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century was the partial collapse of the Medeiseval Church. The \
Church was the only feudalized institution which emerged triumphant \

? 8001al Reform and the Reformation 1 A \
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g The fundamental event in the history of Europe during the sixteenth \

t

¢

from the general breakdown of feudslism in the fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries. 1In spite of the Great Schism resulting in a

) 10ls“of papal prestige in temporal matters, the vitality of the
Clurch remained unimpaired. At the beginning of the sixteenth
centp?i it still exercised nlmost &s much secular power as it did in
the th;iteenth. The priest continued to direct, judge, legislate,

Elantas ;oo

collect taxes, and at times, to lead in battle. The Curia Romana
was gtill the supreme court of Europe, whose decisions few dared
dispute. The pope was still recognized as the supreme head of ;

Christendom, and his decrees both secular and religious were everywhiro
implicitly obeyed.

\\\‘ E. ao

The economic revolution of the sixteenth century was not industrial but
commercinl. The rapid expansion of trade from the petty inter~town
businesa of the UMiddle Ages to the world commerce of the sixteenth
century, resulting in the oreation of a world market, was caused mainly
by a change of trade routes due to the voyages and discoveries of the
Portugese navigators like Bartholomew Diaz and Vasco da Gama.

The result of finding an all-water route to India was the shifting of
trade from the Mediterranean to the Atlantic. The geographic position
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of Germany in the middle of Europe bad proved exceedingly ;@vantaponu
as it made her the center of a great international co-ercolwith
Italy on one-éide and-with the Hanseatic towns on the other. \But
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the ney vorld-commerce was inevitably bound to cause great changes in \
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German trade and markets,

F The end of the fifteenth century witnessed Germany's high~noon of \
prosparity. 014 and insignificant towans like augsburg, Furemberg '
and Iy bDloceomed forth into wealthy and populous cities. The greas
merchants vied with pringes and kings in magnificence and luxury.

Their gardens, palaces and enterteinments were the envy of the poorer

-
T
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nobility. Aeneas S8ylvius, writing in 1458 says; "We proclaim it
aloud, Qermany has never been richer or more prosperous than today.
She tukes the lead of all other natione in wealth and poger. Qe omn
say truly that God has favored this land above all others. On all
sides are seen cultivated farme, cornfields and vineyards and gardens.
Everywhere are great buildings, walled cities and well-to=~dp fa.ruru.'l
Jacob Wimpheling, the famous humanist, declared fifty years later
that "Germany was never more prosperous than today, and she owes it

% - ohiefly to the untiring industry and energy of her people, artisans
a8 well as merohants. The peasants too are rich and prosperoua."z
The degjre for wealth became the all-absorbing passion, and we find
the populgr'p:gp.chor Martin Butzer denouncing the iaterialiatao
spirit of the t;llé, “All the world,* he says, "ie running after those
Strades and ococupations %hgt will bring the most gain. The study
of the arte and soliences is set aside for the basest kind of manual
work. All the olemor heads, which have been endowed by God with

capacity for the nobler studies are engressed by commerce, which

ég’—"{ Janssen, 1, p. 436 3 Ibid., i, p. 438
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nowadays is so saturated with dishoneasty that it {s the last sors
of business an honorsble man ought to engage in.* .
‘\
p. 35 \
Luther complains in hie pamphlet *On Trade and Usury®, printed in
1634; -

The monopolists succeed in driving out the small merchente by '

buying up large quantities of goods, and then esuddenly raise thi
prices when they are left masters of the field. So, these mondpouctl.
have everything in their hands and do whatever they wieh, raise and
lower prices at will and oppress and ruin emall dealers, just ;é a
great pike gwallows up a lot of little fishes. They have bec‘dﬁe lords
over Qod's oreatures and free from all bonds of religion and humanity..
«+«If monopolies gre pernitted to exist, then justice and righ:t"eouo-

ness must vanisgh.
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p. 37

The Eastern trade gave the first impulse to monopoly begause of

the comparative ease in controlling the mamkxakxsfxkhe supply. But
soon daomestic goods, too, fell under the ocontrol of the companies.
The companies werse able to force down the buying price by being

iz s po-uiqn .40 purchase vaet quantities of commodities at one time.
Taking advantage of having ready money, they would buy up fields

of orops in the stalk at low prices by advanoing money to the peasants
Through their completely developed and widespread organisation, the
companies were always well-informed on the state of the market.

