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At the end of One Dimensional Man
Marcuse saw only one chance of
revolutionary protest, and that was
"nothing but a chance" The chance
was that "the substratum of the out

casts and outsiders, the exploited and
persecuted of other races and other
colors, the unemployed and unemploy
able" might turn to radical action This
would involve a meeting of "the most
advanced consciousness of humanity

and its most exploited force " But the
"critical theory" of society expounded
by Marcuse can give us no grounds for

predicting that this will happen, indeed
it is of the essence of his critical

theory that it cannot predict So
Marcuse in 1964

In 1969 in An Essay,on Liberation *
which professes to develop further the
ideas of Eros and Civilization and of

One Dimensional Man, the perspective

has changed Utopia is actually at
hand, its possibilities inherent in the
technology of the advanced societies
What then prevents its presence7 Not
just forms of political organization
The rational reorganization of society
and the establishment of genuine col
lective control by the working class
would not abolish domination We

cannot take as our political maxim
"To each according to his needs"
because what stands in the way of
Utopia are precisely the needs which
men possess at the moment These
needs must undergo a "qualitative
change" if men are to be liberated

Marcuse now aspires to provide a biolog-

ical basis for his theory His biology is

in fact as speculative as his meta

physics, and Marcuse explicitly dis-
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avows any scientific basis for his
speculations This does not however

lead him to be less than dogmatic in
his mode of assertion

Once a specific morality is firmly
established as a norm of social
behavior, it is not only introjected
—it also operates as a norm of
"organic" behavior, the organism
receives and reacts to certain stim
uli and "ignores" and repels others
in accord with the introjected
morality, which is thus promoting
or impeding the function of the
organism as a living cell in the
respective society

This view is used as the basis for a

political theory in which the implied

elitism of One Dimensional Man is

made fully explicit Human nature is
infinitely malleable The human nature
of those who inhabit advanced indus

trial societies has been so molded that

their very needs and aspirations have
become conformist—except for a mi
nority, which includes Marcuse The
majority cannot voice their true needs,
for they cannot perceive or feel them
The minority must therefore voice
their needs for them, this active minor
ity must rescue the necessarily passive
majority This passive majority includes
the working class, even the new tech
nically skilled working class "This

'new working class,' by virtue of its
position, could disrupt, reorganize, and
redirect the mode and relationships of
production However, they have nei
ther the interest nor the vital need to

do so they are well integrated and
well rewarded " (An Essay on Libera
tion, p 55) What is the minority
which is to rescue the majority by
transforming them7

Larcuse's collection of revolutionary
forces is a list so familiar in radical

circles that we must be careful not to

miss its extreme heterogeneity the
student movement in the United

States, the black populationv of the
urban slums in the United States, the

Chinese cultural revolution, the Nation
al Liberation Front in Vietnam, Cuba
There are three elements in this collec

tion there are first the genuinely
aspiring poor of Amenca and peasants
in Vietnam and elsewhere, who must

not be confused with their self-

appointed spokesmen, there are the
middle-class whites of the SDS and

their counterparts in Britain, Germany,
and France, who in their combination

of insurrectiomsm and anarchism ex

emplify what Lenin diagnosed as left-
wing communism, an infantile disease,
and there are the representatives of the
Communist bureaucracies m China,

Cuba, and Vietnam, who represent
right-wing communism, an oligarchical
disease These forces have only one
thing in common they are in conflict
with the governments of the advanced
industrial societies But, as both Marx

and Lenin knew, to be in conflict with
the established order is not necessarily

to be an agent of liberation
Marcuse devotes most of his account

of the forces of liberation to an

argument about the character of the

student revolts What leads him to take

them to be authentic agents of libera
tion is above all their aesthetic quality,
their style Flower power, the language
of the hippie subculture, that of soul
culture, the use of four:letter words
mark, so Marcuse claims, a new sensi
bility which breaks with the culture of
the market What traditional Marxism

saw as petit-bourgeois bohemia closely

allied to the Lumpenproletariat has
become in Marcuse's latest theoretical

position the potential catalyst of
change Traditional Marxism took the
view that it did for a very good

' reason that the sensibility of bohemia
effectively cuts it off from the vast
mass of mankind on whom the bohe-

mians are, m economic fact, parasitic.
So of course are Marcuse's idealized

students, who have produced the first
parent-financed revolts in what is more
like a new version of the children's

crusade than a revolutionary move
ment But this isolation of bohemia is

just what Marcuse values, and the
problem of communication and of
joint action with the majority does not
arise, because the majority are to be
objects of benevolent revolutionary
concern, not subjects with an autono
mous voice of their own

