Of Blood and Iron

The Fox in The Attic. By Richard
Hughes. Harper. $4.50.

by Edwin Kennebeck

“IN ENGLAND the ending of the
war had come like waking from a
bad dream: in defeated Germany,
as the signal for deeper levels of
nightmare.” The Fox in The Attic,
Richard Hughes’ first installment of
a long novel of his times, begins in
1923 as a kind of diptych—England
in one panel, Germany in the other
—which illustrates another division,
stated by Bismarck in the previous
century: “The great questions of the

ly he realizes that he is not going
to find the kind of “new Germany”
he had expected.

Richard Hughes personalizes these
moments in history with remarkable
vividness and pace, ranging boldly
away from his central character to
tell us what is going on in the minds
of others. A funny old coroner in
Wales gets drunk and tries to tease
the bishop at a banquet. The hyper-
emotional wife of a nearly fanatical
English minister of religion tries to
rationalize the accidental death of
their little girl. A young man who
lives in a castle attic in Germany,
quite insane from the horrors he en-
dured in the local Baltic wars after
1918, plots murder for the sake of

primitive man, he says, knows that 3
“there is always some overspill of 3
self into penumbral regions . . . He §
accepts as naturally as the birds and §
beasts do his union with part of his}
environment. . . .” This is to lead$
later to an explanation of the mad-]
ness of Hitler: “The universe con-
tained no other persons than him,}
only things.” He was “an ego with-9
out a penumbra.” But Hughes also 3
develops a “we-they” theory, valid4
enough but not particularly original,
which causes a break in the flow of
images—something that could possi-
bly have been worked more solidly]
into one of the character’s point of
view.

A second criticism is that our cen-

sionate plea for sanity in the nuclear
age. Fromm’s May Man Prevail? is a
study of American and Russian re-
lations which attempts to cut be-
neath what the author considers the
myths on both sides to arrive at a
-pasis upon which universal disarma-
ment and peace may be founded.
Mr. Fromm first discusses the “fic-
tions” of foreign policy. United
States attitudes, in his thought, are
dominated by a series of clichés. The
most important of these is the con-
viction that the Russians want to
conquer the world for revolutionary
communism. Another is that Soviet
philosophy has imposed atheism and
a2 new concept of morality on the

ways managed to believe you. But
when I am told that this marble
table is a fish pool and the colors in
the marble goldfish, then I can be-
lieve no more ”

Many of the arguments Mr.
Fromm uses are goldfish of the
species 1961. Russia is threatened
“by the growmng onslaught of the
underdeveloped  countries under
China’s leadership.” The neutral
countries are attracted by “demo-
cratic, decentralized socialism,” rep-
resented, among others, by those hu-

manists Tito and Nasser. The Cuban
Communist Party was held in con-
tempt by Castro and “Castro was
never a Communist” When the
Communist catechism says “Commu-
nism will be victorious all over the
world” or Khrushchev states “We
will bury you” this does not imply
that the Soviet Union believes in
force or subversion, and indeed,
Khrushchev's policy is “evolutionary,
non-aggressive.”

In fact, “The Soviet Union’s policy
is strategically speaking a defensive
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people of Russia. A third is that the
best defense against a policy of force
is counter-force.

day will not be settled by resolutions the fatherland. Hi i i i

* O . His brother, who tral point of interest, Augustine, re-!
anfil majority vote . . . but by blood ~works in a Munich hotel, spends his  mains dimmer than most of the other
and iron. spare time in a gymnasium, proud characters. This may be only a rela-

fear German unification and rearma-
ment more than American capital-

Hughes’ central character, Augus- to belong to “ bl i 5} tt i i But the “facts” of foreign policy .
é tine Penry-Herbert, is, like theg:u- very ﬂovger of acgin:nss'giﬂ?’, \tth: 0;, ;?Zﬂfé;s?téxexsthil:gket:pgi teh: 1:!23 are quite different, the author is com: TH.&A:(ST IYr?g;ElgIvC‘I'gT(II%T.TLORATCKE ‘; RAMPARTS
g thor, just as old as the century. Not  even look in on the mind of Adolf from being firmly based; the effect is vinced. Russia is 2 managerial and RENAISSANCE
E caring to becomc'a involved in nation- Hitler, hiding from the police after a little like that of a family portrait§ conservah.V ° pohce.slate whose.revo- Subscribe to
4 al life, whether it be waking from a  the November fiasco—the Hitler who in which Father’s face hasn’t been lutionary ideology is only a rationale

dream or writhing with nightmares, is on the verge of writing Mein filled in. to cover her desire for a stable RAMPARTS :

Augustine departs from the England  Kampf. The reasons for this may have to} status quo. The Communist chiefs The New National

‘I .