I Through their agente they were informed when and where there was a

' bad orop and took advantage of this information to advance prices.

T ST R T R
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p. 28

The report of the *Committee on Monopolies® appointed by the Diet
of Buremberg in 1633 accuses the companies of making a secret
agreement with the king of Portugal to give them rebates in order
to enable them to control the market and raise prices; No matter
how high the prices are which the king of Portugal asks of the
companies, it pays both them and him, for it is agreed that the king
eball sell to no other merchant except for a still higher price.
For example, he gets from 18 to 20 ducats for a owt. of pepper on
condition that he charge others 34 ducats a owt. Such methods cause
a general rise of prices of all spices. The companies do not raiese
prices on all things at one time, but one year one artiole, next
year another artiole, eto.; now it is the price of saffron that
goes up, now of clowes, then of pepper, etc. By such methods they
avoid asroueing suspicion.
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p._398-30
The existence of monpolies was not the only cause for the )

phenomenal rise of prices during the years 1500-1585. OSher

POy

causes operated as well, such as the inorease in demand dus to

the growth of prosperity, the decrease for a time in the mmplj=
from Venice owing to the war in which the latter was engaged o ‘
with the League of Cambray, and more partioularly to the imoressed’
supply of precious metals which swelled the volume of My -

I 5 U

in circulation. The yearly output of the silver and copper "
mines of Germany and Hungary increased enormously. MNoreover .a new
source of supply wae opened in America which was later to becoms
the main reliance of the 0ld World. The silver mines of Mexico
were beginning to be worked by the Spaniards and the ore shipped to
Burope.

Nevertheless there was & general belief that monopoly was

solely responsible for the prevailing high prices. This was

voiced by Luther in his trcatise, On Trade and Usury, issued in 1,1
1534. Here we read; The merchants complain of robber-nobles, :
who attack, rodb and imprison them. If these merchants suffer becn‘g
of their rightecusness they are indeed saints....yst great ovil and |
unchx:utun robbery results throughous the world be oause of the
aotivity of the merchants. It is no wonder then $hat God punisher
them; as what they gain by robbery they lose through robbery.

¢! )
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p. 38
Luther's gensral conception of business smacked of the »

His suspiofous attitude toward capital led him to regarn,( u» Wit

in the light of usury, partiocularly when he saw 1'0‘:4"7,4»&41 M
H
H
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without any visible labor at the plow or loom. "How ocan it be

possible® he exclaime, "that anyone cen through righteous

methods in a short time become richer than kings and emperorsi

Is it any wonder that the monopolists are beoonlng kings m e

besgarnl'

p. 36
The report goes on to prove that very often the companies help

out the small merchants, through oredit and loans and so enable
them to rise in businese and become rich. "How then oan one ssy ti
the rich trample down the poor when they actually save thea from
their own incompetence or misfortunes?® In answer to the charge

of corruption the report declares that there are a few bad
companies who adulterate their wares and monopolize certain artioles;
but why, because of these exceptions, should the busihwss interests
of Germany be attacked? It closes with a threat that if action is
taken against them the trading companies will leave Germany.

‘S;‘!& .

p. 38
The agitation againet monopoly, ostensibly in the interest ef the

*oommon man,® was really in thes interest of the small dealer who had
Just enough influence to make his complaint teard but not enough
to compel effective action. 8hut out from the Portuguese markes,

Su o

he was foroced to buy his wares from the very oonpanin who were
driving him out of business. '
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p. 41/43
The essential politiocal phenomenon of Germany in the fifteenth

and sixteenth centuries was a tendency towards princely centralisa-
tion, at the expense of the empire on the one hand ‘and of the lower
nobility on the other. Great princes, like the elector of Saxony,

the margrave of Brandenburg, the dukes of Ban'u'la and Wirtemburg and
the archbishop of Cologne, had risen to a height of power thaﬁ ' Co
made them practically the heads of independent states. _The develop-
ment of the absolutism of the princes, vassals of thé pl;pemr.

was along the line of least resistance, as the pr!.noel;' states were:
vital political organisms, whereas the empire was bixt a shadow.

The knights, impoverished by high prices and the fall 5@’ land values,

was sternly eu.ppreued py the archdbishop of Treves, and ¢
importance of the knights, the most romantic figures of ¢
Ages, was gone never to return.

