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57, the third volume of Ernest Jonss’ bio ur.-nv,
i of Sigmund Frewd was published. In his monimon 1
discusses many times the relationship betwsen Frcui A
secret Orand Yizier", the Hungarian psychoanaly
Ferencsi died in 193%, at the sixty, from a
{anaemia parniciosal. In Jones” of Ferenczi’'s |

Feramnczi.
lilness

The mental disturbance had been making rapid progress in the last
few months. He related how one of his American patients, to whom he used
to devote four or five hours a day, had analysed him and so cured him of
all his troubles. Message came to him from her across the Atlantic -
Ferenczi had always been a staunch believer in telepathy. Then there
were the delusions about Freud’'s supposed hostility. Towards the end
came violent paranoic and even homicidal outbursts, which were followed
by a sudden death on May 24. That was the tragic end of a brilliant,
lovable, and distinguished personality., someone who had for a quarter of
a century been Freud’'s closest friend. The 1lurking demons within,
against whom Ferenczi had for years . struggled with great distress and
much success, conquered him at the end, and we learnt from this painful
experience once more how terrible their power can be (p. 191-192.)

On Junﬂ ifl 1988,
Jowrnal Saturday Me Woouricier
oy Lmﬁef LIH the German G

Fayohoanalyse —  Wissensohafi

~ieh o Fromm publish

e

zpritical review of Jor book, primarily an _ ]
acousations made by the British psychoanalysis against Fe ; wil 1
as against Obto Rank who was also stigmatized by Jones as becoming  at

onsa point insans. Fromm argues that pboth Rank and Fersnoczi wers =
innovative and autonomous persons and as such they became victims of
tidemnooratic inner structure, powser politics, rivalry, and the

ression of opposing views prevailing within  thes ”’VFHQQHJLVTl_

muvament at that time. He characterizes Jones’ work as an instructive

example of the Stalinist type re-writing of history according to  which.
all deviations from the "only truth® are thPmEEl res proofs of  some

"mental disturbance! .

. It is not at all by chance that Fromm uses the analogy of Stalinism.

fAs a Freudo-Marxist and originally a member of the Frankfurt School,

Fromm had never in his life c e to fight for a radical renewal of

Marxism, Ffor a retuwrn to its messianic,. humanistic and libertine

WTE

L
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aon-contarmist or huwnananisth
him & non—desirable :
- author in =i BEurope. Don’ bt forget the
mhicle on Jonss was  published. It was 1938, two vears atier the
nd-alntulgc}: aof  tha Soviel Comnunist Farty on the ons  hand, and

It w
pariod has

[ o

Chen

mpprﬁ ion of the Hungarian revolution on the other!t [t showld also  be
remembered that ©Lwo dayvs aftier the publication of Fromm' s i
Jung 14, 1958, the leaders of the Hungarian revolution,

doin Budapessth,
Framm HrrleEﬁ in Tdbingen hold correspondence  showing
in the autumn of 19537, Fromm pwem4rea his arti §
The Saturday [Review. Inde@d, ‘
gastigation” into ithe Farenc

Wil  as Lhw Harmk,

papear [ am concsrned only with ~omm s reconstruction of
2.) The method of this investigation was to search  out

WLtHEEteu Wi ould give an undistorted account and  their personal
testimony of the fate of Ferenczi (and, of course, Rar =3
Fromm's feelings and intentions are be documented in his letier of
195
I

i
E2th October, 7. to Norman Dousins, the well-known editor of Tf
Saturday Eeview. am gquoting a few paragraphs from this lshter.

I have just finished reading the third volume of Freud by Dr. Jones,
and I . am apl{plalled by its spirit. In a truly - Stalinist method, he
declares that the two pupils of Freud, Rank and Ferenczi (...) were
insane at the time of their defection. No evidence of this statement is
given. Q@Quite a few people are alive who knew Rank and Ferenczi at that
time, and who can testify to the fact that no insanity was observed. All
that this amounts to a character assassination of those who showed
traces of disobedience and insubordination, in pschychiatric language
they are called insane, wherelas] the Stalinists call such people spies
and traitors. '

I feel this Just shows how psychoanalysis has become a strongly
entrenched totalitarian organization, and I find it most lamentable that
in the few reviews I have read about Jones’ book, nothing of that is
noted. I feel strongly compelled to write an article (the tentative
title of which might be "The party .line in psychoanalytic history
writing", or "Dr. Jones re-writes history") in which I would discuss
this point in connection with the whole spirit of psychoanalytic
development - as a crusading and more and more totalitarian-mirided
organization." e o o o

It is %ptersﬁ*irq to  remark that in  the same letter to Cousins,

Fromm e tes his plans  to  form a comnitise protesting against the

conservative foreign policy of the United States, and againzt the atomis
Lhreat violently uwsed at that time by Secretary of State John Foster
Dulles, According to Fromm, this committes showld be composed of  well

known  lettist-liberal personalities. such as  MNMorman Cousins. Lewis
Mumford, George Fernnan, David Rissman, Norbert Wisner stc. -  "although
Commuinists and smotional reactionaries should be ewcliuded".

