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Moral Indignation and Middle QOlass Psyc EY

Svend Ranulf

Introduction
p. 3

Foremost anoﬁé these are Max Weber and the considerable number

of inquirers whp have contributed to the discussion of the problems
reised in his famous essay Die protestantische Ethik und der Gelst
des Kapitalismus. From this literature the conclusion may be
elicited that the mxsxs disinterested tendency to inflioct punighment
has always been sspecially strong in that socisl class which may

be loosely described as the "small bourgeoisie" or the "lower middle
class". This result is confirmed by a study of certain works of
literary history, notably a book by the Danish scholar Valdemar
Vedel and another by the American writer V. F. Calverton, and is
further confirmed by even a perfunctory glanée at the Nazi Movement
in Germany. Furthermore, it seems possible to ascertain on the
basis of existing liternture thot a disinterested tendency to infliot
punishment practically does not exist in communities where the
lower middle class is of little s;gnificanca. The literature just
quoted shows that the tendency in question tends to disappear in
the middle class, as soon as it has acquired a certain standard of

wealth and prestige.

p. 8

Positive Instances. 1. The Nagis

It seems to be generally admitted that Rational Sooialism in Qermany
1s essentially a movement of the lower middle olass. This is the

Excerpt of Ranulf, S., 1964: Moral Indignation and Middle Class Psychology, New York (Schocken Books) 1964.
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result at : nicu Professor Geiger arrives by a computation of- the .
' 1
election r=turns from 1980 and 1932. Professor Schumun-says:“The

1
‘Th. Geiger, Die sozizle Schicutung des deutschen Volkes, Stuttgart

1932, p»r. 111 seq.

maladjustaents of otner classes vere likewise important; the resentmerd
of picus, thrifty, ¢n¢ debt-ridden peasants at urbvan creditors ~bankef;
a2theists, #¢nd liverzls; tar cisillusionment of proletarlvns rith | )
Marxist lei:d=1rs ™hoge oromiscs of revolution, sociulization,-and

selvation crue to noting; te disgust of bankrupt Junkers of the statv
i

in waich aristocrrts ¢nd goldi~rs vere #t the mercy of democratic - %
' E

P

politicians- the fe-lings 0f socicl &nd economic insecurity among the é
uooer bourgroisie. Eut Jundirnientally the disorder wos & dise-se of §

the Kleinbﬁrgnrtﬁg; Tae grous suvfigred Trom acute parcnoia- vith -
all ite tf)lcﬂl d=lusions of »Jersecution &nd systamat1c hallucinat1on?ﬁ
of grqnaeur In Hitler it Jound % last ¢n articulate voice. In 1
the Weltanschauung of tae HSDAP'it_found solace for all its woes,
forgiveness for all its sine, justification for all its hatreds,

scagegogts for all its misfortunns, and a millennial viaion fbr all 18

hopes." The predicanents of the small bourgeoisie are further

b

Sc¢human, The Nazi Dictatorship pp. 108 seq. (reprinted by permissio

of and special arrongement with Alfred A. KnOpf Inc. authorized publ

described by Professor Laswell as follows; "Insofar as Hitlerism s

a desaeration reaction of the lower .:iddle classes it continues a.

Excerpt of Ranulf, S., 1964: Moral Indignation and Middle Class Psychology, New York (Schocken Books) 1964.
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fmovement vaich Copsn ocuring tae closing'years of the nineteenth

iccntury. Materially soeoking, it is not necessury to rssume that - -
the small snookeejers, teucaers, prescnere, lawyers, doctors, farmeré

and craftsmen were vorse off ot tae end than they had been in the
middle of the century. Psyciologically spenking, however, the

lower middle class was incressgingly oversghadowed by the workers and

e SIS i Sdndassde.

the upper bourygeoisie, vhose unions, cortels and parties took the

centre of the strpye. The jeycholopical immoverishment of the lover

i = Y - . i

imiddle class .reciniteted criotionzl insecurities within the overson=-
2lities 07 its wmembers, t'us fertilising the ground for the various
]

movements of mrus orotest tarouygh waiclhi the middle classes might

J 1 -
revenge tuemselves.® . : -

1
Harold D. Lasswell, Tae pPsycaology of Hitlerism, ing; The Political

Quarterly, vol, IV, 1333, pl 374.

p. 17

«..its leaders addrrssed their teaching, not of course exclusively,-?

but none tae less primarily, to the classes engaged in trade and

)

¢ﬁ industry, who foruwed the most modern and progressive eleuents in thai

u&wu»«1; life of the age." What was true of Calvinism in the sixteenth

Tawney, Religion o». 104

century was true of Puritanism in the seventeenth, which religion

was then embraced by some of the gentry, by the yeomen, but above

@ cvnr.ancra
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21l oy "the trading clesszs of tiae towns, and of those rural - K

districts v.aich ned veen partielly industrialized by the decentra-
1

EEPARE)

lization of tine textile and iron industries.® Kraus also 3
T A
Op. cit. ». 802 q
4
describes English Puritenism as a movement of the lower middle TR
& . Y
class. HRobertson speaks of"tie less noticeable comuwercial capacity *
Krzus, Scholnstik Ho. 1u8 ceqo.
and zerl of the {-t.i0lic ziuorities in Protestant countries as come
pered with the businesgs skill #nd industry of the Huguenots in
3
Frence or the “uritsn wminorities in mn; land." Sombart too adduces
&
Robertson, Wconowic Individuslism p, 168 :
4
i

. : } : 3
some evidence to tiae ~ff-ct tixt tie le:Gaears of indutry and trude

in France were in tne sixteentbh and seventeenth centuries for the
4

most part Huguenots. According to Calverton,.fhe;early Puritan

4
Sombart, Der Bourgeois pp. 3786 seqq.

immigrants to America belonged to the "lower middle class with its 3
5 - : '

Illard traditions.®

5
Calverton, American Literature p. 44 n. 3 (guoted by permission of

Chrrles Scriverhs Song, publishers).

" i .
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5. Tae Protestints - Unper kiddle class.

p. 30 . B

Professor Kr-us ::lso is eleicit in lrying down that the Puritan: ;

" W}’ view of life vas linited to tae lorer iniddle class, and abandoned ,
J byby the members of tiis class as soon as they became sufficiently %
é%m&(kdﬂi rich, He intimitrs thet the resl 1nqt1gttors of the Puritan %

1 ' .
Kraus, Scholestik py. 187 seq. -0, 304 . '

uoJer
| Revoluticn in En, lind vere :.on of tae widdle class rho did not cure

mucn for reli: ion tarmselves, but used it 2s.n means to gein the

suosnort of the :osulrce -¢ inst the Hwmene, but rather ungodly royal
]

wovernment.,

P
0y. cit. »p. 187 seq. 190, cf, C lverton, Auwerican Literature pp.

42 seqqg.

.
3
k2

Upoer nmiddle~class.

