvtic Study. Englewood Cliffs, N. J., 1970.

_, and D. T. Suzuki, and Richard DeMartino. Zen Buddhism and
Psychoanalysis. Colophon ed. New York, 1970.

_, and Ramon Xirau, eds. The Nature of Man. New York, 1968.

(2) Fromm's Writings—Articles

Fromm, Erich. "Afterword," 1984. by George Orwell. Signet Classic ed.
New York, 1961.

• T^ Art of Dream Interpretation," Pastoral Psychology. II
(1952), 17-25. ""

. "The Case for Unilateral Disarmament," Daedalus, LXXXIX (Fall
1960), 1015-1028.

- "The Condition of the American Spirit: Are We Fully Alive?"
Newsday. January 13, 1968.

• "A Counter-Rebuttal to Herbert Marcuse," Dissent. Ill (Winter
1956), 82-83.

_. "The Creative Attitude," Creativity and Its Cultivation, ed.
Harold H. Anderson. New York, 1959.

_. "Disobedience as a Psychological and Moral Problem," A Matter
of Life, ed. Clara Urquhart. London, 1963.

_. "Facts and Fictions about Berlin," The Correspondent: The
Monthly Newsletter of the Council for Correspondence. (July 21,
1961), 2—6.

_. "Faith as a Character Trait," Psychiatry. V (1942), 307-319.

_. "Foreword," A Biography: Freud. His Life and His Mind, by
Helen Walker Puner. Dell ed. New York, 1959.

_. "Foreword," Interpersonal Psychoanalysis: The Selected
Papers of Clara M. Thompson, ed. Maurice R. Green. New York,
1964.
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_- "Foreword." Karl Karx: Early Writings, trans, and ed.
T. B. Bottomore. Eew York, 1964.

_• "Foreword," Looking Backward, by Edsard Bellamy. New
American Library ed. Ssv York, 1960.

_. "Foreword," Sgmmerhill—A Eadical Abroach to Child Rearing.
by A. S. Keill. Eew York, 1960.

_. "The Humanistic Implications of Instlnctivistic 'Radicalism,'"
Dissent. II (1955), 342-349.

_• "In the Name of Life," Psychiatry and Social Science Review.
(July 1968), 6-7.

_. "Individual and Social Origins of Eeurosls," The American
Sociological Eeview. X (1544), 380-384.

"Introduction," Celebration of Awareness: A Call for
Institutional Revolution, by Ivan D. Illich. Anchor ed. Garden
City, B. Y., 1971.

"Introduction," Oedipus Myth and Complex: A Review of
Psychoanalytic Theory, by Patrick Kullahy. Kew York, 1948.

_. "The Limitations and Dangers of Psychology," Religion and
Culture: Essays in Eoair of Paul Tillich. ed. W. Leibrecht.
Kew York, 1959.

_. "Love and Its Disintegration," Pastoral Psychology. VTI
(1956), 37-44.

_. "Man is Kot a Thing," The Saturday Peview of Literature. XL
(March 16, 1957), 9-11.

_• "The Nature of Dreams," The Scientific American. CLXXX (May
1949), 44-47.

_. "Oedipus Myth," The Scientific American. CLXXX (January 1949),
22-27.

_. "Our Way of Life Makes Us Miserable," Saturday Evening Post.
CCXXXVTI (July 25, 1964), 8-12.

_. "Preface," The Rule of Folly, by James R. Newman. New York,
1962.

_. "The Present Crisis in Psychoanalysis," The Reach of Mind:
Essays in Memory of Kurt Goldstein, ed. Marianne L. Simmel.
New York, 1968.

_. "The Present Human Condition," The Anerlcan Scholar. XXV
(Winter 1955-1956), 29-35.
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_. "Prophets and Priests," Bertrand Russell. Philosopher of the
Century: Essays in His Honor, ed. Ralph Schoenman. London",^967.

_. "Psychoanalysis—Scienticism or Fanaticism?" The Saturday
Review of Literature. LXI (June 14, 1958), 11-13.

_. "Psychoanalytic Characterology and Its Application to the
Understanding of Culture," Culture and Personality, ed.
S. Stansfeld Sargent and Marian W. Smith. New York, 1949.