The idea to write a critical review of Jonss came also Trom an
American psychoanaivst, Izette de Iurﬂhuq a former pat =1 L and rfudent
of Ferenczi. the author of a book on him (The Lsé and

also a close friend of Fromm. On Bctmb 22, 19 7. she wro'c nims
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I enclose two reviews of Jones’ last volume and I wish you also
would publish an article - a review - of  this volume. If Freud
considered Ferenczi and Rank "insane" (as Jones says they were) why did
‘he, the Al psychiatrist, not treat them as he should have treated all
his psychotic patients - lets hope he did! - with gentleness, insight
and patience? Why did he turn his back on "insane" Ferenczi and refuse
to shake the hand of a man whom had always call his "son" because he was
insane? (...) Those who knew Rank in his last years do not consider. him
"insane" and certainly those who knew Ferenczi well in his last years do
not consider him "insane". This must be Jones own: problem - perhaps one
of jealousy? Or fear that their types of treatment will really succeed
over .the Freudian?

" You can put your finger cleverly and wisely\Pn this fallacy of
Jones and I hope you will do so.

n Zlst Octobsr, 1957, Fromm answers [zette de Forest, claiming llat
he had the same ldea and reported fo her that he had already ashked i
Saturday Revi whather they would publish an article on Jonss. (See the

-

ietter to Hmrman Cousins quoted above). In  the letter to izette de

Forest, Fromm asbked her fto write him "all the data you have on Ferenczi,
from his lasht yvears, and also the names of people who knew him". On the

wama day  he turned with the same reguest to Clara Thompson, another
Amarican  psvohoanalyst who had  also besn an analysand of Ferenczi  In

wudar R .
The two ladiss ware to respond. They both sent their detailed
testimony and thay sugges further namss to e approached. For lack of
- bt i FEXRSEONSE - I can gquote only brisf

for
from i
f Thompson  describes
diftficulties with

for tha Wisshaden

Farencsd
wWien
DONGRESE on

DHWUL” hetwesn The adulit  and
ernational Journal :

sy rhio-Analysis, o 145, ER2%-

ving a loh of . ting it because feared Freud

- Thompson writes. She didrn’t notice "anything elss

Jnuutal min] irng  that spring and summer®. "He was very worrisd
izt leln" HMe talbed of wantan to find an island somewhers Lo

; had  Dbe -ting foreign  monsy in Switzerland -

activity a madman.’  Then cams Ferenczi’ s tragic

On the way to the Wiesbaden Congress, September 1932, he stopped in
Vienna to see Freud. They apparently had a very rough time. When he came
on the train that night, he told me it was teirrible, that Freud said he
could give the paper in Wiesbaden, but he must never publish it. He
wanted him to promise, which I don’think Ferenczi did.

According to  Thompson, bthe first . symptoms of Ferencei’s  1llness
appeared in October 19 Atter the congress, hse went away for & one

month vacation, and, as Thompson describes — “he fell in the railroad
station in Faris and was taken o hospital. (...01% was found that his

red blood count was below 504 of normal and he had pernicious ansmia - a
desease  rare  at his age of 39". Nevertheless, he returned to his

practice in November and continued it almost until his death. A
Thompson remembsrs, "he began to go down hill" in March 19353E,
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One day, he fell asleep while I was talking. Perfectly healthy
analysts have been known to do that. (...) Obviously we weren’t doing
psychoanalysis by then. What finally made me admit to myself how sick he
. was, was that one morning he forgot 1 was waiting for my hour. The maid
finally told him, and when he came in he wasn’t apologetic or concerned,; .-
and as you know he was very human in his reactions - never the stiff
analyst. ] o ’ Co

(...)he really tried to prepare me for the fact that he was dying.
It was I who wouldn’'t face it. He talked of what I should do in America,
and the last time I saw him he kept saying -"Goodbye" and I kept saying,
"I'm coming tomorrow" - but the next day, he was dead.’ '

Suinming up her experisnces of Ferenczi’s last months. Clara Thompson
i

belisves &

(...) in the 1last two months of his 1life there was some organic
mental deterioriation. That 1is, he showed memory defects and
forgetfulness characteristic of organic brain desease, but I think it
was minimal and part of the death picture. To try to push it back into
~ preceding years and explain his thinking by this is to say the least -~

criminal.-I think he was a . disturbed man ‘and some ' of his . procedures
could be criticized, but I do . not believe they were evidence of
psychosis(...). Certainly he was never maniacal and homicidal. To call
his belief that Freud was treating him badly, paranoid, is obviously to
deny the facts.