Catholic Literary Journal

of resolutions and votes to visit some Hughes, when he chooses to be, is  do with Hughes’ plans for the future] . > Li
RAMPARTS . . . An uine EVERY ISSUE BRINGS YOU

distantly related cousins near Mu- a master of indirection. Not for him volumes; as we read The Fox in the

\;']hy a servant in a Munich hotel place—because the primary heir had to a convent (what good is a blind 4
2 oul.d give hx}'n millions 95 marks been killed in the war—we learn in  girl to the new Germany?), must flee
1or his ten-shilling note. He is scarce- casual parenthesis that Augustine’s from that insane land.
y aware of the meaning of the sister had visited the German cousins But despite an occasional falter,
abortive Putsch of November 1923. ten years before. Then the matter is this first installment promises a skill- 74
But he is not an insensitive man;  dropped until Hughes sees fit to pick ful, compelling nightmare-tale of &
soon a.fter cousin Walther has met up that thread and weave it in again  blood and iron calling down blood
his train, he sees Walther’s two lit-  naturally; all of which is to say that and 1ron upon themselves. 4
tle girls take a nasty little fall on  we have a book by that rare type, a
their sled, %.md watches with alarm  man who recognizes novel-writing as
as th.ey stifen under the sharp, an art. Whatever else he is up to, we Fromm’s Act Of Faith
fnockmg shout gf their father. (Back know that he is especially concerned E
in England his own six-year-old with constructing a novel. May Man Prevail? By Erich Fromm. "
niece had I.Jound.ed from her bathtub But we might question the master Doubleday. $3.50.
to greet him, with only affectionate constructor on at least two points. . .
grumblings f.rom her nurse for com- Why does he allow himself to in- by Danicl M. Friedenberg
inent.) He is deeyply stricken with trude, now and then, with little es. MR ERICH FROMM, the noted ]
I\(/)i",e 'forh Wa]th.ers o}der daughter  says on the nature of self and nation-  psychoanalyst and apostle of a hu-
itzi, who is going blind. And final- ality? His comments are interesting; manized Marx, has written a pas-

year. May, September, |  GABRIEL MARCEL
But the sum total of the arguments November Janvaryand | CHARLES MECABE

is unconvincing. One is reminded of NMarch. T AmSOnituS
the story concerning Heinrich Mann. Every issue 1s beautifully  GLAYS 3
This novelist, who before World printed and bound, adding  JAMES SCHEVILL
War I was more famous than his to the prestige of your (NN AR INKE
brother Thomas, had been a Com- personal Wggary SEYMOUR CAIN
inunist for many years and had fol- oo GoOOIDND0 COOCO0OGO bk e
Oyzﬁd bthe tortuous Stalinist hge ¥ RAMPARTS
with absolute fidelity. When Russia 1178 Chestnut St. 2
and Germany signed their pact in Menlo Park, Calif. .
1939, the exiled Germans were called Please entetr my subscription to RAMPARTS at the special pre-publication sub- §
to a meeting by the Comintern. The sription rate. 3
“new line” %vas explained while the 1 One Year, $7.50 O Two Years, $15 00 ;
men sat around a marble table. 3 1 enclose payment [ Please billme é
k)
3]

Editor of RAMPARTS

Subscribe Today !
Charter subscribers who enter
their subscriptions now wilf
receive the inaugural (May)
issue of RAMPARTS.

Propriety of the Erich Fromm Document Center. For personal use only. Citation or publication of

material prohibited without express written permission of the copyright holder.
Eigentum des Erich Fromm Dokumentationszentrums. Nutzung nur fir persdnliche Zwecke.

