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but there is no magical way of devising
an effective income maintenance pro
gram to combat poverty that is not
expensive.

Vadakin's scheme, although perhaps
not as costly overall as the guaranteed
income plans (for reasons just stated) is,
by any standards, marvelously ineffi
cient at fighting poverty since an over
whelming proportion of families receiv
ing the grants will be well-above the
poverty line to begin with. This is be
cause the family allowance scheme spe
cifiesthat every family with children re
ceive a grant, regardless of income.
True, the fact that grants do not di
minish as income rises eliminates the
problem of maintaining incentives to
work, but this could be accomplished
under a guaranteed income plan too if
proponents were willing to increase by a
constant amount the income of every
family in the country regardless of need.
Such a program, if it were to be at all
effective in fighting poverty would, of
course, be prohibitively expensive. That
it would not be so under the scheme

Vadakin proposes is due, of course, to
the fact noted above—that the benefits

are far too low to do much about re

movingrecipients from poverty.
Family Allowancesalso can be justly

criticizedfor their completeinsensitivity
to the large number of individuals and

families without children whose income
falls below the poverty line. In 1963,
for example, nearly 5 million individuals
had incomes of less than $1500. All of

these people would not benefit at all by
a family allowance scheme which in
creased income for families with chil
dren.

In the end, Vadakin's argument ap
pears to rest not on any objective excel
lencein his proposal, but in a sly aside
he now and then confides to his read
ers. His program, he whispers, is politi
cally feasible and the others aren't. The
argument is that Congress will accept
a program whose purpose is to help
children, particularly if all children ben
efit rather than simply poor children,
and more damaging yet, poor black
children. Unfortunately there is little
evidence to support this view. Congress
is likely to object to subsidizing directly

incomes of families above the poverty
level just as they have done earlier with
programs such as rent supplements.
And more importantly, it is quite pre
dictable that, whatever the form of the

proposal, Congress will perceive it as a
program devised primarily to aid the

black poor. They will surely have horri
fying visions of increasing births among
that part of the population in response
to the incentive of receiving additional
money for each child in the family. All
the evidence in the world that this is un

likely to happen (and there is good evi
dence) will not move many of them or
their skeptical constituents to change
what they know about human nature.

In harsh political fact, Congress is un
friendly to both family allowance and
guaranteed income schemes. If change
comes, it is likely that it will be along
much less sweeping lines, namely a re
form of the present welfare system.
Proposals to have the federal govern
ment guarantee a minimum level of

welfare benefits have at least not met

with a determinedly unfriendly recep
tion on the Hill. Such proposals would
have the benefit of strong support from
state and local governments since they
would take much of the present finan
cial burden of welfare off the states'

backs and place it squarely on the fed
eral government, a drastic reversal of

the traditional relationship.
In short, immediate political pros

pects appear dim for any of the propos
als for wide-ranging change academics
are now fighting over. It would appear
that these scholars might better spend
their time emphasizing their not incon
siderable areas of agreement rather
than in engaging in arcane disputes over
proposals that have no chance of be

coming public policy anyway. Indeed,
there are some broad areas of agree
ment usually overlooked in the heat.of
battle. Thus, for example, Tobin's guar
anteed income plan is really quite simi
lar to a family allowance plan which
would pay benefits only to low-income
families.

There is no need for academics to

tailor their thinking to what is politi
cally expedient in the short run. There
would seem to be an obligation to per-
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suade the public and Congress that -
change of the sort both the family al
lowance and the guaranteed income
proponentsadvocate is appropriate and
desirable in American society. Vada
kin's effortsdo little to accomplishthat
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Fromm's subject is nothing less than
the modern condition in its baneful as
pects: bureaucracy, rampant technol
ogy, cybernation, the triumph of instru
mental reason and the efficiency orien
tation, ethical relativism, Materialism,
alienation and apathy. He offers both
diagnosis and cure. Diagnosis: all these
forces threaten man's humanity. Cure:
inject man back into the system and
make him its master rather than its
slave. That's all there is to it.

One wishes there were more, but
there isn't. •This book covers the same

ground as Fromm's earlier Man for
Himself and The Sane Society, but here

the treatment is very thin and patchy,
hurried and superficial. Anyone who has
read those works will find little in this

one other than a backward glance over
familiar territory. Anyone who has
read, say, Mumford or Ellul or Marcuse

on the subjects treated in this book
will find Fromm's treatment bland and

shallow by comparison.
Shallow waters often run clear, at

least. But that is not the case here.'

Complex problems are touched with a
*quick, obscuring stroke. We learn noth

ing much about hope, for example, ex
cept that we are all born with it, only to
have it shattered as we grow up, with
the consenuence that most of us lower

our expectations closer to reality.
Fromm iiiocks this, and holds it in con

tempt. A riper wisdom might see it as .
putting away childish things. And pa
tience and irony, which can come as the
fruit of trimmed hope, are not the
meanest virtues. In the chapter on
"What Does It Mean To Be Humanr

Fromm lists a number of "emotional ex

periences which are specifically hu-
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man. . . ." They are love, tenderness,
and empathy. A curious list. What
about pride? And am I merely being
anthropomorphic when 1 say I have
often seen my dog show tenderness?