A for ize
notes on her a
testimony on

“de Forest, on  November 7. 1937 she sent Fromm  somes
i nowWith  Sandor Ferencsi, Aa =1y
‘s last wvisit  to FroTe aud".as it
el T cEil himssld. "This story was told me in
Sadnsss - e Forest., "0n "my last  visit, in

foorrsohly: L2321, to Frofessor Freud!, Ferenczi related to hee,

FE RO

I told him of my latest technical ideas. These are empirically based
on my work with my patients. I have tried to discover from my patients’
told history, from their association of ideas, from the way they behave
(«22)y from the frustrations. which arouse their anger or depression, and
- especially from the content — both conscious and unconscious = of their
desires and longings, the manner in which they suffered rejection at the
hand of their mothers or their parents or surrogates. And 1 have also
endeavored through empathy to imagine what kind of loving care, even in
specific details of behavior, the patient really needed at the early
age, a loving care and nurture which would have allowed his self-
confidence, his self-enjoyment, to develop wholesomely. (...) '

The Professor listened to me with increasing impatience and finally
warned me that I was treading on dangerous ground and was departing
fundamentally from the traditional customs and techniques of
psychoanalysis. (...)
©  This warning ended the interview. I held out my hand in affectionate
adieu. The Professor turned his back on me and walked out of the room. I
shall never see him again.

With the help of the two women, Izette de Forest and Clara Thompson,
Fromm was able to collect some mors testimonies on Ferenczi‘s last vear.
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Im the correspondenc

: i found letters from fwo other
'3imE\r Loan psyo r*.r:":-n.;zﬂ.‘-;ss;i: 313 -

!Qweil
Ffimu=

oT

dat@d Movemiar
rapher Gf : Groodeck,
’+n@ir COFFeSRONOence Was publi
stier she recelved from Hores e
L.

tary for his last eight vears. Mrs. Honegger

. "h@r@ is al
S Byiva GHrossman,
maintainsd wWarm
Mirs. Grossman
Groddeck s frisn

wrrote to Mes.Eeos:

-

Concerning Ferenczi Mrs. Groddeck and I are rather upset about the
verdict of Mr. Jones. I have seen him in summer 1929 and in autumn 1932.
The last time I saw him he made the - impression of a very sick man but
not of an insane. Of course Ferenczi was always a man of poor health.

Fromm and his most  devoted collaborator in this il

@ e Forest, approachsd soms family mambers of kurﬂnuh¢n
Laurviis, Fersnczi step-daughter, living then in New York,
oFf NMovamber 10 to de Forest (with whum e WAS aﬁﬁanm“f

el L

ferms) affirmsd ©

garved  any change

apout Jones'
Sandor was 1in Doss

Lly membe

Hungarian

'uuxd , yc.lL vt ﬂ
until rhe snd.  The obthsre was D Findly
Humgariz : i whiey had besen a close frisnd of Fe
willa. They both lived in  London
. iy Pz omm turned to Dr.
him fo makes atement on Fers i’ £
i xcd . Lavy Yo write me. from your own
viou saw any evidence of a psychosis in Dr. Ferencsi
Mig life, or for the steatsment that he disd in
outburst .
did Mot answer Fromm (or. at leastht,
LEvy , 1 his lather of MNovember Z0. weits
Tﬁnhﬁ' statamnent nesded correction. Since, NWaver,
ill, "he cannot and would not get into A
candidat (Ich kann uwund will nicht auf s=sins
kandidaten singshen)”

Ernaast i ] very soon (in 1958). Surprisingly vﬁnuqh
the “dealth canq;adte" made a (privats statement on the Fersnc in
a latter of NMovembesr 28, 1907, to a certain Professor  Magoun  who
apparently criticized him for his dccusations against Ferenczi. & copy
of this letts s an forwarded to Fromm by Ilzette de Forest.

™ na

Gﬁ5
uur'nq t e
1 anm

) !i.-_il' Pt
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1 think it is sheer nonsense to talk of my having made an attack on
,Ferenczi simply . because there are people who cannot bear the truth.
(acs) : R
I have all the letters Ferenczi wrote to Freud from 1907 till the
end. They make most painful reading as displaying a thoroughly unstable
and suffering personality whom personally I always loved. But the
evidence ,of increasing deterioration is only too plain.(...)

