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IT IS always a pleasure to read what
Fromm writes. He is a very eru

dite man, has a highly readable style,
and makes excellent use of illustrative
material, both from ancient writings
and from case histories. -In this vol
ume he .makes the grand tour of the
world of the unconscious, beginning
with a simple but clear exposition of
the nature of symbols, without which,
understanding the whole subject would
lie impossibly obscure, and ending
with a well developed thesis as to the
significance of the Oedipus story,
which he regards as concerned prim--
arily with tne eternal rivalry between
father and son, rather than as a dra
matic portrayal of incestuous conflict.

In developing his argument his main
thesis is that human society in its be
ginnings was basically matriarchal and
that the primitive deities wielding the
greatest power were female. From the
beginning of time the struggle for
power between the sexes could be
traced through the changing balance
of power between male and female
deities. As the greater physical

*Tlie Forgotten Language, published by
iiUnehai-t & Company, Inc., $3.50

strength of the male eventually
brought woman into a state of sub
jugation the matriarchal order gave
way and was succeeded by the patri
archal state. The all-powerful goddess
es were now muted, and relegated to
a secondary position, while all-power
ful male deities became the object of
veneration and worship.

In a brief but fascinating account
of the Babylonian myth of creation
he shows how this change in the re
lationship of the sexes was symbol
ized. The great mother Tiamat is
overthrown by a conspiracy and vic
torious rebellion of male gods. The
leader Marduk has to pass a test before
he is acknowledged as supreme god.
He must destroy a garment by a word
of command, and must then command
it to be restored. Thus the one power
through which woman had attained
supremacy, the power of natural crea
tion, gave way before the power of
the word, the power of creative
thought. He points out that whereas
Freud has emphasized envy of male-
ness ('penis-envy') as a common source
of neurosis in women, envy of female-
ness ('pregnancy envy') is a common
finding among the unconscious con
flicts of men. He interprets the 'Little
Red Cap' story (Little Red Riding
Hood) as a fairy story which ends in
the triumph of woman over man. He
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points out that just as Athena sprang
from the head of Zeus, so live was
formed from Adam's rib. Kve, the
Mother, could no longer rule over
men : .henceforth hor enslavement of
man must be punished by her being
placed in subjection to him.

In the course of his grand tour
Fromm gives an excellent exposition
of the nature of dreams and a critical

review of the differences between

Freud and Jung in their approach to
dream analysis, and states his own po
sition in this extremelv subtle and deli

cate field of inquiry, lie conies sharply
to the defense of Freud, as being far
from "representative of the sensuous,
frivolous, immoral Viennese atmos
phere, but. on the contrary, a Puritan
who could write so freely about sex
and love because he had put them in a
herbarium."

He attributes to Jung and Silberer,
whom he calls "two of the most gifted
of Freud's students" the credit for
"having early recognized the one weak
ness in Freud's dream interpretation."
They both assumed that each dream
had to be understood in both its ana-

gogic (prospective) and analytic
(retrospective) meaning. After Freud
and Jung parted company Jung aban
doned much of Freud's technique and
constructed his own concept of the
dream as the expression of the wis
dom of the unconscious, rather than
as a means of expressing forbidden
wishes in a disguised form—the 'wish-
fulfilment' function of the dream.

FROMM agrees with Jung "that
the unconscious mind is capable

at times of assuming an intelligence
and purposiveness which are superior
to actual conscious insight." Tie disa
grees, however, with his assumption
that this fact is a "basic religious

phenomenon, and that the voice which
speaks in our dreams is not our own
but comes from a source transcend
ing us." Fromm, like most psychoa
nalysts, believes that "what we think
in our sleep is our thinking, and that
there are good reasons for the fact
that the influences we are submitted
to in our waking life have in many
respects a stultifying effect on our in
tellectual and moral accomplishments."
Fromm states as his assumption that
"dreams can be the expression both
of the lowest and most irrational, and
of the highest and most valuable func
tions of our minds." lie says that he
will try to show that the three theories
of the dream: as an exclusively irra
tional production, as an exclusively ra
tional production, or as being either of
the two, are to be found in the history
of dream interpretation far back in the
past.

