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- ENVIRONMENTALISTS ‘ARE SOMETIMES ACCUSED of ill-informed
emotionalism, but to test emotionalism among them is difficult. Surelysvhat is
being argued is that they have an emotional commitment of a particular kind.
If we try to measure emotionality about things of particular interest to then,
how are we to diseniangle general strorig support from emotional support? -

An approach that may have promise comes from a paper, ‘‘Emotional at-
titudes and political choices,” by Maccoby,' who offérs an attitude scale which
hg claims measures Fromm’s concept of ‘‘Biophilia.”’ Fromm? proposes that a *
very basic attribute in all human beings is their emotional response to living and
dead things. Some people are oriented to life in all its untidy diversity, while
others prefer dead or nonliving things with their potential for being controlled

’

N Requests for reprints should be sent to J. J. Ray, Department of Psychc;logy.
University of New South Wales, P.O. Box I, Kensington, New South Wales,
Australia 2033. . .
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" @nd orderly Perhaps, thien, nature lm/ers have an emoﬁdnal cormmtment to.
life itself: Enynmnmentahsm may be merely one aspeet of a general
. “bnoplnha.” T .
T AnunprovedversxonofMacooby sscale togethethhRays Austrahan
" Environmentalism scale, was administéred to-three diverse groups-of Ss: 45
students fromthe, University of Sydney 54 respondents from groups for
unemployed youth, and 58 young actmst members of Austral:as two main_
conservauve " political parues , .
) Over all 157 Ss the rehabxlmes (alphas) were 78 for the revnsed mwhma .
seale ﬂndu'l 1 for the enmonmentalnsm seale. The two seales correlated 21(p
- & Ol) ‘Thé'miean scores ‘on the ‘new’ Bnoplnlla ‘scale:for lhe three subgroups
‘were is follow?’ 53.12. (SD =5, 73) for. the eonservauves. 54 13' 9. 03) for the
unemployed and 53 71 (8 39) for the students. 'l‘here were'no smmﬁcant dif-

.. ferenices. 'On the environmentalism scale’the means for the sanié"thirée | groups

were 66.08 (9.36), 72.59° (8.19), and 74.26 (9.04), respectivgly. The conser-
. vatives weré much less pro-envxronment (p < ..001) than the students.

T Although the ‘deduction from Fromm’s theory was supported at a high
level of significance, the correlation was quite small i in, absolute: magmtude
"Emotional attitudes to life_ generally explained orily 7.3% of the vananoe inen- »

~- . vironmentalism. This suggests.that emotionalism plays a perhaps surpnsmgly

" small part in environmentalist attitudes. Measuring the emotional component
in attitudes cannot, however, be regarded as a solved problem and, although

~ the Maccoby scale as revised offered a plausible approach t8 measuring the sort
of emotionalism that might be, involved in environmentalism, it is entirely
_possible that other measures of emotionalism might have produced higher cor- .

. relations. A secon aspect of the present.results was the test they provided- °
for Fromm’s theory linking biophilia to the political Left. The consefvatives
should have béen much less biophilic, but in fact were not different‘at all. Asall
three groups were young and could be expected to be of above average political
awareness, this does provnde a rather strong rebuff to the Fromm-Maccoby
theory. When an indubitably conservative group is compared with similar -
groups of generally opposite political polarity, all are found to love lifeequally.

4 -

. NOTES
1. Mawoby, M Emouonml attitudes and political chonces Politics & Soc., 1972 2

Ray, J. J., and Lovejoy, F. H., 1984: Attitude toward the environment‘as a special case of attitude toward all living things,
In: Journal of Social Psychology, Vol. 123 (No. 2, 1984) pp. 285-286.





