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A New Start for the Continuation of MEGA - Project:
Notes on the Receat Publication of MEGA IV/3
(Karl Marx: Exzerpte und Notizen. Sommer 1844 bis Anfang 1847)

Moon-Gil Chung

! On the publication of MEGA (Marx-Engels: Gesamtausgabe) IV/3 in December 1998,
! German newspapers carried the story, announcing the new start for the MEGA publication
l after five years' pause. This essay examines the historical context and meaning of the
! publication
The publication of MEGA 1V/3 meant, among others, the publication of MEGA will

be guided and undertaken by the new editorial staff and a new institution, ie, IMES

(Internationale Marx-Engels-Stiftung). Since the beginning of 1970s, the Institute of Marxism-
| Leninism (IML) of East Germany and Soviet Union had undertook the publication of the
i MEGA until the fall of Berlin Wall and changes in the Soviet Union made it difficult for those
I Institutes to continue the enterprise of MEGA-publication. In cooperation with both IML of
! Berlin and Moscow, the Internationa!l Institute of Social History (HISG) of the Netherlands and
| Karl-Marx-Haus (KMH) of former West Germany established the IMES in October 1990. At
[ the time, it was agreed that the historical and critical version of the MEGA was necessary and
| Marx and Engels would be studied as one of classic thinkers, rather than an originator of

socialism. This meant that the publication of the MEGA will be guided by academic concerns
| (Akademisierung, Entpolitisierung) and its works and costs will be shared in the broader
f international framework (Internationalisierung).

The agreement implied a turnaround in the study of Marx and Engels. Publishing the

! works of Marx and Engels always involved deep partisan concerns. Sometimes, some excerpts
! were emphasized and other times abridged versions were distributed. Some restrictions on the
' publication were imposed or the publication of texts was influenced by politically biased
; introductions, notes or indexes. Even the new MEGA published since 1975, which was
; considered the most objective version, was not free from such partisan views.

The IMES which took the responsibility of the publication of MEGA signified another
change. The publication of MEGA, hitherto, had been guided by the financial support from the
East German Socialist Party (SED) and lot of experienced researchers were in East Germany
and Soviet Union As a result, western scholars could not participate in the publication.

However, the IMES was not on the sound financial basis at the time of its creation. As
East Germany and Soviet Union fell apart, the IMES had to secure financial and institutional
sources to support the former researchers in East Germany and Soviet Union during the early
1990s. While there were political and institutional changes, several volumes were published: 3
in 1990, 2 in 1991 and 2 in 1992. These volumes were edited according to the previous editing
guidelines, for they were close to completion before the creation of the IMES and no new
guidelines were set up yet.

New guidelines began to form after 1992. Later, the new editorial staff was formed
and international advisory committee was also formed. What was most important was the
formation of the editorial committee. The editorial committee decided a) the unpublished
manuscripts of Marx and Engels should be all published; b) correspondence between Marx and
Engels are very important and other letters they received are also important, though there
should be some restrictions on publishing the received letters; and ¢) excerpts, memos and
remarks on the margins are also indispensable materials.
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Though the committee agreed to the major principles, they could not publish all
materials and they had to make guidelines to select the more important from less important
materials. To make selection, four sub-committees were formed on four different divisions(4
Abteilungen of the MEGA) They worked together to reduce the number of volumes to be
published from 170 to 114

The editorial guidelines, approved in September 1995, are as follows The publication
will be continued under the financial supports of international research foundations and it will
go beyond the partisan concerns The reduction will not be made for the sake of reduction
The reduction will be limited largely to overlaps in different divisions.

According to the publication plan, the first division, which deals with published works,
articles and manuscripts, will be reduced from 33 to 32 volumes. The second division, which
deals with Das Kapital and related preparatory manuscripts, will be reduced from 16 to 15
volumes, though the number of books will be the same 24. The third division, which deals with
correspondences, will be reduced from 45 to 35 volumes. The major reduction here comes
from removal of miscellaneous received letters, the letters in the insignificant periods and
related documents. Carrying a new letter after the previous one, rather than starting a new
page for a new letter also has the effect of reducing spaces about 20 percent. The fourth
division, which deals with the excerpts and memos, will be reduced from 40 to 31 volumes.
For the chronicles and summaries scrapped from newspapers and other's books, a brief
description will be given and remarks on the margins will be replaced by an annotated list of
books owned by Marx and Engels.

We have seen that the resumption of the MEGA was possible due to the reduction
under the different political circumstances. However, the editorial principles and composition
of each division were made after a four years' open discussion and transparent procedures and
they will set a precedent for other publication of collected works. .

Now, we can understand why the German press and scholars paid so much attention to
the publication of MEGA IV/3 in December 1998. It was published after five years' pause
since the 47th volume of the MEGA and it was the outcome of strenuous efforts under the
ideologically transformed political circumstances. It was edited by the new editorial principles
and a format. In addition, MEGA IV/3 was published by Akademie Verlag, not by the Dietz
Verlag, which published previous volumes and had a close relationship with the former East
German Socialist Party (SED).

The MEGA IV/3 was reedited by the new editorial principles for three years. It was
the first one published by the IMES which set as its motto Akademisierung and
Internationalisierung of the MEGA. The MEGA [V/3 removed an authoritative introduction
(Einleitung). Instead, it provided an overview (Einfuehrung) which attempted to explain the
writing and compilation history on the basis of previous studies. The credit for its publication
should go to individual scholars and the IMES as well.

The MEGA under the IMES opened a new path for academic research. The editorial
groups which had been concentrated in East Germany and Soviet Union are now extended to
scholars in France, Denmark, the Netherlands, the United States and Japan. If 2 or 3 books are

published annually as planned by the IMES, the publication of the MEGA will be completed
around the year of 2030 as far as financial supports continue.

Prof. Moon-Gil Chung: College of Political Science & Economics, Korea University,

Seoul 136-701, Korea
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