_. "Psychology of Guaranteed Income," The Nation CCI (December 6
1965), 439-442. '

_. "The Psychology of Normalcy," Dissent. I (Spring 1954), 39-43.

"The Real Menace of Fascism," Science Digest. XII (August 1942),
34-38.

—. "Remarks on the Problem of Free Association," Psychiatric
Research Reports, American Psychiatric Association. Washington,

—kn "Selflshness and Self-Love," Psychiatry. II (November 1939),

_.' "Sex and Character," The Family: Its Function and Destiny.
ed. Ruth Nanda Anshen. New York, 1949.

_. "Should We Hate Hitler?" Journal of Home Economics. XXXIV
(April 1942), 220-223. :

_. "The Social Philosophy of 'Will Therapy,'" Psychiatry II
(May 1939), 229-237. ~* ^

_. Untitled essay. Sunmerhill: For and Against, ed. Harold H.
Hart. New York, 1970.

"Values, Psychology and Human Experience," New Knowledge In
Human Values, ed. Abraham Maslow. New York, 1959.

_. "What Shall We Do with Germany?" The Saturday Review of
Literature. XXVI (May 29, 1943), 10.

_, and Michael Maccoby. "Debate on the Question of Civil Defense r
Commentary. XXXIII (January 1962), 11-23. *

(3) Interviews with Fromm

Brossard, Chandler. "A Visit with Dr. Erich Fromm," Look Magazine. XXVIII
(May 5, 1964), 28, 50-52. **
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Drasnin, Irv, (Producer-Writer-Director). "You and the Commercial,"
transcript of broadcast over the C.B.S. Television Network.
April 26, 1973. (Mimeographed.)

Evans, Richard I. Dialogue with Erich Fromm. Kew York, 1966.

Sershba, Joseph. "An Interview with Erich Fromm," New York Post
Magazine. April 22, 1962,.p. 12.

(4) Rhetorical and Communication Theory—Books

Alexander, Hubert G. Meaning in Language. Chicago, 1969.

Aristotle. The Basic Works of Aristotle, ed. Richard McKeon. New York,
1941.

• The Rhetoric, trans. Lane Cooper. Kew York, 1937.

Baldwin, Charles Sears. Ancient Rhetoric and Poetic. New York, 1924.

. Medieval Rhetoric and Poetic. Kew York, 1928.

- Renaissance Literary Theory and Practice. New York, 1939.

Bamlund, Dean C., ed. Interpersonal Communication: Survey and Studies.
Boston, 1968.

Berelson, Bernard, and Morris Janowltz, eds. Reader in Public Opinion
and Communication. 2nd ed. Kew York, 1966.

Berlo, David K. The Process of Communication: An Introduction to Theory
and Practice. New York, 1960.

Bewley, Marius. The Complex Fate. Kew York, 1967.

Bltzer, Lloyd F., and Edwin Black, eds. The Prospect of Rhetoric:
Report of the National Developmental Project. Speech Communi
cation Association. Englewood Cliffs, N. J., 1971.

Black, Edwin. Rhetorical Criticism: A Study In Method. New York, 1965.

Bonaann, Ernest G. Theory and Research in the Communicative Arts.
Kew York, 1965.

Brown, Charles T., and Charles Van Riper. Speech and Man. Englewood
Cliffs, N. J., 1966.

Brown, J. A. C. Techniques of Persuasion: From Propaganda to Brain
washing. Pelican ed. Baltimore, 1963.
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Brown, Roger. Social Psychology. Kew York, 1965.

. Words_and Things. Glencoe, 111., 1953.

Bryant, Donald C, ed. The Rhetorical Idiom. Ithaca, N. Y., 1958.

Burke, Kenneth. Attitudes toward History. 2nd ed. Beacon ed
Boston, 1961.

.. Counter-Statement. Los Altos, Cal., 1931.

. A Grammar of Motives. New York, 1954.

LJlr?r¥- H ^olic Action: Essays on Life, Literature.
and Method. Berkeley, Cal., 1968. ~~
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Coleman^James C. Personality Dynamics and Effective Behavior. Chicago,
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