In his essay on Repressive Tolerance
(in A Critique of Pure Tolerance, with
other essays by R P Wolff and
Bamngton Moore, Jr) Marcuse argues
that the tolerance of the advanced

industrial democracies is a deceit The

expression of minority views is allowed
just because it cannot be effective,
indeed the only types of expression it
can have render it ineffective The

major premise of his whole argument is
once again that the majority are effec
tively controlled by thf system and so
molded that they cannot hear or

understand radical criticism It follows

that the people have no voice and the
alternatives are not genuine democracy
and the rule of an elite; but rival elites,
the repressive elite of the present and
the liberating elite of the Marcusean
future Freedom of speech is not an
overriding good, for to allow freedom
of speech in the present society is to
assist in the propagation of error and
"The telos of tolerance is truth "

The truth is carried by the revolu-
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tionary minorities and their intellectual
spokesmen, such as Marcuse, and the
majority have to be Liberated by being
re-educated into the truth by this

minority who are entitled to suppress
nval and harmful opinions. This is
perhaps the most dangerous of all
Marcuse's doctrines, for not only is
what he asserts false, but his is a
doctrine which if it were widely held
would be an effective barrier to any
rational progress and liberation

Perhaps the oddest feature of Marcu
se's theory is that he has taken over
from liberal and right-wing critics of
the European revolutionary tradition a
theory which they falsely ascribed to
the Left, but which was rarely held by
the Left until Marcuse espoused it.

i Both the Jacobins and Lenin believed

in a temporary dictatorship of the
majority over counter-revolutionary
minorities—whatever they may have
practiced But it was left to Marcuse to
profess a belief in a dictatorship by a
minority.

Phat then are the true connections N

between tolerance, rationality, and lib

eration' The telos of tolerance is not

truth, but rationality Certainly we

value rationahty because it is by

rational methods that we discover

truth, but a man may be rational who

holds many false beliefs and a man
may have true beliefs and yet be

KISSINGER ON WAR

To the Editors

In the issue of September 25, 1969, Mr
Clayton Fntchey states that "Nixon had
little to go on in studying Kissinger's
writings for a clue to his real feelings
about Vietnam. In having kept most of his
thoughts on the war to himself all these
years, Kissinger is almost alone among the
nation's prominent students of foreign poli
cy." This statement is not supported by
the record. In the August 9, 1966 issue of
Look, Kissinger published an article strong
ly supporting the war The first section
entitled "The Impossibility of Withdrawal"
ends with this summation "In short, we
are no longer fighting in Vietnam only for

irrational What is crucial is that the

former has the possibility of progress
ing toward truth, while the second not
only has no grounds for asserting what
he believes, even though it is true, but
is continually likely to acquire false
beliefs What is it to be rational' It is a

necessary condition of rationality that
a man shall formulate his beliefs in

such a way as to make clear what
evidence would be evidence against
them, and that he shall lay himself
open to criticism and refutation in the
light of any possible objection But to
foreclose on tolerance is precisely to
cut oneself off from such criticism and

refutation It is to endanger one's own
rationality gravely by not admitting
one's own fallibility.

One of the'most urgent contempor
ary tasks is to insist on subjecting the
social and political order to continuous
rational criticism and to preserve the

autonomy of rational enquiry in uni
versities and elsewhere The institution

alization of rationahty was one of the

great achievements of bourgeois soci

ety Of course the very fact of institu
tionalization can be used to try to

isolate the practice of rational criticism

and so prevent it being exercised upon
the social order, and there is a continu

ous pressure upon universities and

other institutions to make the practice
of rational enquiry merely instrumental

to the purposes of government These

the Vietnamese We are also fighting for
oursleves and for international stability."
On February 6, 1966, the German Broad
casting and TV System taped a program in
which I opposed the war while Kissinger
supported it He did the same in public
lectures. Furthermore, considering the John
son administration's abhorrence of dissent,
Kissinger would not have been sent on
official missions to Vietnam had he not

supported the policies of that administra
tion. Finally, the Rockefeller-Kissinger
peace plan of July 13, 1968 is based upon
the assumptions of the Johnson administra
tion. Thus Nixon could have had no doubt

as to where Kissinger stood on Vietnam.

