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METHODOLOGY FOR THE EVALUATION OF THE INTERFRETATIVE
RUESTIONNAIRE USED DURING THE SESSIONS OF THE
SEMINARY OF SOCIOFSYCHOANALYSIS.

Dr. Salvador Millan.

The seminary has continually maintained one meeting
per week from 2 to S o'clock for the last eight vears. In
them have taken place the discussions of theoretical
aspects and the processes of Seneib;lizatimn and new
understandings have been developed, including those as a
group. And a six hour field practice has heen cartried on
once & manth for siz vears. which has become  study object

and practice.

A. Design and Lpplication
This implies the elaboration of the guesticonnaires
Tafter determining the study project, which includes grosso
mado the approach to existing knowledge about the group
through the dominant ideclogy, as well as, 1in a general
WAy, its basic history, cultural influences, m=ans of
ERpression as reflected ir the use of language and how
their traditions ars supressed in festivities. This
orevious bnowledge will facilitate the choice of guestions,
the reagents, which are based on the theoretical aspects of
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Fumanistic psvchoanalysis which may he useful and
demonstrable in practice.

We have wused two types of questionnaires. First, the
interview guestionnaire, where the guestions, which are of
the open type, are abhle to determine the course of the
interview, through the stimulus guestion, in catharsis
SesS1IoNs ar give an apportunity for the expressicon of
resistence —-with ideclooical replies in most cases— or
elicit leading and original AnsSwers. In the second
gquestionnaire, called biophilia—necrophilia, the precoded
aguestions accompanied by their own specific multiple~choice
answers are closed question—answers. Both guestionnaires
include stories and gquestions about dreams.

In the mining community project, the interview
gquestionmnaire was wdsed. Additionally included ware the
stories used by Fisget to exemplify and define his concept
concerning the moral development of the child.

The application of the interview questionnaire causes
the work carried on to tend more toward the analytically
ariented psychological interview than a simple collection
of data, which in reality converts the application into an
analytical clinical interview, So it is not surprising that
the person interviewsed should, after the interview, se2 a
light or acquire a new awareness of himself.

One tries to make the application in a single period,
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since, in this way, it is possible to evaluate, as a group,
both the existing historical circumstances —cultural evenis
of the moment— and the dominant politics—ideology. These
circumstances may occasion, in an accidental mannesyr non-—
determining for avaluating character, answers indicative of
such events. The gquestionnaires reflet that ideology. For
example, in the study of the children, we found that they
talk about the critical situations their parents are going
through as a result of being involved in a strike or being
dismissed Ffrom their jobs or we find ANSWers concerning
their mothers, indicating the social protest marches
against the authorities, in which they were participating.

In the mining cammunity project, the application was
done  on three successive days. It WAS & gtoup of ped ]
investigators who carried it out. Freviously, they were
sensibilized to the same gquestionnaire —they had applied 1%
to third parties as practice— and, furthermoer, they could
count on an uanderstanding of psychoanalytic theory and
experignce in personal analysis, s0 their intervention
cannot be looked at solesly as a poll. Three vears later, we
made a second application to the group being studied. This
was given in the same way. We have published the results.

In cur case, as members of the sminary, we have been
able to count on one experisnce which has turned out to be
particularly snesibilirzing, 5 poll, in which the nuclear
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type guestionnairs ~the one uasead foe the study (=} 3 the
neasant— has been applied in a svstematic and personal way
by us, o that, at the same time, the evaluation,
occasionally self-evaluation, of the questions themselves
has bean uzseful to us. We fesl that this has facilitated
the later application. Alsoc, what we call refunding has
been established. Thise consists of commenting directly and
personally about the guestionnaire. Here the administrator
of the cguestionnaire tells the person to whom it is given
the character traits encountered in the interview. For this
praxis, we maintain ths frame of the analytical thzory of

character.

E. Thea Interpratation; Gualitative Girading and i1ts
GQuantitative Representation.

The questionnaires ars worked through as many times as
NeCesSsSary. Tﬁis requlires several readings. The first
assegssmant in made by those directly responsible for the
project. The project may be an individual proiect
presented ta the groump o a gtoup praject. A second
acssessment, which implies a critique and reassessment of

the findings of the investigator is made by the group.