De O3

-

Ori-inally, the South wus colonized by petty bourgeois people of

the szme kind us those who settled in New ®mngland. Accordingly

3 4
- Colverton, American Litercture p. 31 (quoted by permission of Charlm
Scribner's Sons, Jublishers).

the Jrevailing tioral attitude was very much alike in the two parts
4

of the country. Yet it was iore aiff1cu1t to enforce Puritan mo%al

40) cit.nr.92 seq.
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B
in the Soutn taenm in tne North, ond one reason for this was

that tae )lonters, ©s they pTrew rich and acquired social- prestige,

3
IR
. ]

al
A

did not »rnt to s~e 2ny :scetic rvles of conduct enforced

amongst them. The plantation iaeology "gﬁve Southern morality the

leniency nnd latitutde of a feudal soceity, institutionslizing by
srectice if not by precept its system of Negro concubinzge as a }ﬁ@
substitute for tne waite concuvbinage which had prevailed in Europeaﬂﬁ

4
gocial orders.! Sundey wes in the Soutn nots sanctimonious de

3
kl

o

as in tne Nortnh. The Toiscopsrl Caurch recomiended itself to the

0>. cit. p.-98

planters by cultivating virtue witaout too strdongly denouncing

vice, #nd becirus~ it ris sore willing to concone then to condenmn.

al

Op. cit. 5. 114

7
Music and the thestre vere encouraged in the South. At the time

7
Cr. cit. pp. 115,116.

of the Revolutionary ®sr it wes not unfashionasble to be a freethink
: 8
as ary ve sasn from the exrnmile of Thomes Jefferson. There were

é’— - ~
Op.cit. po. 99 seq.

~ cyar.vra
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hovever, sections of tae South w.uere Jetty bourgeois psychology ;
continued to be domincnt, taus esdeciiclly Jlorth Caroling, a state !
< !

J 4

tart never c:inme under the wegonony of the plenting sristocracy. Y
)
On. cit. no. 101l seqg. K

1

The Civil ar brougnt about the ruin of the avistocracy, and the ;
vetty bourgeoisie bec:me once more the ruling class of the South. '%
4

H

Tae culturcl result of tais rulelggy oe geuged, wmong other things, by
tne fiwous rnti-evolution cillis. o

10
Op. cit, ». 108

Toper middle¢ cluss.

p. 34

In the North the econo.ic develowment i ve rige to an udnver bouré80181%
to vhoa geventeenth—crontury Purit. nism vos distasteful. And, conse~ fé
guently, aver since the eigateentn century the conflict between the ?é
ideology of the wjrer :nd the lover bourgroisie has continued "to :é
orovide tfn dominrnt dividing line of attitude vhich has colored our 5%

history." "As the we:lth of the uyper bourgeoisie grew, its interesﬁ@
. . B

1
Op. cit: p. 164

4 . . .
in morality waned." Its revolt agrinst Puritsnism proceeded by

opo Cit e e 4‘00

@ cwar..ire
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degrees. The First sten wee to put respectability in the plece

0 N

of virtue. Already in the eighteenth century Jonathen Edwards was -
discharged from hais church by the parishioners because he insisted ¢
examining "the wickedness and vice of individusl members of. his

perish, exvosing their sin in open display before his congregation.ﬁ

-1

3
Op. cit. pp. 173 seq.

The Tesult was the emer.encr of @ nevw type of clergymen who were
4

vithout the ferocity of ta~ s~rvrmnteenth-century theocrsts. As the

members of the Arerican ulper bourg~oisle ceased to be savage in
their reprobation of sin, the charscter of their God cnenged accord-

ingly. "The Jehovah-like d:ity of the Puritans, warlike in mien

and merciless in judiment, was sup.lanted by a gentlemanly and
o
compromising Cre:ztor." T.ie uouer bouryoisie took to luxury in

5
Op. cit. ». 84

apoarel, to the building of palatial mmansions, to feasts and
€ 7

nageants, and to dancing. It became interested in art.

e
Op. cit. 155

7
Op. cit. p. 210

el
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) > ™ -9 : ;
g o

It o~n to petronire ta- t. -~ tre. "Tae right to enjoymwent vea :

&

¥

& ;

i jile
s
VM“ﬁ

5

e ————— e — -

Op. cit. p. 119

openly defended, «nd the rigut of tae religionists to prevent the A
enjoywment of others waos vigorously denied.” 5
A
g K
0>. cit. w. 156 E
E. The Toeory of ©os ntuent, !
P. 41 -48
Trring to ex )l -in .2 ori;in of tie bourgrois virtues, Professor -

Sombart incidentully -~lso sug-sts «n exolenation of the dieinternstei
tendency to inflict Dunieiment. is starting-point is the fact that |
the sm-1l shopken~ner ".ust ce tLurifty ond <ober and industrious and-?g
chaste 'nd so uvn, if .e did not ruant %o jeo.rdize his whole existencé
Taese virtues mxve besn cclled Coiristian virtues, and so they were. |

And to practise thew without compulgion from the outside world wes

certainly a coumendsdle piece of self«-control. But it must not be

forpyotten tnat tnese virtues vere forced upon the shopxeever and the
%ooll~n we:ver as oJarts of ais life: ne must arrive at the conclusiofi
that the contruacture fo debts ana the vagting of his time in amuse- Eg
ments :nd love pfairs will reduce hinm to beggary. .SOAwe Observe ‘3

everywhere tast in the course of time necessity turns the craftsmen

<

into good 'bourgeois! . " But "tiae concurrence of other factors is

S
Sonbert, Der Pourgeois y. 438

o “yesogra
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necegs: Ty, in oranr thet seoolse who could ~fford to lead a free

¢nd unhrmpered 1ife siduld s=ze tiaeir hignest ideal in industry send )
1
frugelity. One of these forces.....is resentment. "ken who were

.

I o
oP. cit. 2o, 438 seq. ' y

%

bourgeois by occuupstion, but urobably in most cases declasse noble=!

men who looked uypon the cristocrate and their doings with jealous ?%
eyes, auve Gaclered taet ticse coings were viclous, and preached ”
abstention frow : 1l aristocritic woys of life (which in taeir
hecrts they lovea cna long~u for, but frowm vhich for outward amdx

or BREXXXE inwurd reusons toey were excluded). The fundomental trad

in tne fumwily books of Alverti is regentment.... The savage abuse

in vaich Alterti inoulges us soon s he comes to speuk of the
'signori',....shows tiaat resent.ient is Derhaps the strongest of the

forces wiich induced im to ¢uost ais petty bourgois view of

life," "At #11 tiues tuis izs reanined the strongest support for i

20p. cit. D). 439 seg.,

s et T

bourgeois morality.' A virtuous 'bourgeoist proclaiue even today

- . 2 2 N ’ ‘;
this sentence in rlaich he finds nis best consolation; 'Tae gropes af
ﬁ

sour'. And vien snywaere -ad ¢t any time the guilds - in vhich

the bourgeois virtues were ~orced into being by dire necessity,

but which vere ~lso fain to 'm:ke a virtue of necessity' - acquired’

orestige and influence t.en it could not be but that their standard:

of viulues was acknowledged by ~11 as praisevorthy. Their spirit

Excerpt of Ranulf, S., 1964: Moral Indignation and Middle Class Psychology, New York (Schocken Books) 1964.
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yronounced in Florence, v ica tarrefore vos lecvened vith bourgeois
3 )
ggycanlo v rlready in the Tifteenth contury.”