Hans J. Morgenthau

Chicago
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assaults upon rational enquiry in the
interests of the established social order

have to be resisted. The new Marcuse-

an radical case against tolerance makes
those radicals who espouse it allies m
this respect of the very forces which
they claim to attack, and this is not
just a matter of then theory, but also
of their practice The defense of the
authority of the umversity to teach
and to research as it will is in more

danger immediately from Marcuse's
student allies than from any other
quarter—even though Marcuse himself
has on occasion exempted the univer
sity from his critique

My view that tolerance and ration

ality are intimately connected is not
merely an a priori thesis The transfor
mation of Marxism from a rationally
held into an irrationally held body of
theory is a transformation which was
the result of Marxists cutting them
selves off from possibilities of criticism
and refutation The use of state power
to defend Marxism as the one set of

true beliefs in the Soviet Union pro
duced the atrophy of Marxism and the
irrationality of Soviet Marxism This

use pf state power was not only
repressive in respect of tolerance, it

was the instrument of a minority who
took up toward the majority an atti
tude very similar to that which Mar
cuse advises his minority elite to take

up to the majority The majority was

in the Soviet Union the passive object
of re-education in the interests of their

own liberation What -Marcuse invites

us to repeat is part of the experience
of Stalinism

One cannot liberate people from
above, one cannot re-educate them at

this fundamental level As the young
Marx saw, men must liberate them
selves The only education that liber
ates is self-education To make men

objects of liberation by others is to
assist in making them passive instru
ments, it is to cast them for the role

of inert matter to be molded into

forms chosen by the elite The major
ity of men in advanced industrial
societies are often confused, unhappy,
and conscious of their lack of power,
they are often also hopeful, critical,
and able to grasp immediate possibili
ties of happiness and freedom Marcuse
underrates most men as they are, the
false contempt for the majority into
which his theory leads him underpins
pohcies that would in fact produce just
that passivity and that irrationalism
with which he charges contemporary
society The philosophy of the Young
Hegelians, fragments of Marxism, and
revised chunks of Freud's metapsy-
chology out of these materials Mar
cuse has produced a theory that, like
so many of its predecessors, mvokes
the great names of freedom and reason
while betraying their substance at
every important point •

Clayton Fritchey replies

I agree with Professor Morgent
Nixon must have satisfied himsi

Kissinger's views before appointing
the President interviewed the Pre

some length in New York prior
him There was little on the puhL
however, to guide the President
genthau refers to a Kissinger
Look three years ago, and a German radio
broadcast that was not heard in the US

Compare that with Professor Morgenthau's
record Almost every literate American

knows where the latter stands because he

has probably made over one hundred
public assaults on the Vietnam war in the
form of articles, lectures, speeches, debates,
etc Like thousands, perhaps millions, of
others, I have been impressed and influ
enced by his forthright and compelling
views

However influential Kissinger has been
behind the scenes, I doubt if he had any
public impact on the Vietnam issue before
going to the White House I also agree with
Mr Morgenthau that "Kissinger would not
have been sent on official missions to

Vietnam had he not supported the policies
of the Johnson Administration " In fact, I
wrote that "when Nixon invited him [Kis
singer] to jom his staff, he must have
sensed in Kissinger the qualities that also
appealed to other Presidents he has advised
-the coldness and belief in Realpohttk that
are reassuring to the White House "

CREDIT

To the Editors

Friends here have drawn my attention to
the fact that the name of the translator is

not given in the heading of my review of
Nathalie Sarraute's Between Life and Death
[NYR, July 31] The translator is Maria
Jolas, who has done all (I think) of the
English versions of Mme Sarraute's books
Here, as usual, she shows an extraordinary
fidelity to and understanding of the text

Mary McCarthy

Paris

USEFUL FOREIGNER

lo the Editors

While few would deny the general validity of

ALASDA1R MacINTYRE is Jacob Ziskind Professor of
the History of Ideas at Brandeis University and
Professor of Sociology at the University of Essex He is
tvie author of A Short History of Ethics and
Secularization and Moral Change The essay in this
issue will appear next year in The Thought of Herbert
Marcuse an Exposition and a Polemic, one of a series
of books on modern masters being edited by Frank
Kermode
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Furthermore, the Western press within the
last two years has earned reports of the
continued national observance in China of

the anniversary of Bethune's death, and has
stated that Mao Tse-tung's eulogy to
Bethune {In memory of Norman Bethune)
has been designated as one of three pieces of
"required reading" for the Chinese public It
appears likely that, unlike most Westerners,
this unusual surgeon, scientist and revolu
tionary achieved genuine recognition in
China

Rochester, N Y.

Lionel Standing

John K Fairbank replies

I would agree with Mr Standing that
Norman Bethune has achieved "genuine
recognition" in China providing we add
sotto voce that, through the dissemination
of Chairman Mao's eulogy, he is also being
"genuinely used." Here is Jonathan Spence's
conclusion about Bethune

He went to China to expiate the sins of
his generation, to purge himself of the
apathy and callousness and pursuit of
profit which he believed had rotted his
civilization His technical brilliance was

the entry card into a society that
would otherwise have rejected him. No
less than other Western advisers he used

the Chinese for his own ends and was

in turn used by them. He differed from
all others, however, in that he used the
Chinese to attain a meaningful death.

Norman Bethune's posthumous fame
among China's 750 millions indeed makes
him the great exception, a foreigner whose
usefulness outlived him

~"77ie New York, Review^
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