
^ libraries and academic col
lections.—William M. Forman, Special
Services Bureau, New Jersey State Library

Regional Studies & Anthropology

FROMM, Erich & Michael Maccoby.
Social Character in a Mexican Village:
a Sociopsychoanalytic Study. 303p.
bibliog. index. Prentice-Hall. 1970.
$8.95. LC 77-129337.

psych/anthropology
Over a period of 13 years Fromm and
Maccoby did a study of a small Mexican
village that had virtually no cultural ties
with the past. The purpose was to test a
method of applying psychoanalysis to
the study of a social group rather than
individuals. Their investigations were
guided by a theory of dynamic character
orientations (essentially, that the indi
vidual's mode of orientation to the rest
of the world constitutes the core of his
character). Their study convinced them
that traditional values are often destroyed
by the march of modern technology, and
the villager is left with a longing for the
"good life" of the city. These longings
remain unfulfilled, making him feel
backward; he remains as poor as before,
but with his culture destroyed. All at
tempts to improve him and his way of life
reinforce the process. All of this, of
course, has important implications for
peasant societies elsewhere. The au
thors feel that the future of the peasant
depends upon a better understanding of
his character and its interaction with the
socioeconomic conditions in which he
lives.

This is a very technical but stimulat
ing book which, I feel, will make a great
contribution to any attempt to integrate
peasant society into the technological
age. Due to its specialized nature, only
larger university and college libraries
need consider it, but no anthropology or
sociology collection should be without
it.—Mary Gormly, California State Col
lege at Los Angeles Library

KING, H. G. R. The Antarctic. 276p.
maps, photogs., some color, bibliog. in
dex. Arco. 1970. $9.95. LC 79-124423.

REGIONAI. STUDY

The mysterious Antarctic casts a spell
over many readers. Intended to answer
the most frequently asked questions
about the icy continent and surrounding
islands, this fine volume by the librarian
and information officer of the Scott Po
lar Research Institute covers such topics
as the ice regime, flora, fauna, meteor
ology, geology, transport, living condi
tions, whaling, sealing, and the history
of exploration and of recent internation
al cooperation. The numerous photo-

"TfervoI^^¥Ie:-in-the ''serfe?5
by the institute for Sex Res
Indiana University, "consists
anthropological descriptions of*'
behavior and attitudes in a series'
societies which run the gamut of
ty from extreme social inhibition to «$&
treme permissiveness." In addition, man*'"!
theoretical implications regarding pep.
sonality and culture are noted. Th»
groups considered range from the *%$.
pressed" Irish to the "lax" Polynesian!^
but, regrettably, material on the Far and
Middle East is lacking. Running as %
thread through the analyses of sexual
behavior in these disparate groups is the
concept that sexual practice tends to be
conservative in terms of its resistance to
change. Although deviation is tolerated
in most other actions, "the amount of
deviation tolerated in the area of sexual
behavior seems much more limited."
Recommended highly for anthropology
collections.—Herbert S. Camenson,
formerly with Department of Humani
ties, New York Institute of Technology

SOUSTELLE, Jacques. The Four Suns:
Recollections and Reflections of an
Ethnologist in Mexico, tr. by E. Ross.
249p. illus. index. Orion: Grossman.
Apr. 1971. $10. LC 70-114945.

ANTHROPOLOGY

Jacques Soustelle, an eminent French eth
nologist and linguist, sums up his philos
ophy of life in recounting his experi
ences as an ethnologist in Mexico. The
chapters of this fascinating book could
be read as separate essays on how he
became interested in anthropology; his
experiences among the Lacandones; that
group's relationship with the Mayan
past; whether or not the Mayas had a
true civilization; the Otomi and their
culture; marginal groups of Indians and
what the Mexican government is doing
to integrate them into the national life;
and the clash of the Aztec and Spanish
cultures and its implications for other
parts of the world. In concluding, Sous
telle offers a summation of what he calls
the "human adventure," the evolution of
culture and language. This includes a
critique of the ideas of Teilhard de
Chardin, Spengler, and Toynbee on
man's place in nature and on the decline
of the Western world and the implica
tions for the future of civilization.

By drawing upon a wide knowledge of
peoples and cultures throughout history,
Soustelle not only presents his own
ideas, but also gives the reader a good
insight into the comparative nature of
ethnology and an understanding that, in
spite of local variations, we are truly
part of one civilization today. Highly
recommended.—Mary Gormly, Califor
nia State College at Los Angeles Library
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