3 .
Op. cit. ». 440, ;

Mow tais ex»Olenation ie not sltogether clear, and it ie

even a little inconsistent, It is intelligible tnat people vho ure -

forced to & Jeinful seli-control suould Tewsrd this self-control as
# virtus, »nd uecire $0 in.ose siuiler restrroint on others. But
it is less intelli ivice aov so0ule vuo :Te not comoelled by

<

circumst:ness to ur-ctise a0 tourgeois virtues could be induced to
20 80 vy resentuent., Yet Fomdurt ssys that they are, and then,
&8 en exrudle, ae san ks of cdeclesse noblemen who ~re excluded from
the 1lif~ led by tihcir Yormer jears. Obviously such men rre in

exagctly the sime crse #5 the orcinery bourgeois; moral restreints

.are imposed uoon them by oractici-l necessity. Sombart does not adducd

# single clerr instnce of t.e Purit.n virtues being prectised by

any one voluntarily, «~1ltiousa e @ ffirms th:t it happens rather i
4

frequently, and empansizes now very remsrkable this is. Until the
' 4

Op. cit. p. 139 o
contrary has been proved it will be better to assume that the - -%

bourgeois virtues brve teen or -ctised in the main.only by those upon‘%

vhom they were forced either by the materisl conditione of their o

lives or by the morsl rigorists mong whom they were living, and that:
Tesentment aguinst all vho vere more fortunate has been the regular
outcome of this forced self-control. The disinterested tendency té'

, ;
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~18-
inflict punishment wey e icrontified with this resentnment.
The »robability of this hyocothesis *ill be ennanced: if it-
ci-n te shown that lower widule class people have generally Ielt taeir
lives to ke unsntisfuctory, or even miser-ble. Somne Qbser#ations to :

this effect heve indeed been wmrde by Vedel, with regsrd to the litddle -

Ages, »nd by Groetnuysan, vith regzrd to erighteenth-century France.-

Har iR TS e e o

A forced sup.ressivn of instinctive urges aas been described ;3
by Professor Vedel -s an imsort: nt cnsraétoristic of the medieval
ginsll bourbeoisie; ilien Ll nocowe secentary....Tais chhnge in their
existence m:ds t.ew oa tue -.ole uglier wad in ourt weoker...The
tiilor grovs swort-leggeu ine ilat-bre:sted, the weaver sna tne glass—
grinaer vesk-chastec, tae rose-w ker turns ais toes in. The quiet
indoor lif~ sffects tae lun,s :nd the regpiration, modifies - the
circulstion &nd the comiosition of th~ blood, and thus fransforms the
vhole emution:l ¢na ssiritu-l 1if-. len bocome less rude and vild,
but nlso less wcotive and resolutce, more uelencholy and stule, more ;
reflective &nd circumspect....Life Hroce~ds .0Te rnonotonously

zn¢ quietly thon it ever 2cvlu in + .0 0en lind....Life suadenly

loses its rxcitement ina its wiritey, its surprises and its dengers; .é
the horizon ie closed by : grny s~rics of week-days. A4 certain ¥
¢ull indifference ond indolence may be the result of this change; “

43
men become orderly and regular, and slaves of their habits ('philistinéﬁ

the emotions lose tueir semi-s: viye excitubility and instaﬁility and
become constrnt and enduring." Romuntic love has no place in this

petty bourgeois existence where werringes are arraﬂéed on the.basis

of strictly rationsl consigerctions, without any regard for personal
visnes or for emotibnul fooleries.o

1Ved~l, By oy Borger wvo. 70 seqq.

-

@ Swar.agrra

Op. cit. »o. 96 seq., 106 seq. *
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Ané the medieval burghers never escaped from a humiliating sense

~

J
of being plebeians.

3 .
Op. cit. pp. 215, 222.

According to Irofessor Groethuysen, the ultimate psychological
fact behind the Jansenist belief in original sin and in predestination13
was a feeling of ﬁisery. Groethuysen insists repeatedly on this _L_é
feeling, The Jansenist God is terrible, but the fact that "their ’§
experience of God is rootsd ultimately in the tragic character of v

4 -
life itself gives him his power and profundity." "We cannot under-

4 . .
Groethuysen, Blrgerliche Weltanschauung I, p. 180.

stand why we have been consigned to misery and death. We must have j
incurred a guilty otherwise life would not be intelligible. Our
misery is a punishment; we have deszrved our fat€sseesss We have

1
the misery in cormonj so we must also‘ﬁave the guilt in common,"

1 .
Op. cit. I’ P 1990

The Jansenist experience of life is tragic without mitigation,
Therefore, unlike 3t. Augustine, they emphasize ,the prospect of

demnation more than the prospect of salvation, when they meditate
' : P/ .
on tne secrets of predestination,

T & =
Op. cite I, ps 312, If this is a true explanation of what the doctrzg
of predestination has meant to men in modern times, there is reason }p
. hd . ?

suppose that the psychological background for this doctrine has beeq

(3

)
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. 2 S ;

different in the age of St. Augustine. Cf. Op. cit. I, pp. 311, seq.

B O

Such is the view usually expressed by Groethuysen. Yet on one occasion;

L

he intimates rather inconsistently that the belief in predestination

and the fear of damnation may be the cause of the tragic temper which .'!
. 3 .
is peculiar to the Jansenists, Cf course this is immginable, but

”
AR e

what, then, could have caused them to embrace such a torturing belief? |
3 &
Op. cite IT, p. 49. '

It would appear that, in the opinion of Groethuysen, the psychoe
logical satisfaction derived by the Jansenists from the belief in pre=-
destination consists in a musocnistic contemplation'of the possibility
that they themselves may be daimed, rather than in a sadistic con-
templation of tre possibility that others may ‘be damned. lowever,
it was mentiored cbove thaot sadism and'masoqhism seem to be inter-

chongechle as methods of relief for an economicelly and psycholod cally

. 4 , ) .
thwarted micdle class. Co resentment, disguised as moral indigna=~ -

tion, and a masochistic belief in ypredestination may well have. been

rooted in the some fundamental feeling of misery,

If this explanation is correct, it seems natural that neither
moral rigorism nor predestination should arouse mnuch enthusiasm in
the upper bourgeoisie, as in feact they did not. TFor the upper
bourgeoisie had no cerce of being miserable. Groethuysen says: "From 'Q

nor on that tragic background of life is lacking, which alone affords .

en adequate explanstion of the grect love.yearning of the Ja: senistis.’