1. After the first genersal reading, the investigator has
become acquainted witih his material, giving him a chance to
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absarb and find, according to his own sensibility, whatever
attracts his naotice, appears to be of some importance and
has to do with the objective of the investigation. His
findings may be the character traits or character dynamic,
which permit him an overall understanding and a different
way of seeing the social phsnomenon being investigated. The
investigator individually may make his own assessment.

- When the work is dane as a group, the guestionnaires
under -study ir reas, preferable by the person who applied
it. The question may be read by a second member of the
group, thus facilitating comprehension. The reading may be
done in a continuows manner form beginning to end, that is,
it may be read and listens=sd to as a whole. Also, the
reading may not be continuous, that is to say, it may be
done guestion by question, which provides more opportunity
to clarify the type of communication established and the
conditions prevailing, catharsis, resistence or dialogue,
also to paint out the type of thought emploved by the
perscn interviewed, whether his ideas are original, whether
he gave id2ological answers or whether he gave an emotional
arnswer. In the case of the meaning of character, "we attempt
to evaluate the answers in the following terms: Whether
thay speak of receiving or expecting from others, that
cthers should give to them, or whether the answers indicate
actions of getting something away from ancther, taking fTrom
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anagther, catching Him unawares or those answers which have
to do with having. with order and finally answers which
indicate how they valus themselves, how they generats and
culminate their actions and projects, appreciations which
we considar within the processes of assimilation. Or, on
the aothetr hand, we take into account the answers which
speak of suffering and sadism, or the responses which show
individualism, arrogant ANSWErsSs, oOr answers very hard to
separate from the subservisnt attitudes they take in
relation o octhers or difficult to segarate concept.
sub jective wvalue from material things and, finally, whether
they are answers of a productive activity, considerations
that we make in the processe=s of socialization.

After finishing the reading of the guestionnaire,
which may take ons or two two-hour sessions each, the group
has a di;cussion locking to a mnew understanding and an
approximation in chatracter dynamics. In this way, we also
obtain & sensibilization of the professiomnal group.

Another procedursa which we have practiced is to follow
a series of key guestions previously chasen which indicate,
for example, the relationship of parents and children. In
this way, we get to understand and clarify the relationship
with authority. These questions facilitate the
understanding af socialization processes. We also have
questions which tell stories. This allows us to explore
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S0 the gquestion is read and all the answers from the
questionnalires are neatrd. This gives ws &= chance to
appreciate the common ideclogy in conventional responses or
see whether different, original answers exist, representing
character. We also see the concept that the group has of
authority, of its immobility or its expressions of violence

and exploitation, in relation to the degres of fresedam.

Ze Two or three investiostors address a specific theme.
These investigators may direct their attention to
snalyzing answers which follow a vector of the theory or a
certain line of research. In this way, wori has been done
which indicates to us: The infiuvence of TV, religiocusness,
types of dreams, clinical symptoms, descriptions of love,
people most admired, plus investigations which determine
degrees ) of development and growth or regression and
paralysis of the group under study. We have also published

these studies.

4. The Social Character.

For the evaluation of group character, we take into
account the character types found in the study, whiich
carrespond, for the understanding of their dynamic, to
those described by Fromm, but new and transitional types

are not excluded, since social influences and changes are
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more rapid than the adaptation process it=self. This
gquantitative evaluation is based on the experience of the
psychoanalytical clinic and is sustained by:

— The type of behavior being related,

- The relationhip established with authority, parents

and teachars,

- The degreae of passivity ar the degree of

exploitation, taking from others, expressed in terms

of snatching or taking away from another or else,

through thie expression of violence and

destructiveness,

~ The relation to their fr=edom or to the degree o¥

fixation on family or duties,

— The actions they carry out in doing their work,

— Those which produce satisfaction and well-being and

at the same time awake the interest of others,

- Narrations of relationships of suffering, grief and

dependency,

- The degree of paralysis, dissatisfaction and lack of
interest, .

— The degree of compulsion to have things and to

repeat,

- The degree of control exercised over their feelings

and a solitary, isolating tendency, their interest in

things,
- The defense of family, typical customs and national
ones.

The understanding of the stories included in the
gquestionnaire, as well as their own elaboration of fantasy
narrations, stories about themselves and dreams help us o
carroborate our psychoanalytic interpretation.