Naturally if anyone attacks me in public I shall have to produce
some of the evidence I have taken care to suppress in Ferenczi’s own
interest.

oot from De. Lévy and
it to The Ssaturday
3 e could reter  in
his review only to the few personal communication was authorized to
gquote. But the case was not finished. It ssems that guite indepsndently
af Fromm, Mrs. Laurvik had also raised the issus. On Decsmber &, 1937

P

she wrobte Isethe de Foreshs

So much for Jones. Without acguiring orucial
BEalint, Fromm findshed his article and ssen
in =arly Uecembsr. Fesides published sour

i

I have written to Balint and asked him what is being done officially
to negate Jones’'s statement. He answered that Dr. 'Levy and he are
considering the matter and probably their statement will appear in the
[Internationall] Journal [of Psycho-Analysis]. He promised me to let me
know what will be done definitely, but. to date, I did not hear.

{Would it be possible that both Levy .and Balint,y being foreigners,
would hesitate to come out in their host-country, against England’'s
famous psychiatrist?)

&t the end of her letter Mra.  Lawrvik guotess Balint's letter of

PDecamber £ she had Jjust recelveds

In the meanwhile I wrote to Jones expressing my disagreement with
his views. He wrote back quite sensibly and we are now trying to arrange
something that will meet the case without unnecessarily hurting him.
Perhaps you know that he. is very ill and I really don't like to be too
unpleasant with him.

ﬁ conpromisze had been negotiated, indeed, in the following way: Both
Balint and Jones sent a Ie i to-the editor ot the [N terﬁatienal
Qggg;ﬁi of Pasyoho-finalysi ZhHg, 98.) In their respecti latters,
they both supressed their own views on Fe rﬁnc:l'e illnes s Bes
how Fromm commanted on this compromise in his letier to I de Forest
o Ehe vEry day  when his article was  published in The S: v Review

(Juns 14, 1958):

I believe he [Balint] is an intelligent and warm human being, but
definitely lacking in courage. I just read this morning the statement he
made in the International Psychoanalytic Journal about Ferenczi, and
that is really a very cowardly statement, making concessions to Jones
for which there is no Justification. Especially his point that the
disagreement does not deal with disagreement in facts, but
interpretation, is quite untenable, since Jones’ statement must refer to
facts which permit the interpretation of insanity, when in truth Balint
himself believes there were no such facts. (...) The whole story. is
really like a cheap dime novel, and pretty sordid.

N
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To sum up, Fromm’ s intervention in this  Ycheap dime novel" can  be
vrded as an 2arly attempt to  rehabilitate Ferencri both personally
and scientifl ly. The true rehabilitation started almost two decades
later when the growing popularity of Ferenczi’'s visws in the
international psvochoansivitic community directed scholarly attention  to
the real nature of hiz inmovations and to the depth of hisz rela L1cn;h1p
to Freud, The recent publication of his 1232 clinical jouwrnal i
clinin « Faris 1983%) shed new light " on his theoretical and technical
endeavors in the last period of his life. The forthcoming publication of
Ferenczi-Freud correspondence in 19%0 will give full access to  the
1 by Jdones Yin Ferenczi ‘s own interast®.
1l this underlines Fromm' s extracrdinary intellectual
COUr A S in raising bthe issue as sarly as 1758, when even such a devobted
followser of. Ferenczi as Michasl Balint could not quite openly challenge
the authority of Freud's official biographer (presumably not only
becausse of Jones' serious 1]1nea€). Fromm was far from being a self-
appointsd or amateurish protector af Ferencsili. The latiter played an
important role in his intsllectual development. It can be filologically
documented that throughout his entire life work, from his early

o

l'

il

criticism of the mufr'"ﬂntrlt~ withoritarian fTeatures of ‘orthodox
Fraudian therapy to his theoriss on the matriarchal society and to his
later concern with the nature of love and humanism he owes a iot to
Ferenczi' & visws, Thus, there is a perhaps implicit but strong

connection betwesn Ferenczi’'s theories and Fromm s analytical social
psychology during and after his involvement in the Frankfurt school.

NOTE

This paper is Lo be presented at the Eighth Eurcgpean CHEIROM Meeting,
Béteborg, Sweden, August 30 - September 3, 1989. I wish to esupress my
special thanks to Dr. Rainer Funk, the head of the Erich Fromm Archives
in Tabingen, Bermany. who called my attention to this materizal and who
granted me access to the files while I stayed in Tdbingesn in Germany in
autumn 19EE  in the Framework of a ‘scholarship from Deutschear
Akademischer Austauschdienst (DAAD). This paper is part of a larger
piroiect on  the history of Hungarian psycnoanalysis, supported by  the
MTa-Soros Foundation, Budapest -~ Mew York. Instead of listing detailed
bibliography, I mention here only two volumes I used sxtensively. On
Ferenczi, Fierrs Sabourin: Ferenczi - Faladin et Grand Vizir secret.
Editions wuniversitaires, Faris 1285: on Fromm and his relationship  to
the psychoanalytic movement, Erich Fromm: Schriften | Bigmund Frewud,

heravsgegeben und kommentiert von Rainesr Funk. Deutsche Verlags—-Anstalt,
Stuttgart 1982.
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