.
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-»
G
b

. cit. I, pe. 187

SR T U ER- U

The very conditions of life vhich hed géven rise to the- ::
experience of original sin are now disappear'ing."b "The'assumptid,
of humcn puilt is not any rore recessary to justify God. God is
justified in his vork: mon is not miserable.. So he is not bad

7
either." "What reed kag mon for the art of being unhappy, dncet

6
OI:‘. Cit. I, P. 200

7
Cr. cit. I, p. <27

: 3
it now depends only on himself to be hapry? 0Gin, grace, redemption

are interpretations of an expsrience which is now unknown to man,

enswers to a question vblch is not asked any more, since the man ;?
vho asked this question hes DLren replaced by a new human type whes ¢*§

1 -
attitude tovarde life is funcduwentally different." -4

1
Op. cit. I, p. 230

Thus the facts seem to agree very well with the theory ;-
subgested by Sombart that the disi nterested tenuency to inflict
punishment is identical vith the resentment created in the lower
middle class by its unsatisfactory conditions of life. The correds
t¥m ness of such a view is, howevér, cont%este&_ﬁy Max Weber who
argues against it as follows: "The kkx theodicy of suffering migh%?
taintedlﬁ" resentment. Rut the need of a compensatidn for the g”

chortcomings of fate in this world did not always, and did not éve_m

Excerpt of Ranulf, S., 1964: Moral Indignation and Middle Class Psychology, New York (Schocken Books) 1964.
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generally assume the colour of resentment as a dominating character.

4

A A
are spared for hell, and that the sins vhich even the pious occasion=

The belief that the wicked are lucky in this world because they

21ly commit are to be expiated here because there is an eternal bllss_f
4

i

reserved fo them, must certainly have appealed strongly to the ded.re

for revenge. Put it is easy to ascertain that even this view, which

MY

B

actually did exist, was by no means always determined by resentment, -

i R .'

and that above all it was by no means held exclusively by.the lower
socizl classes. Y= shrll see trat there have been only few examples é
of a religion vhich was, in its essential characters, determined by
resentment, and only one examyle viiere this was the case with all

its characters, It is, however, true that resentment always might

2 .
Yearest to this description comes, among the religioms studied by

Webet, that stage of the Jewish religion which is represented by the

psalms of the 0ld Testament (cf. Religionssoz ologie III, p. 421).

»é
However, 28 Teber's studies vere interrupted by his death before they i
mere finished, it may be that the example he had in mimd is not to
be found at all in those parts of his contemplated researches which

have been éccomplished and publiged.

be and often has been of imﬁortance, as an element among othefs, in
those religiouély motivated rationalizations of human life which have
prevailed in the less privileged social calsses. But this has,

according to the nature of the various religiéns, been the case to
' 3

s highly various, and often only to a negligible degree.

omma

k)
Weber, Religionssozi ologie I, p. 247.

™ R

z >
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Those assertions are to be met with the question: how
is Weber able to determine the role of resentment in a given rellgion?
He refers "above 2ll" to the alleged fact that belief in the punishe i
ment of the wicked is not limited to the lower classes, and he even g
contends that the fortunate, for the sake of justifying their happineai
are particularly given to a resentment which causes them to regard all

1
misfortune as a just punishment for sin. But he fails to support

1
Orc. cit. I, rr. 241 seq.

this view by any kind of evidence, while we, in the present work, are
collecting evidence to show that the desire to see anybody punished is -
generally much more intensive in the lower than in the higher clasbes,

and that it is especizlly intensive in the lower middle class. Apart:ﬁ

from this Weber might maintain that he has determined the role of re--l

sentment in human societies by a comprehensive study of religious, }gal

IO AT TR

and other literary documents. ‘e shall, however, have occad on to
show that his collected essays on the sociology of religion caontain ;@
nothing that may be said to bear out the general view he has announcedi

in the passage just quoted.

The regular co=existence of a petty bourgeois environment

the cause of the tendency mentioned. But it might also serve to

bourgeois'environmenf into exstence, if such a théory could be

plausibly imagined. liax Weber indeed finds that Protestant ethics are

marvellously well adapted to foster the needs of capitalism., Protes

Excerpt of Ranulf, S., 1964: Moral Indignation and Middle Class Psychology, New York (Schocken Books) 1964.



FROMM-Online

e

2

Propr[ety of the_ Erich Fromm Document Center. For personal use only. Citation or publication of
material prohibited without express written permission of the copyright holder.

.. Eigg_n,tw:}{desErim.Fromm Dokumentationszentrums. Nutzung nur fir persdnliche Zweeke. - T
Veroffentlichungen — auch von Teilen — bedurfen der schriftlichen Erlaubnis des Rechteinhabers. )

-18-

ethics ﬁrohibit men from taking a serious interest in anything
5 :
else but economic scquisition, and they almost necessitate the

Op. cit. I, p. 36.

3
‘accumulation of capital by their ascetic compulsion to save.

3 .

Before this moral attitude neould be 'selected', i. e. be vitorious
in the competition vith otheres, it must obviously somehow have come

into existence, and not merely in some isolated individual, but
4 .

as a view of life that is shared by a vwhole group of men, "

I
Op. cit. I, p. 37.

S0, if the creation of a petty bourgeoisie is a necessary stage

in the development -of capitalism, end if this development is

dependent on the existence of an "innerworldly asceticism", it mighty
actually be urged that this moral attitude is the cause of which

the petty brougeoisie is the effect. We need not ‘here dlscuss the
correctness of this assumption which is at any rate not incompatibli
with the view that an "innerworldly asceticism" is also the mroduct !
of a petty brougeois env1ronment. To urge that there must te an
egg before there can be a hen is not to disprove that, accordin; t
the laws of nature, all eggs are laid by hens,

Excerpt of Ranulf, S., 1964: Moral Indignation and Middle Class Psychology, New York (Schocken Books) 1964.
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The Frotestants
F. Flausible Guesses.

2
“
a
ki
. |
.t

pPe. 48

e o PR 4 S s

The same suthor further says: "It is true that a great economic
expansion coincidéd with a widespread adoption of Calvinism in the

Soutrern Netherlands in the sixteenth century. It is true, nmore-

e R el

over, that Calvinism spread more widely amongst the merchants and

entrepreneurs of the ports and industrial districts than amongst

o meatalnTRe

the farmers of Luxemburg or the small independent workmen of the
1

( district of Litge." As to the explanation of these facts, Robertson

1
Op. cit. p. 173

suggests: "It was only to be expected that well-to-do merchants of
211 creeds should have been readier to discuss and to accept rew
opinions than the mo:e stolid and more isolated peasantry....As

the merchants were strongly opposed- to the policy of interference

of His Lost Catholic ajesty of Spein and to the introduction of the *
inquisition tﬁey had a natural tendencs to favow the religion which f
joined thenm in oppbsing ity and as it was impossible, for commercial 3
reasons, to employ the Inguisition in the businesé centres with B
the ssme ruthless success in extirpating heresy as elsewhere, there

2
was every reason vhy Calvinism should have been strong there."

