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Is man inherently aggressive, with destructiveness in

his genes, as Nobel laureate Karl Lorenz would have us be-

lieve? Or is he conditioned to aggressiveness by his en-

vironment and by social influences as suggested by B. F.-

Skinner? Whatever the an-
swer there's no gainsoying,
the fact that man is the only
species which destroys its
own kind in mass killings un-
known elsewhere In Nature.

So far the definitive an-
swer to this crucial conun-
drum is and remains elusive.
The scores of Dbiologists,
analysts, animal psycholo-
gists, anthropologists, and
even paleontologists quoted
by Erich Fromm in this,
probably the most important
of his books, give some no-
tion of the complexity of a
problem that goes to the
heart of human nature and
behavior.

It is not sufficient to ad-
mit that man is the only
species that kills fellowman
on a massive scale. Each
century has witnessed the
magnification of this de
structiveness thaaks to ad-
vancing technoiogy. What re-
malns unchanged is the im-
pulse which drives man to
commit these acts.

% * *

.Fromm takes a position
somewhere between Lorenz
and Skinner. To begin with,
he refuses to regard man
as Inherently aggressive.

Man, he concedes, possesses

an “innate” but harmless ag-
gressiveness directed to sur-
vival whi~n ha shares with
hie._anfaivcl.~ nenac arg T ranas
calls this bexign aggression.
performed out of necessity
Malignant azgression i{s not
or for biolozical reasons. It
Is an acquired human char-
acteristic and not instinetive.
Here Fromm malkes an in-
tyigu.ing point. Primitive so-
cieties were most likely not
the “brutal, destructive and
cruel” prototype of “man
the killer” who evolved later.
These early groups were ma-
triarchal. whereas man’s fuil
measure of destructiverd,s
was redched in patriarcaal
societies. One is tempted to
believe that if woman nad
headed the governments in-
volved in the two world wars
they might have never oc-
curred. Of course, it shoull
be noted parenthetizally tan.
in tha two mest recent wats
—Indfa-Pakistan and tt?
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ers were involved.)
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pany with Fre
that sexuality is th
for most human P#
Instead he substitutes necml-
philia (a love for the dem'.

over them. By his word he
could kill them, have them
tortured, have them rescued
again. He had the power of
God over life and death.”

As for Hitler, Fromm
argues that his actions in
ordering the killings of mil-
lions of Jews, Russians and
his final order for the dge-
struction of all Germans
cannot be explained as justi-
fied by traditional reasons
of state but as ‘the product
of a deeply necrophilious
man.” Himmler is an exam-
ple of the sadistic authori-
tarian who developed “a pas-
sion for unlimited control
over others.”

* % *

In reaching his conclusion
that man is not genetically
aggressive but acquires a
malignant aggression,
Fromm Las wial scilie WO
me a logical and persuasive
answer to a problem which
grows more perilous and in-
sistent with each generation.

I am glad to report that
“The Anatomy of Human
Destructiveness” is not only
a landmark book but one
written in standard English
comprehensible to any intel-
ligent reader.

Barkham, J., 1973b: Review Fromm, E.: The Anatohﬁybf Human Destructiveness (1973a, English),
In: New York Post, New York (12. 11. 1973) [= BARKHAM, J., 1973
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the fact that man Is the snly
specles which destroys iis
own kind in mass kiilings un-
known elsewhere in Nature.

So far the definitive an-
swer to this crucial conun-
drum is and remains elusive.
The scores of biologists,
analysts, animal psycholo-
gists, anthropelogists, and
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by Erich Fromm in this,
probably the most important
of his books, give some no-
tion of the complexity of a
problem that goes to the
heart of human nature and
behavior.

It is not sufficient to ad-
mit that man is the only
species that kills fellowman
on a massive scale. Each
century has witnessed the
magnification of this de
structiveness thanks to ad-
vancing technology. What re-
mains unchanged is the im-
pulse which drives man to
commit these acts.
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.JFromm takes & position
somewhere between Lorenz
and Skinner. To begin with,
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fiea by traditional reasons
of state but as ‘the produet
of a deeply necrophilious
man.” Himmler is an exam-
ple of the sadistic authori-
tarian who developed “a pas-
sion for unlimited control
over others.”
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In reaching his conclusion
that man is not genetically
aggressive but acquires 2
malignant aggression,
Fromm has what seems to
me a logical and persuasive
answer to a problem which
grows more perilous and in-
sistent with each generation.

I am glad to report that
“The Anatomy of Human
Destructiveness” is not only
a landmark book but one
written in standard English

he refuses to regard man comprehensible to any intel-
as inherently aggressive. jigent reader.
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vival which he shares with .
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calls this benign aggression. .

performed out of necessity
Malignant aggression is not
or for biological reasons. It
is an acquired human char-
acteristic and not instinctive.
3 Here Fromm makes an in-
triguing point. Primitive so-
cieties were most likely not
the “brutal, destructive and
crucl” prowiype of uaa
the killer” who evolved later.
These early groups were ma-
1 triarchal. whereas man’s full
measure of destructiveneys
was reached in patriarcnal
societies. One s tempted to
believe that if woman had
headed the governments in-
1  volved In the two world wars

they might have never oc-

curred. Of course, it should

be noted parenthetically that

in the two most recent wars

—India-Pakistan and the
Aiddle wast—women lead-

“ers were involved.)

% X *

e

Veroffentlichungen — auch von Teilen — bedirfen der schriftlichen Erlaubnis des Rechteinhabers.

1)
c
9
®
L
)
>
o
—
o
c
=]
=]
8
O
>
c
o
[<}]
(%2}
=]
<
c
2
—
[<F]
[= 1
—
(o}
L
—
3
C
Q
O
)
c
[<F]
S
=
(53
[}
(@]
S
£
o
L
<
2
—
w
[<}]
=
=]
Y
o
2
2
—
Qo
o
—
[a

Eigentum des Erich Fromm Dokumentationszentrums. Nutzung nur fiir persénliche Zwecke.

material prohibited without express written permission of the copyright holder.

Fromm also parts com-
pany with Freud in his view
that sexuality is the basis
for most human passions.
Instead he substitutes necro-
philia (a love for the dead,
for killing), and as ex-
4 emplars gives us Stalin, Hit-
ler. and Himmiler, through
whom Hitler had his mass
killings performed. Fromm's |
detailed analyses of these!
i three men are Iascinating
1 studies is psweho-history.

i  Stalin's behavior, Fromm
argues, .Is a textbook exam-
ple of physical, non-sex.ui
sadisnr. Stalin's behavior

| demonstrated “the wish t2

1 show people that he had az-
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