In attempting this difficult task
Fromm makes free use of quotations
from Freud and Jung, and puts his
own critical faculty to work in discus
sing their several interpretations. ,
While showing the fullest apprecia
tion of their several contributions to
the understanding of dreams he seems
especially inclined to emphasize the
idea that a higher order of reason is
sometimes more evident in the dream

than in the waking state. To this re
viewer this would seem to be a highly
questionable hypothesis. Such a divi
sion of powers between the unconsci
ous and conscious mind seems arbi

trary. What would seem a more ten
able hypothesis is that the apparently
higher order of reasoning that seems
to appear when a dream gives new in
sight arises from the fact that there
is less interference during sleep both
from preoccupation with problems of •
immediate adjustment to the outside
world, and from the defences against
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free thinking which have been built
up through years of struggle.

In his extremely interesting discus
sion of the Oedipus story, he de-em
phasizes the incestuous conflicts which
Freud found so significant in order to
call attention to the power struggle be
tween father and son, and relates the
significance of this trilogy to the cul
tural struggle between Sophocles and
the Sophists. His description of the
Sophists might as well be a descrip
tion of the Nazis or the Politburo. It

would seem that in emphasizing this
struggle between father and son as the
essential plot in the Oedipus trilogy he
is building a hypothesis which is some
what one-sided.

This remarkable trilogy holds in its
dramatic artistry such a wealth of hu

man conflicts, and of the contradictory
passions which underlie them, that to
single out one aspect of the plot as
the significant one does little justice to
the genius, of Sophocles. Rather, it
would seem, does it give the author
the opportunity to use this aspect of
the Oedipus tragedy to bring ex post
facto evidence for a hypothesis which
he finds intriguing—the hypothesis
that the chief source of trouble in the
world is the triumph of man over
woman, of the power of the word
over the power of love, of the need to
subordinate individual creativity to the
requirements of authority. This book
is a rewarding experience in any case.
It carries within its covers a strong
argument for the principles of human
ism, of personal dignity, and of the
worth of mankind.
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READERS' FORUM

Preaching As Counseling

A minister writes:

Preachers who read book on book by pro
fessional or ministerial counselors may get
as puzzled as this writer. After turning the
last page we say: "What's wrong with me?
Don't they trust me? Where are all these
people with problems?"

Common sense should tell us that most
articles and hooks written by effective min
ister-counselors are written out of situa
tions which do not and never will hold true
for most Protestant preachers. Marring a
few exceptions, here are the conditions un
der which our best known religious coun
selors operate: A city parish situation which
gives anonymity to callers. A private study
located so the caller can slip in rather in
conspicuously. A female secretary whose
presence makes private talks with women
visitors possible. Nearby psychiatric, social,
and medical services. A term of pastoral
service by the minister exceeding a get-
acquainted period of one to three years. The
small church rarely holds a minister five
years, and people just don't unburden to a
new minister of a couple of years' stay

These and other conditions make possible
a counseling situation not attainable in a
small town church where Aunt Susie Smith
can peek through the curtains and see the
young divorcee Marie Jones going to Pastor
Smith's study, and him all alone. Ilmmm!

That's why so many books and articles on
counseling which start off with "Recently
there came to my office a young man evi
dently in great distress" don't apply to the
vast majority of Protestant ministers. The
big majority of Protestants are in the small
town or country. Counseling is done there
over the barbed wire fence or kitchen table,
but rarelv in a hook-paneled «tudv Citv

boys going into the rural parish should not
worry too much when that couple in the
worst broken home in town never ask for
his help. If they do, he should consider it a
remarkable tribute to his own reputation.

Then how can the average Protestant
minister talk with people about their broken
hearts, adulteries, selfishness, and eating
crackers in bed? Don't be discouraged!
Kvery Sunday we have our chance to help.

Without turning the sanctuary into an
aspirin tablet dispensary the Protestant
clergyman has a whole hour every week
when he deals with his parishoners' souls
and soul problems. If he doesn't so deal he
has not only failed to counsel—but failed to
preach, also. For preaching, like effective
counseling, is talking with people about our
common sins and about the deepest issues
of life—heart to heart, face to face. •

There they are, in the fifth pew back.
Ralph Jones and his wife. Regular church
goers, but their marriage has fizzed out. A
few good sermons on the ideal Christian
family might reveal their own situation and
its remedy so vividly they won't need coun
seling, or perhaps will never say directly to
you or to each other just how they got back
on the track.

Mrs. Anderson goes to the doctor thrice
weekly for "her nerves." She's afraid of her
own shadow, of old age, of everything. The
good old doctrine of assurance, well preach
ed, effective public prayers, and good hymns
may combine to tide her over until next
Sunday. Rut, you say, she's just eking out,
that way. Remember, many psychiatrists
would feel complacent if they could do as
well with some of their patients. Anyway,
the church must help the weak to keep
going as well as stimulate the strong to live
dynamirnllv
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