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*»^-|-^0 my mind, the appearance of Doctor Zhivago is the most
I prodigious event in twenty-five years of American pub-,

lishing. So many books are hailed as 'great' on all sides
that it has become almost meaningless to acclaim a new novel as
a masterpiece. Yet anyone who opens this book will immediately
see that this time he is face to face with a genius of towering pro

portions, a writer ofthe stature ofTolstoy and Dostoevsky. Com
parisons areodious, but ifseems tome that many ofthe most im
portant novelists of the West are dwarfed by Pasternak.

"His dimensions are not those merely of a great writer: he
speaks with the overwhelming authority ofa prophet. Not in the
sense of one whoforetells the future so much as of one who speaks

• out definitively and forcefully to declare, in mystery, the great
realities of his age. It is this prophetic character that sets him
apart even from the greatest and most significant writers of the
West. The 'religious' content of his work has rightly been em
phasized. His Christianity is of the Russian tradition, but it
bursts out of all conventional limitations and does not permit

itself to be fitted easily into a category.

"Conventional minds will look to him perhaps vainly for a
definite sign thatRussia is waiting to embrace ourWestern ideas
about religion. But that is not the significanceone must expect to
see in Pasternak, and one must not approach him askingfor such
a 'sign.' All he asks us is to open our eyes and see, as he sees,
the dazzling and terrible presence of Christ in the history of our

time. -

"One cannot resign oneself to comfortable mediocrity in the
presence ofthe words and example of such a man. Hehasshown
the world something of the fire and the light that belong to man's
future on earth and in heaven."

DOCTOR ZHIVAGO
BY BORIS PASTERNAK

$5.00 at all bookstores. PANTHEON*

To be published in March: I REMEMBER- SKETCH FOR
AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY, the latest work of Boris Pasternak, written
ajter Doctor Zhivago. Order your copy now from your bookseller.

SIGMUND FREUD'S MISSION: An
Analysis of His Personality and
Influence. By Erich Fromm. 120 pp.
New york: Harper & Bros. $3.

By JOOST A. M. MEERLOO

A BIOGRAPHY is always an
intrusion into somebody's

privacy. The biographer's inner
motivations move somehow be
tween loving admiration and
hidden resentment. Most writers
reveal in their biographies more
about themselves than about the
characters they set out to
describe. In their rearrange
ment or omission of facts and
anecdotes and in their manner
of narration, they introduce
their own sensitivities. Ernest

' Jones' recent three-volume offi
cial biography of Sigmund
Freud, it seems to me, was not
written as lovingly as its author
intended it to be. .

The important question in
connection with Erich Fromm's

brilliantly written book,
"Sigmund Freud's Mis
sion," is whether the
author was able to

take sufficient distance

from his subject to
compose a more objec
tive report than Jones
and other former biog
raphers. I do not think
so.

Fromm is a distin

guished psychoanalyti-
cally trained social psy
chologist and therapist
who became well known

with his book, "Escape
From Freedom," in
which he so clearly de
scribed man's paradox
ical attitude toward

freedom and liberty.
Since then he has writ

ten about religious and
social themes, reveal
ing a more philosophic
existentialist attitude

toward problems of
psychoanalysis. He is
the product of a later
generation than Freud's
and much more caught
up by the social revolu

tion in Europe.
Fromm's book on

Freud may be looked
• at as a reaction to Jones' dis

like for all who dare criticize

Freud or the Freudians. He
is arguing against the inter
national psychoanalytic hier
archy and the gospel it
propounds as well as the canon-'
tzation of its founder. But

Fromm makes the mistake of

identifying the science of psy
choanalysis too closely with the
organized psychoanalytic move
ment. At this very moment
many creative psychoanalytic
ideas are being formulated out
side the original ' movement,
while the great body of univer
sities is gradually taking over
the teaching.

Many of Fromm's astute ob
servations and interpretations

_will clarify the reader's insight
into the sociology of the psycho
analytic movement. He shows

Dr. Meerloo is a writer on
psychiatric and sociological sub
jects and a member of the
Faculty of Social Sciences at
**r V™- Srhnnl

above all the battle of man's

ambivalent attitudes toward
life disguised behind the need
for so-called biographical inter
pretations. Both the veneration
of the hero and the rebellion
against him can be the expres
sion of the same fear of having
a stronger and better rival, of
being the lesser in comparison
with the "beloved" authority.

Since Jones wrrote his exhaus

tive biography, a volume of
memoirs of Freud by his son
has been published. In it is.
depicted, a gay and loving
father, entirely different from
the images, given by the two
worrying scientists, Jones and
Fromm. A loving book about
Freud, "•the friend, has been
written by L. Binswanger, a
non-orthodox existential ana

lyst. The drama of Freud's dis
coveries lay in the great strug
gle that went on within him as

Sigmund Freud.

he clashed with the smug pat
tern of life he had inherited. He

was repeatedly forced to change
his presumptions by his own
discoveries. And change he did.
He is still ahead of his own

movement. He left blueprints of
the psychic structure of man
that will keep us occupied for
years to come.

|"ROMM describes as the
quintessence of Freud's mission
the conquest of passion by rea
son—"where Id was Ego shall
be"—but he overlooks the fact
that there is also an unconscious

mission, usually not so well for
mulated. Freud was the first

great explorer of the inner
realm of man. Now, when the
conquest of space excites man's
imagination psychological scien
tists will have to show the world

the importance of the inner
realm if the world is to survive.

To that end they must stop
analyzing each other and for-
<:akf fhrir rhoorotinl nnibhl."1^

Meerloo, J. A. M., 1959: Review Fromm, E.: Sigmund Freud's Mission. 
An Analysis of His Personality and Influence (1959a, English),  
In: New York Times Book Review, New York (1. 2. 1959), pp. 14.
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