The princes counted on the assistance of the Roman jurists
legitimatize what they had accomplished by foroce. The Ro:
lawyers freely applied the familiar dictum of Roman law,
placuit, legis habet vigorem,® in upholding theiy mtml in }
contentions. Jacob Wimpheling complaing that 'aooording to tﬁc !
abominable axioms of the jurists the princes -uat bo mryt

in the land and the people nothing. The people m bl‘ use my

to obey, to serve and to pay taxes.® Moreover the éplrlt of ‘om
law differed widely from that of the Roman. Gm&n Iat took,lnto
oonsideration the class, calling and ocondition of thd 1 ttgqhta. and
contained speoial provieions to suit each. The noun.‘ ﬁgal nyete-,

L e
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on the contrary, recognized but one master, the prince, one servant
. , / '
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the subjects; and one law for all, high or low, rich or poor.

Rs 43

The new study received hearty encouragement at ths hands of the
emperors, particularly Prederick I and II, Secansn it favored their
claims as against those of the popes with whom thay were then :
struggling; but it was not till the middle of the fifteenth

century that it was introduced into German universities. Here

it made rapid progress, doubling and tripling each year the ‘

number of its studentes and professors.

pP.45
The introduction into the town courts of this commanding code was

even more quiokly accomplished. The method generally followed

was to appoint a jurist called a Stadtsochrsidber whose function it wes |
to eit and advise with the judges. By the end of the fifteenth
oentury nearly every city in Germany had such an officer. .l\"ﬂuu
men, merely advisors at first, because of their superior ab“l}nuu
powerfully influenced the procedure of the courts in the dizeotion
of Roman principles. PFinally the Btadtcohnibor absorbed th¥
powers of the court and became the sole judge. )

30 s g
SRR X

PAT-48 .
Roman law was sppropriate to an economic system buda on a f‘v
great land-ownérs and a horde of slaves and dopcndontu. Its ideal
was that every individual was to seek his owmn udvnnt ge pretected
by the power of the state. The (Qerman law on the vond; was
tinctured with the communal ethics and emphasized $he' helrno of
the group as against that of the individual. The ho)ling of comagn
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their spirit of neighborliness. The new Juriaprudonot

S el etk

PR TV

definits and limited. It inoluded only grada’ciono_of the |

and servioces, oon*icoatlng common lands and enforcing severe #\0 ‘.
laws, received a fresh impetus through the introduction of" thi!" :

ancient ideal. The jurists were of great service to the 1p:dmtn “_j,_-
getting up legal quibhles to deepoit the peasant of his ri.th. ‘\s.

u Y
e '

p. 53/53 )

In epite of denunciation, proteets of diets, promises dy pr \t 8,
the juriets continued to find lucrative employment. Their c‘efr:'irioel
were too viduable to those in power to cause a really soriou-‘feﬁm
%o be made to oust them. Romen law continued to dévelep in Gersany
undieturbed, and by the end of the sixteenth oent'ug; the old German

law had practiocally disappeared. It had deen either disoarded or
absorbed by the foreign code. o

.
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Notwithstanding these evidences of prosperity, the condition

of the peasantry was rapidly deteriorating. At the beginning

of the sixteenth century very few indeed were independent

propeietora of the land they cultivated, with representation ;
af in the loocal diets, which in the Middle Ages was a sign of |
class independence and equality. These conditions existed only 3
in the Tyrol and Friesland. The vast majority were HSrige, a

class personally free but whose land was subjeot to dues, the
individuals being liable to services according to asgreement,

Pachtzing. This agreement might be perpdual, Erbpacht, or for

a definite period of time, Zeitpacht. Their lord might be a primce,
ocount knight, bishop, abbot or city. wWithin this olass of

H8rige there was great variation; from the type that merely paid

yearly groung rent to those who were so overloaded with dues

and services that their condition bordered on serfdom. The lowest
class of peasants were the unfree, the serfs or Leibeigene, whose
condition differed from the Hrige, not necessarily in the amount

of dues and services, but in the fact that these were unlimited R
and indefinite. The lord could demand from the Leibeigener all )
h;s labor and everything he produced, though in many places looal !

cuafoms imposed certain limitations. QOompared to the number of
Hbrike, the unfree peasants were very few and they lived mainly
in Pohgrania.