Ornice the character trait is. determined, a
comprehension is attempted basesed on knowledge of the socio-
political influences and, if possible. the socio—-economic
ones. tinderstanding poaverty from the point of view of

character mesans demonstrating the dynamics which are bsing
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esparienced.

in our study of the mining communityv, we have
corroborated that character formation in children i= a3
Brocess, caontrary to the theoretical cancept which is
postulated that character once formed is unchangeable. The
presence of children between the ages of six and 22leven or
motre facilitated this conclusion for us. We saw that even
very small children exhibited traits to be expected only
later, traits that go  beyond passivity. They showed
themselves to he persistent, enterprising, persevering by
themselves and satisfied, although we also saw how much
alder children persisted in or had regressed to passive
dependent traitse. This same appreciation, the flexibility
of character, we had obtained from another previous study,
and, although it was not done in the seminary, it serves as
a direct antecedent: We compared the group of orphan
children of NFH with a group of children of a government
correctional institution. Both institutions maintain an
ideclogy of assistance and the intention of facilitating
the children’'s integration into society. However, MFH
sustains principles based an aspects of development
postulated by the thaeory of humanistic psychoanalysis.
Fromm himself collaborated directly with Wasson, the
director at that time. On the other hand, the government
institution sustains the principle that it must, in order
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to help, impose its values and criteria, based on order and
discipline, on the children. That is to savy, it does not
offer a true alternative for change, but anly a

prolongation of the system

5. Analysis of Content.

Al though, in [=11% final report, the analysis implied
numbers and percentages, these are a product af the
obsarvation of all the answers to the questionnaires. To
this end, we woriked up special sheets ‘whi:h allowed the
ANSWersS to be read as a whole. If we read them 1in a
harizontal line, we got information about an individual
questionnaire, or if we did the reading vertically, we
found ail the answers which the group gave to the same
guestion.

The reading of these answers is dones in terms ot the
psychoanalytic theonry itself, soO it is a filtered and
purponseful reading, which proves to be qualitative in
itzelf.

The ategories established ware based on that oveaerall
study of ths answers and they were also established under
the psychoanalytical lens and are the product of
interpretation.

The numbars and peccentages used, which correspond te
the guantitative EBHDressSIon, represent the numbers of
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qualitative phenomena encountered. The percentage used
corresponds to the gquantitative phencmena present.

The qguantitative sxpression hecomes the result of the
filter through the overall interpretation and
psychoanalytical reading given to the answers.

The analysis of content, locoking at all the answers
and giving them a meaningful evaluation, is a practice used
by the seminary. It iz this experience which facilitated

the numerical qualitative derivation.

é&. Other studies.

The seminary has develaped strategies for the
interpretation of social character, with studies applying
the guestionnaire of precoded gQuestions, known as the
biophilia—necrophilia scale.

This questionnaire offers rcertain advantages, for
example, in applicstion, since the group to be studied can
be gathered in one place and it can be applied to them all
at the same time in a single session. This type of
application takes the place aof individual interviews. This
questionnaire studies a population at the same historical
moment, a phenomenon which may prove meaningful because of
the relationship which may be established with the dominant
ideology, especially if this is known beforehand.

Groups of university students from the school of
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medicine have beeln the objiect of study, as have groups of
pedopychiatrists in their last years of specialization and
groups of student psychiatrists, as well as a group of
nurses. Here the ideology indicates to us to do good, watch
over and save the patient, to help. Sustained by government
public health programs that announce benefit under
protective conditions and equality for all, the ideclogy
raeflects a protectionist structure. Nevertheless, we ars
not ignorant cif the degrees of inhumanity existing in
medical practice in the treatment of p%tients, convaerted
into number and reference in the year—end attention report.

