
Bypaths on the Road to Vienna

"Sigmund, Freud's Mission: An
Analysis of His Personality," by
Erich Fromm (Harper. 120 pp. $3),
in an attempt to illuminate psycho
analysis, peels back layers of the psy-
chiatrist's psyche and evaluates the
findings in terms of his timei Psychi-
atrist-in-charge of the Lafargue Clinic,
Hilde L. Mosse, M.D., is also school
psychiatrist for New York City's Bu
reau of Child Guidance.

By Hilde L. Mosse

DESPITE the critical attitude of
the author, this is intended as

an eulogy of Freud and his work.
It is a brief study, limited in scope
since Fromm does not go into any
extensive description of Freud's theo-
ries, or attempt any re-evaluation of"
them. In a number of previous pub-
lications Fromm has written about
his attempts to develop the psycho-
analytic theory further, but in this
book he refers only to "what is the
bulk of Freud's theory, the stage
before the discussion of the death
instinct." He tries to throw new
light on psychoanalysis by analyz-
ing certain aspects of Freud's own
Personality in the setting of the in-
tellectual and social structure of his
time.

There is "no doubt," Fromm writes,
that "the origin of psychoanalysis is
to be sought in Freud's Personality."
But there is also no doubt that it
has to be sought in a much wider
context Any attempt to explain the
work and significance. of a creative
person by psychoanalytic specülation
is open to serious question. Actually
the work of such a man as Freud,
his original scientific discoveries, his
theories, his position in the history
of science, can never be fully evalu-.
ated and understood through any an
alysis of bis personality. There. is
a great temptation,. especially. in the
field of psychiatry, to. explain origi
nal and strikingly new discoveries
through individual personality traits
characteristic of the* originator. Of
course, there are such psychological
connections. But. they are never direct
and simple. The more universally
valid the scientific discoveries, the
less is the work explainable by per
sonality traits.

In his biography of Freud, Ernest

Jones makes some interpretations of
Freud with which the author of this

book agrees, but Fromm's emphasis
and his point of view are different.
Without going into the relative valid-
ity of these two interpretations, and
without agreeing with many details
in Fromm's personality study of
Freud, it is stül true that this book
presents some thought-provoking
ideas which are important today.

Fromm stresses social factors and
tries to incorporate them into psy
choanalytic theory. He arrives at
helpful formulations, such as that the
phenomenon of repression is essen-
tially social. He calls Freud a middle-
class thinker, and tries to relate the
development of his. theories—and es
pecially of the psychoanalytic move
ment—to the changing attitude of
the middle class and the different
stages of capitalism. He states that
"Freud's picture of man never tran-
scended that of the nineteenth-cen-
tury middle class." Theri he draws
a parallel between Freud's psycho
logical "economic" System, where
psychic energy must be saved (for
Sublimation, for instance) with early
capitalism's picture of a thrifty elite
which saves to form and retain capi-
tal. He feels that Freud translated
this picture of man into his theories.
As another example he gives the
Freudian theory that man is basically.
aggressive and competitive; he even
goes so far as to say that libido is
a fixed quality comparable to prop-
erty and that Freud speaks of love
"as a man of his time speaks of prop-
erty or capital."

NclOWADAYS when clergymen of all
denominations have found that psy
choanalysis can be put to various
uses, including the propagation of
their faith, and when psychoanalysts
in turn are anxious to prove that
psychoanalysis is perfectly compatible
with religious orthodoxy, it is inter-
esting to see Fromm clearly demon-
strating Freud's atheism. Freud saw
psychoanalysis as a method by which
human beings can be freed from
domination by their instincts and illu-
sions. Religion, to him, was one such
illusion.

