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THE ANATOMY OF HUMAN
X DESTRUCTIVENESS. By Er-
ich Fromm. Holt Rmehart and
. Wlnston $10.95. " ~
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By JOHN BARKHAM cieties were most likely not  sadism. Stalin's behavior
Is Man inherently aggres- the brutal. destructive, and  demonstrated the wish to
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sive. with destruztivercss in
his genes, as inobel laureate
Karl Lorenz would have us
believe? Or is he conditioned
to aggressiveness by his envi-
ronment and by social influ-
ences, as suggested by B.F.
Skinner? Whatever the an-

swer, there's no denying that ~

Man is the only species which
destroys its own kind in mass
killings.

So far the definitive answer
to this crucial conundrum is

* and remains elusive. But the

scores of biologists. analysts,
animal psychologists, anthro-

_ pologists, and even paleontol-

ogists quoted by Erich
Fromm in this, probably the
most important ¢f his books,
give’some notion of the com-
plexity of the probiem.

Fromm takes a position

" somewhere between Lorenz

. he concedes,

and Skinner. To begin with,
he refuses te regard man as
inherentiy aggressive. Man,
poscesses an
innate but harmless aggres-
siveness directed to surviiai,
which he shares with his ani-
mal ancestors. Fremm cails
this BENIGN aggression.
MALIGNANT aggroession is
not performed ou! of nccessi-
ty or for biologiczl reasons. it
is an acquired human charac-
teristic and not instinctive.
Here Fremm makes an in-
triguing puine. Pamuuve so-

cruel nrotorvne of man the
killer who evolved later.
These early groups: were
matriarchal. whereas man's
full measure of destructive-
ness was reached in patriar-
chal societies. One is tempted
to believe that if women had
headed the governments in-
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volved in the two world wars,
they might never' have oc-
curred. (This. of course. is
pure conjecture. It should be
noted parenthetically that in
the two most recent wars —
India-Pakistan and the Mid-
dle East — women leaders
were nvolved.)

Necrop‘hilia base

Fromm also parts company
with Freud in his view that
sexuality 1 the basis for
most human passions. In-
stead he substitutes necrophi-
lia ta love for the dead. for
Killing). and as exemplars he
gives us Stasin, Hitler. and
Himmler. through whom Hit-
ler had his mass killings per-
formed. I'romm's dJetailed
analyses of these three men
are tascinating sivdies n psy-
chohistory.

Stalin’s behavior, ¥Fromm
argues, is a textbook cxam-
ple of physical, nonsexual
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chow praple that ke had s
lute power and control over
them, Fromm says.

By his word he could kill
them. have them tortured,
have them rescued again He
had the power of God over
life and death.

In reaching his conclusion
that man is not ;.,eneticalh
aggressive but acquires a
MALIGNANT' aggression,
Fromm has what seems to
me a logical and persuasive
answer to a problem which
grows more perilous and in-
sistent with each generation
He quotes figures to show
that in the 17th Century therc
were 239 battles: in the 18th,
781; in the 19th, 651: and 1n
the 20th, 892 up to 1949. Since
then the number has apprec:-
ably increased. Obviously
Man's inherited characteris-
tics as aggressor are not re-
sponsible for this startling in-
crease but rather Man's
acquired aggressiveness
bached by new technology

Psy chiatric and or p\\chnl
ogical expositions normallv
are ecaunclated in a profes-
sional battlcgab that the gen-
eral reader finds confusing
and mumldaung I can report
that “The Anatomv of Hu.
man Destrucliveness™ 1s not
only a landmark book but one
written 1 Enghsh compre-
tiensible to anv  intalhaant
reader.