2
Op. cit. pp. 173 Seq.

Unquestionably this may seem qulte plausible, ‘It can, however,

be proved only by showing that mell-to-do merchants have always: been{

Excerpt of Ranulf, S., 1964: Moral Indignation and Middle Class Psychology, New York (Schocken Books) 1964.
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more inclined to heresy than peoryle in general, and that an

opposition against a Catlolic monarchy will generally be disposed N

to turn Irotestant, at least vhen there is elready a Protestant . %
party in the country, in vhich it can hope to find allies. Whether .3
or not .this be so, may here be left undecidéd. Robertson hims elf ;@

: . -3
claims, only tro pages earlier, to have decided the question. fﬂ
According to him, I'dlland's commercial greatness cannot, even ih jg

the sterner 2ze of the seventeenth canturg,be ascribed to a rigid
nrlvinisme Tor "sorie of the cl'isf exponenets of commercial methods
ir Tollang vere Zrtlnlics. "and "tuis is not to be fondered‘at when
it is considered tint the révolt rorinst Spain was in the first
pléce an revolt far freadom orninct the Spanish system of govern-
ment, in —rich Crlvirist r~ninst Catholic played but a small part,
Calvinism long continuing to haves comparaztively few adherents, who ;;
were, like the followers of most scLismatié movements, confined k

o . .
in the mz2in to the lo™er classes," Thus in the sixteenth century

,

3 .
Op. cits p. 171.

.
'j
B
o
B
S
i
%

.

3

the open-mindedre ss of the rich merchants'caused them to turn

Celvinists, vhile in the seventeenth century théy remained Catholicﬁ%
for no particular rezson indicated, and in the gixteenth century
people turned to Ir.testzntism because of the struggle agzinst

Catholic Spain, vhile in the seventeenth century they remained

CatYolics because the struggle ageinst Spain was (not especially ins
this century, but generally) political énd not religious. One ques
may be as plausible as fhé other, but at least Dr. Robertson ought

not to hove been so bpenly'inconsistent in his zuesses.

- cpar.agra
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The ITrotestonis
Ii. Ilational Character

To explain Turitan mentality as on outcome of Germanic or more
esrecially of Inglish national charscter is, according to iax

Weber, impossible, "To ascribe a single 'national character!

to the Egnlishmen of the seventeenth century is simply historicallﬁ

false. !'Cavaliers' and 'Roundheads' felt themselves to be not .1?
. 3
y Put two radically different kinds of

[y

o
(&

«

meraly two different part

k]

men, =2nd o crreul oboerver muist admit that they vere right. And'ﬁ
on the other hand: neither between the Egnlish merchant adventures -
and the trzcers from the old Ilansectic towns, nar more generdly

betreen the Mnglish »~nd the Jerman peorle at the end of middle

Azes, is it possible to discover = difference in character which

is not expliceble by the difference in political conditions, only

the porer of religious movenents has - not alone, but in the main =
' 1l i

created the differences ~iich ve Ffeel noazdays." "Whet is felt ﬁ
1 ,
Op. ecit. I, 7. Z1 A
2

%

ML BV -

28 'Gemutliclidkeit' and 'FNaturlickkeit' in the Germans, as opposed

to the Anglo-ﬁﬂericanbatmosphere, 1~‘14qich is even now effected by
such a thorouch ennibilstion of the cheerfulness of the status
nrturlis thst the imﬁress thereof is vieible in human physiognomis
and by a narrovness, pettiness, and spiritualvbondage which will
usually estrange the Germans - these contrasts of conduct depend
essentially on the less thorougg ascetic remodelling of life in

Lutheranism than in'Calvinism.“ It is even arguable that the

2
Op. cit. I, pr. 127 seq.
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Inrlich owizirclly TMad 1-oss "irrote disyositiorns"™ than other

L]
proples for the vreoptiar Al -1 rseotic code of etbics ona of tae
w
.

bourgeois virtuesse - The vicws of Leber s to the development. of

Op. cit. T, p. 194 r. 4

Ersiish netioral chimrrcter ar- largely adopted and confirmed

L
4
T§ Irofescor Turrer, :
1
I
SDrangt Trriom, Totiov 1l e cter cwA e Uetors in ile Prometion,
Tordoun Lol7, £ "G w7
Pe 60

]

1.rtly for thaen sike »f floving how in my opinion .the problem at
Fard re21ly ouslt to hre ranrdled, cnd portly in support of my general
thesis, I irrert In Lo pvezenl cliepler two firste-hand contribu-

tiong to the ctudy T Jurtl-Lden ~Linl I beve marazed to umdertake. .

The moterizl is drrin frowm the Thomeson Collection in the Eritish

iriseurz, vhich is & collection of prrphlets, newspapers, sermons, 4

dea %

etc. published in Tnglord in the vears from 1040 to 166s. Their ﬁ
A
rwrher if sboul 21.000. 7Thre test practicable method to dezl vith @
2
tLer has seemed to be an srxhaustive study of the material from fﬁ
& nurther of sho-ter ;eriods.s¢tected at random, but I have been  €

able to cover in this vay only tro morths within the 23 years over

vlicl the eollection extends, ramely the months of September 1642

oy

e i ARG HARE 8 e e BT+

and of Larch 1645, It is true thet the production 6f controversial

.oy

Y

litersturs veos, in these first recrs of the Civil Var, much more

-

.

v v

-

profuse then leter.

A i e T
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The view that God vill bring dovn sin and =XX disaster upon ;

innocent men is directly stoted in eight out of the twenty-five

i
3 .

publicaticns. In ~igint others it is implied in the statement

that man-can avoid sin and be saved only when God chooses to

4 .
exterd his grace to him. Obviously these views are connected,

if not identical, vith the Calvinistic doctrine of predestination. i

Iretertiousnesz, presumption, and pride are considered

Le &7 (1], ;5 =75 (8), = 274 (16), = =78 (17), =
€ : -

Z ‘
E 271 (8), = 273 (17), D. =74 (12), & 278 (16), = 279 (4), = 345
(€), = 1185 (1), = 11869 (6).

to te grave sins: "There must be a quiet contentedness, to be contem

with what God bestowes and ve receive; else we cross our selves,

we crave for bread, and will have what we list. We do not pray for
dainties and costliness of apparell, dbut for bread, that plttance -
the Lord shall be pleased to bestow upon us....That of Hagar

sknuld be our prayerj Give me not too much, lest I be proud, nor

YA

SSPASL BV, NP

too little, lest I put forth mv hand to wickednesse, but-g ve me
5

food convenient." "5 man should boast of, or confide in his own :

i

g

riglhteousnesse....I men hove excellencies, they sha 1d be humble b

- rpar.air

SR ha i m il L
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end ferring, mol hoscting cra confident, esrecially vhien their

6 '
excellencies sre in the number »f rovebles, and changeables,!

B 272, p. 356 , .