The same hasty treatment is accorded
many other matters. A few examples
will suggest the style. Thus, we are told
that in a sane society the average man
could be taught to reason as cogently as
the scientists, when a few pages earlier,
science-oriented men were excoriated

for their loss of rationality and indepen
dence. On page 58 we are told, follow
ing Marx, that the specific characteristic
of man is "free, conscious activity."
Five pages later it is asserted that the
very conditions of human existence re
quire submission. The tension between
these two formulations is not even ex

plored, let alone resolved. The strain in
creases when it is asserted that in his

conscious life man is largely a slave to
survival needs and to the thought cate
gories of his society, whereas in his
dream life he is free and fully human.
The murk reaches Hegelian' depths
when we are told that "duty is a con

cept in the realm of unfreedom, while
responsibility is a concept in the realm
of freedom."

After the diagnosis, the cure: tech
nological society must be humanized,
but that undertaking must accept the
fact that the three decisive features of

technological society "are here to stay."
Those features are: (1) large-scale, cen
tralized organizations in government,
economy, education, etc.; (2) large-scale
planning within each centralized organi
zation; and (3) cybernation as the main
principle and method of planning and
control. Having accepted all that—no
technocrat could ask for more—

Fromm's recommendations for change
are necessarily rather limited and vague:
computers must be made to serve hu
man ends; the management of bureau
cracies must be a two-way street; ad
vertising must be regulated; studies must
be undertaken to distinguish between
life-furthering and life-hindering needs.

Fromm apparently thinks he has out
lined a radical program (it strikes me as
technocracy plus sensitivity training),
for he earnestly asks whether what he
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calls for can be done. He hopes that it
can—the McCarthy movement showed
a lot of restlessness in the land'—and he
closes with a call for the formation of a
Movement to do it.

The Movement will have three levels
of organization. First, a National Coun
cil of the Voice of the American Con
science. It would consist of fifty mem
bers, chosen as follows: ten persons of
"integrity and achievement" would
agree on the names of "forty or fifty
.people whoshouldbe invited, by asking'
others who combine wisdom and intelli
gence what their preferences would be.
Naturally, the forty or fifty people who
were approached would themselves me
dicatewho amongthosesuggested were,''
unacceptable to them." The National?
Council would speak out on thebroadS
esc and gravest aspects of national af-'f
fairs. Below the Council wouldcome t\i
network of Clubs, each with one tot
three hundred members. They would}
study and discuss all sorts of locals
matters, and carry on an active social >'
life among the members. The third level|
would be a system of Croups, each*
with about twenty-five members. TheseJ
would be the enlightened ones, persons £
who have already broken through to *
the new humanistic conscience. More/:*
intense and clear than Club members,!;
the Groups would live the new society, \
In sum, the French Academy plus Stv
Simon. . ,%

Finally, I must report that this work?
opens anew frontier in book publishing/^
Along with the book comes a littleT
questionnaire, to be filled out by the*
reader and returned to Erich Fromm. ^
The respondent is invited to suggest*
names for the National Council. He bj<
also asked whether hewould like topar-'

ticipate in a Clubor joina Group. The
respondent must supply his own enve
lope andstamp, asevidence ofhisreadi
ness to take the first step toward the
new society.

That's real humanism.
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have been the most successful in ac
quiring material resources. Cash re
serves that are immune for the most
part from the hazards of the market
place foster the construction of inde
cent edifices like the R.C. church on
Park Avenue that contains marble pil
lars shipped from Italy at a publicized
cost of over one million dollars.

The virtue of prudencetranslates into
mutually advantageous "sale and lease
back" arrangements with commercial
enterprises. Church lawyers enter into

These books complement each other.
Professional journalist Alfred Balk
makes a brief but succinct attack on
the materialism he says is smothering
organized religion. Theology Professor
Robertson, less concisely, but with con
siderable documentation, focuses on the
development of tax exempt status, the
widely accepted form of "indirect" aid
that has accelerated the growth of
church wealth.

Historically, churches in the United
States have not shared in the costs of
government because this is a Christian
nation. We assume as a matter of law
that the ministrations of religion con
stitute a service to the entire populace.

Both authors agree that under
utilized realty, much of it inherited by
non-profit corporations, tends to brake
progress in the surrounding community.
Tax avoidance also permits church as
well as university capital to compete un
fairly with manufacturers in the pur
chase of urban land thus depriving
municipalities of sorely needed jobsand
revenue. After the 1967 riots, the Com
mission appointed by.Governor Richard
Hughes found that a declining tax base
had much to do with Newark's socio
economic crisis.

Robertson and Balk also argue that
affluence tends to dilute the Judaeo-
Christian message. All sects can be
foundat the government trough,though
Jews, for unclear reasons, are the
most restrained and, as generally as
sumed, Roman Catholic leaders aided by
a tradition of strong central authority

istonf <unseemly collusion! with wealthy wid
ows who transfer present title and fu
ture enjoyment of Stocks to church or
ganizations in return for greatly in
creased lifetime income resulting from

reduced tax assessments.

Practical as well as political difficul
ties, however, stand in the way of re
form. Dr. Robertson offers a feasible
solution which wHl please neither doc
trinaire liberals nor pastors-tumed-
entrepreneurs for the GreaterGloryof
God. He would permit continued waiv-
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