]

°

5 nich, where he graduall hi i ; - ism. The Soviet party is most terri- s ot H 1962

& ) gradually senses that, an opening sentence that says, Attic we can strongly feel the pullg : . party _ hibited opportumity for the  » Bold and imaginative MAY- 1962

i OGHIY five years after the “death” of “Augustine was planning to visit his  of the sequels. Hitler is arrested and, fied l°f ,Ch‘“ablbem;““"% head of a Chr;shan |fm"m$‘t;§ Llicstrlnonéﬁgeet;z.a;;lt&

i egﬂapy, the blood and iron are al-  German cousins.” No, we start with must bide his time; a little English] revolutionary bloc ot tru'y 2g&r f;“;e e re ol areas distinctton. Editorial Policy

§ ready in preparation. the “steady creaking” of swans as boy named Sylvanus, whom his states. And thus peace wou e o Vigorous explorationsof ~ “RAMPARTS demands

] It takes Augustine some time to they fl d th h i , ; possible if only the United States RAMPARTS . . . A show- personalitiesandissues  no special slanting of

o realize this beo he i y fly out toward the sea, and a mother subconsciously blames for} would understand the tensions under case for the creative Rt our times. oupht. It demands

8 ot > ause he is not much man (who turns out to be Augus- the deaths of both his sister and his . : N writer ., = Compelling studies of  solely that its authors

g g\ eres;eh‘ mAthe cufgous preoccupa- tine) carrying a dead child. A few father, must, presumably, grow up which féhemlmg 311(;3 of HUSS‘ZPP‘;" RAMPARTS . . . Pubiished the (I:hnsh?n‘s pgsntinn preserve the i;nteg]ritﬁ
ons of his Army-0 ] i i i B ate and accommodate accordingly. " inrelation to contempo-  that is their most value:

T Dot A ai,k oise:h hoIs;s]. }I;Ie li pages later, as Augustine stands in and watch World War II overtake$ T nS oibute to My, Fromm's %“)1’_ .and edited by outstanding, .\ ATGoe O ePS hossession, and that they

g o Y o e Bolshevik the billiard room of his large manor  Ius adolescence; Augustine, not hav-g 7 that b : badh dynamic Catholic faymen. - . pass this integrity on to

H Publ?zehzndo;s :,thatsd \:/exénar Re- }n Waleil and muses over the uncles ing spoken for his beloved Mitzi in¥ ’;‘:r;;tyw.u%; i:’z‘;‘t’s %;acizzef?t o}; . . © ™ Among the aut}:wrs whnsiel their a“d"’““ek

S 3 understand or care i i 1 q 3 1411 € the L, 3 isive thoughts you wi R

E : y tom whom he had inherited the  time to prevent her being packed off 4 the doubt t(;g every Russian position. Five stimulating issues-a { lrr:::ld’in earlyzissuyes: ' -—-Edward%[. Ke\:;.i\ng

2

5

>

FROMM-Online

OO

There was silence when the Russian
delegate concluded. Then Heinrich
Mann got up.

“You have been explaining the line
to me for years” he said, “and I al-

STATE.......

O

b,

ok

20 THE COMMONWEAL
MARCH 30, 1962 21

Friedenberg, D. M., 1962: Review Fromm, E.: May Man Prevail? An Inquiry into the Facts and Fictions of Foreign Policy (1961a, English), In: Commonweal, New York, Vol. 76 (30. 3. 1962), pp. 20



5
5
L2
3
-}
g
5
§
5
(5]
>
2
o
g
g
14
g
g
3
g
.§
E
E
o
g
5
i}
&
5
s
g
2
g

“FOR ME THE
BOOK WAS

A CASE

OF LOVE

AT FIRST
SIGHT.”

Sean O'Faolatn @

“THERE WAS
NEARLY
BLOODSHED
(in Dubiin’s
Military
Prison) OVER
THE BOOK.”
Brendan Behan

$3.95

AT YOUR BOOK SELLER
TEMPLEGATE * PUBLISHERS
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

Erlaubnis des

Y~ this
1ns

'sal are and how to
read, understand and fully appre-
ciate them By the author of The
Lovely Ambition

$395 « NORTON Zeememty

Eigentum des Erich Fromm Dokumentationszentrums. Nu!zupg nur flr pe[sﬁnliche ngcke.

material prohibited without express written permission of the copyright holder.
Verdffentlichungen — auch von Teilen - bedtirfen der

“The Narcotics Problem"”
RICHARD ROGAN
Deputy Atty. Genl. of California

CHARLES DEDERICH

Founder, Director, “Synanon"

FROMM-Online

SAT., MARCH 31, 8 P.M.
The Commonweal Club
of Los Angeles

Guest Foe, $1 911 Malcolm Ave.