It wae the H8rige who were the backbone of all the agrarian up=
risings. This middle-class peasant, living in a semi-independent

s

T A moudeal,’ o aabidhs

‘”:-‘M;-’

community near the estate of the lord, became aware that the

increase of dues and services was transforming him into a state

e e
JOESALY WA |
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of practiocal serfdom, and the village common into a imrt ‘"Vf; the
lord‘s manor. P L
\\“{;\\ ':r‘:‘i
‘!‘ L . .\‘.

The lower aristooracy had also been profoundly arfed‘t‘au by the
political and economic changes in tl\o sixteenth centurfx‘\ The
growing importance of trade caused a shifting of Mma ‘from land
to commerce. The knight found himself growing imva\‘t shed.and
isolated. The continuous division of estates through the

sharing of inheritance by all the chﬂdren, had reduoe&s\::\he size
of his holdings. Gunpowder had deprived him of milit ihnrtanoe
and the rapid growth of the power of the great primom unde¥-
mining his independent political position. The nagniﬁéenne and
luxury of the great merchantes of the cities exoited his envy

and his emulation. The demands of his position could ba laticnod
only in one way; namely by getting more and more out of the
peasants. The latter everywhere bitterly complained d*‘ céntinual

increases in dues and services. \

wizy .

p.60 .
There was thus a well defined tedency for the free pea‘.ahn

"f ‘to fall

into a condition of helpleesness, subject to arbitrary and indefinite

demands. He was becoming merely the oocoupier of a tr sfbl;able and @&
mlll that ;

of ancief Rome, Or even a servus. It was a common oaflng that o

aliengble piece of land, in short, a kind of colonus,

the Freier was tecoming a Hiriger and the Hiriger o. Leﬁ:e\tgenor. -

Perhaps the most insidious attack upon peasant 1ndopon!’cno s the "'5-1
oo}qnon

{
-

overreaching desire on the part of the lords to nlsof(the

R \ '
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lands. Each village community had a common distriot or l){k,

called allgemeine, allmeine or almende, which consisted of f&rut.

meadow and heath. Every permanent free.inhabitant of the village

had the right to pasture his animsls there and gathbl\ wood from

the forest In the middle of the fiftesnth cantury tl'}a lords

began persistently to encroach upon the common lands b‘i setting up

regulations 1limiting their use by the mmaants, by reuvmq old

feudal rights or by simply ueing force. In 1503....... 5&‘ ‘J;

p. 61
When a dispute over the use of forest, meadow or stream bé\pnen
the pensants and their lord came before the Roman Jurut\ \\
the decision was invarisbly given in favor of the lord, ao\gom AN
law recognized the principle of private property exclusiveli\.

The idea of communal holding, so ingrained in the 1life of \
German peasantry during the Middle Ages, was entirely fol'cfuhnp
both in spirit &nd in letter, to the Roman law. P ﬁ\

R84 A\
The harder became his 1ot the more wus the peasant 1doa1\1'\od.\

He was often extolled in the popular literature of the d‘ as ‘the
honest toller, on whose labor all the other olasses depenied; as
the examplar of homely, honest, simple Christian virtu‘fn,,}dod's truest -
nobleman. The halo of "honest toil" that never faild to ehcirole
the hesd of the down-trodden was al ready his. | \

The collection of the dues and services by the lord wan oxpiottation
pure and simple, as he contributed nothing towards ﬁn' prbdtg tion,

/' \
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<13~
either as manager or capitalist. He simply took what the

peasant produced, in order to be able to fight, feast and play.

The proSection that the lord formerly gave him in return for all
this was no l3nger needed in the sixteenth century when streng .
governments had been established throughout the empirs. The §
german peasant of 1535, 1ike the French peasant of 1789, %no ;
longer looked up to his lord as his ruler and proteotor, but

viewed him as a sort of legalized robber who demanded a share Oﬂj

his precious harvest, whose officers awaited the farser at the '
crossing of the river to claim a toll, who would not let him

sell his produce when he wished, or permit him to protect his fields
from the ravages of the pigeons whioch it pleased the lord (o keep.*

270
In the cities, meanwhile, an internal struggle was going on.

Enoouraged by the success of the common man in the country, the
town proletariat begdn to rise and demand a share in the goverament.
Often there was cooperation between the peasants outside and

the lowsr classes inside the cities. In Rothenburg-on—the-Tsuber,
the populace rose under the leadership of a blind monk named Hang !
Sohmidt. The houss of the Teutonic knights were attacked and !
plundered. The ruling patriciate was custed from power and the
city government re-organized on a communistic basis. ®*There is
great divieion in the towns," wrote the Bavarian Ohancelor Eok,
“those among the Lutherans that are poor take the side of the
peasants; the non-Uatholics and the wealthy Lutherans are opposed
to the peasants.® '

