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Venerable Nagasena, men and women In this world see dreaas

pleasant and evil, things they have seen before and things they

have not, dreams peaoeful and terrible, dreams of matters near

to them and distant from them, full of many shops and innumerabe

colors. What is this that men call a dream, and who Is It who

dreams it?"

"It Is a suggestion, 0 king, coming across the path of the

mind which is what is called a dream. And there are six kinds

of people who see dreams - the man who is of a windy humor, or

of a bilious one, or of a phlegmatic one, the man who dreams

dreams by the influence of a god, the man who does so by the

influence of his own habits, and the man who does so in the

way of prognostication. And of those, 0 king, only the last

kind of dreams is true; all the reBt are false.*

"Venerable Nagasena, when a aman dreams a dream that is

prognostication, how is it? Does his own mind set out itself

to seek the omen, or does the prognostication come of its own

accord into the path of his mind, or does someone else come to

tell him of it?" t

"His own mind does not itself seek the omen, neither does

any one else oome to tell him of it. The prognostication comes

of itB own accord into his mind. It is like the case of a

looking glass, which does not go anywhere to seek for the re

flection; neither does anyone else come and put the reflection

on the looking glass. But the object reflected comes from

 

 Pr
o

pr
ie

ty
 o

f 
th

e 
Er

ic
h 

Fr
o

m
m

 D
o

cu
m

en
t 

C
en

te
r.

 F
o

r 
pe

rs
o

na
l u

se
 o

nl
y.

 C
ita

tio
n 

o
r 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
n 

o
f 

m
at

er
ia

l p
ro

hi
bi

te
d 

w
ith

o
ut

 e
xp

re
ss

 w
ri

tt
en

 p
er

m
iss

io
n 

o
f 

th
e 

co
py

ri
gh

t 
ho

ld
er

. 
 Ei

ge
nt

um
 d

es
 E

ri
ch

 F
ro

m
m

 D
o

ku
m

en
ta

tio
ns

ze
nt

ru
m

s.
 N

ut
zu

ng
 n

ur
 f

ür
 p

er
sö

nl
ic

he
 Z

w
ec

ke
. 

V
er

ö
ff

en
tli

ch
un

ge
n 

– 
au

ch
 v

o
n 

T
ei

le
n 

– 
be

dü
rf

en
 d

er
 s

ch
ri

ft
lic

he
n 

Er
la

ub
ni

s 
de

s 
R

ec
ht

ei
nh

ab
er

s.
 

 



» >

*»o**

somehwere or other across the sphere over which the reflecting

power of the looking glass extends."

"Venerable Nagasena, does the same mind which sees the

dream also know; 'Such and such a result, auspicious or terriBe

will follow?'"

"No, that is not so, 0 king. After the omen has occurred,

he tells others and then they explain the meaning of it."

"Venerable Nagasena, when a man dreams a dream, is he

awake or asleep^"

"Neither tne one, 0 king, nor yet the other. But when

his sleep has become lignt, and he is not yet fully conscious,

in that interval it is that dreams are dreamt. When a man is

in deep sleep, 0 king, his mind has returned home (has entered

again into the Bhavanga), and a mind thus shut in does not aot,

and a mind mndered in the actions knows not the evil and the

good, and he who knows not has no dreams. It is when the mind

is active that dreams are dreamt."
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