"God loves to shew his Ireroz-tive, and make great ones know,

tat re is not beholéing to tiler to do his vork; he will let them
7
see, thnt e cen do hiis ~ork without then,"

= oeve (5), p. 41

"2t us ceasc ocur 3°lves leost Jod cbase us. God threoters z severe

-

curse hy tla —oulh o7 Lis Tropret, unto those that huﬁble not
themselves in times of comion calamitie."8

| Thue tle ITvritan %ed Cenands by turest of purishment that
men be humble, refrzin from prids and from boasting and from |

imnmoderate desirer., . hy? Thre snsver that suggests itself is:

Zecause GoG would ne jfezlons > too .iuch humcn hagpiress, .
: ’ 8 Lo
Thet wos wnat the Atheniars actuclly said zbout their gods, "

'j
g
3
A

9

I. 69

The obligation to inflict punishment on sinners is inculcated
< . _
in ten publicztions. Its equivalent in Athenian mentzlity is

5 : -
T 271 (9), T. 272, 3 2% 273 (1), E 274 (15), T 274 (16), & 204 !
(29), & 279 (2), = 279 (3), 279 (4), & 279 (5). Y

e

-_—__q.—__'.’f_-—_—__-. ;,_'4
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o
3
o
-h

the icea fraiine will overtizke a csuntry vhere

vnyunished crirnirals or- ~llec-ed to live, ané that the conseguence
3.

of indulring in ity For ¢ wurderer may be the loss of z son,.

. L] L Sy v

e

3 ' :
Cf. The Jealousy of the %ods I, pp. 40 seq., 43, 128

Thus the Iuritans helicvea thrt men must be made to suffer,:
end that Jod ~ctu~ll;r inllicts suffering uzon men in a nurber
ecircurstsve-r ~Lers T o rin7]d trink =ny rind of puniskment unjusti=-
“icble: ~hen ren il to te sufTiciently censorious against one
enothrer, wen tliry rre krury mrd self-confident, when they have
ginned only under camrulcoion of tem;tation from God, or even
sorretimes vien thrr 2irnrol b Bx¥ blaned for anything at all. This
accertance of avary poesildlr protext for ihe infliction of punish- |
ment mrles it rrturzl to sgspedt that the Turitans in reality

took & delight in humnn suffering for its own sake, cuite apart

from the quesction -lether there vos zny cin to be atoned i or or
not. e have not yet exhausted tke evidence contained in our
twenty-five publications that may be quoted in support of the
suspicion mentiored. . =
A description of punishments meted out by God to the :g

Germans and the Irish reads as follows: "Gods judgements would be

s0 hard and heavie, thet the nations should marvell, and be un-

e e

s

God. Hath not God of late been azgesinst Germany,and executed i

e

Dy
R

axtraordinary juégements there, such as cause astonishment?’ Have .

not mens eves been twisted out with cords, their skins flead off_

4
i

alive, their faces plain'd with chesils, their noses and ears a%f
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to make l» trands, treir mouths gagg'd, pisse and filthy

liquids povred downj Ilave not men been hung up by the hends in

the smoak? put into hot ovens, rosted with straw fires? have

not Divines been cut in pieces, and their limbs thrown to dogs?
have not many fed and 1iv'd upon the flesh of dead men and women,, 
eaten their own ziildren, kill'd one another. for relief against |
hunger; strange'judgements God brought upon Germany, and as strangE’f
upon Ireland, hath it not been ths-land of Gods ire, and the

people the gererrtion of his vrethy and felt more for so shart a
time, then Germeny or other nations? have not women with child been
ravish'é, ript open, the bed of conce.tion viewed, the child

taken out, and throvn irto the fire? have not ¢he Irotestant
Miristers been stripi, bound to trees or posts, their wives and
daughters ravished before their faces, then hang'd up before them

so xaxkx wavished, cut down half dead, quartered and dismembred®
have not many been turn'd out naked, forc'd info waters, famished

to death under hedges: some have been mortally wounded, their

bellies ript, bowvels let out, oné left upon dunghills, that
1

they might not be soon out of their misery." The document quoted

4

)
syl

1
= 272, rr. 445 seq,

i e

is Greenhill's commentary on Ezekiel. Ile does not mean to denounce

those vho have perpetratled the atrocities described. On the

contrary, God is expressly said to be responsible, and there is

evidently no intention of blasphemy. The writer is not at pains %
i

to meke it clear vhat the victims have done to deserve their terribld

. !
fate. The Irish victims are not the generally detested Catholicg”' 4
’ 7 ,55
rebels, but I'rotesnts, that is to say men and women of the same,

LT
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religious faith as the vriter and the public for vhom he wrote.
All tuis, together vith the number of horrifying detzils contained
in the description, seems to indicate that the author and his
public really, as suggested above, found a kind of satisfaction

in contemplating the atrocities for their own sake., A disposition ;
_ : 2 .
Lo sadism sppears to have been a part of Furian mentality.

2
Cf. supra pp. 9 seq.

There was also ag disporsition to mesochism., Our documents
contain passioa te ervhortations to self-abasement wvhich are in-
telligible only on .this assumption. Trere are furthermore‘complacez
descriptions of human suffering in a context which fails to show
whether the victims are supposed to be the pious readers themselves
or somebo@y else, One writer says: "Let us often meditate upon
the fire of Hell., The Scripture czlls it, A Bottomlesse Pit,
Tophet, a Dungeon, large and deepe, the burning whereof is fi re
and brimstone, The Lrle of the second death. If a man cannot induré
a little Tire in one part of his body (as on his little'finger) 'j
but one hour, how intollerable shali the paine of the damned :
be vhen they stall burne within and without. Who can dwell with
everlasting burning (saith the Irophet Tsay). And yet our fire ..é
here is but a picture of that unquenchable fire there in Hell, E
rhere one drop of cold water vill be more worth than all the

)
Jewels of the World, though only to coole the tongue," There

3
% 1189 (), pe 9

o cyer.asra

4
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is nothing to show whether the fzscination of this description i

of Iell depends upon the expectation that otither people will e ve

to burn there eternzlly, or uron ths fear that one's self may

threatened by such a fate.

o’
[¢]

The Directory for Tublique Vorship seems well éalculated

to satisfy the sacistic-masochistic disposition of the Turitans,
The ministers are instruct=d to remind their congregations every
Sabbath that in strict justice they nll deserve to be tormented

eternally in Tell, and that they can hope to be saved only by the

o]

great mercy of God, There is to he "a holy cessation, or restirg

5 &75 (17) pp. la seqd.

21l the Day, from 21l unneceszary labours, and an abstzining, not

onely from all sports and pastimes, but also from all rordly words
2
and thoughts."”

-
&~

= 273 (17), p. S6

: A
The time is to be devoted exclusively to religious duties. And
. 3 .
men should conform to this, "accounting the Sabbath a delight." ;
3
Z 273 (17), pe 37

e
LA
o

}
s

Now, if a Furitan had been asked why he wanted to enforce such
stringent, and to many painful; rules conceming the Scbbhath, he

would have ansvered: because it is the will of God., But why did

» fyer.arcae
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the Turitans impute such s harsh 7will to their God$ The

Cavaliers, who 2lso believed in the Christian religion, did not.