Fromm's description of some nega
tive aspects of the psychoanalytic
movement are scientifically irrefuta-
ble, but they arose largely after
Freud's death or out of later social

and personal conditions Freud could
not foiesee that psychoanalysis in
the United States was to become a
profitable and powerful busmess, with
Problems germane to the business
world, such as monopolistic aspira-
tions with a tendency to lirrut com-
petition "Most psychoanalysts," states
Fromm, ". . . are not less blind to the
realities of human existence and to
unconscious social phenomena than
are other members of their own social
class." He points to the bureaucracy
which has developed and to the hier-
archy "which gets its prestige from
the 'correct' interpretation of the
dögma, and the power to judge who
is and who is not a faithful adherent
of the religion." The truth of this
and the atmosphere of an exclusive
elite created by this attitude within
the orthodox psychoanalytic move
ment became clear to me when I
attended the Congress of the Inter
national Psycho-Analytical Associa
tion in Paris in 1957. This was a
closed congress, and- a number of
psychiatrists, distinguished members
of international professional associa-
tions and themselves serious students
of psychoanalysis, were turned away
because they did not belong to the
accepted psychoanalytic associations
There could be no possible scientific

The

Walks

Near Athens
By HOUJS SUftU&ElS

Author of
The Weather of February

As Mr. Summers' title in-
dicates (the Athens in
question is in Ohio), and
as readers of his fiction
and poetry know, his Vi
sion of the universe and its
creatures is at once ironic
and tender. Hia poems,
which have appeared in

; various periodicals and are
now collected for the first
time, testify to a highly
individual, thoroughly per-
suasive talent.

At all bookstorea • $3.00

r "

•' ...

-* ,'

Yi

I, '

Mosse, H. L., 1959: Review Fromm, E.: Sigmund Freud's Mission. An Analysis of His Personality and Influence (1959a, English): 
Bypaths on the Road to Vienna, In: Saturday Review, New York (11. 4. 1959), pp. 39f.

 

 

Propriety of the Erich Fromm Document Center. For personal use only. Citation or publication of 
material prohibited without express written permission of the copyright holder. 
 

Eigentum des Erich Fromm Dokumentationszentrums. Nutzung nur für persönliche Zwecke. 
Veröffentlichungen – auch von Teilen – bedürfen der schriftlichen Erlaubnis des Rechteinhabers. 

 



i

40

J£3.ÄW~*y«S»: iM&zsaz&a&x&^i^tt-z^^ ,

Durrell
ranks with Proust

as one of the great
explorers of modern love

in Justine, Balthazar,
and in his dazzling

new novel

"One of the most interesting and
memorable novels of this genera-
tion."-GILBERT HIGHET.

"In the opinion of this reviewer,
and that of many better critics,
[Durreli] is the finest English
novelist of his generation. The
time has come for him to be

brought to the attention of the
general American reading pub
lic."—CLDTON FADIMAN,
Book-of-the-Month Club News

2nd largo printing
$3.95 at all bookstores

A Book-of-ihs-Manlh Club Selsction

E. ?. DUTTON 6 COMPANY

*S^MS5U&!m&2ZSm&-sXW>!,'X&,
WHWMMaamiui

reason for this pretentious secrecy.
Urifortunately, the tendency, as
Fromm states, "is that eventually
dogma, ritual and idolization of the
leader replace creativity and spon-
taneity."

Like his other books, this book
by Fromm has great merit and de-
serves careful study. It underlines
the fact that he occupies a special
intermediate position. He is a seri
ous critic of psychoanalytic one-side-
edness. But, by not going far enough
in his criticism of Freudian theories,
he remains within their framework
and subject to the very faults which
he deplores. His orthodox individ-
ualistic psychoanalytic critics there-
fore have an easy time. They can
challenge Mr Fromm's interpreta

tions and many of his generalizations.
The very fact that he tries to ex

plain psychoanalysis by Freud's per
sonality demonstrates that he has not
made the decisive step needed to
develop psychoanalysis in a truly
social fashion. His psycho-social par-
allels, such as libido with property,
are not fully convincing because they

-remain only parallels. His position,
halfway toward a real social orien-
tation, indicates that there exists
objectively an impasse in the special
scientific field of psychoanalysis. And
this impasse can be overcome only
when we recognize, as does' Fredric
Wertham in "The Circle of Guilt,"
that there is a dialectic interaction
between social, economic, historical,
and psychological forces

THI AUTHOR: Among the psychoanalysts who did not obtain a medical
education, Erich Fromm occupies a Singular and honorable place.
Unlike so many of his senior lay colleagues in psychoanalysis, he did
not "join" the psychoanalytic movement but entered through the
front door, so to speak: he obtained excellent psychoanalytic train-
mg in Berlin, as did many Americans. He became a recognized psy-
choanalyst and soon took his well-deserved official place as a mem-
ber of the International Psychoanalytic Association. The Hitlerian
holocaust drove him to the hospitable shores of the United States,
where so many of the German-speaking psychoanalysts were re-
ceived as became their Station of carriers of the culture which Hitler
wanted to reduce to ashes.