PP U S . tare
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P78
In a widely circulated pamphlet entitled On Secular Authority
and How Far it Should be Obeyed, issued in 1533, Luther indulged
in severe denunciation of princes in general. %One should know*
he declares, that from the beginning of the world a clever prince

has been a rars avis, and that a pious one has been still rarer.
Princes are usually either the greatest fools or the greatest
scoundrele in the world; hence little good may be .expscted € then
particularly ::1:5::::3 .....Name a prince who is clever, pious
and godly and what a marvel of God's kindness he appears to the
people of the landl....It had come to such a pass that there are
few princes who are not oonsidered fools or knaves....We may not,
we will not, we cannot any longer tolerate their tyranny and
wickedness....It is no longer to be borne, as formerly, when they
drove the people about like wild beasts. Princes]! OQease your wick ods
nou; consider what is right and allow God's Word to have ite way fo¥
it wﬂ.l have it despite yourselves.....A prince should not say So !
ul\t *the land and its people are mine, therefore will I do )
\'\w&% x\unh with them.® He should say *I will do what is right and |
- \%nl. .+«.¥hen a prince is a fool or a knave tha_'qhou oountry ’

ung atiro. "If these princes,* he exclaimed, "had a oity or

1

'\gantle taken away from them by the emperor how g ickly they
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' d rise in revolt! Yet they consider it perfectly proper te
s the poor and put down rebellions and then say thlt u is by
.' and of the emperor. Formerly such men were oanod rogues,
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What had inspired this attack was evidently a hostile attitude
on the part of some of the princes toward Luther's preaching.

2. 78 .
Melanchthon, the bosom friedd of Luther, in a latter to the

Elector Palatine Ludwig, expresses the attitude of the m#got;h!

reformers toward government even more forcibly:;
For the sake of peace a Ohristian should be law-adbiding,
whatever the law may be; indeed, discontent hurts the soul's
welfare. 1f serfdom exists, it should be left alone for |
the sake of peace. The Gospel does not require a change in
the serf's condition, but it does require odbedience to the
government....Whatever good is done to the government is

done to God, and he who cheerfully bears burdens and taxes most
truly serves God.

He goes on to say that to rebel againat princes is to redsl
agaknst God; and even if a prince is a tyrant it is wrong to revols
against him as God does not desire revolution. A Christian should

bear injustice patiently.

P 80 ' |
. SQhanging or bettering conditions,* he declared, “are as far apart as -

Heaven and Earth. A change is easy enmowgh to bring about, but '

to refora is dubious and dangerous, as it is not in our pont m

in God*s to cause improvesent.® He had a hearty contempt for the

mass of people whom he called Herr Omnes. Nothing was as repugnang

to him as the idea that the lower classes should bhave something

to say in the direction of human affairs. %God would prefer,*

he declared in a sermon of 1538 "to suffer the government 10 P

exist no matter how ex 1 rather than allow the rabble '
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to riot no matter how justified they are in doing so..... When
Herr Omnes seiges the sword under the impression that he is.
doing right, then evil begins. A prince should remain a prince
no matter how tyrannical he may be. He beheads necessarily only
a few, sinoce he must have subjects in order to be a ruler.®
Yet to the common man of Germany Luther at first appeared as &
champion against oppression. His attack upon the churochmen, who ;
were regarded as exploiters by the masses, was hailed with anthuuui
everywhere. The pessants, particularly, seemed to see in theé
bold monk the very man who voiced their wrongs. Hence it was
to him that they ceme for advice and sympathy. The sent him a
copy of *"The Twelve Artiocles" and asked his opinion of their
demands. In reply, Luther issued a long statement in which he
disougssed not only "The Twelve Articles® but government and
reforam in general. This pamphlet, called An Exhortation to Peace,
was printed in April, 1535. He begins with a warning to the
princes to cease their tyranny and stop persecuting the Gospel;
else they muet face God's retribution, now visible in the
rioting of the peasants, at present only a spark, but whioh
might yet ignite all Germany. He then addresses himself to the
peasants and declares that he oonsiders some of their artiocles just
and reagonadble; but, quoting the Bible, "For they that take the
swoTd shell pereih by the sword,” Luther asserts emphatiocally;
Ko one should willfully resist authority, as 8t. Paul says -
*Let every soul be eudbjeoct unto the higher powers with fear and
ave."....You say that ths government is wicked and unbearable and
destroys us body and soul. My answer is that even if princes %
are wicked and unjust it does not excuse rebellion....The