Nust not these different views concerning the supposed will of

God be explained =25 symptoms of the fact that the Purltans
themselves found akind of SatlufucthH in making llfe painful,
~hile the Cavaliers did not? |

In addition to the Tabbath, the Turitans plagued them- .

and otlhiers vith public fasts, The Church of Zngland

1)
%)
[
<:
o
@
©

her enjoined fasting =s an sbstinence from meat on certain days,
but the Turitzn Directory goes the lencth of saying: "A Religious
Fast requires totall abstincnce....from £ll food (unlesse bodily

weaknesse doe menifestly cdis-ble from holding out till the TFast

b2 ended, in v:ich case =omevhat may be tzken, yet very sparingly,

4
to support nature vlen ready to faint." In other respects

(]

273 (17), p. 75

the

it

fasts are to be held "Vhen some grezt and notable Judgements are
either inflicted upon a Ieople, or apéarently imminent, or by
some extraordinary provocations notoriously deserved; as also,
vhen some specizll blessing is to bee sought and obtalned,
Iublique solemne Tasting... is 2 Duty that God expecteth from

3 and
that Nation, or people." "Besides solemne & generall Fasts

W cyercawr .
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injorned by Authority, ve juége, that at other times, Concregatiors
may ke=pe dayes of Tasting, os Divine Irovidence shnll adwminister

unto trem speciall occasions. - Arc also that Families may doe
1 : :
the same," Indienation aro used by trespassers on a public fast
) .

dey has been mentioned.above.

1

273 (17), p. 79
2

Cf, surrs . 68

The Directery furthur contsins instructions to ministers about

siclz. 7Zielr penrle are supposed to be more than

c+
a3
[¢]
fie
H
«
[ S
on
|
(3
|_:.
P
)
e}

ordinarily concernec With their conscience, and the ministers should
take advantage of the opportunity. If a sick person appears to be
too sure of his salvation, "endecvors ought to he madeeeeessto
awaken his Conscience; and rouse Lirn out of a stupid and secure
condition, to spprchend the Justice and wrath of God, before whom
none can stand, bgt 2 that beirg losl in Limself, 1ayéth hold upon -

Christ hy Faith." It is true thet Lhe ministers were also instructdd

3 - : .
E 273 (17), p. 67. o : .

to console those sick who felt too despondent about the prospect
of their salvation. It is further true that a Furitaniwould have just
ifiec his cruelty towards the sick by the allegaotion that leniency i

nov. could only mean vwocrse suffering for them in Hell afterwards,

Yet wly should the Furitans, in contradistinction to other Christians;
think it impossible for the not very repentant sick to be saved from
Tell mnless they vere subjected to moral torture on their sick-bed?® .3

1 i
In tre Pool: Sorman Trayer the minister,who visits the sick is not
In tre Poolk of To 7 s
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instructed to e¢rihiasize thic possibility of dammation to such an
xtent as in the Directory. . |
Utterances indicating a sadistic-masochistic disposition in the
Furitans are to be fourd in thirteen of out twenty-five publicatiénsﬁ
As regards the Athenians, there are no indubitable traces of masochisq
but it does indeed seem natural to designate the character they ascfi

5}
to the gods as sadistic.

¥ 272, 3 273.(1), = 273 (17),8 274 (1R), 4 274 (16), E.278 (16),
z 278 (17), & 279 (3), T 27v (4), = 279 (5), & 286 (19), & 1185 (1),
T 1189 (6).

5
Cf. The Jealousy of Llae

[}
O
Q.
fw]
[ om]
-
3
L]

93 and II, ppe. 173 seq.

Tt is part of the Zhrictinn lrzfitior to believe that God is ful
of love ané mercy., The Iuritans <o not discard this tradition. They

simply reaffirm it e=ide by side with and in open contradietion to

-

0y

whatever else they o~ »o=~ 19 5oy 2houl Jod: "Our love to God may

be renewad, by corzidering *ie inf

e

nite variety of the exrressions

of fod's love to us, in forbeanring, riving, and forgiving, and esp= -

ecially, in the unspeakable sufferings of Christ." "God walks not

T | o
E 1185 (l), Po ll. . o

i
into the way of judzements, till men do walk out of the way of his 5j
. A
stetutes.,.e.ea0G"s delights zre in ways and works of mercy; Judge- !

ments sre his strange acts......he is provoked unto them as a Eee %
2

te¢ roc."  The following passage from the very same publication ?B i

. . - n -~ e s 0] . . [T ]::e s H -..'
o patent contratiction of the passage just quoted: god ta ' A

RS 4
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1
I 272, p. 434.

Flensure ir erecuting judrement, in sccomplishing his rrath,_and
ceuning o fury to rect upon impenitent and incurable sinners, he %
will be comforted in it: Irov. I. 26, I will laugh at your calamitieg
God will brirg calamities upon them, just judgements for the setting
at'nau;ht of Tis cotnrels, relusing his reproofs, ana rejoice inr them
for asz juligerentva -~re s&tisfictisx Lo divire juctice, they are deligh
Zull unto God, Ifa. 20. bm."‘

GoC.'s mercy ord love Lo vortind are rientioned in fourteen public.

3
ations.

2
E- 272, pp. 460 seq.

3
B 271 (18], T 272, & 273 (1), & 273 (10), E 273 (17), & 274 (12),

2 274 (26), & 274 (29), 3 278 (17), & 279 (£), = 279 (5), & 286 (19),
E 1185 (1), & 1189 (¢). |

g

The Puritans were obliged to believe that God is good and ﬁ
merciful, and that love of mankind 18 a virtue, They aleo wanted |
to believe fhat God i1s severe with sinn:re, and that a similar é
severity was a duty incumbent upon men. Generally, they were é

T - . L
cf. supra pp. 68 séq. .

|

not much disturbed by the logical 1nconpa;1b111ty of ideas which

. o

£l

they chose to accept as religious truths. Opponents of the ﬁoot:iﬁ&j

iva

L 2RI T

5 g
Cf. supra pp. 64 seq. and 73 seq. : '_g

]
B
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=33
of Predestination did not fall to advance the argument against
the Puritans that a belief in God's goodness is inconsistent with
é

the Calvinistic belief in his damnation of innocent men.

—
0f. John Hunt, Religious Thought in England from the Reformation

to the End of the Last Century, London 1870 seqq., I pp. 149 seq. an&
11, p. 100, '

But none of the authors of our twnety-five publications thought
1t necessary even to mention this difficulty in order to allay
possible scruples in their ieadera. Yet the Puritans did have a
theory which might enable Fhem to affirm iithout inconsistency
that genuine love of mankind must lead to severity towards men rather
than to lgnienoy. The theory was that any kind of suffering
inflicted upon human beings may be expected to contribute to the
moral or religious improvement of the sufferers: "Affliction is a

fit time for instruction......; when people are in misery, they see é
the uncertainty of life, the insufficiency of 511 creatuss, the
sinfulnees of sin, that the wrath of God 1s a dreadful thing;
thoughts of death and eternity are upon them, and now is a good
geason to bring the truths of the eternai God unto them, Vexatio

dat intellectum, it makes men consider, 11ook about, inquire how they

._nﬁ_._z“....uu;—;’f e n

may be delivered; where to get safety." ¥“There is a bonum ex nalo;

good arieing out of evill, which doth much conduoe to the happinesse’ %
of Israel; wére there no thorns in the flesh, how should we be i
humbled? no devill, how should we be winnowed; no tribulation, diai i

persecution, famine, sword, how should we be more than Conquerors? nc '
3 ;

death or diasolution, how should we come to be with chriet?' & ;
]
1

!
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3 |
E 378 (17), p. 3 | . S

The assumption that euftering is good for the soul of man is

expressed in eight publications. Evidently such an idea is likély

E 373, E-373(1), E 373(11), E 373(17), Ea74 (16), E 378(17), E 379(3),
E 379 (4). |

~to be acoepted without proof by Christians who havé a desire to practie

omuelly and would like to be able to do it with a good conscience. The
assumption is not unrelated to the belief zentionod above that too much

happiness is dangerous for men's morality.

r
Cf. supra pp. 66 seq.

