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one another in very sympathetic attitudes. 
Thank you for sending me a copy of 

Evangelism and Pastoral Psychology. I think 
it makes a fine volume. One of the unusual 
features of it is the wide spread of con- 
tributors. And it shows that  we are sensing 
the unity of the Church's  ministries. I have 
:ust given some lectures on that subject, and 
maybe this summer with a little more leisure, 
I can get something into shape for your jour- 
nal. 

DEAN E. G, HOMRIGHAUSEN 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
Princeton, New Jersey 

An essential book for 

anyone who has to deal 

with alcoholism 

ERICH FROMM'S THE SANE 
SOCIETY ...... 

Now that it is known that cortisone, when 
administered to a patient in too large 
amounts  over a long period, can produce 
a manic-depressive state, one .would have 
thought that Erich Fromm, in discussing 
suicide in his book The Sane Society, would 
at least have considered the possibility that 
national groups, with a high incidence of 
suicide, have an inherited tendency under 
certain circumstances, to secrete too much 
cortisone or other hormones known to cause 
anxiety. 

Wha t  a pity he went to the World  Health 
Organization for his statistics[ Though on 
the surface this looks like an up-to-date 
thing to do, actually it 6bscures important 
facts because, being under the United Na- 
tlons, it deals with national groups, and so 
lumps together in the United States such 
diverse groups as Swedes, Germans. Italians, 
Irish, Negroes, Japanese, etc., making it im- 
possible from these figures to tel1 whethe r 
they follow the same pattern as in the land 
of" origin. Fortunately there have been pre- 
vious studies of the subject that are far more 
illuminating. 

In recent years, discussions of psychoso- 
matic phenomena have usually placed em- 
phasis on the effect of the psyche on the 
soma. Now that the pendulum has begun to 
swing in the other direction I hope that, in 
due time, you will publish one or more ar- 
ticles on recent discoveries of the effect of 
the soma on the psyche, and what they mean 
for pastoral psychology.  May it not mean 
that some revisions may have to be made 
in basic assumptions and in techniques? 

You are doing a good work. More power to 
you ! 

CHARLES H. CORBETT 
New York, New York 

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 
COMES OF AGE 

By A Co-Founder of  Alcoholics 
Anonymous 

A movement singular in its spiritual im- 
pact and social influence, Alcoholics 
Anonymous was founded in 1935 by an 
Akron physician and a New York stock- 
broker. The doctor died in 1950. The sur- 
viving co-founder, "Bill," tells in Alco. 
holics Anonymous Comes of Age how the 
society began; how it discovered the means 
and applied the principles by which large 
numbers of recoveries from alcoholism 
could take place throughout the world. 

Here is the inside history of the organ- 
ization with vivid sketches of the people, 
both alcoholics and non-alcoholics, who 
played a part in building this unique 
group. Now for the first time the whole, 
dramatic story of A.A. is told in book 
form. 

A second section describes the three 
guiding principles of A.A.--"Recovery," 
"Unity" and "Service"--and shows how 
these aims evolved and what they mean 
today. 

Finally, an evaluation of A.A. from the 
medical, religious and lay points of view 
is made in: 

Medicine Looks at Alcoholics Anony- 
mous, by Dr. W. W. Bauer and Dr. 
Harry M. Tiebout 

Religion Looks at Alcoholics Anony- 
mous, by Edward DoMing, S.J., and the 
Rev. Samuel Shoemaker 

A Friend Looks at Alcoholics Anony- 
mous, by Bernard B. Smith 

Alcoholics Anonymous Comes o/Age is 
an ..essential book for anyone who counsels 
the alcoholic. The material in this hook 
was presented at the historic St. Louis 
eonvention in 1955 when A.A. celebrated 
its twentieth anniversary. 

At all bookstores �9 $4.00 
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