fmaoth oavowe
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natural universal law is that no man should be lis own judge....
hengoe rebellion is not only against the mlpol but also againlt
natural law and justice....Can you not see that 1r your 1\eag

were to prevail, every man would become the judge of his fellow?
This would result in anarchy, injustice and b_loods'hbﬂ.' If this sors
of thing is not to be tolerated from one person, }t ooﬁainly
cannot be from many, which is rioet; hence both mdjllv(iddal and

mob violence is wrong. The heathen and rui'ka obey tiu.e divine

and natural law, and if you disobey it you are worse than they,
though you call yourselves Christians. What would Christ say to
your calling yourselves a Christian assembly (whiah you are

far Bromfar from being) and disobeying His commands?. ."‘._Be obedies
not only to good rulers but to wiocked ones. For wcal’ok{or we,
‘'you must bear your lot in patience, for God is just and wiil not

let you suffer long. Take care that you do not jump from the
frying pan into the fire; that in trying to get bodily freedoas

you do not lose forever your lives, property and souls. M"i
anger is aroused. 8o Beware! ...You are proud of the name .
Ohrietian, then listen to what Ohrist says = 'Rnitt not evil.*

How do your ideas agree with this saying? ...neno\ineo then ths nam
Chri stian and oall yourselves by mother, or Oln Bhritt hispel?
will tear it from you...God said (Psalm 49) 'oan upon me in thy
need and I rid of misofrtune and evil; mamely, to suffer in
patience and call upon God for help. Because you do w't de this
and depend upon your own strength, thence ocomes 1t that God does

i .
tr s \ }
i . LN

not hﬂlp you. pr
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p.84-88

In May, 1635, he issued a pamphlet called "Against the Thieving
and Murderous Bands of Peasants, which, for violence and .
brutality, is unmatohed even in Lutheris writings. This may »
partly explained by his jealousy of Carlstadt ani Minser, whom

he hated as rivals and opponents, and who were now the recognisel
leaders of the common people. Luther had come to regard himeelf
as a prophet of God whoae advice was the command of the Almighty
Bimself. And who is so apt to become enraged as a prophet

flouted? He begins by saying that in hig answer to the Twelve
Articles he had been mild towards the peasants, who were ungrate-
ful enough to refuse his teachings and to begin robbing and
rioting like mad dogs. Their professed belief in the Gospel

is only a pretext for bloodshed. It then becomes his duty to write
differently concerning such miserable wretches and lay their sins
before them. The peasants have burdensd themselves with thres
kinds of awful sins against both God and man, for which they
deserve death of body and soul. Pirst, they had sworn to be leyal
and obedient to their most gracious rulers, according to God‘s
commandas. As they have deliberately brokem their allegiancs,
therefore have they forfeited their bodiss and souls like perjured,
sooundrelly wretches....8ooner or later they will incur the

anger of God, who desires that we should be loyal and datiful.
Secondly, they rod and destroy monasteries .und castles for which,
like other highwaymen and murderers, they deserve the twe-fold
death of body and soul. He who slays a rioter, condemned alike

by the laws of God and the emperor, does what is right. Anybody r
may be both judge and exeoutioner of a rioter, just as be who firet

i
1
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puts out a fire is considered the best man. Rebellion io.nnt
merely wicked murder but a sort of general conflagration, which
devastates the land, brings blood-shed and orentes widows and
orphans. Therefore, whoever can, should amite, strangle orx stad,

secretly or pudblioly.

p: 88
Luther's rejection of social reform was in harmony with the
fundamental Christian idea, Protestant as well as Catholic, that’
lan;s salvation is independent of his environment. It is not the
business of a Olristian to better the condition of the worlad

or himself. @od's kingdom upon earth does not mean comfort and
equality but the reign of personal righteousness. In fact,
@lsadvantageous social conditions are not conoeived of in Christian
philosophy as a bar but as a spur to a nobler life. It seems
perfectly natural and reasonable that Luther should have eyed

with suspicion anyechems of soclal reform that was assoointéd g

with his movement.
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