
Eminent Psychoanalyst,
Erich Fromm, Dies At 79
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LOCARNO, Switzerland
( A P ) - E m i n e n t
p s y c h o a n a l y s t .EjrocÄ,
Frojnjn, author of "The Art
of Loving" in which he said
"love is the only sane and
satisfactory answer to the
Problem of human ex-
istence," died Tuesday of a
heart attack at bis hörne in
suburban Muralto, family
sources said.

Fromm was five days
away from his 80th birth-
day.

According to his wishes
for a quiet funeral with
only his family circle pre-
sent, no funeral arrange-
ments will be announced,
said Dr. Ruth Liepman, his
literary agent. He is sur-
vived by his third wife, An-
nis Freeman Fromm, whom
he married in 1953.

T h e G e r m a n - b o r n
American became one of
the world's most respected
psychoanalytical thinkers.

His pioneering works in-
cluded "Pschoanalysis and
Religion" and "Healthy
Society." Other works were:
"The Forgotten Language,"
"Sigmund Freud's Mis-
sion," "The Dogma of
Christ and Other Essays on
Religion, Psychology and
Culture," "Revolution of
Hope," "Social Character in
a Mexican Village," "The
A n a t o m y o f H u m a n
Destructiveness," and "To
Have or To Be."

F u n d a m e n t a l l y a re-
l ig ious person, Fromm
c h a l l e n g e d o r t h o d o x
followers of the theories of
Sigmund Freud, the father
of psychoanalysis who
argued in favor of dropping
all moral-religious barriers

Erich Fromm

limiting pleasure.
He sympathized with

humanitarian forms of re-
ligion äs expressed in the
teachings of Jesus and Bud-
dha and in Jewish and
Christian mystics, but op-
posed what he viewed äs
authoritarian forms of re-
ligion, citing Lutheran and
Calvinist Protestantism.

Fromm advocated social
c h a n g e t o w a r d more
humane, simpler lifestyles.
At an early age, he warned
that the world was headed
toward psychological and
ecological disaster and
pleaded for a "being mode"
based on love, pleasure of
sharing, and meaningful
and productive activity.

He feit people had de-
veloped a growing hopeless-
ness, theorizing that the
world was going through a

second industrial revolu-
tion in which "man himself
is being transformed into
an art of the total machine,
passive, unalive and with
little feeling."

His key concern was how
man could come to terms
w i t h his isolat ion, in-
s igni f icance and doubt
about the meaning of life.

In his best-selling book,
"Escape From Freedom,"
he traced the development
of man's self-awareness
from the Middle Ages to
recent times. The book is
regarded äs a landmark in
psychology, intellectual his-
t o r y a n d p o l i t i c a l
philosophy.

"The Sane Society," one
of Fromm's most influen-
tial works, dealt with the
alienation of man in a
consumer-oriented society.
The book's title and theme
inspired the National Com-
mittee for a Sane Nuclear
Po l i cy , w h i c h Fromm
helped organize in 1957.

"May Man Prevail?" ex-
pressed his concern about
the prospects of nuclear
war. He contended that the
hostility between the Un-
ited States and the Soviel
U n i o n r e s u l t e d f r o m
paranoid thinking based on
misconceptions that the two
powers held about each
other's ahns. -

In "The Heart of Man,"
Fromm d i scussed the
creative and destructive
capacities of man.

In "The Anatomy of
Human Destructiveness,"
he explored the causes of
aggression. He said destruc-
tiveness resulted from "in-
teraction of various social
conditions with man's ex-

istential needs." He backed
up his theses with case
studies of Adolf Hitler.

I n ' ' C r i s i s o f
Psychoanalysis," he voiced
the belief that the move-
ment was stifled in con-
formism and bureaucracy
and was unlikely to survive
in a world that was in great
danger.

F r o m m h e l d t-hat
p s y c h o a n a l y s t s , l i k e
theologians, should waken
the "voice of the cons-
c ience , " a p p e a l to a
patient's morality.

A native of Frankfurt,
Fromm emigrated to the
United States in 1934 after
Hitler's anti-Jewish cam-
paign gained momentum.

He lectured at several
American universities, in-
cluding Columbia, Yale,
New York University and
Bennington College.

His first marriage, to
Frieda Reichmann, ended
in divorce. His second wife,
the former Henny Gurland,
died in 1952. He settled in
Muralto, outside Locarno,
in the late 1960s.
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