There are cases, however, in which it is not belisved that men
are improved by suffering: "Sometimes it proveth so, that afflictione
mkae us the worse, like waters being restrained they swell higher .
and threaten heaQen itselfe, 80 corruptions being restrained , they
swell and threatensthe ruine of States, Families, of souls and bodies

v i L
SREas w AR A s

to all eternitie.® Oorrespondingly, God punishes sinners not only

s

1
E 373 P. 43,

PPRTTCRATS

for the sake of their improvement and ultimate salvation. He also
does it "for the demonstration of his Juétioo, to make it eppeare, ;;

. 7
as David saith, that doubtlesse there is a God that Judgeth the ear&h.

For, should the Lord suffer the wicked to run op ip they
eir '10kedn
esg
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without any danger of cutting down, not onely his justice but his
very being too, would be called into question; men would be ready

n

6
to eay in their hearts with Davids foole, that there is no God.

-]
E 374 (13), pp. 35 seq.

Thus God is believed to punish sinners not merely for the good of
mankind, but also for the sake of his own glory. It should here be
Tecalled that he is aleo believed sometimes to infliot suffering

7

upon perfectly innocent men .out of regard for hie own glory. It

v
Cf. supra pl 64

seems that peqple who could fin satisfaction in a belief like this
must indeed have enjoyed the contemplation of human suffering for its
own gake, fhe pedagogic theory.that suffering is for the good of -
the viotim was voiced by Aristophanes in the (louds for demagogic

purposes, and must therefore have had some sincere adherents at Athens.

Cf. The Jealousy of the Gods II, pp. 338 seq. | '

i

But the Athenians did not commit the inconsistency of agserting that ';

_ their cruel gods were full of mercy and love for mankind. The Puritanli
were undoubtedly forced to assume & different attitude by the fact ;

R b

that they were faced with a Christian tradition which they had to
adopt. TYet this is perhaps not & sufficient basis for the conclusion
that the Puritans never really meant what they said about God's

goodness and mercy, and that they were never animated by a genuine
] 2
. i

T i, AR L AR

USRI SN
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symbathy for their feelow—men. The human heart is not subject to
the laws of logic, and even a fundamental disposition to sadism may
perhﬁpa gometimes subside and make room for gentler feelings.
The Puritans! insensibility to self-contradictions is probably )
in gome way connected with the fact that they were not appreciative

of intelligence; "How many worldly wise men have you knowne sincerly -

.Teligious, or to submit to the simplicity of the Gospel, in conforming

their livgs thereunto...very few, I dare say, in comparison of meaner
spirits.® "Undertake publique service with personall Reformation,
get a sure interest in Christ....The greatest naturall parts will
not fit men for publiqug'aervice, the sweetest showers that fall into
the salt sea, become brackish like it selfe."3 Intelligence is dis-

E 379 (4), p. 39,

4
paraged in two further publications besides the two quoted, But the

Ig 373 (11), E 374 (12)
Y

—

silly ones in his service, but those are intelligent, Angels that are
. "5
wise and very knowing; such should the Angels of the Churchee be.

P R O L SR

E 373, p. 35

b

In Athens too demagogues tried to gain the favour of the people by

expressing a dietrust in intelligence and an appreciation of norality”ﬁ

” cqarenrr a
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as the only thing that counted.

[}
Ccf. The Jealousy of the Gods II, p. 63)

p. 108

Some rules quoted by Lea from contemporary sources may sefve
to illustrate the working of the system of commutations. 1If a
penitent is uanble to fast he can, if rich, buy off seven weeks for
twenty sols, if less weal thy, for ten sols, if very poor, for three
sols, the moﬁey to be used for the redemption of acptives or to be
gfﬁen to the poor or to the priest. Or a month can be commuted with
1200 psalms recited on the knees, or 1680 otherwise, or a week for
300 psalms. He who does not know the psalms and cannot fast can
for twenty-six sols redeem a year to be spent on bread and water,
but he must fast on Wednesdays till noon and on Fridays till vespers,
and every three weeks weigh what he eats and give half as much in .

alms. The price of a day is one denier, or the whole psalter in

i
KA

summer; during the rest of the year fiftyApaalme, though some Jy
substitute twelve stripes. For & three years' penenace the redemptid&

for the first year is twenty-sis sols given in oharit{, for the second

%

twenty, for the third eighteen, or sixty-four in all, But there i
!
.

1Up. cit, 11, p. 1628

P
“
A

&

were also redemptions outside of the regular tariffs formulated in

the Penitentials. Rich men can raise & church to the glory of God &

endow it with'lands 80 that'holy men can nin%ster there to God and

-

pray for them; or they can build bridges, help the poor, manumit

»

o Ty e
i Pl L

slaves, and seek intercession with masses, while po @g
Orer men o

can vigy,

t :
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the churches often with alms, and all should mortify the flesh
and chastise the spirit. Th%s method of redemption had the high

sanction of papal authority. So thoroughly had this sygem

3
Op. cit. II, P. 155

of redemptions been established by the eleventh century that St.

Peter Damiani complains that no layman wouid endure to fast three

days in the week, and that either redemptions must be-aboliahad or
. 3

the penitential canons be cast aside as obsolete,

3
Op. cit. II, p. 156

P

AL W PSS SR 7 LA T ST U

s
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-~ ** Appendix
P. 304

"

~ world.

Socheler's essay 18 expressly stated to have been written under the 5
influence of the "phenomenological attitude" brought into vogue bi
Huaaerl.3 Oné of the chapteis is headed "On the Phenomenology and
S8ociology of Resentment®. The analysis we have attempted would seem
to indicate that "phenomenology" in this oconnection means nothing
but an excuse for regarding plausible guesses as a perfectly suffioioni
and reliable method in sociology. If the excuse is accepted as valid,
the whole of the present book, as well as The Jealousy of the Gods,

is naturally wasted labour, eince, in that case, detailed empirioal
research ocan do nothing to confirm or to invalidate the guesses
arrived at in leisurely contemplation by a "phenomenologist® without
any exact knowledge of the facts. But if sociology is ever to be a
science, and not merely a collection of such guesses as for some odd
reason may happen to appear plausible to one socilologist or another,
and:to the public for whom the sociologists are writing, it is .
necessary that a methodologicsl standpoint like that of Max Scheler
should be met with general and absolute condemnation in the soientific 

o
] oy
Scheler, Vom Umsturz der Werte I, p. 60
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