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3_Theoretical-considirations presented in The Authori-
tarian Personality” would lead to the inference that
~persons higher in authoritarianism would more readily
__aggress against lower status persons than higher
status persons, whereas persons lower in authoritaria-
~-nism would make no such statys differentiations.---- A -
study by Thibaut and Riecken” suggests that the
“differential aggressive response to status on the part
- _of high authoritarians can be observed only after
frustration is introduced. Other research using test-.
- response indexes of aggression indicates that per-
sons high in authoritarianism show greater hostility
' toward frustrators low in status than those high in
status. No differential response is found for
persons low in authoritarianism,
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FROMM-Ohline

The second unexpected finding, and quantitatively the
most dramatic one, is that low-F subjects did react
differentially to equal—itatus and high-status
experimenters, Epstein” reports a similar finding
and suggests that "... some low scores on the F Scale
may be indicative of an 'authoritarianism of the left!
which is characterized by hostility and rejection of
groups that appear economically privileged or
powerful...." A less venturesome explanation may be
derived from the proposition that the standard
ideology for American college students, if not for the
population generally, is one of equalitarianism. °
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