Fromm's name seems soon to have been removed from the roster
of the International Psychoanalytic Association; it also failed to find
to find a place on the roster of the American local or national psycho
analytic associations. Be it said here with emphasis that neither
Fromm's behavior as a professional man, which was and is exem-
plary, nor his intellectual and philosophic orientation could be con-
sidered responsible for his finding himself outside the official ranks
of the psychoanalytic movement. True enough, Fromm might be
placed among those who chose the path of Freudian heterodoxy, but
many who chose the same path managed to remain within the official
ranks of official psychoanalysis, whether they were laymen (a few)
or medical men (most). Moreover, a number of individuals and
official groups are openly and/or blatantly quite a bit removed from
Freudian orthodoxy; there are three psychoanalytic groups in New
York alone—all "recognized" by the Psychoanalytic International.

But it is an open secret (particularly since the publication of
Jones's biography of Freud) that psychoanalysis, like any other or-
ganized movement, is bound to pay heavy tribute to the art of poli-
tics, to the struggle for power, to egocentric sensitivities, and to pro-
motional drives. In doing so psychoanalysis may or may not gain
ground as a movement, but it is bound to find some of its scientific
progress rather frayed at times, and to leavea portion of its best men
on the sidelines.

Erich Fromm, after a brief ideological entente with Karen Horney,
had to choose his own independent scientific road. The result was:
he began to pursue the search for the essence of man, for the mean-
mg of human.struggles, and for the roots and growth and efflöres-
cence of love in the deepest and universal, ethico-philosophical
meaning of this word. He came to touch the fringes of Zen Buddhism
and the planes of existentialism. Fromm wrote and writes well, with
perpicacity and depth. His last book, "Sigmund Freud's Mission,"
which first appeared in the series of World Perspectives under the
editorship of Ruth Nanda Anshen, is typical of what has happened
to many psychoanalysts and to psychoanalysis during the past twenty
years —Gregory Zilboorg, author of "Sigmund Freud "
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( Advertisement)

One of the finest of reading ex-
periences is getting into a very
long novel that you genuinely like
and realizing how much solid
reading pleasure you have ahead
of you.

Even better than a long novel
is a series of novels, one in which
you know, after one volume, that
there'are half a dozen or more
additional books to read. I am
thinking of such classic series as
Trollope's "Chronicles of Barset-
shire" and Proust's "Remem-
brance of Things Past."

• I am also thinking of C. P.
Snow's series, collectively enti-
tled "Strangers and Brothers,"
which is currently unfolding one
fine volume at a time. There have
been seven of these books so far,
probably the best of which is
"The Masters."

"The Masters" is that pleasant
rarity, a good novel with a uni-
versity setting. It teils of the elec-
tion of a new head of a Cambridge
College. Dealing with faculty poli-
tics, it is a novel of characteriza-
tion which also has a story of
mounting drama and suspense.

The good news I have to report
here is that "The Masters" has
just appeared in an Anchor pa-
perback edition at $1.25.

After you have read it, I think
you will feel as I did, that you
cannot wait to read the other
books about the people in this
one: "The Light and the Dark"
and "Time of Hope," published by
Macmillan; and "The New Men,"
"Homecoming" and "The Con-
science of the Rieh," published by
Scribner's.

To say nothing of the volumes
yet to come.

cCXZ><y
EDITOR-ATLAROE

"The Masters" is one of a number of
Anchor Books published recently by
Doubleday & Company. 575 Madison
Ave., New York 22, N..Y. For a com-
plete list of all 170 Anchor titles in
print write to L. L. Day at this ad
dress. And to buy "The Masters" or
any of the other C. P. Snow titles
mentioned here, see your own book-
seller, or any of the 30 Doubleday
Book Shops, including the one at 436
Fifth Avenue, New York 18, which
has a complete selection of all Anchor
Books in print
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