22 THE COMMONWEAL

one.” We are told by fat that “Ger-
many is already the strongest mili-
tary power in Europe,” that Germans
are wrong to want a reunified coun-
try and that Germany is the great
threat to world peace. Though Mr.
Fromm wants universal disarma-
ment, he asserts that arms control “is
part of a theory of armament, not of
disarmament.”

Perhaps it is unfair to take sen-
tences out of context. But these quo-
tations are typical of the theme. At
bottom, Mr. Fromm has deposited an
act of faith, namely that if the
United States would neutralize West
Germany, give China long-term
credits and submit to disarmament
without inspection and controls, then
Russia would be happy to live in
peace with the West. But the author
is not content to accept this as an act
of faith, but must prove that his posi-
tion is correct. Since the evidence is
at best most dubious, he has to
juggle the facts.

One might even say that Mr.
Fromm is repeating in politics his
private profession; as a psychoana-
lyst, he is embroidering his faith
(Freud) in what he considers
science (Freudian hypotheses). If
we do not accept his “sane” prem-
ises, we are told that our thinking is
“pathologic.” And the learned ana-
lyst has a bad habit of attributing
not merely pathology to those who
disagree; he revels in name calling;
his opponents are suffering from “il-
lusion . . . fantasy . . . demagogy . . .
naivety . . . paranoid thinking, . . .”
Disregarding the polemic cast and
strained rationalizations, much of
value is embedded in May Man Pre-
vail?. It is always useful to see the
world through the eyes of one who
refuses to accept prevailing thought.
Erich Fromm is deeply concerned
with the dehumanization implied by
the acceptance of the possibility of
nuclear war. The pages that analyze
the psychological background ~of
Herman Kahn's On Thermonuclear
War are certainly the most passion-
ate in the book.

It serves well to be reminded
again and again that it was Germany
which twice invaded Russia in our
lfetime, inflicting frightful loss of
life on the Russian people. The au-

thor is correct in pointing out that

certain Soviet tactics are a result %8
pressures from China. And M3
Fromm is anti-Communist in th3
best way, starting from the idea ¢}
spiritual degradation under a tota]
state principle rather than playing, 8
statistical game with automobuiéd
and refrigerators. Actually, i
Fromm’s approach resembles if
many ways that of many leaders o]
the new African and Asian nationd
In their view, Russia practices o
a very limited form of imperialisd]
in Eastern Europe since she is con
cerned with her own security. Bu]
whatever position America takes, f
is viewed as imperialist and anti
progressive.” 3

This reviewer happens to agre8
with some of Mr. Fromm's presug
positions. Yet May Man Prevail? i
irritating since its author resolvel
serious problems and contradictiony
too easily. He has a glib quality,
superficial integration of psychology2
history and politics, which disqualf}
fies him as a profoundly ongin
thinker. But only time will te)
whether his basic act of faith—as dig
tinguished from the facile argument
he uses to support it—will be justified
by future events.
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(Continued from Page 2)

when he reads out of a book toward

:Ye wall, performs a few gyrations

shd busies himself with a golden

o

mthy do so many American Cath-
ohics choose to tell this to a French
pnest? Maybe as an homage to the

European liturgical movement, or

because they have found in their

parish priests too much of this “con-
servatism” that Father Reinhold de-
picts as unjustified and spurious.
Anyway, after six visits to your
country, I can say that many Cath-
olics are ready to adopt with en-
thusiasm the reforms promoted by
the Holy See, despite the “few pocls-
ets of resistance.” Too often, isn’t

this resistance passive, made of a

lack of information, and an easy ac-

ceptance of the famous posture of
- laymen at Mass: “on his knees, tl'}e
right hand holding his rosary,”and in
his left a collection envelope”!

May many journals like The Com-
monweal convince American priests
(and especially pastors) that the
barvest is at hand; they will be
helped by all these Catholics who
are thrilled by the participation of
the congregations here. o

“With patience and tenacity,” Fa-
ther Reinhold writes: with confi-
dence, Il add, for the victory will
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TO THE EDITORS: Your whimsi-
cal editorial [Feb. 16] on the Hindu
astrologers’ appeal to Khetu as the
savior from their predicted catas-
trophes sounds a little thin to one
who is constantly exposed to the
agnostic mind.

Of course you and I know that
there’s all the difference in the uni-
verse between a celestial body that
can’t be discerned and the illimita-
ble, invisible presence of our heaven-
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