These acts concern not only our country. The traits of

character found, which function more in accordance with
these practices, have to do now with economic power
structures and hierarchies which characterize medical
statias. The traits have indicated exploitation,

utilitarianism and authoritarianism and are comprised in
narcissistic ANSWerS. It has nat besn surprising to
encounter most serious degrees of perversion and
necrophilia wrapped in professicnal glamour. The following
dream of a physician characterizes thtese structures and
their mimicry: She dreamed “that people, as if it were a
demonstration, were pursuing me asking me to attend and
heal them, but I feli very tired from attending so many and
I asked them to walt for me to rest, telling them I
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4ouldn 't fail them thereafter”. A seconrnd dream of the same
physician gives a wider understanding of her inner
experiences 1 dreamed that I had saxxual intercourse with
the praofessor of my bhusband, but whem I was on him. he had
an enourmus computer and he asked me to push the button to
get arroused and make the sexuwal function I liked best", an
activity that is reduced to a mechanical act that depends
on the exactness of technology and after a1l tatally
alienated from 1life.

In the case of the nurses, it hbas been found that, in
the first yvears, the conscious desire to help, serve, and
attend is very manifest., They arse still influenced [=hYs
conventional values and these coexizt with character traits
of depandence and obedience. In the last vears of their
preparation, we find that the professional group transforms
itzelf and subordiantes itself officially to the
physicians, although it sets up a parallel struggle with
this group to be the hest health professionals. Their own
structure is defined by themselves in terms of hierarchial
levels and command. The character traits speak also ot
control, domination, coldness, and some of extreme or
compulsive cleanliness, allof which they exercise over the
patients.

The gquestionnaire was also applied to a grouppn of

YORING volunteers for an adult literacy campaign, in a
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private school which originally took pride in its political
refugese origin and its open, liberal and socialist
ideclogy. There, too, we studied a group of young people
alien to any participative social conscience, who instead
aspire tn be good pupuls, good sons and daughters and
behave as thaey are supposed to. The gquestionnaire clearly
reflects the polarity of iedeclogical tendencies and also
tendencies to opposite character traits. For the group of
volunteers, these iaclined tawar the pleasure of living,
intersst in meeting othsrs and taking chances, and, forrrers
the group of good pupils, toward order, even nstentation of
farce, plus an attitude opposed to disocrder. The foliowing
dream is an example from a yvouth of the first group:
“"Several times, 1 have dresamed I am in the country, with
the other pupils. These are pleasant dreams" .

Lately, the questicrnaire has been appliisd to a small
geoup of so—-called streat children, a contrastive
phenomerion which indicates the grave condition of spciety,
profound differences betwesen classes, where the poor tend
to become poorer. Al though there exist institutional
proagrams of neighborly help, which receive ample publicity
and ares sustained from above by the government apparatus
and which provobke a reaction of well-being for sSome groups
of society, who h=sar over and over with satisfaction tha
achievements announced by an ideclogy of aid, who, moreover
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receive intense publicity in messages which attain an
impact  and fill their function in society. Yet, those
street children do exist; they are present. We Ffind in them
arr intersting trait which indicates the strength of their
will not to be subjscted, their attempts to change and =a
desperate struggle for better opportunities, although they
are a sample of how ephemeral freedom is, =ince thmir
struggle is ioinsed under conditions of extreme risk.

All these groups are being studied circumstancially.
The guestioconnaires contain closed gquestions which offer
multiplechoice answers and also open questions, which are
those taken in a projective way and are the obliect of
interpretation, as well as the dreams and stories. This
makes i1t easier to appreciate contrast, Fecause many
adequately answered ideological responses, considered good
ones by the conscience, are expressed thus: Help, serve, do
good, doy no hasm to another, but in their projective
answers, the physicians indicated, in the people wham they
most admirs, a mixture of Christ with Hitler and Napoleon,
and they mentioned that they admire them because of how
they influenced others, how they ordered others around and
the way they exercised control over them. These and other
angwears which indicate their character allow us to sesa
their neaed to control patient, put them in order, o

eupress that one qmust punish anyone who does harm, etc.,
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that 15 to SAY we read i them an auvthoritarian
characterological structure.

The analysis of the answers and the interpretation
whioch are carried out receive the same trestment as with
interview guesticnnaires and, although this gquastionnalrs
affers many numbers S5 ANSHBIS, they are and should be
looked at with the interoretative filter of psychoanalytic
theory.

The reading which ~an be made of socciety should net be
limited to what iz indicated to us by bthe conditions af
asca2ndancy of the ideological superstructures or what
refers to evident material conditions in walth ar in
poverty and the urndsniabie connection between the two. A
reading can alsc be made which will point out a space which
is dynamic and which will widen comprebension. That is the

space of social character.
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