-
]
[

S
B

L

3
3
Q.
f .
(]
c

S
2

8

(&)

>
c
o
Q
n
3

©
c
o
2
[}
Q.
f -
(]

[T
—
g
c
Q

o
-
c
[0
£
=}
(=]
[e]

[a]
£
£
o
S

[T

<

L
L

w
()

e
S

2
(]
2

Q
L
Q
o
-

o

material prohibited without express written permission of the copyright holder.

Veréffentlichungen - auch von Teilen — bediirfen der schriftlichen Erlaubnis des Rechteinhabers.

Eigentum des Erich Fromm Dokumentationszentrums. Nutzung nur fiir persénliche Zwecke.

FROMM-Online

CGILITS € TINs FROMLD _LaiUSCRAPT
-~ Jules . iiasserman, .-,

I an honcred by your kind invitation to join a select company of
com entators on irich Fromats latest contribution, but other than this
commnication (which you may use in any way you wish) I must decline
for tvo closely rclated reasons:

First, my previous comnitnents.

My sccond and wore co;cnt reason is derived from wy pgenerzlly
nezative reactions to “rich Frome's article, which I can here only
skeletally itemize as follows:

(a) I am repelled by titular tiltincs such as iind vs llatter,
Love against Hate, and .lan -- Shecep or 'Jolf? ’

(b) Vhen comgrehensive, operational thoughtis es:ential I
am impatient with the intecllectual naivete of atlem:.tinzs to reify the
infinitely protean contingencies of hwnan transactions by ziving them
pseude-susstantive names such as "necrophilia" or "biophilia," ani.nating
these vapid abstractions into "instincts" and then further crystalizing
them into "traits of behavior," or werse, "Ly.es of personality." I
had begun to hope that the shades of Gall, l.cDouzall and Lombroso had
long cince been decently shrouded with Thanatos and o.torcised from
serious psychologic discourse.

(e) I likewvise persist in wishing that writers vho apueal
to stereotyped nature-myths about animals (actually, sheep can be
quite "vicious" even to their younc, and wolves relatively "kind" to
their consrecifics) will eventually become fully acquainted with modern
ethologic and comparalive evoltiicnury thou~ht (see my attached "thology,

Jodynamics and Psychoanalytic llesearch),

Masserman, J. H., 1963: Comment on E. Fromm >War Within Man< (1963g), Philadelphia 1963.
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(d) I also resent "psychoanalytic" clinical verbiare being
traduced ex cathedra into "objective data" -- and, as a card-carrying
analyst with a gapwer quarter-century of disconcertingly variegated
experience, I shall continue to deplore this epistemologic hubris
until fewer of my colleagues remain ad’icted to it.

(e) Finally, I am disconcerted that, wvhile the world teeters
under our increasingly futile lecterns and typewriters, the American
Friends Service Committee, with so much good work at hand, can seriously
consider adding yet another pamrhlet of parlor patois, however nicely
composed in eight-bar cadences, to a public repertoire already replete
with recondite irrationalizations. In effect, for the life of me--and
it may amount to that--I can see no practical relevance or applicabili;y
of Lr, Fromn's newest departure into human taxonomy to any of our
pressing problems,

I shall therefore renuest your indulgence...for this condensed
reply which, were I to read it once more, might well sound unnecessarily
intemperale even to me desrite my mountin: exasperation with pseudo-
analytic persiflage; and for knowingly comnitting the very sins for
vhich T eriticize Fromm; i.e., not documenting and substantiating my

own arbitrary counter-assertionS.esces

e

Masserman, J. H., 1963: Comment on E. Fromm >War Within Man< (1963g), Philadelphia 1963.





