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PSYCH/ANTHROPOLOGY
Over a period of 13 years Fromm and
Maccoby did a study of a small Mexican
village that had virtually no cultural ties
with the past. The purpose was to test a
method of applying psychoanalysis to
the study of a social group rather than
individuals. Their investigations were
guided by a theory of dynamic character
orientations (essentially, that the indi-
vidual’s mode of orientation to the rest
of the world constitutes the core of his
character). Their study convinced them
that traditional values are often destroyed
by the march of modern technology, and
the villager is left with a longing for the
“good life” of the city. These longings
remain unfulfilled, making him feel
backward; he remains as poor as before,
but with his culture destroyed. All at-
tempts to improve him and his way of life
reinforce the process. All of this, of
course, has important implications for
peasant societies elsewhere. The au-
thors feel that the future of the peasant
depends upon a better understanding of
his character and its interaction with the
socioeconomic conditions in which he
lives.

This is a very technical but stimulat-
ing book which, I feel, will make a great
contribution to any attempt to integrate
peasant society into the technological
age. Due to its specialized nature, only
larger university and college libraries
need consider it, but no anthropology or
sociology collection should be without
it.——Mary Gormly, California State Col-
lege at Los Angeles Library
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