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N THE publication of hLl first
book, "mane from Frecdom,”
2 Erich Fromm °~ jmmediately at-
Al Uacted attention as an original
i§ thinker in psychoznalysis. He was
j .umong the first to recognize that

{- Preud's great contributions were

.and the culture in which he lived.
{ In“The Forgotten Language,” Dr.
Promm adds .a third 1.to

self, the answer to which required
nothing but cleverness, serves only
as a veil for the latent meaning

“of the quesuon the lmpnrtmce o!

man.”
Amlyllnn-hemythuheeuller

studied thie symbolism of dreams,

A * evitably conditioned by the times ',

Fromm shows how the significant
element is obscured. He finds that
there was no attraction between
the mother and the son whom she.
had thought dead, that the Queen
simply went on with the job'of be-.
ing King of Thebes. The plays then
appear as a study of recurring.
struggles between father and sons,
a struggle for authority-and power, |
in which the Queen and.the de-

the Freudian interpretation of.
"dcams and_challenges the once-

voted Still rep-

‘ resent the older, matriarchal reli-

gion In ihe end, the Mother

Oedipus
In ‘this interesting Work he re-

stores the dream to ctability, *

still manage to have
thel way.

and goes far Leyond the hackneyed
gmholism of the boxes and the
towers. He finds & logic in dreams

than’ wish fulfillment, although he
fllustrates such dreams a)so. He

_ people in sleep than awake, and
argues  this * convincingly. Dr.
Fromm is’a. scholar, with a rich-:

| ness of ‘veference to the history of

man’s thinking about himself, the'
universe and the gods. Onlike

. some of the earlier analysts, he

does not feel that all knowledge

.| of humen psychology began in the
' latter part of the lJast centwty,

" 'shén Froud and Dr. Josef Breuer
g0t together on a case of hysteria
that Breuer had cured by hypnosis.

At times “The Foigotten Lan-

much in phrase as in manner of
thinking. This 15 especially evi-
_dent in the discussion of the mean-
. Ing of the Sabbath, the day on
- which God and man both rested.
At times thé reader is reminded
of Robert Oraves' murky, fascl-

warship of the Mother Goddesses.
Both men see in symbols and
muuvaﬂmuevldmcuo!thh

all men had value because they
. were sons of the miother, and the
father’s role was unknown or ig-'
nored. ‘They hold that when the
father became the nuuwrlutlve
head of family, state and religion,
the individual’s: \‘alue was reduced.
to the single.virtue 'of obedience.
« Sophocles wrote in.a pnrllrehll

society, in which Zeus was far more
powerful a god than Ceres. In his

ad a great desl more meaning "

olds that we ‘may be better.

guage” has a )oetic quality not so |

nating novels concerned with the U

eatlier, gentler :religion in which’

three pliys ahout -Oedipus he-

.-was re-working a myth that was

already old. Freud seized upon the

siyth to illumine his theory of. the
incestuous sexual drives of the
child, since Oedipus kills his father
and marries his mother. He had.
found a metaphor to carry his
meaning, and the Oedipus complex
became, lo, the cornerstone of a
new religion. Fromm takes a little
hammer of Judicious inquiry and
comes very close to smashing at

. 'The 1s 100 ‘""fphe .
reported here, but it' is conducted

in a highly effective fashion, and
stems logically from the earlier
section on dreams and on the Sab- |
bath. When Dr, Fromm attempts
to round this out with an intetpre~
tation of the fairy tale, “Little Red-
Cap’'—one wonders why this name
-was not -changed . to Little Red
Riding Hood—end still further to

an interpretation ‘of Kafka's |-

nightmare dream, “The Trial,” the’

is not so In-
deed, ir. the falry thle the author
seem o revert to the traditional
sexugl symbolism, perhaps. because
of the brevity of his treatment.

‘Thé earlier section on dreams |.

‘should be of great interest to the

general feader. Dr. Frommi's in- |-

terpretation of the Oedipean myth
has already ‘been presented in a
symposium and summarized by
Patrick Mulllhy in his “Oedipus,
Myth and Complex.” But the,
complete discussion of the develop-
ment of symbols makes us eager
for the promised second volume on
this basic Janguage of human

- Lorine Pruette has written on’
various peychological subjects, in-
cluding a. erwhv o] G. Stau!ey
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EMMA CONQUEST. :
By Rene Rw 374 pp. Nn- York:
C. P. Putnam’s Soms.  $3.
rl»o-weoun-'r for Emma Con-
quest René Ray goes far back
into famlly history. Somewhat,

‘more than g century, ago, an Eng-
lish youth with the odd name of

Doggered Conquest was cut off by |

hi$ family for marrying “beneath
him,” s0 he tobk his bride to the |.
Continent and soon hiecame the
most, fashionakle glove-maker in’

. Paris. For his son, Hugo, he picked

out & French girl with a “dot."”
As- o ploneer aviation enthusiast,
Hugo returned to’ an unfamiliar |’

and himselt |.

least a corner of that it
© ‘The, recent production of Coc-
" teau's “Oedipe” makes the inces-
tuous relation of ‘mother and son
the .crux of this famous myth,
" But Gide's little play of the same

- neme, dating. {rom 1930, antici-

pates some of the concluslons of
Fromm. They both see the sig-
nificance of, Oegmus' answer to
the famous’ riddle of the Sphinx:’
what goes on four legs, then two,
then , three. Gide, ' speaking as

. Oedipus: "nwulmdluonnma
',mammd that the only pass-
word, if one didn’t want to be eaten
slive by the Sphinx, was Man.
.« « And although to each one
of us, my children, the Sphinx may

. put 8. dmmn! question, you must
-umnd: yourselves -that the

for'hig wite's invalldism-by acquir- |
fhg a ‘mistress. This shy, devoted [

being—brought up in poverty and

forced by her father lito marriage | .

‘with 8 brute:—gave Kuco a mud
dauxhur. Emma.

"The author's exploration ol this -

‘background js so thorough that
you are convinced that it' will be’

‘the.key to Zmma's character, but -

somehow the whole. narrative re-
mains locked. Hating her illegiti-

mmmmndevelopﬂnm-me- 1
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' The’ hard-hitting book -
that takes up the
. problems of American
Negroes where other
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leave, off. -
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cessful actress, but her
against her father and mother are

- part ‘hysterics, part  histrionics.

“Emma Conquest” ﬂnnlly shapes |

up as a staged simulation of life

.that pants 'so hard it :hasn't

strength to draw a natural breath.
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. FOR YOUR CHILD’S SAKE .
Your. youngster will have-'a far better understanding
‘of the world of nature if vou tend" him—or her— :
“Nature Story” by *
‘York Herald Tribune . . , becauie Mr. Burgess is a nat-
Ifnlut s well as-a gifted writer fur children.
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